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Puzzling Over aNew Epidemic
| of Race Suicide by Whales 4

i Astounding Discovery of an Apparent Desire of Sea.
Mammals to Return to Land That Was
Once Their
Home

Marine Biologists As-
sert That the Rudimen-
tary Knuckles and Fin-
ger Bones of the Whale
Proves That These
Animals Once Lived on
Land. At Left Mr. P.
Stammwitz, the Fa-
mous  Explorer, Ex-
hibits the Knuckled
Flipper of a Whale.
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mass suicide on beaches as far apart
as South Africa, Zanzibar and Tas-
mania, and forced science to take heed.
For even the largest of the cetacea
(whale species) “are often stranded,
and heretofore those strandings have
been regarded as accidents.

On Christmas Kve, 1928, about &
hundred False Killer Whales (note the
similarity’ in numbers to the Scottish
stranding) flung themselves on the
beach at Kommetjie, near the Cape of
Good Hope. Kindly people tried to
save the lives of a few of the smaller
whales — six and seven footers — by
«dragging them back to the sea. The
whales would have none of it. No

sooner did lhley recover the use of Dead and Dying W R A
their powerful bodies than they leapt Roths. Al the '.uil" A :
once more to the beach. Repeated at- B BIORG - W% S frican
tempts were made to carry out this Const Where They Came Ashore
tantastic "life-saving,” but it was evi-  Agsin After the Natives Had Put
dent that the whales preferred the Them Back in the Water.
beach.
* The False Killers revealed no gjgns neck of land at Kommetjie, and the
of illness. They were not cast ashore low const where Grotto beach lies. The
by heavy weather, for it was a calm leaders of the two lost schools might
night with no wind. have been secking an old passage, an
First and most obvious is the pos- anclent sea route followed by schools
sibility of the leader of the school find- of long ago. Whales do not find their
ing itself in surf or shallow water, way round the world by -chance. They
losing its head, and leading a flurried pass on their knowledge as an instinet

rush in the wrong dirvection. But I to their young.
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Part of a Huge School of False
Killer Whales Stranded avd Dying
on the Beach at Kommetjie, Near
Cape Town, South Africa, Where
They Had Cast Themselves.

By Lawrence G. Green
Author of “Great African Mysteries”

“w HALES are hurling themselves
Wonto the rocks at the Grotto—
hundreds of whales,” said. a
voice over the country telephone line.
It sounded incredible, I drove 50
miles northwards up the toast from
Cape Town, struggled through heavy
sand to the spot.

The sand and the rock pools were
red with the blood of 300 dead and
dying whales. Some lay breathing
stentorously under the sun. Round oth-
ers the greedy seabirds were crying
and settling for the feast.

“They came in suddenly through the

shore. I would never have imagined ... giaogered by the discovery that be expected in the African strandings, was thia: the sca to spawn and die.
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15 breakers, leaping over the rocks,” a Blologist from the Sout rican Museum st Cape Town fount one lying far up on a shndy It must not be forgotten that eols .
ihd & : Examining the Teeth of a Dead Whale on the Rocks at the .
iy 2 farmer told me, “It was a determined Grotto Beach, Fifty Miles North of Cape Town, W beach a full mile from the rest of the migrate all the way across the Atlan-
il dash, and those that survived the bat- Hondred Fnl;c Killers Deliberately Came Mho“h“ to' lmm': school at the Grotto. It was plain tie, from Hurope, to freshwaters of
ii { tering threw themselves on and on, un- that it had followed no leader-and that  America, to spawn and die, When the ‘
! 1 til they reached the sand’.ThNor o:t shire fens late last century. Then in fiank. The False Killer ’tdh“d not been swept there by the young have reached maturity, they are - ..~ . f
E tried ;‘L"‘"“‘E“’:’p:: ’f::'n :i::'a; 1927 & school of about a hundred is black all over. Both | :n S Eehiing 1ks. sdvanoed By o guided “by At":nm’::‘mf !lgnutlnct '::‘“
i t rts v \re : : ac )
i ;’eme‘ ous e ofu’ djrov:’ bl whales was stranded on the coast of species have formida- i wo liaked Gie 1w -Bowih wa” wi "::1 ct |0mu|ml:r woere
§ obstacles—sometiing Scotland. British Museum officials ble teeth. These are to ey remain until it is their time, too,
i
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such a thing if I had not seen it. these whales were of the identical killer, which attacks larger whales o::ce covered large areas of the Cape And we have the cases of the sal«
The farmer is one of few men who species represented by the skull. and tears away the blubber for food. Peninsula, including both the narrow moen of the Columbia River which sur-,

mount incredible obstacles to make

their way to the headwaters which

they left as young, to reproduce.
Science would have to revise the

oy g o dml:hfgony.::c;h O e The Faise Killer Whale thrust,it- In the False Killer, feeding on cuttle-
Killer Whales, & thing W selt for the first time on the atten. fish and squids, such large teeth are

entist can explain. Scientists, when . :
f remarkable.
they heard of it, hurried to the lonely tion of a world entirely ignorant of its

: ~ presence. Then only were marked dif- A great deal of research was done, y
beach.  Among them was G V. 83" ferences between the idller and the but the mystery of the stranding tselt  The Eel Markiests ke gickeion 6 b oI
N research ship, William Scoresby. He Palse Hitler discovesed. The Willer 1a  did not.Argums gl specuiation & the instinet to Travel ' g
related the few, weird facts that are consplcuously marked with creamy time. Since then, however, False Killer Across the Ocean to
; known about False Killer Whales. patches over the eye and along the Whales have beén racing to death in Spawn and to Die.
i : It is, in spite of its name, a true
{ " whale—a miniature whale, perhaps,

| : bul nevertheless a mammal that
:' suckles its young and belongs to the.
? great family of cetacea. All whales
are not giants, and the False Killers,
like the pilot whales and the killers,
may be classed with the dolphin group.

In the second century, the Greek
writer Oppian deglared: :

“This other excellent deed of the
Dolphins have I heard and admire.
When fell disease and fatal draws nigh
to them, they fail not to know it but
are aware of the end of life. Thep
they flee the sea and the wide waters
of the .deep and come aground on the
shallow shores. And there they give
up their breath and receive their doom
upon the land. . . . Excellence and
majesty attend them even when they
perish, nor do they shame their glory

in the smallgst insect could be proved.
No; animals on land or in sea do not
commit suicide, however foolish the
manner of their death may seem. The
lemmings, which plunge into the sea
by the thousands, doomed to die be-
cause they cannot swim, are driven by
instinct to reégain the element that was
. the matural home of their ancestors e
before they evolved into land’ mam- At
mals. , S
even when they die.” Whales once lived on lang; the, fin-
: Scionuntut‘.mhowaverl.l azwd::d t!::u: ] : SR _ a : Y o ver whale still displays rudimentary
o accept s “excellen : oo v . g : By @ Lknuckles and er bo that if
fact uptil the year 1927. Until then, Nov. : we say the Fltl‘:e' Killemg' werely
the Falss Killer Whale was regarded returning to the earth wheré their an-

a8 an extinct species. A fossilized cestors once wallowed, we mdy be as
skull had been found in the Lincoln- pear the truth as any bafled scientist.

Here Is the Skeleton of the Largest Whale Ever Caught, Being Assembled in the New Whale
Room at the South Kensington Museum at London.
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