NATICNAL 1 OUNDRY. |
SPEECH OF IION. JXO. A. GILMER,l
' O NORTH CAROLINA, -

Iy 7ux Hovstor REPRESENTATIVES, ;

Febrvary 21, 18359,
The House being in the Committee of the ’
Whole on the state of the Union—

Mr. GILMER said :

My, CiairMax: In offering any
views in cupport of the ‘claims of my
native State, North (.'-a.trolinu, to a share

af the public pattonage and - disburse-
1uentsin the establishment of national
works I am at once struck with two
impartant reflections. | First, that, of
the wmany millions invested in munifi-
cent &overnment structurcg, distribu-
tinggo much capital amona the people
where they are erected, and, ut the
sams time, strencthening the hand of
commeree and enterprise in their re-
spective localities, 2nd from which all
of the sca-board States’have derived
more or less advantage, the old North
State, though one of the most faithful
of the thirteen si:ters who pledged
their jewels, treasure, and honor upon
the altar of liberty, and never broke
the vow, has yet to be rewarded with
the firt particle of Gavernment pa-
Lo AN I« -i_r.-l:l;li-{fr-].!';:_'1‘{":_: and
tecond, and perbaps more astomshing
hat mineral wealih |of such almost

i exteut, as I proven 'tr‘z:___(-.\:is:
omid wnt leng ere this, have

ed into aetive use by well di- '
ected individual enterprise. Here are
two manifest derclictions of duty of
some sort, and should eclaim the imme-
diate attention ol cyery true don of
North Carclina. ) _

The fir-t negloet, T fear, has resnlt-
ed frovn the want of proper attention,
and wigidaneg on the part of her Rep-
resen thts floor, who have
spent too much of their time upon ab-
stract propositions, in fostering. the
mere prlitics] issues of theday; whieh,
when advancenient ortenure of place
13 to be the result, are nover wanting
for urdent, if not furious advoeates,
while the real interests of the constitn-
eney, and the BState ithey represent,
have been oo much neglected. Dave,
weeks, months, and years, have been
vested or labored awiy, urging in the
polificaiforum, mat tens whollyabstract
and foften ineapable of even a practi.
cal test; and in which fact consists, in
many instances, the major part of the
apparent dignity and effect of such is-
sues, while real, pracgical, useful ques- !
tiong, of thedevelopmint and improve-
ment of the material resources, aori-
caltural, commercial, and mineral, of
therr State, have been completely ov-
¢ Now, I do uot propose to
arrairn any gentleman for a failurein |
duty, who has hevetoflive,-or now rep-
AT T , for theirréasons for
thelt previons eourse of legi<lative ae-
tion have doubtless bgen tothem satis- |
fuctory and sullivients.  Bat, Ido pro- |
posato aszk them. and all others, to

uriip with mein giving ~ome attention
the real material igterestsof North
~Carglina, In fuct, I hight extend my
remjuns b cyondmy purpose, and couse
theh to apply to many of the other
southern 8 but, in doing so, I
wouid not only essume the dutics of
otlidrs more :_-'--::1;':_-:- nt to do so, but
vould, at the titpe, transcend the
aurtesy extended tome by the House
on lfai;: gceasinn,

Nor can I now do full justice to my
State on this important matter, both
for the want of time and all the infor-
mgtion I could wish, ¢ven were 1 not
limifed by tlis particular subjeet of
the establizhment of a national found-
ery, to which I shall advert direetly.
So immense,and alinost boundless, are
the mineral and manufacturing resour-
ce’iof North Covolina, that a voluinc
may be filled with their variety, qual-
ity, and utility. I speak notinow of
the gold and silver, existing in such
large quantities, and which aresomuch
moke actively songht, but I mean to
allude more particularly to the more
solid, abundant, and, T will add, more
valuable deposits of eval and  iron.—
These are the articlesof universaluse,
whith everybody pays tribute to in
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castonish one not familiar,

‘tublished, not

spme shape, and ever must, so long as
compeerce and agriculture, and their
nataral offspring, ‘manufactures, are
the leading cbiocts ofman’s attention:
I care'not who holds the purse, while
A hald the articles ol indispensable use,
such asscoal and iron. Theformerwill
loose its strings and flow to the lat-
teryras naturally as the magnet is at-
tracdted by the peles. Every man, who
inhabits 2 house or shelters under a
roof, uses, eitherdireetly or indirectly,
the fubries or productsof coal and iron,”
andgpays for them, in  some: shape ;
therefore, every man'is a contributor
to the use of these great staple miner-

1

. ds. While Sp#n and other Europea:

Powers held and absorbed, as it were,
the  so-called precions metals, then
known both to the Old and the New
World, England being possessed of the
solitl coal and iron, the real ‘precious
metinls, has drawn the gold and silver
of §pain and other countries tato her
hational coffers, where they are vot
saldly locked up, and are lik'c-lj.' to be,
while English domestic and ‘commer-
cial policy is observed: and until other
nations, equally blessed with like ma-
terinl, shall adopt the same precept
aid example, of using their best re-
sources, their solid wealth, their coal
and 7ron.

North Carolina is bountifally bless-
ed by Providenée with these solid sta-
ple minerals of coal and iron, and e-
qually blessed with water-power and
other natural elemenfs for bringing
them into use, and which must come
~into use, in spite of present or hitherto
neglect. Her watcr-power, I can al-
most say, is the best in the universe.
Her Yadkin, Ararat, Mitchell’s, Fish-
er's, Dan, Swith, North and South
Tow, Caney, Ivy, Swafzmon, French

5 |

Broad, Pigcon, Tuckaseega, Tennes-
o = a ¥
see, Nantihala, Valley, waaar?ce, Wa-
tauga, New, Catawba, Uwharie, Haw,
and Deep rivers furnish streams for
manufacturing purposes, which will
last inexhaustible, beyond the power
of man to consume, so long as the
mountains from which these streams
flow, shall stand to attest the work and
glory of a bencficent Creator. In her
French Broad alone 1s more water-
power than in all New England put to-
gether, only waiting to be called into
use by an industrial enterprise similar
to that which has made New England
what she i3, and I hope will ever be in
this particular, to -render North Car-
olina in everything hersuperior. Over
four hundred thousandspindles revolve
in Lowell alone, and over ten times
four hundred thousand eanr be moved

So scon as I discovered that this
subject was again recommended to the

attention of Congress, I at once felt

| convinced that North Carolina was
' the State, and the Deep river valley
“the locality, which offered the best fa-

cilities for erecting such a work ; and
when my -colleague, {Mr. Branca, Jat
the last session, offered a bill to this
effect, T was in hopes the effort would

cilitiesshe offered on thissubjeet, would
! be well considered, and, if well sus-

cal and commercial character for a
southern State, it has been permitted
to linger till it is about forgotten. It

by the regular waters of the French
Broad alene, without even making an
impression on the abundant supply.—

Besides the over-abundance of water l

in the limpid streams of the old North
State, they arc exempt from the bitter
frosts and freezine winters, which con-
creal at times the best streams in New
Ingland, obstructing their greater u-
tility, while in North Carolina they
rarelv ever freeze,and areat the same
time blessed with anelevated locality,
and wholesome mountain atmosphere,

rendering her valleys not only safe for

man’s habitation, but equally desira-
}rli’.

But iron ores,
I‘m'ou_\_‘!hnnt the whole State. It would

learn their quantity and extent.  To
attempit to deseribe their precise local-
ity and extent with minuteness, would
lead me into too great detail' ; but be-
fore confining mysclf to the particular

_snhiject des'ened in these remarks, this

much Lwill say @ von may ecast vour
eve on the mapof North Carelina, and
start withme from the county of Stokes
where von have an abundant supply

of coal and irvon, in immediate prox-

-mity: you may go westward, .border-

g hard on the Virginia and then the
Tenmessee le, till voureach the Roan
mountain, and from thence bear south-
ward till you reach Kine's mountain,
which continually calls to mind much

of the heroism of the Revolution ; and

from thence eastward till you run into
' the Deep river valley, and you will
have traveled over deposits of iron, so

abundant, of such superior quality,
that not a similar scope of country on
the earth can surpass it. Forming,
as 1t were a great reserve treasured

up in nature's store-house waiting for

the trained hand of the enterprising
ntilitarian to gquietly mnlock and use,

(1o the benefit and wealth of mankind.
CLeannot contemplate the vastness and

value of these sinews of wealth and

gvandeur of my native State without

being greatly moved, and long to sce
the day when a better directed indus-
try and wiser political economy shall.
with fostering poliey, eall them forth,
s bid North Carolina be inpractical
fact what she is by nature designed,

[ one of the Dest andmost extensive iron

producing countries in the world.—
(nee developed, the mines will sustain

| themselves; and the southern forge

and rolline-mill will sustain and meet
the southern demand, and every car-
wheel that traverses the State, bear-
inz the produets of her soil, will wind
their way over iren rails taken from
the same soi} withont the aid of tariffs
or protectioh; and then, indeed, may
we talk of afd about southern iide-
pendence.

It has long liecen a growing convie-
tion on the part of the Government,
that a na'tional foundery should be es-
only for the certain
supply of a better article of certain
kindsg of fabries of iron for naval and
mllitary use, but also to improve the
system of combining, and the effect of
combining. the various deseriptions of
iron, aud other kindred metallie ores.
This important subject atonce attract-
ed the attention of the peesent able
Seeretary ef War, npon hisinstallment
into office, and in his first annual re-

' port he spoke and recommended the
' subject, in the following carnest and
- emphatic manner :

“The importanice to the yublie eervice of
establizLing a national foundery has been o

L often brought to the attention of Congress by
-my predecessors, that nothing but a convie-

ticn of its zreat eonsequenceto the publicand
i}l'l\ ate mtéreste o' t !I.l_: Wh-'-]t‘ (_‘OLI.B:I'_\' encour-

. azes me to mention it again.

“A well-managed national foundery would

tyvery speedily develop and establisii faets, |

which would add immensely to our national
wealth, Itis searcely to be ceredited that.
with the infinite variety of iron ore. and their
bentidless extent in the United States. we
sheuld not huve yot diseovered a niine capa-
ble of makine the very best gun, or, if such
be liscoverad. that there are no means hy
which the ymbiie service ecan be benefited by
it: but such is the fuet. ’

A natonaltoundery wonlidserve asa grent
latoratory at which the quality and value of
metuls throughout the whele Confederacy
wonld be tested and fixed.,  Every variety of
iron, with its speeial adaptation to particalar
uses, would, in o few years. be familiarly
known i the country, and individual enter-
prises would be sq

cost: whiist a great national brandh of indus-
try might, by tiis means, receivel legitimate
aind efficient cucouragzement.

“There is but little doubt that many Amer- |

ican iron pres are equal, at least. to those of
Norway, and yet the national armories are
driven by necessity to prchase from abroad
the Norwegian iron for the manufacture of
small arms. Choosing to have the best quali-
ty of arma, we must go abroad for the best
gnality ofiron. A national foundery would
£00n teach to improve the manufacture ofiron
and we wonld be saved the mortification of
bringing iron from albroad, and the maoney,
too. we have to pay for it.

“The cost of heavy guns would - presently

tlie best and most a- !
. bundant, as I have stated, abound

to seec or|
tout disparagement to other places,

ved, in experimeuts, many |
times the amouat which the works would |

is now my purposec to revive the sub-
ject, and claim for my State a fulland
fair Learing inthe premises. I premise,
‘then, by saying that the Deep.river
vallev, in the State of North Carolina,
|is a suitable place for a national foun-
'dery, and that the State of North Car-
olina has peculiar claims for its loca-
tion within her borders.

' What constitutes a suitable place
for a natignal foundery ?

1, )Iitﬁerals and other materials for
use in such a work: and of these, prin-
cipally coal and iron ore.

2. Locality, accessibility to tide-
water, -and inaccessibility to an enemy
in time of war.

o. Climate, and means for subsist-
ing a population of mechanics and
workmen.

On the first I can safely say, with-

that the Deep river valley hias no su-
perior. It has coal of the best and
most abundant quality. It is a bitu-
minons coal, totally free from sulplinr,
or other noxious element militating
against its free use for manufacturing
Inirpu»‘cﬁ of any deseription. It iscon-
ceded to be one of the best gas coals
in the world, and yields the greatest
abundance of the best eoke for smelt-
ing and forge work, and is well adapt-
ed for making what is called hollow-
fires, for heavy wrought-iron work.—
Its iron ores, too, are equally super-
lor, embracing every variety. The
specular, brown hematite, magnetic,
and blue-clay oves, are inexhaustible,
and arc all bedded togetherina narrow
compass,  And then, over and above
any other place known on the conti-
nent, the only workable vein of black-
band ore intdrlinesthe coal-ficlds them-
selves; not only so, but are the decp-
est in thickness and extent ever yet
discovered in any country. Thisisnot
asgumption, but fact, proven and visi-
ble to the inspection of any inguirer.
A shaft, lately sunk by one of the
companies engaged in operating these
mines, tothe depthof five hundred feet.
discloses no less thanupwardsof seven
feet of coal, and bver eleven feet of
black-band ore, all confined in a stra-
tum of some forty feet. This is only
one spot; but others are equally favor-
ed.  But this important malleablear-
ticle of ore, for the purpose of making
a1l the descriptions of fabries for war
and naval use, eannot be over-estima-
ted, and should give a controlling in-
fluence in the selection of the locality
for such a national work. With theuse
of this deposit, exclusively, as vet,
found in workable quantities in . the
Deep river valley, combined with the

other and harder ores found in such!
areat abundance, will enable the Gov- !

ernment to make every deseription’of
iron fabries, from the hardest steel
cannon or shaft, down to the softest

loop-band that can ‘be demanded for |

any part of the naval or military de-
partments.

mong whom I may mention prominent-
ly Professors Johnson, Jackson. and
Emmons—the latter being the author-
1zed State geologist for
na. From their united
statements intheir several reports, the
fullowing aresomeof their conclusions:

thie best Neweastle coal, and the best
for making gas, for which purpose it
would bring in New York six or seven
dollars per ton.

2. It is very easy to work, and free
of tault.

3. Itis admirably suitable forsmelt-
ing iran, being free from sulphur.

4. Black-band iron ore overlies and
underlies the coal, and ecan be mined
from the same pits and openinas.

5, The black-band is in deposits
eighteen inches to six fect thick, and
of a better gquality than any found in

Scotland, containing such a large por-

tion of bitumen, and of so peculiar a
character that from twelve to sixteen
gallons of kerosene oil can beextract-
ed from it while it is being calcined to
fit it for the blast furnace. Six to six-
teen inches is the usual thickness of the
black-band iron ore in Secotland.

6. Hematite iron ore, clay-band,
and also magnetic iron ores, are in e-

normous deposits within ten miles of

the coal and black-band.

above deposits, of a quality superior to
any made in Scotland, in any quanti-
ty, and at prices less than in Seotland,
the proximity of the minerals to each
other more than compensating for the
 higher wages inmining.

.tical Scotch iron master,
the Deep river valley :

' “I am satisfied that pig iron ecan be made

of about ten, dollats per tom, ;
Price in New York and Boston varies from

move steadily forward, and that the
claims of North Carolina, and the fa-'

tained, as I belicve they can be, con- | hematite, s
ceded and allowed. Bat, like mostqff ing imme iately contiguous, leaves
measures which are of a truly practi-/

7. Pig iron can be made from the

Saysa prac-

speaking of

Le diminished, and their quality would be, | at & coet of nine dollars per ton in Chatham
undoubtedly, very materially improved. jcounty, on the banks of the Deep river. Une
| “It therefors appears to me that every con- | bundred and fifty thousand dollars would suf-
| eideration of sound policy and economy de- | fice to buy encugh of mineral land to supply
' mands the establishment of a national found- | two furnaces with material for some genera-
ery, which I accordingly respectfully recom- | tions. It would suffice to sink the pits, and

mend,” | erect two furnaces on the Scottish principle:
I p

and, as the minerals are the same-as in Scot-

land, the plans ht to be im from
thence, The tﬁ?ﬁmace& coul make fonr
hundred to five hundred tons a week—eay
twenty thousand tons per annum—at a eost

twenty-two dollarsto twenty-eight doflars per
ton.”

Tn addition to these materials, there

is fire-clay of best quality, in great a-

bundance, interlining the seams of

coal and black-band ore ; thus afford-

ing, from the same pit or shaft, coal,
iron ore, and fire-clay ; and the other
descriptions of iron ore, to wit, the
ecular, and magnetic, be-

nothing to be done but to develop and
usc them to any extent and in every
shape that the Government can wish

. or require the use of iron.

The second supposed requisite for a
suitable site for a national foundery—
the “locality, accessibility to tide wa-
ter, and inaccessibility to an enemy’”
—I will briefly state, is advantageous-

ly presented in these North Carolina

coal fields. The Deep river flows thro’
the coal and iron deposits. It is a
beautiful stream, highly adapted to
slack-water works, which are now be-
ing constructed. The distance from
the site of the works to the seaboard,
or mouth of the Cape Fear river, into
which Deep river flows, is only about
one hundred and sixty miles; and tide
water, to the depth of some twelve
feet, comes to within some seventy

‘miles of the place where a national

foundery could be advantageously e-
reeted.  With the s]n('k-wu'for works
completed, as they soon will be, be-
sides a railroad to Faaetteville, now
under eonstrueceion, the fabries for
Government use can safely and con-
veniently be carried out "to the adja-
cent seaports, or borne by railroad ;
whilst no cnemy’s fleets ean ascend
the stream, or an armed foree invade

the establishment without marching |

over land a considerable journey ;

whicliis about as nigh security as can
be obtaimed.  The locality I claim to

be a ;_mml one.

Thirdly, elimate, and means of sub- |

sisting a population of mechanies ani
workmen. In this respeet the Decp
river valley certain possesses superior
advantages. It forms, indeed, the di-
viding line hetween what are peculiar-
Iy southern and northern products.—
Extending south from the locality of

the mines, you traverse the cotton and

rice rewious where those staples are
produced for export to all partsof the
world; while, moving towards the north
and west from these mineral deposits,
vou are greeted with a fine wheat,

corn, and other vegetable-producing |

region, adorned with beautiful seene-
ry. In fact, all thestaples, cithernorth
or south, for the subsistence of work-

men, ean be commanded in the Deep .

river valley at the cheapest and most
accommodating rates. By way of des-
cription, it may be said that these val-
uable mineral deposits are in “a good

land; a land of brooks of water, of

fountairs, and depths that spring out
of valleys and hills; a land of wheat
and barley and vines and fig trees and
pomegranates; aland of olive, oil, and
honey.”  And besides this, the eli-
mate itself is excellent, being clevated
and healthy, abounding in fresh water
springs of the purest quality. No re-
gion igmore healthy thanthat of which
I am now speaking.

There is also an abundant supply of
oak and all other timber snitable for
such purposes as will be needed about
a natioual foundery, within convenient
reach,  There are also limestone and
other =uitable materials for practical

| use in a foundery, in abundantsupply,
lin the country round about.

Several very alle and lucid reports | '
have been made by eminent geologists |
who base their statements upon actual |
explorations, made with the greatest |
caution and attention to the facts, a- |

Then,
may I rot ask, what more is needed
for supplyingallthe demandsrequisite
for a national foundery? Can asmuch
as I have here attempted to state, be

said of any other named locality 7 It |
| is true, other places may possess some |
| particular articles of material to an
_ |equal, and perhaps greater, degree
North Caroli- | than is to be found in the Deep river

opinions and valley; hat then, can all the materials
- be fonnd to the same extent, variety,

i1 me o ‘and quality 7 Till better informed, T
1. The coal is of a quality equal to|

assert t.‘.wy cannot; that the same va-

| rieties of iron ore, with the same sup-
ply and quality of coal, with all the
- other materials Thave enumerated sui-
| table for the making of every deserip-
tion of iren fabrie for Government or |

national use, are yet to be found in

not the Government pay proper defer-

ence to a place so suitableand favored
by nature, in selecting its site for a

national foundery? Why shall not . :
" ¥et read wuipon thé subject, the vast internal |

North Carolina number within her

borders some one of the Government

structnres, when she offers at least e-
qual, if not the best, facilities; and de-
rive, in common with her sister States
some of the advantages to the trade
and commerce of her citizens, result-
ing from Government expenditures ?
This latter consideration would not he
proper if North Carolina did not offer

equal facilities for the crection of a |

pational foundery to any other State | },i heir code of Laws printed at the Ex-

or locality; but when it is so clearly

 demonstrated that she dees, I feel au-

thorized to claim for ler thefull bene-
fit of an equality in the distribution of
the public patronage; and Iinvoke the
voice of every Represcntative she has

in this Capitol to unite with me in the |
I trafy regret that the op-
portunity has not been favorable for
my colleague to urge the bill he in-

demand.

troduced at the last session, or that
better progress could not have been

made. But there is yet time and op-
portuniiy, and let the future improve
it. If it shall be my province to wield

(3200.000.)— | {
tthat s 8o justly due from this Govern-| .

' so far as the Government has the right

"more practical and available resorted

' them, or a possible benefitin their pro-

the advantages and rights of North baut the President has appoint B et
Qarolina in the premis:ﬁ, I shall keep | from Pennsylvania-to that officé, and elevat-
n the movements :
?ﬂf&;ﬁ?gﬁfg}lﬂf; andshall not | aful mimster plenimnﬁar}',_j,n order to give
fail to urge for my nasive State all him $12,000a year. y o
“ We got along well emough until within
the last few months, with a cpnsul general at
Japan, who received a salary of 3,000. The
President has elevated him . np toxthe grade
' of minister resident, in order to give him $10
000. We got along until sonie time i Octo-
ber last, with a minister msid@l:l_t in Austria,
at a compensation of $9,000 el.year £ b‘ut all
of a sudden another citizen of Permsylvania
was sent abroad to that missign, and was el-
evated to the rank of envo¥ extraordinary
and minister plenipotentiary gt compensa-
tion of 3120004 vear. Herg.are three offi-
ces, at a respective increase of their compen-
sation, by the mere Aat of the President, of
23,000, §5,000, aud $3,000 per!,gnhum. .

T

d g gentleman

ment to her long-neglected resources,

and power to act.

:In fact, I wish tp sec a new era op-
en up in the South generally. I wish
to see less fustain and parade of new-
fledged and broken-down politicians,
in the shape of so called southern com-
mercial conventions, and something

to. There 1s better, as well as more
profitable, work before us than the
mere echoing of high-sounding resolu-
tions, without a feasible feature in

visions, to the South or anybody else,
beyvond the fancy of those who pass
them. I wish to see our valleys and
mountains brought into actual use.—
I wish to sce our streamsstudded with
mills, whose numberless spindles and
looms shall echo back an eternal re-
sponge to their ever and onward flow-
ing current. I wish to see the blast of
the furnace, and hear the strokes of
the forge, deelaring the fact that com-
merce and manufactures are in ripe
development. I wish to see the moun-
tains of the South, pregnant withtle'r
mines of wealth, disgorginge their hid-
den treasures, and furnishing to our
prosperity as certain tribute as they
afford delightful retreats and abodes
to our eitizens. In short, I wish to sce
the South, in faet, what natyre has
eminently designed her to be, a‘com-
mereial and manufacturing, as well as
an agricultural people. We can then |
boast of our greatness, because. we
will then be great and prosperous.

such a character, Lhﬁl this ex;peudit{:re ean
be put upon us, annuplly, byghe mere will
of the President, it is high timg that this bu-
siness. was overhauled. Io¥ many more
cases mizht beselected I do i'ta'{}:?lqw.' I am
not aware of anything that has transpired in
relation to these countries calling for such in-
erease of the compensation of_our ministers,
I have heard of no rupture between us and

lesin the domestie relatiofs, fnatead.of for-
cizn relations, that brousht about the *in-
crease of salary., :
“Sir, in the time when wa hiad -a foreign
poliey '
rog, (ol Llesz his memory ! ivas minister to
five or six countries at once.” *He did not get
anvthing like the compensation of any of
these gentlemen, and he performed his duty
ten times better than ad! of them put togeth-
It is an enormous abus& « Tt is not to
ecarry on our loreign interconrse. It ds to

er.

pension personal and-politiegl t:";;'ivmls.”

! .
- -k

@he dhredell Express,
EUGENE B. DRAKE & SON,

EDITORS AYD PROPRIETORS,

'Great Five in Memphis.. ..

On the 2d instant, a half sqqare of Mem-
phils on Maine street was hutf;u down, “at
nizht, inclnding the printing $flices of the

| Easle and Enquirer, Avalaneli®, Ledger, C.
- Advoente. and Preshyterian Sentinel.
Loss 2150000,  Partfally inspred,
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PERSONS DESINOUS TO REMIT Us MONET, l. o % Yol LS ’
Can do sont our risk, by making the Post Masler's Res | The Washmgton Clty Tragedy.

cript, Lo exhilit, i ease the money got lost,  GolildalTars, ¥ v ; Yo a ’ . N
> Fat - i . ' s i * laat 1 hir ' n
when sent shiondd e stk to the inside of the shoet with W ‘_._-:'l"‘ _”] "”_l _Id--t a bngl ﬂ; connt of t]ll
seading-wix or a waler,  Postazesstanips taken as money. -:-»]lt’_u'-tlllg 0l l’illl]lp Barton ]\J}}' I:\-'.' Hon.
~mmrmmannannana~~ | Daniel E. Sickles, of New.York. We find
W. A. Jurney, Esq., Is our diily author- | in the Washington m‘-t'rc:-‘-puuﬂ(*lwe of
sed geent for Iredell county, to receive sub- | New York Times a full accoant of this nu-
seriptions for the Xpress and sien receipts | frtunate atlalr.  After relerdiye to the ru-
in the names of the publishers. ITe will al- ! mors prejudicial o the ehamcter of Mis.
g0 attend to making collections for our office | Sickles. which had been cirenlaging for some
generally, ., tine Tn Washington society, thy writer says

|  “Durinz the whole of the Kist ession of
| Congress, the tall figure of +fr. Key was
| constantly 1o be seen in tha ' Presudent’s-

- .- e s

District Convention—Congressman.

We are requested to give nstice o
that a Convention will be held by the | -I“_‘l”l“!".‘l‘-_:'.i’!""""!‘"{l‘_)if;;:_._. ol 4
Whigs of the Sixth Congressional |7 0¢0es S S, Sivties wagps constantis
distriet, at WINSTON, on the 127n
day of APRIL next, to nominate a
Party candidate to represent the dis-
trict in the next C-mgl'e:-':i two years,

The Counties composing the dis-

takiment.

sinnal recess,

In the interval of ‘i“'“p Congres-
Mr. Kev ipade agzhort visit to
New Yorl, still withowt exeiting wmny abgolute
" r-'l:r-‘i_}i('iL-n of i!l‘l]-r(i]'ll'it"!t_\' in the®mind of My,
| Sickles 1 althonzh  other frienkz of the un-
happy lady, and amongz thempgher mother

ed him td the rank of envoy extraordinary |

Aunstria: I have heard of né eomplication of |
Lo -® 3 - L wz | = 24 . .
our difficulties. I rather thinkit was troub, [ }ouge to follow Key and engage him in con-

{ versation sothat he would not get out of sight,

worth calling speh, old- ~James Mon- |

the) cre in the

\ {man has dishonored my bed
Lin his company at all plices uf‘:"!_nnlrlin enter- e took Butierworth'sarm, and walking fromn
Fthe spot with the most jeefeet self-possessit
| on, proceeded to Attorney General Black's,

LI

his terrible suspicions. At first Mrs. Sickles
atrongly denied her gailt; but on her hus.
band’s asking her whether, on the Wednesda

previous, ehe had not entered the house on

ifteenth street, in a certain particular dr¢i§g_
e 4

and concealed by a hood, she cried ont,

am betrayed and lost!” and swooned away,
On recavering her senses, she admitted her
guilt, and besought mercy and pardon. Mr,
Sicklgs calmly said he wauld not injure her,
since he believed her the vietin of a scoun.
drel, Lut that he had a right to & full confes
gion. Two ladies in the house were sent for
as witnesses, and in their presence, Mrs,
Sickles made a full confession in writing, stating
that her connection with Mr. Key had com-
menced in April last, under Mr. Sickles’ roof;-
but that Mr. Key had sine¢e hired the house
in Fifteenth street, in which they had con-
stantly met. Mrs. Sickles’ confession was
made in the midst of the bitterest contrition
and misery. Her husband simply asked her
to give him back her wedding-ring, and de-
sired her to write to her njother to come and
take her from his house forever. Mrs. Sickles

. made no objections, admitting the justice of
“* Now, sir, if it be that our fegislation is of
- guage,

her punishment in the most affecting lan-
Her mother will arrive to-morrow to .
remove her from this fearful scenc of guilt,

 remorge. and blood.

Once having quitted thé presence of his
wife, Mr. Sickles gave way. to the most terri-
hie emotion, and passed the night in a state
bordering on distraction=—a fecling which
was worked into madnesa this morning on

' secing the causc of his misery, Mr. Kev, with

gay andacity piss opposite the window of his

- wite's roomp and wave his handkerchief—the

usual signal for assignation.
Asking Mr. Butterworth, who was at his

herushed up stairs for his pistols, and quickly
following, found Butterworth and Key to-
gether, at the corner of Sixteenth sfreet, when
the tragedy took place. -

On coming up, Sickles walked direct|y to
Key, and said, “You have dishonored my
bed and family, you scoundrel—prepare to
die I”—at the same time drawing his pistol.
Almost simultaneously Key placed his hand
inside his vest, and drawing what appeared
to be a pistol, but what was really an opera-
alass, said, “You had better not shoot!”
~ Sickles at ence fired, Key at the same time
throwing his glass at him. This shot only
grazed Key. slizhtly raising the skin of his
side, and he immediately leaped behind a tree
to avoild anothershot. Sickles followed, and
Key, catcliing hisarm, endeavored to prevent
him from-firing. but Sickles disengaged him-
self, and firing again, shot Key in the upper
part of the right.thigh, clese to the main ar-
tery.

Falling on Lis hip and gnpporting himself

)N with his hand, he eried, “Murder! don't

shoot " Sickles still followine, fired again,
with his pistol close to Kdy, the ball passing
thronoh i[nis body below the breast.

In the meantime the report of the pistol
and Key's erieg startled those in the neigh-
borhood. ALr. Thomas Martin, a Clerk in
the Treasury Department, who Lappened at
the moment to be leaving the Club, rushed
back, aud calied out, ** Key is murdered !”

Messrs. Doyle, Upshur and Tidball, who
Club at the time. procceded has-
tily to the spot, when thev tound Sickles

t sfanding over the hody of Key, with his pis-
| tol presented at his head, and which he tri-
Fed twice

:

to discharge, but which snapped
both times—and Mr. Butterworth standing
by composedly.

On Mr, Doyle’s touching Siclkles on the

_ i _ [#houlder, the latter at auee desisted, and
Sickle's&Washingtoh | turning around,  said -

“Lrentlemen, .this
1']!(!1‘1 this

and delivered hims=elf into custondy.”
Mre. Sickles, adds the correspundent, is
about 22 vears-of age, and has two children.

triet, are invited ta hold nwétiﬂgs and | repeatediy warned her of the ftal precipice | She is of Ttalian extraction, and is said to be

{on ther brink of which she wir permitting

{ very pretty,

'alone ?

:ip]mint ilclugatvs in time to attend
said Convention.

Shade T;-;es.

We perceive that the Court-Honse Syuare
has bLeen improved by transplantine Trees
from the neighboring forests. We are plens-
el with the good tasta which has induced
this improvement. Will not those owning
lots on the prircipal strects in Town fullow
the zoodexamyple, and enhanee hoth the com-
fort and value of their property by planting
Shade-Trees in front 2 In cases of fire Shade
Trees have been known often to urrest the
prozress of the flammes, and thus save larre
amounts of property from destruetion.

will conciude what we have to say upon the
subject:

* As ‘Springtime is coming,” T have
thought it was a good time to talk about set-

ting out Shade-Trees, now, for in a few more

weeks it will be too liate.

anything which gives more certain proot of

good taste, than well-arranged Shade-Trees ?
And ean you not judge of the prosperity of ::
city, and the taste of individuals, by this test

by the trees in frout ?

make one or two suzzestions:

and straiglit ones,

Next, use great care in

arranzine them into steaieht line<: and. last-

]

ly, rejeet the sycamore, and common oak.—
Other kinds, such as elin, locust, maple, ete.,

) | are the best, or umongthe bLest. |
such connection in any one place.— |

| And Eghen ask the question, why will

Spegg1 of Hon. J o?m A. Gilmer,

Have younot seen many unpretend-

Now, as trees are not
expensive, let every man who owns a lot in
the city, plant some trees at once. but while | A0 Sl 2, !
~ . ; < .| What is the twilight? what ¢
[ am talking on this subject, allow me 10 | 3 _ i, ST
= then was the synonym of hogpitality, the
Fir~t—:clect | mo=t frank, and generous and @gisy ?
trecs not less than three inclies in diameter, |
| Mr. Sickles went on to New
| his alsence the husx spics of =agiéty ohserved
| that the attendance of Me. K

herse!lf to trifle, It was hoped Fant the affair

| world come to an end of itselty and that one
| or both of the parties mo=t nean-; implieated,

wonld perecive the real drift of*g eir conduet
i time to avold its almost " ingtable conse-

Nees,

m 4
But an the reassemibling of é‘-n:rv:—‘s. an

(the return of Mrs, Sickles to3Waszhinaton,
| Mr. Kex's attentions, &nd the.scandal con-
' sequent upon them, were revived with greater
tardor than before.
| larly noticeable man-in point of personal ap-
! I"(‘?‘l!‘ll”('(‘l

Mr. Kev was a particn-

tall. wellsformed; much more
athletic man than Mr. Sickles, gnd especially

&

( fondd of exercise on horsebacks He rode an
liron-grey horse: and searcele n day has
! passed since the return of Mrs. Sicklos 1o the
. jcapifal, on which His tall fimwee. his white

10]

following remarks copied from an exchanee |

riding eap, his well-trimmed meustache, and
iron-grev horze micht not have been seen two

, or three times inithe rourse ofathe mornine

on the rirenit of Prezildent’s square. or at the
door of Mr. Sickles’ house, ghich stands

' quite alone on the north side &1 the square,
Cand is a very conspicious huilZing of white
Do yon know of { stueeo.

[t was but on Tuegfay last, (=0
swift and fearful a dream dgiz tlie whole

story reem.,) that, on| visitings Mra. Sickles,

L o

se for him at

| Tuesday being her day of rees tion, 1 found

! Mr. Key there, his horse waig-

| by * G ]

 thedoor. The rooms were filleavich a pleas-
- 4 . SR g |

rantcompany : the soft Spring sg hliekt poured

N R ranee | 0 At the open windows : “and 1 Mra. Sickles

ug cottages e OLTS rown appearance | |, .vwelff in her almost girlish beguty, wearing

a bonguet of crocuses, the ﬁr_&]inga of the
vear, seemed the verv.incarnaton of Hprin
€.

Cand vonth, and the beautiful fi@mise of i

house that

“In the early part of the wegdk beéfore Inst,

prk. Durine
‘e nt his honse
Wis even more unremittinghgn usnal. Mr,

| Sickles returned to Washinztas on the mor-
[ nine of the day
| and from thattime upté Friday last. nothing
! occurred to make the matter of"4iis wife's re-

of the - Napier Ball,

The reader will find an excellent S[‘E(‘f‘}l of ]nllnu:? with Mr. }\.-_\— more gh-n“ i’nrflinarll}.‘

Hon. John A. Gilmer upon the subject of a
National Foundery. in to-day’s paper. It
goes to show more -than anvthing we have

prominent in his mind. So fu? was he from
manifesting anything like iniwdinate or ty-

| ranuical suspicion, that he allgwed Mr. Key
| to escort Mrs, Sickles. as usugl .on Pennsvi-
| vania avenne, and 'l saw theg ¥y company

with Mr. Henry Wikoft' at €1 theatre on
| Wednesday night.  Oa Thumgday, Mr, and
| Mrs. Sickles entertainel a Jarg party at din-

resources of North Caralina, and which her
citizens have so long neglected to make avail-
able. North Curolina if peopled with yank- |

ees or English, would, in a short while, get
to be the garden ‘spot of the world ; for they,

+ would not delay in using the necessary ener-

gy to bring into active mse the vast dormant
resources of the State.

Good and Wholesome Laws.
The corporation of Morganton have just

press office, aud a better code we have not

ner. Over that gay and briliaut company
how near and fearful a doom tapended !
On the next day (the day befiire yesterday, )

| Mr. Sickles reccived fronf sgme enemy of

mankind an anonymous lette; stating with
precision £0 minute as to mak - suspicion im-

| perative, that Mr. Key had rered a house on
| Fifteenth streer, above K streo zfrom a negro
y woman,

and thnt he was if: the habit of
meeting Mrs. Sickles there twe'sr three times
a week, or oftener. ‘The perse and dress of
Mrs. Sickles were accuarately (‘escribed, and
the usual time’of theinterview: jpecitied. Ac-

{ companied by a friend, Mr. {Jckles went to
the house designated and fou¥d every state-
ment of the anonymous write) ‘corroborated.
Mr. Key had taken the house® and he had
constantly met there a lady gaswering very
closely in description to Mrs. yiickles. '

Mr. Sickles still elung to the hope that the
| person who had stooped to 41e baseness of
| making such charges tinder ¢ je veil of sec-
resy, might have thoroughly “eceived him,
and that Mrs. Sickles was ni4 ‘the, lady in
| question ;- he accordingly reque ted hisfrignd,
| Mr. George Wooldridge.: of ¥ew York, to
{ watch the place from the windyw. of a house

seen. Knowing the energy of Mayor Brown,
Morganton, under the government of these
Laws will be a *“ model city.”

More Extravagance—Democratic Au-
thority. ’ .
In the Senate, the other day, Mr. Pugh, »
distinguished Democrat, spoke as follows:
*“We live under an Administration that
makes great professions of retrenchment, and
yet the extraordinary increase in the salaries
of our ministers abroad, within the last year, | 5ust-oppoeite. . 2

. . i » ]
ought to arrest the attention of Congress and | On Saturday no meeting tock place, and
the eountry. Until the incoming of the |the woman in charge seems # have stated

a voice in the deliberations which will ' present Administration, it quite enfficed us to | that none had oceurred since 1 ednesday.

finally dispose of this question, I shall | have a minister to China of the rank of com-
be found earnest in insisting upon both missioner, at a salary of $9,000 per annum ;

On Saturday evening, Mr. Sgykles, resolved
no longer to play the spy uponhis honor, de-
termined to confront his wifeldirectly with

Shortly after their marringe
Mr. Sickles was appointed Seeretary of Le-
London, and in the houschold of
Mr. Buchanan, then American Minister

ration ot
. finel
in Lonon Nociety, his bride was the ubject
of much admiration, an aeeonut of her ¢har-
ming person  and manners, Mr, Sickles is
anative of New York eity, and represents
one of the Districts of that ¢ity in Congress,
He is about forty vears of age, of goodires-
ence and graceful manners, and by his abili-
ties has won reputation as a rising leader of
the Demaciatic party inithe State of New
Ie was originalls#a printer by ocen-
Mr. Key was the son of Franci« S,
Key, the author of the *“ Star Spangled Ban-

York.
pation.,

| ner.” e was a widower with four children.

- .- ——

Terrible Stedmboat Disaster on the
Iiississippi River.
On the 28th Feb., the splendid steamboat

| Princess, from Vicksburg, for New Qrleans,
[ erowded with passenzers, when near Baton
I: Rouge on Sumlay morning lagst, took fire and
{ burned to the water'ssedee,

The  passengers were mostly residents of

- Louisiana and Mississippi. A laree numberof
| ladies are among the lost.  Amonz the killed
}is Samuel Watts, of Virginia.

A rreat mn-

oy survivors are hadly sealded and otherwise
Ii!!‘jlll"t’il. The Princess was one of the most

magnificent boats on the Miasissippi. She
and lier cargo are a total losa. .
The cause of the fearful disaster, which has

| iurried =o many precions souls into eternity, |

is not certainly known, but it is reported the
boat was behind time when ghe reaclied Baton
Rouge ; and the engineer declared he would
reach New Orleans by-a ceftain time, or blow
up the boat. [If this be carrect the unfortu-
nate man paid dearly for lis rashiness. He
was cut entirely in two. " Hesides the killed
awl missing, about one hundred are wounded

| —many dangerously.

- .- >

Cost of Democratic Legislation.

The late Democratic’ Legislature, savs the
Raleigh Register, cost the gpod people of thix
State’in the per diem of members and other
expenses at the least all of 370,000, or with-
in some fifteen thousand doMark of the sum
which a few years ago paid all the expenses
of the Sate Government, ;

e ese——

'A Bill to Establish a Free. Hold Home-

stead.

See. 1  That it shall be lawful for
any citizen of this State to file his or
her petition in any Court of Pleas and
Quarter Sessions, of the county in
which they reside, to have laid off a
Homestead not exceeding fifty acres;
to include the dwelling house, or a
house'and lot in any town, the lot not
to exceed two acres, nor of a greater
value than 500 dollars ; whercupon
the Court shall appoint three frechol-
ders, who shall lay off and allot to the
petitioner, by metes and bounds, the
said’ homestead of fifty acres, if he

have so much; if not, all; or in case
the petition be for a house and lot in *
town, the twoacresincluding the dwel-
ling house, by metes and bounds, and

return the same under their hands and
seals to the next term of said Court.




