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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

!: lone ciizens l‘_f‘ e
1'1’1‘!-.1 cscndalenns., L

Our deep and heart-folt eratitnde is due to

that Almizhity Power which has bestowed

vupon us sucl varied and numerous blessimge |

throughout the past year. The general Lieulth
of the conutry has been excellent © onr har-
vests hiave been unusnally plentiful, andd pros-
perity smiles throughout the land.  Indeed,
notwithstanding our dejneritz, we have moch
reasan to believe from the past events in our
history, that we have enjoyed the speeial pro-
rection of Divine Providence ever since onr
origin as a nation.  We have heen exposed
to many threatening and alurming difliculties
in our progress: but on each suceessive ocea-
gion the i.]ll]lf'l'l'“ll_’_’ clowd hias Lieen dissipated

cat the moment it appeared ready to burst up-

“ederaey,

.

ou onr head, and the danger to our institu-
tione has ]-115:-'.011 away. May we ever be un-
dor the divine _’_'_'l[ili:l.!li'l“:ill'i }'I"Jll‘l'!il\ll !
Whilstit iz the dutvof the 'resident “from
time fo time to sive to @oneress information
of the state of the Union.” 1 shall not refer
in detail to the recent 2=ad and bloody oceur-
renees at Harper's Forey,  Sll, Qg is proper
to oleerve that these events, lioawvever bald and
<'r|u-'| ‘u; Il]t-ln*vh'r#, .iur‘.l\'.' I!!".r!' l'!lii-ll i]n!m!‘~
taneo roine the :l[-]rr‘i'h('hﬁi-lh that []li*_\’ fre
bt egmptoms of aw incarnble disease in the
',uh]p- |~.1il|-1‘ \\‘ilit'il Ili.l". ll!r.‘]'.\ it '}II ,-tl“
Im-r'tT IE.‘!H{_’"V"H" M e terninate it

L=t imoann ooact a1 bv the North to aliolish

1
el

~lavers e the Somthe Whilst, for mivself 1
erterlain o sncl :1!r|-1'\.}n'h-l--||: t]l-_\' -,='1::"]|F lu
sflord a solenn westiing (o7 us all 1o Letvare

of the approach of davger,  Our Union is a
stakd of suel tmestimable value n= to demand
our ennstant and watehiful visilanee for its
preedevation, In this view. let me implore
WV comgtevinen, N‘”lll‘”?lli Sonthe, to enlii-
vate the ancient teclindee o ontial Srbear
:1!;1'1-1:1!1:[ '-.uul ” ll[:n]
.-!I"I\ 'O Y] :|”:]'\' e <:"TH"‘I )| .I.'if i’ ""l";ll'l':':
Lt sl =trite now alive i the land, This
slvige piroceeds rom the heart ol o ol rnli-
lie Mnerionary commuenced o
the st eeneration, smweere the wize and con-
wervative @tatestien of that dav, now !.--:n'l_\'

l--\\;)!n‘- (LU T 1: -~'1.- Ve

w liadie semviee

| the progperity of the Territories, aswell as the ' sober, orderly, and_gniet _siafea_. whose 4n- | parties, and eause them to be published al Emle: lhlj‘!;q'.c?_r‘cﬁ;m;f&qé‘e;’ l?ig,'Ame_{"léan- !,ﬂ:ﬁl

Neneete and Ilyuge of from the North and the South, the East apd | erations.

tranquility of the States. Now. emigrants | cestors have been on the soil for several gen- |

[the West, will meet in the Territorica on a
common platform, having brought with them
that species of property best adapted, in their
own opinion, to promote theirwelfare, From
natural eanzes the slavery question will in‘
l ench case soon virtnally settle itself’ : and be.
fore the Territory is prepared for admission
[asa State into the Union this decidion, ome |

moralize, and exasperate the whole mass, and
produce most deplorable consequences,

if possible, Le still more deplorable.
sent he = treated with kindness and haman-

verworked.

conclusion.  Mennwhile the settlement of thie | a substitute
new Territory will proceed withont nenn’i:];
| interruption, and its progress and prnsperifr

y will not ||e-.g-ml:1n;_fe:‘t-|lur refarded ll}‘ violent i result,

This might tend to barbarize, de- |

ity. He is well fed, well clothed, and not o- | gress had placed at my command, undertheir
His condition is incomparably | resolution of 2d Juune, 1858, On the contra-
better than that of the eoolies which modern ' ry, the President of that: republic, in a friend-
way or the other, will have been -a foregohe | nations of'high civilization have emploved as | ly spirit, acceded promptly to the just and
for African: slaves: . Both they reasonable demands of the.Governmentof the

philanthropy and the self-interest of the mas- United States.
I ter have combined to produce this humane " Assnpiion, the capital of the republie, on
But let this trade be re-opened, and| the 25th January, 1859, and Jeft it on the

guch for the information of our merchants
trading with the Chinese empire.
It affordg me wuch satisfaction to inform. |

{ yon that all our difficulties with the republic | Island 'o protect them from i s
The effect upon the existing slave. would. of Paragnay have been sausfactorily. adjnsted. | well as the oppressiva interferance of (he | tions
At pre- 4

1

It happily did not Lecome necessarv to em-|
ploy the:forge for this purpose which Con- |

Our cominizsioner arrived at

{ “throug

| political strnggles,

Litants of any Territoryshall have reached the | —the ouly place now oo earth where the Af- of Lis mission.

F

When in the progress of events the in!m’n-"
number required to form a State, they will
the exercise of the rights of popular sover-

cignty, to formn a constitution preparatory to |
almission into the Union. After this has

{ been done, to employ the lanzuage of the |

Kansas amd Nebraska act. they “shall be re- |

jeeived into the Union with or withont slav- comes to hLis relief, Lis place ean be supplied | commissianerascended the rivers to Assump-

ery, as (heir constitution may preseribe at the
time of their admission.” This sound prin |

| ciple has happily been recognised, in some

Cdorm or other, v an almaost

| I)('L"n r-I'III-I! -_".'n-;!_ .-.".n'l -'-||;!-” f_‘('lll[illlu_' tor |r-_' eimn-
| I.]u_‘.’(--], tor exeonte

fronsh investization of the snhject. we have

| been imported into the United States except
" the eargo v the Wanderer, vmmbering he-

: unanimous vote
ol bhoth henses of the last Conoress.
All lawful mexns at my command - have |

the laws arainst the Afei-|
can slave-trnde.  Afrer a aost eareful and |
ricorons oxmmination of onreoastz and a tho- |

not heen able to diseoverthat any <laves have |

tween three anl fony hundred.  Those en- |
raeel in this unlawfil enterprize have been i

I1':._'--|"-ll~ll\.‘ prroscette l: bt not with as much
Penedes= as theirerimes have deserved, A num- |

Lier of them are still tmuler proseention |

Our history proves that the Fathers of the | mymerons vietims required to supply it would |tanm waters of the La Pla‘a, and the admira~
Republie, in advance of o1l other nations, | couvert the whole slave coast into a perfect |
[eondemned the Afriean =lave-trade.

It was. |

il f‘ican slave-trade is openly boleratud: and-this | cancluded will be immedium]}- submitted to
(then proceed, in a reznlar manner, and in | in défiance of solemn treaties with a power  tlie Senate.

| are provided for with care and humanity. and |

what will be the effect? The same to a con- . 17th of February, having in threeweeks ably |
sidarable extent; as on a neighboring island and successfully accomplished all the objects

The treaties which he has |

abundantly able at any moment to enforee! | ihe view that the employment of other
their execution. . There the master, intent | than paaceful means might become necessa
upon present gain, extorts from the glave as | ry 1o obrain “just sansfaction” from Paragnay,
much labor as his physical powers are capa- | a sirong naval force was concentrated in the
ble of endnrine—knowine that, when death | La Plala to await contingencies, whilat our

at a price rednced to the lowest point by the tion. The Navy Department is entitled to
competition of rival African slave-traders.— ' great credif tor the promptness, efficiency.
Should this ever be the easein our copntry— | apd economy with which this expedition
which I do not deem. possible—the |present  was fitted out-and conducted. It eansisted
n=eful chiaracter of the domestie insfitution. | of ninetean armed vessels, great and small,
wherein those too old and too voung to work | carryina 200 guns and 2,500 men, all under
the command of the veteran and gallant
Ked, Shubrick, The eatire expenses of the expes
! _ Me | dition bave been delrayed out of the nrdina~
feeling of reeiproeal deperu'!vncc and attach-| ry appmprialim;s for the naval service, ex~
mient which now sexists between master and cept the sam of $289.000 applied lo.l.he'puru
glave wonll be converted into mutnal distrust | chage of seven of lh,e a“:ame[!’ constilulipg
and hostilitv. - a part of it, under the authority of the naval |

Pt we are obliged as a Christian and InoT-| appropriation act of the 30 March last. Itis |
al nation to consider what wonld be the ef* paliaved that (hese steamers are worth more
fect npon unhappy A f"'t‘f} 1""'_"?“' if we should | \han (heir cost, snd they are all now usefully
re-open theslavetrale. “‘P‘- “'““1'_] givethe | 4n i actively employed in the naval service
trade an impulse anid extension which it has 'y anhiearance of 81 large a force, fitled
never-had even in its palmiest davs. The! oy 11 such a prompt manner, in the far dis-

those capalble of labor are not overtasked,
wonld unidergo an unfurtunate chanee,
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seltlers

the United Sta
tome Mr. Hubbs, 19 place a

ree npon (he
lodians as

anthorities of the Hudson Bay Company at
Victoria with their fich's as American citi~
zeus ”’ * The General immediately responded
to this petilion, and ordered Captain George
E Pickett, 9th infantry, ¢ to establish hiscom«
paoy on Bellavve, or San Jnaa ‘Island, on
some sui‘able position nearthe harbor at the
southern extremity.” This arder was prompt-
ly,obesed, and a military post was establish~

aflerwards increasei!, eo that by the last re-

jtarn the whote number af tiodps then on the | dentials te President Juares;
island amonpited in the aggregale to 691 |

men 3 -

Whilst T dgnot deem it proper on the pre~
sent occasion 1v go further into the subject,
and discuss the weight which) ought to be

attached to the®talements of the British cola ]
onial authorities, contesting the accuoracy of |

the information on which the galiant General

acled, it was due o liim that I shonid thus {homz‘\'m-_, the eonstitntional goverr ;1

jmemnt has not been able to establish if 1

present his own reasons for igslding the p»-
der to Captain Pickett. From these ilizquile
clear his object was to prevent the Brilish
authorities on Yarcouver's [sland from ex-
ercising jurisdietion over Amarican residen ts
on the Island of San Juan, as well as 1o pro-~
tect thern agajnst the incursions of the ‘[ndi-
ans. :

Much excitement prevailed for some time
throughout thal rezion, and serious danger
of co'lision between the parties was appres
hended. The Britush had a large naval force
in the vicinity : and it is butan act of simple
jnstice to the admiral on tha! gtation 1o state
that he wisely and discreetly farbore to com-
mit any hostile act, but determined to refer
the wholeaffair to his governmen! and awail
their instructions.

{l'f.e!}.ﬂ'}[ﬁd a petition (3 the G:peral, | new ministerto -Moxico,
en Q%D@ior,“fc‘,ﬁ:lembm?e the earliest suitable op

(the governthent of Presillent J ugrez, §

Patdemoninm, for which thiz eonntry wonld

| notwithetonding, deemed expedient by the | be held responsible in the eves both of Hnr1|

all 1,,,._-,.,] awav. and whose tirst aml dearest |

earthlv wish iz to leave his conntry tranguil,
oS perotis, Wit -1, il :----.'-.-r!u!. |
Wi nli'_'_]l. ton retleet thet o thiis= e, and

11\;-.-..-.

r-}.w'm”‘. I.h I||'I~ eanpley, there I Hal!
=ant fInx amwd reflys of ;-.|1.|i|- mlui'_\.‘n-n_ l_!'u-e-l-|

tion= which in rheir Jdov a==ninel 0 most
thiregtening aspect, have doew nearky one
{rom thesmemory of men,  They are Syvalen-
noe< Lrnt ond, aned on thelnvn andashes and

~opallid seorize of ohl emptions grow the

1«‘:lt'4'f'1l|':n!i‘n', the eheerine vine, and the sas- [ 14y

taininye corn.”™ Nuch, in o my opivion, will
prove to be the fate of the present sectiomal
shomdd those who wisely =eek (o
|l|l|r1\' II]c' ]'I']|\I'|]‘. I'I'P:l:.‘.l'!i' :1!\\.‘--- 1-‘f‘ltll|i.3|f'
their effort= within the pale of the Constifn-

excificiment

]iull.,
naitation on the sulijeet of domestic slavery,
like prervthine hipman, will have its dayv and
rive plm:c tevothier and less threatenine eon-
[.H[I“I' lllr.lh'uuﬂ i'lj |'i|;‘-' Con ey i-
alloplowertul, amd when it reaches wdianzerons
ATNCURS U0 G -,m'»‘{in:a the o] sitise of
thie peaple will forwish the correcrive and
Linde it Lavede weirhin =afe Timits Sulls to |
Liasten thi= auspicions re-nlt, af thie present

1roy !‘l'.diu'.-i.

erisig, we onghit o remuniber that even® -
tiomal ereoture must be presumed to intend
the h'l“ll':IIl’!rl!‘-l'1!1|l"||l‘l sothisowy teaclipnies
Thore who annoutee alstenet doctrines anb-
versive of the Con=titution amd the Unilon,
st not be sureprised shoull their heated
[-:lrl':-':nn' aillvanee one =l tirther. Ifll-i :.I!-
tempt by violence to oy thezedoctrines in-
L] |iT'.’|[li|':|| et T thi= view nl‘iln' *L]ll-
it'l‘l At ot never to s forvotten Ill:li. ]ln\\-

| States now existine shall think proper to ad- | supply the American market.

[ this conpse Lo pursueld, the oxisting

Lthousht proper previons to 130s,
| thiem exereized this richt hefore that pericil.
Fand among them some containing the creat-
Dot nmbier 1'1|'r\:l‘.'|‘-,

| lll"'.l‘I |1|r' l'ﬁll\fil!lfi-'l]|.‘]1 1!J’.!'I"il'l'.
; pas=ed anoaet on 22 th Felovuary, 1805, $to)

| their pdmission is prahilited
[ ner the importation of Afrtean slaves into

everioreat may hoave been the politieal - |

vantaees resulting from thie Union to every
portion of anr cotmron eonntey, thiese waonhd
all prove to Le ns gothine 2ol the time
ever arrive when they eannot Le enjoved
withont serious danger to the personal safety
ot the peaple of fiftecn members of the con-

sidethronehont these States <honld ever he
inviuled —if the mothers of
this extensive resion shdanld

fomilies

ot be able 1o

IFthe peace of the domestie dive 1 specially refer.  Snch were the principles | and arrived at Shanghai on the 28th May.

within [ than fifty ¥enrg ago in rerard to the African |

| }m;":‘.:'un 0] slaves,

| eitizens and re=udents ot the

tramers of the Constitntion. 1o li(llxri\'c Con-
ares= of the pBwer to prolitlat “the siigeation |
or importation of sueh persons as any of the |

mit™ prior to the vear one thonsand eicht

[ hatdred and ciehit.”

It will hie geen that this restrictioh on the
power of Congre=: was eonfined to suel States |
ondy a< might think proper to admit the ime |
It did nat extend Tl‘lu”l—l
er States or to the trade carvied on abroad, |
Avoordin ey, we find that <o early as the 221
Marech, 1794 Coneress passed on act 11 oS-
¢ severe penalties and pamishiments npon
U'nited States |
who shoulid « nesere i this trade beotween for-
nations, The ]ut‘u"i-‘iﬂlH of this act
were extendod and entureald I.:.- theact of 10th
Mav, 1800,

Aoain: The States themsélvea hiad a elear
rieht to waive the econstitutinnal privilese in-
tended tor their benetity and to pl"ﬂhilii!. ll\
their own Lows, this tede ot oane time they
Several of

el

Tlils save to Coneress
the inngedinte power to act in recard to all
such States bbeanse they themselves had re- |
Coneress |

prevent the illl]luﬂ;l[i-lll of certain persons in-
torcertain States where, bv thie Tawa thereof,
JU In this man-
the nited States was=, to a oreat extent, |ro-
hibited some vears in advance of 1808,

As the vear IR0 approached, Congress de-
tertmined not 1o safter this trade torexist even

and man.  Tta petty tribes would then be con-
atantly engagel in predatory wars agamst
eich other tor the purpose of seizine slavesto |
All hopes of|
African civilization would thus be ended. |

On the other hand, when a market for Af-
rican slaves shall no longer be furnished in
Cuba. and thus all the world Lie closed against |
this trade, we way then indulge o reasonable
hope for the gradnal improvement of Africa.
The elief motive of war among the tribes will |
conse whenever there is no longer any de-
mand for slaves.  The resources of that fer-
tile but miserable eountey micht then be de-
velaped by the hand of mdonstry’ and afford |
subjects for legitimate foreign and domestic
commeree,  In this:manner Christianity and
civilization may gradually penetrate the ex-
1=ting sloom.

The wisdom of the eourze puraned by this |
Giovernment towards China has been wvindi-
cated by the event. Whilst we sustained a
neatral position in the war waged by Great
Pritain and France against the Clilnese em-
pire, onr late minister, in obedience to his in-
structions, judiciously eo-operated with the
ministers of these powers in all peacelul
mensnres to seenre by treaty the? just conces-
sions demanded by the interests of foreign
commerce. The result js that satisfactory
treaties hiave been econcluded with China by
the respective ministers of the [Tnited Ntates,
Great Dritain, France and Russia. Our “trea-
ty, or general convention of peace, amity and
commerce,” with that empire was concluded
ar Tientsin on the 18th June, 155X, nnd was
ratitied by the President, by and witl the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, on  the 21st
December followine.

| less we mav exceptthut of Spain, happily | longs
iIC(}THiﬂl'lB 10 Qe of the most fi‘if‘l"lt“y character Scolt was despalched on the 17ih Sep[a[nber

| ovr relations with Spain; and | regret to say
( that this has nat materially improved

[ the **Cuban claims,” the payment ol which | raugement between the late Se:relary of
| has been ably urzed by our ministers, and in | State and the British minister, and thus 10|

| ment for the purpose of distribution among !

This aspect of the matler, iu my opinion,
' demanded serious aitention Tt would have
le conduet of the officers and men emp'oy- | been a great calamily for both nations had
ed in it. have had a happy eflect in favor 0f| they been precipitated into acis of hostility
our eountry throughout all that remole por | not on the qyestion of title 1o the Island, but
tion of the worla. | merely concerning what should be its condi-

Dur relations with the creat empires of | tion during the intervening perin:l whilst the
France and Russia, a< well_as with all other | two governments might be empioyed in set
gbvernments on the continent of Europe, un | {ling the question to which of them it bLe-
For this reason Lieutenant Geueral

In my last annual message | presented a4 lust 10 Washingion Territory totake irmmedis
statement of the un=atisfactory conditian of | ate eommand ol the United States {orces on
$ay | the Pacilic coast should he deem this neces-
With. | sary. The main objact of his mission was
out special refarence tn othar claims, aven!in carry out the spirit of the precauntionary ar

which more than a hundred of our eitizens | preserve the peace and prevent collision be~
are directly interesred, remamn unsa'isfied,  (ween the British and American autherilies

|ﬂl"“‘“"‘“}'“““'-‘ hoth their justice and the'r - pending the aegotiations between the Iwo
l Hﬁl_l=||1r| (\|2Q A35 -‘I*’) had hepn ﬂ’en'!ﬂiﬂﬂll gavarnmenis.

_ 2 Entertaining na doubt ol the
andd ascenamed lJ" the :~pa1uuhqnvernmem| vaiid]ly of our title, 1 nasd FCR!CE'}’ ald that
itself. d

| agaiu reeommend that an appropriation
ba .iade *“to be paid to the Spanish govern-

]
{in gny event, American cilizens were to be
place.l on a footina et least as flavorable as
that of British rubjeets, it being anderstoodd
that Captain Pickett s company should re-
the claimantsin the Amis'ad case.”” Ineom: | main on the island. [t is proper to observe
mon with two of my predecessors. [ enters | that, consilering the listance (rom the scene
latn no «daubt that -this. is required by onr | of action, and in izoorance of what mizht
treaty with Spain of he 27th October, 1795.| have transpired on the spot before the Gen-
The failure to discharge this obliratinn his | eral’s arrival, it was necessary to ieave much
bern employed by the cabinet of Madrid as| (0 his discretior., and | am happy to state the
a reason againgt the seitlament of our claims, | event has proven that this diseretion could

I need not repeal the arguments which I|uol have beenintrosted 1o more competent |

orged in my last annual message in favor ol han<s-
the acquisition of Cubaby fair purchase. \1(] from his mission, having surcessiully ac-
opiniong on thal measnre remain unchanced. | complished its abjecte, and there is no longer
I, therefore, againinvite the serious attention | any good reason 1o apprehend a collision be-
ol Congresstnthisiiinportant subjeet  With- | tween the forces of the two countries during
cat a recozaition of his policy on their part,

General Seott has racently retarned

190, L felt justified in ap
w

an apfo!ut_mg;gﬁ Inst) “will feel authorized to ask from
10 migh%;(‘-(mgress the power to enter Mexico
porty i with the military forces of' the United

nity of restoring our diplomatic relsiStates at the eadl of the-constitutional

with that vepaBlic  For this

was selected, who proceeded on
mission on the fth of March lasty w
discretionary - anthority to | reeeo

B

{4

|

anthorities, in order to proteet the cit-

P}ose :xdfs’ting';“ui:iﬁad'ci‘ﬁzen'o‘f}faryl}:ina‘f’“iz_e'm and the treaty rights of the Uni-

ted Stutes. Unless such a power.is con-
ferred upen him, neither the one nor

:f the other will be respected in the exist-
: ; : i ing state of anavchy and diserder, and
fon his arvival in Mexico Jie should ity e outrages alveady perpetrated will
{it entitled to sucl réeognition, aceord ;| never be chastized; “dud, as I
ling tothe established practice of tix /|
ed a! the pface designated. The force was| U nited States. On the Tth of A o

red
you in my XNo. 23, all these evils must

ril {oi- | increase until every. vestige of order

Jowing, Mr. MeLanc presented bis er¢iland government. disappears from the

' having n!]
hesitation “in pronowncing the govem;‘i
ment of Jnarer to'be the only existin
government of the Reépublic” He w

cordially received by the authorifies ¢

manifested the most fricndly disp‘naitio'f;v
towards the United States. .- Unhappilg

|power over the whole republie, - Tt '3

|supported By a large majority of tEi]

people and the States, but there are iy,
portant parts of the conntry wheve
can enforce no obedienee. General My;
ramaon maintains himsplf'at the capita
and in some of the distant provinee;
there are wilitary governors who p# 7,
little respect, to the decrees of eithe!
government. Inthe mean time the ey:
cesses whieh always attend upon cjvi;
war, especially in Mexico, are constan':
Iy recurring. Outrages of the worr)
deseription are committed both upa )
persons and property. There is seaye; -
Iy any form of injury which has pit
been suffored-by cur citizens in Mexie)
during the last few years.
been nominally at peace with that ¢
publie, but ¢so far as the interests.&f
our commerce or of our citizens whr}
have visited the country as merchant y

| shipmasters, or in other capacities, af%
teoncerned, we might as well have bed)

at war”  Life has been insecure, prts
perty unprotected, and trade imposs~
ble exeept at a risk of loss which prr-
dent men eannot be expected to ineq..

lImpurl:mt contracts, involving large

experditures, entered into by thie ce¥
tral governmeut, have been set at &
flance by the local governments, Peag'-
ful American residents, ocenpying they
‘ightful possessions, have been sudde, -

o

_Ily expelled the country, in defiance #f
| treaties, and by the mere foree of arky
trary power. fiven the com se of justi¢p
has not been™ safe from control, andsm
recent decree of Miramon permits thg

| intervention of government in-all suiis
 where either party is a forgiwner. Vi

era Cruz, and ‘they have ever: sing;.

We hay i

reountry.” I have been réluctantly- lod
to the same ‘opinion, and, in § to
my ' eountrymen who ‘have saffefed
wrongs froy Mexico, and who may still
suffer  them, I feel bound t6 announce
this conclusion.to Congress. _
The case presented, however, is not
merely a case of individual claims, ak
though onr just ¢laims against Mexico
have reached a veey large amount,—-
Nor is it mere‘-}"gg case of protéetion
to the lives aud property - o!Pt.he fow
Awmericans wbo may - still_remain in
Mexico, although the life and property
of every American citizen oughtto be
sacred.y protected in every quarter of
the wobld. But it is a qnestion which
relates fo the future as well as {o the
present and the pust, and which in-
volves, indirectly at least, the whole
subject of onr duty to Mexicoasaneigh-
boring State. The exercise of the pow-
‘erof the United Stategin that country
to redress the wrongs and proteet the
Tights of our own "citizens is none the.
less to be desired, because efficient and
neeessary aid may thus be rendered at
the sane time so'restore peace and or-
der to Mexico itself. In the accomplish-
ment of this result the people of the
Uniited States must necessarily feel a
decpand carnest intcrest. Mexico ought
to be a rich and prosperous and power-
ful republie. She possessés an extensive
territory, a fertile soil, and an incalen-
lable stare of mineral wealth. 8She oc-
cupies aft important position between
the Gulf and the ocean for transit
routes and for commerce. Ts it passible
that such a country asthis can be given
up te anarchy and ruin without an ef-
fort' from any quirier for itgrescue and 1lssafety?
Wil the commmercis) nationsof the world, which
have so many interests connected with jt, remain
wli--ﬂy indiTerent to such o« resujt! QCan the
Unilgx Siales, expecially, which.ought ta share
most largely in its commercial intercourse, al-
low their immediate neighbor thus to desiroy it-
‘self and injure them ! Yet, withoutsuppert from
some quarter, it ix imposeible 10 perceive how
Mexico can résume her position among nations

| sels of the Unitcd Stites Rave been
seized without law, and a consular of §-
cer who protested against such seiza’e
| has been fined and iuiln'isuuml for d:;

| respect totheauthorities. Miltary ¢a'):
| tribations have been levied in violaticn
| of every principle of right, and the |
| merican who resisted tho lawless ¢
(rhand has had lis property foreils

fur n sinele dav after thev had power to abnl- (i the 15th Deecember, 1838, John L.
ish it On the 2d of March, 1307, they pass- ' Ward, adistingnished citizen of Gieoraia, was
el an act to take “effeet from and after the [ duly eommiasioned as envoy extraordinary |
st dday o damaary, 180877 prohibiting the | and minister plenipotentiary to China. He
importation of Afriean slaves into the United | left the United'States for the place of his des- |
States,  This was followed Ly subzequent | tination on the 5th of Febrnary, 18359, bhear- |
acts of a similar character, to which [ need | ing with liimn the ratified copy of this treaty, ]

From thence lie proceeded to Peliing on the
16th June. bat did not arrive in that eity nn-
til 27th July. According to the treaty the

aud =uel the practice of our ancestors inore

slave-trade,

it will be almosl impossible to institule negos |
tiations with any reasonable prospect of suc.
CPRS.

Until a recant pariod there was good rea. | gain ablized to ask the earnest aitention of |

the pendency of the existing negotmtions. | tyken away, and has been Iﬁmselszi%-
n

| rexret to inform you that there has been .1 .} From®a conflict of authority i
no improvement in the affairs of Mexico |

since my last annual message, and | am a<

| different parts of the country, tariffd -
ties wirich have been paid in ore pise

san 1o balieve that [ should be able 1o an~  (ongreas to the unhappy condition of that re- | have been exacted over againin anot |-

nonnece 10 you onthe present occasion that
our difficnlties with Great Bri‘a'n, arising ont |

puobhie
The constithent Conaress of Mexicen. which

| er place. Large numbers of our citizes s
thave been arrested and imprisoni i

of the Clayton and Bulwer treaty, had bee | adjourned on the 17th of Febraary, 1857, a< | \ithout any form of cxaminatian #r

final'ly adjnsted in a manner alike honorable |
and satizlactory 1o both parties.  From caus
es, however, which the Britisa government
had not anticipated, they have not yet com-
pleted treaty arrangements with the republics |

drpted a constitufin and providead fora pop
ular election. This took place in the follow
ing Juty, [1857 ] and General Comoa:ufort
was chosen President, almost without oppo
sition.  Atthe same election a new Congress

retine to rost al lli;{’ll withont —IlT'_n'!‘iI'.'_' ilre ul-
ful apprehensions of what mav Le their 2nen
tute and that of their ehililen boefioe l]w?‘l

It dill not oeenr tothe reversd patriotz whao |
had bLeen.delezates to the convention, and af- |

morning—it wonld Le vaif to recotnt tosneli |

i ]n-n]nh- the |.u|.il'u':|! Lenefits wliteh I‘(‘.-illii['l_l
them froan the nion o Selttpreservation =
the first in=tinet of natwre @ and therefore any
state of society tnowhieh the sword s all the
lil_lln" -Iw]-rnuln:d aver fhe hieads of the ]u-n}.]lu
must ut lnst become intolerable. Bat 1 in-

dulge in wo =neh gloomy forebodings, Onthe |

confieary, 1 firmly believe that the events ‘at |

Hanper's Ferey, by cansing the people to
pange amd refleet npon the possible peril to
their chierished institutions, will be the means,
under Providence, of allaving the existing
excifement lal‘v\'n-utin-_r future onthreaks
af aleimilar elinracter, Thev will resolve that
the Congtitution and  the Union shall not be

cendangered by rish conasels, lnowing that,

<honld “the sitver cord e toosed or the golid-
en howl Lie hroken at the fonntain,”
linmian power eanlil never rennite the seat-
tered and hostile fragionts,

| ordiallv congratulate yon upon the finul
=etthement by the Supreme Court of the Uni-
ted States of the guestion of slavery in the
Territaries, which hal | 1‘\‘4"‘.:1"4_ an aspect 20
trnly formidable at the eommencement ofmy
adninistration I'lie rieht has been estab-
lished of every citizen to take his property of
any kind, ineludine slaves, into the commaon
'[‘t'-t':'ilnl"u’.-t 1-~'1|-1a',_'i|-.-_r l‘-—'[ll{l“\' tor all the States
of the Confederaey, amd to have it protected
there winler the Federal Constitadion. Neith-
er Conress hor a territorvial Iu‘gislum!'v R
any human power has any anthority to an-
n) or impair this vested right, Thesnpreme
juwdieial tribunnl of the eowntry, which iz a
aoordinate braneh of thé Government, has
aanttioned and aflirmed these principles of
ceonstitutional law, o mamifestly jnst in thems-
selyes, aml =0 well ealenlated to promaote
pestee and harmony amang the States, [t is
a striking proot of the <ense of justice which
iz inhierent in onr people, that the property in
slaves hias never beendisturhed, to my knowl-
edge, in any of the Territories. Even through-

out the late troubles in Knnaas there has not | State, in accordance with its laws. eannot

In-(;n any attempt, a= | am credibly informed,
to interfere, in a sinsle instanee, with the
right of the masfer. - 1lad any such attempt
Liean made, the judiciary wonld donbtless
have afforded an adequate remedy.  Should
thay fail to do this hereatter, it will thew be
time enough to strengthen their hamds by
trther lt‘j_“is]uﬁun. Had it been decided that

|

Lanv manner affect” the provision in the Con-
| stitntion securing to the States the right to |
admit the importation of African slaves pre-

]
]

cither Congress or the territorial legisluture |

possess the power to annml or impair the
right to property in slaves, the evil woull Le
mtblerable.  Tu the latter event. there would
be | a stragele for a majority of the members
of the legislature at each snccessiverelection,
Andl the sacreil rights of property held under
the [: edernl Constitution wonld depend for
the time being on the result.  The  agitation
wauld thus be rendered incessant whilst the
territorial condition remained, und - its bane-

ful inflaence would keep alive a dangerous |

exeitement among the people of the several
SMates,

| !ll‘lﬂ has the status of a Territory. dorine

the intermediate period from its first settle-
ment until it shall become d State, Leen irre-

vorably fixed by the final decision of the
Supreme Court,

. m-msmplishcﬂ‘

terwards bgeame members of Congress, that |
in passinethiese laws they Liad violated the
Constitution which they had framed with =o
much care and deliberation.  They supposed
that to prohilit Congress, in express terins,
from exereising a specifiel power before an
appointed dav, necessarily involved the richt
to excreise this power after that day had ar-
rived.

If this were not the case, the framers of the
Constitution had expended much labor in
viin.  ITad they imagined that Congress
wonlid pessess no power to prohibit the trade
either hefore or after 1808, they wonld not
have taken so much care to protect the States
neainst the exercize of this power hefore that
period.  Nay, more, they would not have at-|
tached such vast importance to this provision |
as to have excluded it fromn the possibility of |
future repeal or amendment, to which pther |
portions of the Constitntion were exposed. It |
wonlil, then, have been wholly unnecessary
to eygraft on the fifth article of the Coustitus
tion, preseribing the mode of its own  future
anendiment, the provigo, “that no amendinent
which may be made prior to the vear one |
thon=argd cight hinndred and eight chall ‘in

vions to that [-L‘Ii:h!.
Acconrding to the adverse construction, the |
clause itself, on which so muech careand dis-
cussion had been cmiployed by the menthers
ot the eonvention. was an absolute nullity |
from the besinnine, and all that lme  sinee |
heen done under it a mere usurpation.
It was well and wise to confer this power |
on Congres:. because, hiad it been left to-the |
States, 1ts vtlicient exercise would have becn t
impossible.  In that event any one State
conld have effectnally continned the trade not
only for itdelfbut for all the otherslave Stites,
thoteh never so much against their wit—

{ exchanged in proper form at- Pei-tsang,
the exchange did not take place until after |
the day preseribed by the treaty. it is deemed |

ratifications were to be exchanged on or be-
fore the A8th June, 1830,

This was rendered | the enderstanding between the two gavern- on the 16th of September, [185” ]
impossible by reasons and events bevond his | ments.

of Honduras and Nicaragoa, in pursvance of | was chnsen. whose first scagion commenced

| any opportunity for a hearing, and ¢4-

en when released have only obtaingil
| their liberty after wuch suffering adfl
| infury and without any hope of redre. #.
| The wholesale massacre of Crabbe arrd

By the | his associates without trial'in. Sonory,
It 158, neveritheless, c.nnﬁtlenliyex- conétitution of 1857 the pl’diid#ﬂli&' term | a8 well as the setzure and lnu_]'(le,[' Cobf

conirol. not necessary to detail ; but still it | pected that this good work will ere long be | was tobegin on the 1st of December, [ 1857.] | four sick Americans who bad tak n

is fue to the Chinese anthorities at Shanghai i

to state that they always assured him no ad-

vardace should be taken of the delay, and | subject remained which eould “disturb lhel

this pledze has been faithfully redeemed.
On the arrival of Mr. Ward at Peking he
requested an awdicnee of the Emperor to pre-
sent his letter of credence, This he did not
olitain, in consequence of his very proper ve-
fusal to snbmit to the humiliating ceremonies
required by the etiguette of this strange peo-
ple in approaching their sovereign. Never-
theless the interviews on this question were
conducted in the most friendly spirit and
with all dwe rezard to his personal feclings
and the honor of his country. When a pre-

=entation to his Majesty was fonnd to be im-
possible, the letter of credence from the Pre- |
sident wae receivel with peenliar honors by
Kweiliang, “the Emperor's prime minister |
and the second man in the empire to the Em-
peror himself.” The ratifications ofthe trea-
(v were afterwards. on the 16th of | August,
As

proper before its pullication, again to submit
it to the Senate.

It is but simple justice to the Chinese
authorities to observe, that; throughout the
whole trausaction. they appear to have acted |
in good faith and in a friendly spirit towards
the United States. It is trme this has been
doune after their own peeunliar fashion ; but
we ought to regarl with a lepient eve the

[ ancient customs of an empire dating back for

thousands of vears, so far as thiz may be con-
zistent with our own national lLonor.. The
conduet of our minister on the oceasion has
received my entire approbation.

In-order to carry out the spirit of this trea-
ty, aml to give it full effect, it became neces-
sarv to conclude two snpplemental conven-

And why? “Because African slaves when | tions—the Ghe Tor the adjustroentand satis-

once brought within the limits of any one

practicadly be excluded fmin any (allwr State-
where slavery existz.  And even if all the
States had separately passed laws prolibie
ing the importa tion ofslaves: theeae laws would
have fifiled of effect for want of a naval force
to eapture the slaves and taguard .l.l;c cousts,
Snel a force ng State can employ in ting 6f
peace without the consent of Cangress.
These acts of Congress, it is believed, liave,

faction of the elaims of oue citizens, and the
other to fix the taritiion imports and exports,
and to reguldte the transit duties and trade of
our merchants with China; This duty was
satisfaetorily. performed by: our late minister.
These conyentions hear date at Shanghai on
the &th November, 1858. Huving been eon-
sidered in the light of binding agreements sub-
sidiary to the principal treaty, and to be car-
ried into.execution withoutdelay, theydoihot
provide for any fermal ratification orexehange

with vere rare and Insigmifieant exceptions
' thieir prrpose. " For & period
of more than half a century therés hins hu-n
no pereeptible-addition to the nuniber of owr
domestic slaves.. During this period their

advancement in civilization, has far surpass-

| ed that of anv other portion of the African
'race. The light aud thé Blessings of Chris-
| tinity have heen extended to them 'snd both

their moral and pliysieal éondition has'been

greatly improved. - . :
- Re-open the trade, and it wouldbe diffienit

| to deternine whether the effees, would be

Fortununte has this been for |

more deleterious on the interests of the mas-
ter o on those of the native-born, slaxe, | OF
the evils to the master,.the one mest l.o-_ﬁe
dreaded womld-be the introduction of wilil.
heatheu, gmd ignorant barbgrians among t?e

.

uf ralifications by the contracting parties.—
This was not deemed netessary by the Chi-

| nese, who. ard’alrendy praceeding in -gooll

b

accomplished.

Whilst indulzing the hope that no other|
good understanding between the two coun-
tries, the question arising out of the adverse
claims of the parties (o the 1sland of San Juan,
under the Oregon treaty of the 15th of June, |
1846, suddenly assumed a threatening pro |
minence. In order to prevent unfortunate
collisions on that remote frontier, the lale
Secretary of State, on the 17th July, 1855 |
addr esed a note to Mr. Crampton, then Brite
ish minister-at Washington, eommunicaling
to him a copy of the iunstructions which he
[ Mr Marcy] bad given, on the 14th July, |
10 Gov Stevens, of Washington  Terntory, !
having a epecial reference toan ““apprehend. |
ed counfl'et betwean our citizans and the Brit- |
ish subjects on the Island of. San Jnan.” To,
preven! this, the governor was instructed
“that the officers O%lhp Territory shonld'ab- |
stain from all ac's on the disputed groands!
which are ca cuiated 1o provoke any eon.|
fliets, gn far a= it can be dope without imply-
ing the concession to the anthorities of Greai!
Britain of an excluslve right over the premi- |
sex. The title ought to Be setiled before|

 either party shoold attempt to exclude the

other by foree, or exercise complete and.ex-
clucive sovereign rights within the fairly-dis: |
pated Timits. - ©

ln acknowledting the receipt on the nex
day of Mr. Marey’s uole 1he British minister
expressed his eptire'concurrence ‘ in the pro-
priety of the course recammened to the Govs

| of Washingtoa Ferritory by your [Mr Mar- |

cy'<] instroctions to thal officer,”” and stating
that he had *'lost no time in trausmitting &
copy of that docnment 10 the grvernof-ges~
eral-of British Nortb. Amsrica,” and had,|
to take =nch measuras as to him may app
best calenlated 1o seeure, on 1) es pait'of Lhe
British -loca' authorities aud the mbabitagts
ol the sewghborhiood ol the Line - in r%:_;g!ﬁg,:
the exercire of the same spirit ol forbearance
whichis inenlcated by you [Mr Marcy] on
the avthonties and eitizens of the Ui
Sllt‘i" AP e - e
" Thos:mafters remained upop the faiih
this.azrangement notil the 91 July last, when |
Gen Harney paii a ¢isit 10 the-tetand. He
fournd uplon” it twapty<five “Amearicln vesi
dews with their lammilies. and #l an-dstab-
fisbmeént of 1haHand=on’s Bay Companyy, fot

i Mhh-to sariafy the clabus of our gitizens, and, i
it igzhoped, to carry

of raiBing sheep. A shomt ume
l mﬁ{l%::i‘nfn! one of fhgne resifents haﬁ
stiot an am mal betong

“‘gamesily recommended to his' Excellency |

! it_a];ovéér extendmng,

| hiive
| Laggls=s . “."
lﬂgm the m’ ThRTY 'inM"

and continne for four yearss On that day
General Comonfort appeared before the as-
sembled Congress in the city of Mexico, ook
the oath to support the new constitution, and
was duly inangorated as Presiden.
a montk. afterwards he had been driven from
the capital, and a military rebellion haJ as
signed the supreme power of the republic to
General Znlouga. The constitution provided
that in the absence of the President his office
should devolve upon the Chief Jus'ice of the
Snpreme Court, and, Gen. Comoufort having
left the country, this fuactionary, (General
Juoarez, proceeded to form, at Gnanajuato, a
conslitutional government. Before this was
officially known, however, at the capilal, the
government of Zuloaga had beea recognised
by-ihe entire diplomaltic corps, inelading the
minister of 1ae United S.ates, as the de fucto
aavernment of Mexico. ' Tne cons.itutional
Presiden!, nevertheless, maintained his po-

Within !

shelter in the house of an Americi ),
upon the soil of the United States, w is
communicated to Congress at its It st
session,
cious character have been commitigl
in the vory heart of Mexico, under e
authority of Mimamon's governmert,
daring the present year: Some of these
were only worthy of a barbarons ag e,
and, if they had sot been clearly prev-
{ en, would have scemed impousif)le i'a
country which elaims to beciviized; —
| Of this deseription was the brutal ny.s-
| sacre in April last, by order of Genejal
| Marquez, of three A merican physiciags,
vho were seized in the hospital at }ui-
cubaya while attending upon the k[;h
‘and the dying of both parties,and wi'h-

Murders of a still more st -

and enter upon a career which' promises ony
gooJ resvits, The sid which she requires, and
which the interests of all commercial couniries
require thatshe should have, il belongs to this
Government to render, not only by virtue of our
neighborhood to Mexico, along whose \erritory
we_bave a conlinuous frontier of nearly a thous
sand miles, bat by virtue, also, of our established
palicy, which is mcopsistent with. the iuterven-
tion of any Buropesn Power in the domestie
conecerns of that repablie, .

Thewrongs which we hinve suffered from Mex-
ico are before the world, and must deeply im-.
press every American citizen. A government
which is either unable or unwilling to- redeess
such wrungs is derelict to its highest doties. The
difficulty ¢ounsists in selecling snd enforcing the
remedy. We may in vain apply 10 the constitu.
ttional government at Vera Cruz, altLough it is
well disposed to do us justice, for adeguate re-
dress.  Whilst its authority ia scknowledged in
all the important ports and throughout the sea-
coasts of the republic, its power Joes not exiend .
to the eity of Mexico and the Siates in i vicia-
ity, where néarly all the recent outrages have
béen committed'on American citizens.  We must
penetrate into the interior before we ean| reach
tLe offenders, and this can only be done lyy. pass .
ing throogh the temilory in the occopstion of
the constitutional government, The mosy aceeps
table and least difficalt mode of sccomplishing
the oliject will be to actin eoncert ‘with that
government. Theirconsent and their aid might,
I believe, be obtained shut if not, our obligation
t¢ protect our own citizens in their just rights,
secored by treaty, would not be the less fmpers-
tive. For these reasons, | recommend to Llon-
gress (o pass a law aathorizing the President,
| under such conditions as they may desm expedi-
| ent, to employ a sufficient military forceto en-
| tex Mexico for the purpose of obtaioing indemni-
ty for the past and security for the future. I
purposely tefraio from any suggeslion es 1o

sitivl with firmness, and was spon esiablish { out trial, as witheut erime, were ll,"-'}l" whether this force shall consist of regular ttoops

ed with his cabinel at Vera Cruz

estly resisied in many parts of the repualic,
aud eveu in the capilal, a fortion of ihe ar-
my having pronounced against it, its fusc-
tions were deciared termninated, and an as

' sembly of enizens was invited for the choice

of a new President. This assembly elected
Gepesal Mirtamon, but that officer repudia-

. Means | ried away to speady execution.  Lidde| oo 1o ieere, or both,
while, the g~veroment of Zuloaga was earn- | Jegs shocking was the recent fate ‘of|

Ormond Chase, who was shet in T e
inn the Tth of Angust by order® of Fhe

same Mexican general not only \;Lih .

out a trial, bnt.without auy conject re
| by his friends of the cause of his ary st.
He is represented as n yvoung wiat jof

This quesiion gsy be
mowt np'pmpriltely left (o the decision of Con-
gress. | would merely observe that, should vol-
uriteers be selected, ruch a force could be easily
raised in this country among those who symps-
| thize with the sufferings of our unfortunate fel.

low-citizens in Mexico, and with the'.unhsppy

condition of that republic. Surh an accession lo

ted the plaa vader which he was chosen, and | wood churacter and intelligence, ¥ ho o foroes of the-vanatiiafionabgay ssamen mould

Zulpaga was thus restorel 10 his previous
position. . He assamed i1, however, oniy to
withdraw (rom it, amd Miramon, having bLe
come, by his appointment. * President Sub.
stitate,”” continues, with that litle,
head of-ihe insurgzent pany.

- Inmy lastannual message 1 commu-
nicated to Congress the circamstances
ander which the late Minister of the
United States suspendéd his officidl re-
lations with the ecnteal Fovernment,

ad pvithdrew fiom the eountry. It
was impossible to maintain friendly in-
tercourse with a.government, like that
at-the “eapital; under whose usurped

autliority Wrongds were constan thy coni-
witted, bt never redrossed.  Had this
been an, esks

166, goverument, with
tahlisliod fog s i
| hi:mm’ m" -ﬂ'{l . Qxh_“v
| wrosort to hostilities aginst . it-weu 'd
e qquite iisti'ﬂnblq sud mdeed
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| had made nnmeronsf{riendsm Tepid v
‘thc éctirage dnd 'humanity whichl hic
(had displayed an several trying offa-

| as it was shocking to the whole c¢ .
. manity. Other outrages might be ¢ju-
meratedybat these are suficient ty;il-
| lastrute the wretched state of ‘the c.m-
Itr"y ng‘ti the hn'plgmtcc-tcd conditions “of
the persous aud property of our rrifi{;_ﬁu
i .\f‘uxicug, i . v,
« fa althese cases our-ministers I jve
been constant and faithful in their lo.
m:n s for redress, but hoth they {nd
this ' Goyeinment, which th:o{:ﬁve‘j L:ﬂ.
cessively represented, have been w3 jol-
by powepless {0 make their demgids
effeetive. - Theintestimony in thiss ve-
speetpanil ‘in‘refercnce to the only re.
miedy which, in their jodgmonts, wi nid
iﬁeﬂftﬁo"c'x‘igeﬁbv;jhu' o) 'both : jm-

SRR B
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antble it soum to resch the city of Mewxico and
‘extend it power over the whole republic. In
. that evedt there s po resson to doubt thet the

al the  SLONS, and his death vas as unexpeseild | jusf claims of our citizens would be satisied and

| adequate redress obtained for the injuries inflici.

| ed upon them, - The constituiional government
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