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[From the Sguthoern Field apd Fireside.] !

A Dream of Locust Dell.

A PRIZE POEM.,
By Mps. Jdia L. Keyes.

What spll of enchanimient is that which enthralls me,
When windine the mvatival mares of drenma ?

What apirit e that which allnringly calls ma,
And Lad<me wway, over mounntaing and streams?

¥ s from afiar norich 1m[-'- anfuldir

A benutiful grove—ia Tk 2o ping wlow—

;—
Tis my own Loeust Dell once mare U eholding,
A onwings of the 2ephyr, ther, fuating T go.
I have renched it pewin, and the milsty reflection
Of childhood o'er powers we with pleasare and pain;
Thes: s
Of aomeething 1've lost, that 1 cunnot regaio.

ays they weemn but o dim recollection

. dead.

= -

Washington could have done no

more than this, crown him with the ruthlessly murdered.” This picture French ripublic.
‘halo of poety as you will.

- Virginia asovereign State, hasmain- |

'without filling every good heart with
| grief and compassion.
|1s brave, when his path of blood has
'been lighted by the lurid torch of fa-
| naticisn or insanity, sunch minds as
| yours, afflient, earnest, and poetical where husbandsand sons were dragged
|may be expeeted to clothe his crimes out of their heds, and shot down with-
in white garments, and forgetting the |in hearing of their wives and mothers?

Jnt when he

old puritan spirit, inspired by the

'since she hecame a free nation this| try from consanguity with republics

the

gon which broke out on her territory. | and orﬁhan children cried aloud for| Your le?ter clqsea.with an appeal to ' in their native country, and, according until after the preseribed date, tl;e la
nts that John Brown had so our republie, calling it the sister of the to their usages, sold intoslavery. This would have been inoperative.
How little you know  policy was approved and practiced by |

e

h‘ - - - ey e
. tion to slavery in the strongest terms,
. %iand faithful to his principles, after
It requires no great sagacity to see!long and nntiring cfiurts, he succced-

you have forgotten to place side by of the great land you compliment and | the colonies for more than a century. |that the whole object and tendency o4 ed in excluding it from the North-
At the date of the declaration of our | their legislation was, as I have already| western Territory by the ordinance of

side with the other ; but we who love revile in the same breath.

Liberty |

You complain that his trial was hur- her and the whole people whom she | of all the colonies.

indecorously urged forward ; but were
they so swift as the rifle halls that shot
down unarmed men in the streets at
Harper's Ferry?  Were they so ruth-
less as John Brown’s midnight descent
upon a sleeping village in Kansas,

men, modestly clad, serene and beau- |
tiful ; she presides over our republic,

archy or oppression.

whole force of our laws.
Is this the man whom you speak of
as “pious, austere, animated with the land, our Republic might indeed be- |
spirit of the Gospel ;* while you call perish as they did.
his companions “sacred martyrs ?”’
_ which left France lying like an unnat- |
me saying—not original with you ; for ural monster satiated with the blood |
wilder and more irreligious men than of her own children might have been |
I trust you are have gone to greater repeated here. But we are not yet|
lengths, and blasphemed more elo- prepared to see innocent babes shot
quently than this. They have pro- | down in battallions, or fair girls com-
nounced John Brown’s gallows holier | pelled to drink blood frothing from a
than the cross, and held up his rebel- | yet warm human heart, in order to re-
lion as a rebuke to the unfinished mis- | deem their fathers from the hatchet.
sion of the Savior. | We are not prepared to see our pas-

**At this moment,”” you say, “Amer- | tors slaughtered at the foot of their
ica attracts the attewiion of the whole | own altars, or hear coarse songs thun-
world.” | dering through the solemn arches of

Not at this moment only, but ever our temples. It is to save our coun-

highly-wrought imagination—excuse

|vailoed that slavery never existed in
'some of the New England States, the ably anticipated. {The owners of the, strument, assigned, as one of them,
and has so far protected it from an- fact is otherwise,’as may be.seen by |females took especial care to eell them! its failure to place an immediate inter-
'reference to the census tables. Accord- Sonthward Lefore the laws took effect.s dict'on the African slave trade.

tained her authority. John Brown is our| countrymen have sympathy for with us subjects herself to the laws | national independence this system of | stated, not the emancipation of slaves® 1787.

Proven gilty of treason, con- the innocent as well as pity for the, which she has inspired, and he who involuntary servitude, or slavery, had | but their removal to other States. If-
rdemmned for atrocious murders, he has guilty. oral : - ;

| atoned for these erimes on the scaffold.
It is impossible for a man to stand up- | ried, that the jury sat only forty min- '
on the verge of eternity, into which he | utes, and that all the proceedings were
must be lannclied by a violent death,

In 1788 George Mason, tho had

| revolts against those laws sins against | become engrafted on the institutions amounted, simply, to a notice to the:;beena memberof the Convention which
I use the term all owner to sell his female slaves before :framed the Constitntion of the United

protects. She sprang another Miner- \ the colonies advisedly, for, although|a given day, under penalty of forfeit. *States, in his letter tothe Legislature
va from the minds of patriot states- an impression has very generally pre-

ing her increase. The practieal effecti Mof Virginia explaining his renmr

were such as might have heen reason: ] withholding his signature from th&%in-

It is that our republic may have no |ing to the census of 1790, there were and in this way the unprofitable slavetl|
sisterhood with those of Francé that| 158 slaves in New Hampshire and 17  were transferred to the Sonth, wherés of unkindness to cither section, but for
such insurrcctions as you denominate in Vermont, and the official returns of | the climate was more propitious ang the purpose of showing that neither

(g sacred duty” are met with the 1830 show that there were slaves at|the productions better adaptedto thei’; section has been governed in its poli-
Were they | that time in every New England State | peculiar capacities for labor. 3 ' :

I allude to these facts in mo spirit

:#tey by the high principles of benevo-

permitted to obtain a foothold in the except Vermont.

come sister to those of France, and |al existence, therefore, .a compound
| system of labor—partly freeand partly
| IIad the insurrection at Harper's|slave—pervaded the whole Confedera-
This, sir, i3 the blasphemy of a | Ferry succeeded, the scenesof anarchy  cy. s

This view of the effects of these lawr_.:l
is strongly fortified by facts derives
from the census tables, We have nij
|authentic means of ascertaining thii
number of slaves in any of the State
prior to 1790, and we cannot/ there?

This system continued in all the|fore institute all the inquiries whict
States until the drudgzery of subduing | we might desire, but we do know tha |

At the commencement of our nation-

the primeval forests, and clearing the | the policy of removal, miscalled emansf
country for cultivation and comforta- | ¢ipation, was adopted between 177 ;
ble habitation, had heen accomplished. | and 1790, and was in full operation 1.}|
Then the cifizens of the Northern and | the latter date. A reference to tlgj]
Middle States bezan to turn their at-| ernns of 1790 shows that the wholi
tention to other branches of industry, innmber of free negroes in the nin
and the discovery was soon made that | Novthern States (inc'uding Maine) a "
while negro labor may be profitably |that date was but 27,109, The f;mft‘
employed in pursuits which require that the number of free negroes v
mere physical strength, it cannot com- | these States was 'so small-in 1790 g
pete successfully with white labor in|very persnasive, at least to prove tha 2
those avoecations in which skill, inzen- | under this much lauded system of leo:
uity, and intellect constitute impor-|islation freedom accrued to a vefff

1 wand-r along. D this Lethenn exi<tonee,

el e e uporer in the brave man, sing preans
< UG S W) | I = |to the martyr of a vivid imaginntion‘\

£a lightly and enutiously teending. T enter 0“]_‘.-

'I":.r-};i.vtl where iy voice in its infancy rung— ‘ I am of a sex and of a nature tO:
!fﬂ‘-l"l\'_-l'"l_'-.'l'['I“;?I’_""_'I'.'__-w‘:";:'l'-”l i 14 l‘l’””"_;”m | whom these feelines ave kindred. 1
Py . Y cannot think of old Jolin Brown upon

Lifke ghaatty iHlusfons e AThs dark flooes  + the scaffold without a shudder through |
Wl selidien] vt ie (hat vicion ajpalling? all my leing. - T cannot think of a
" e . et as it pcer thacibad b2 g mmade 'nothe image of God, snffer-

el g r]|1h ']' inganignom nionsdeath without thrills
T SR S O T T rof pain. - Bat I find it impossible to

The chtidiwin e within the Ll e Lix mv mind on the seaffold of this old

m ) P e } b oli ! whepe b they wan- | Tll:ll'].. [t (rors hack to his victims at

Wi Wl Ehe g Tt ~_r:-,:1 Hone brarsed 1o the hlast? Harper's Ferry—to the women made

Lo Sieotymemin i - Lwidews v the onthreak of a single

Elult SyMacry npipwaped with L af the gt Lmorm 'y -—to the orphans who had
Plo sitlit of stanilior sttt ? fn never wronged him g0 ernelly hereav- |

b 50 t..,'.ll._, |“‘.' l ”{ i - ed by his evime. T see the two sons
kel S Sy, - who Llindly followed his lead, fall
i e i e TR s |martves to his rebellious Hpi!'it.

D it B st dpop ol thie credtdine apray: |1 luok hevord all this,far away in-
1.;-. i o s W el e to the beautiful South, and instead of
PREE (e 3 PN T e a'd meam en the gallows, 1 see thou-

e Vilovaby ool ¥l wosdis anionipd e Ton e sk
lI ol s --""]I Hymietlyre Saatt) ' tle, ol and lovely, ziven up a prey

' _ to w ld insurrection—1I.see those mur-

"1 ';" ' : -.r-.”‘ i il dovons pike: manufactnred with such
FLs prepbrom fias frberie T aeaas St ms Ay aning hri'ur"! forethonght, piercing their bo-

Tinsaref the Ton s =Yoo= e sunilemme Toive mmd ams—I1 ser p:nmn]. strong men strug-
* 1.:.|-. o ..‘...‘. "‘ v ""_:'""_1'“"';' B | elinge aeanin<t the hrate strength of'!
i Joia L AT S b their own lhionschold servants.  Tlas

Whot B s Dl dlark villey VI aon b alone | pietnre strikes my compassion dumh,

aca ' rl'l [ “unmn ulnl_\' cover my i.'.lm' :enll ]\1‘11-\’

: .f'a; B [ | G 1o hav merer on the old man's

ancous,
1}1 lS(fl ‘1 N Jolin Brown was tried, eondemned,
N ! vl execntod < oa trartor—a ;:ll:n'r] of
' Ve oo eitizens stood arvound the
A (Canital Unibn Letter. alold: =ad at heart, but steady in
To Vieron Hueeo: theiv devotion to the lTaws. 'l'hc-h-g
Qin—Yonr letter to the London | aturve of the great Connnonwealth
Starihas fonmld its way into the Amer it deliberatelv, after. his sentence,

for whielr it was doubtless

I avdent enthusiasm conlid .

1A Jiress,

intentlel.

Wil .iu_‘_T: o from her strict  eonrse, | [};ruh, stood ?:_\' in snlemn Qi_]L'nce while i.:sit\f.
vours might had some effcet upon the | the treason of this man was expiated. [this man, for he had taken human life

de<tiny of John Brown.  But all elo-
:in--l:r-;- of renins eannot take the black-
ness from treason, i'l.l' ’;lll' crimson stain
frow murder. It reguives something
more than an outhurst of the fine poe-
try th trne erime into patriotism—
cometling more than impetuous de- |

minelations to elivek the solemm foot- |

sleps nfjll-lil'l‘. |

Before this timie vou will have Iearn- [ 1y are—who would add bitterness to | will be bound together by the running

ed that Virginin has vindieated the
majerty of her laws s and  that .Tnhul
Browh aml his unhappy confederates |
Linve passed.tora Licher trilunal for
indeement. Yo will learn, aksa, that |
ot ol nearly thirty millions of people, |
bretdine over a great continent, thére
i< hat a handful of men and women:
\\},n ]'.:t\f' l't‘t'l‘i\('i] T||—' News :-rlliir'- eNxN-|
cention with disapproval.  North and
Sonth the creat hody of onr ‘[‘!-H'[‘il"
:lr'-ilil'hw-'r‘ in the fate of John I‘:l‘-\\\'n.l
as an mevitalile necessity—a golenm
obligation to the laws.  Like you, we
may| feel compassion tor the man who
was Brave even in his erimes : but he
was<# ereat eriminal, and so perished.
CGioddl have merey upon lit= soul !

The impulses of humanity which
prompted your letter meet with sym-
patliy from every tene heart.  Bat nr:i
outhurst of compassion, no denuneia-
tion from abroad, is likely to ihfluence
H llurlllll' \\'lm ]I:I\'t' Jt..‘.'ll'l’ll'i[ to ;:m'orn
i]i“:}“;' pitssians while they protect their
1INl s,

“‘111'11. in l‘ln' .'n"lu'.' n[‘ _\‘t-li‘l‘ f‘;mt‘}'.

¢al with heavenly greatness—your in-|try is now divided into three political | surreetion, or in any way opposing our
tellect should have gone a step far-|partics, none of which will endorse laws, then that money has been the
ther. and informed itzelf more correct- | this rebellion or condemn the course | price of John Brown's blood, and was

Y
ly recarvding the Constitution, to es-
tablish which e gave the best years

of a glovious life.
18 shvereien in itself.

ty of these States and link them in
one beautiful confederation, conces-
sioms were made and obligations of for-
bearance were entered upon to which
the sacred Lionor of our Revolutionary
fathers was pledgzed—not for them-
selves alone, but for their children and
childred’schildren.  These obligations
make slavery with us a forhidden sub-
ject.

the master of slaves. Neither on the
battle field, the floor of Congress nor
in the Presidential chair, did he sug-

gest the possibility of revolt against"

the solemn compact made in the Con-
stitmtion.

wonld uml.mhtmlly have done what
James Buchanan is doing now. Main-

taining his augnst position as the chief|

of a great confederation, our Presi-
dent respects the rights of a sovereizn
Stiate, over whose internal laws he has
no authority, and leaves to her courts

the punishment or pardon of the trea-
1

ained - of my own country women, gen- | been a contrast and an irritation—a | crests itself,

ad pronouneed it just. The Federal
Union,in which thirty millions of sonls

Out of all those thirty /millions not

|
one hnndred thousand can be found to
"join with you in condemning the exe-|threatened the foundations of our na-
| ention of John Brown, while every |tionality—that wonld forever have

rood heart among them must sympa-
thize in the pity for his jf:lt-.‘, which
mingles so eloquently with your de-
nunciations,

Some thete may be—nay, certain-

your words, and wing them, like poi-
<oned arrows, far and wide, if they
had the power. DBut these are the
very men and women who instigated
his“erinie, who urged him on to revolt,
and shivunk away into safe places when
the «loom of his deeds settled around
hitn—men and women who make mo-

ney by incendiary books, sermons, and |

lectures 5 and while they incite crimes
which coin gold for themselves, have
no courage to meet the danger when
it arises. But thousands and tens of
thousands share your pity for the old
man—guilty and mad as a he was—
while they put your demonstrations
aside with calin forbearance, feeling
how little knowledge you possess on a
subject which agitates you so deeply.

But if the great mass of my country-
men join in your pity for the unhappy
man, it is* not because they condemn
his exccution or sympathyze with his
revolt. Probably twenty-ninc millions
and nine hundred thousand of our peo-

| ple look upon exegution as a full and | ed for ?
'solemn atonement for erimes in which
Washington stool hefore yon—immeor- | they have no sympathy. Our coun-‘ States for-the purpose of inciting in-

justice has taken. When you call up-
con the Federal Union to interpose its

You would have! authority against the laws of Virginia, |
loarned that each State of this Union | there is not a schoolboy throughout|pect when they rent the American
| the Jand—for to all such our Consti- | flag in twain, and hung it, tattered
To establish the distant sovereign- | tution is a text book—who would not and quivering beneath the dignity, o-
smile at your idea that the general
government has any right to interfere |
with the legal acts of an independent
Jommonwealth, or that the majority
of a single State would interfere, if it

had the power.

‘is a painful one.

fore him."’,

guilt was confirmed.

have drawn, but the streets _of ar
Per’s Ferry had one more terrible still

animals.

Your picture of John Brown's trial |
It must be a hard
heart which does not swell with com-
passion as it presents itself; *“Upon

Washington himself was born in a |a wretched pallet, with six_ half gap-.
slave-holding State—lived and died |ing wounds, scarcely conscious of sur-
rounding sounds, bathing his mattress
with blood, and with the ghostly pre-
sence: of his two dead sons forever be-
Thus you place the un-
lmppy man before the world, forget-
ting that those ghastly wounds are but

Had treason like that of Old John | tie evidence of a more ghastly crime
Brown, broken ont in this time, he|—the fearful witnesses by which the

It is, indeed, a terrible picture you

There, innocent men, all unconscious
‘nf danger, were shot down like wild
There widows, newly be-

| reaved, knelt moaning over their dead,

has been a truth, To all the kinely
| wovernments of Europe she ha< always

l subject for eriticism, and, whenever an |
'apportunity for blame aro-e. of denun- '
ciation. It is not strange that. then, |
a rebeilion in part fostered ‘n Europe |
shoulill eall forth bitter remarks there. |
“TLet the judges of Charlestown and |
the slaveholding jurors, and the whole |
population of, Virginia ponder on it
well—they are watched—they are not
alone in the world.” |
They have pondered on it well, and |
the exeeution of Jolin Brown has ta-
ken place.
| If the whole American Repnblic
 Were responsible for his death, as you |
(say it i=—it would simply be responsi- |
ble for a most painful duty, solemnly
'performed ; and received with mourn-
(ing resignation even by the most mer-
ciful, becaunze of its imperative neces-
Justice demanded the life of

—necessity demanded it, for he was
the spirit and sonl of a treason that

' been plotting more bloodshed so long
| as lived on earth.

| You call the execution of Brown a
| “brotherhood of blood '—you say that
' “the fasces of our splendid republic

' noose that hangs from the gibbet.”
. If this were true—if any brother-
hood of blood is connected with this
 painful event, it rests neither with the
| *whole” American republic nor with
the State of Virginia; but its red
‘track may be found across the foam
'of the Atlantie, linking Exeter IHall
with the sensation pulpits on this side
of thie ocean. The weight of John
Brown's blood lies with England and
' the eonfederates of England who have
by their teachings, their money anil
'crafty sympathy, led the old man on
' to death. What but this “hand of
‘blood™ did the people of England ex-
'pect when they gathered penny con-
tributions throughout the length and
breadth of their land, in order to urge
this incendiary spirit forward in Amer-
‘ica? Penny contributions—as if Lib-
erty were a Tyrant or a Pauper, to be
intimidated or bribed by their infa-
mous copper.
What was this contribution intend-
. An insult, or a fund for in-
| cendiary uses? If sent to the United

' the first strand of the halter that hung
| from his gallows,
What did the people of Scotland ex-

| ver the head of an American woman,

who smiled benignly under the insult,
and received alms after it was offered?
Out of such acts and such insults, the
halter of Jobn Brown was woven; to
such insidious enccuragement the old
man owes his death.

Was there an English man or wo-
man hving who supposed that a great
nation would allow the treason thus
instigated on a foreign soil to ripenin
her besom, and fail to punish it with
all the force of her just laws?

sounded on atrocities like these, that
our laws erush rebellion when it first

Rest, sir, upon your knees before
the star-spangled banner. While our
pulpitsare turned into political forums,
and their ministers preach rap'ne and
bloodslied, the foot of onr flag-staff is,
perhaps, the most sacred place for de-
votion that we have to offer you.—
There, certainly, a pure spirit should
inspire your prayers.  Yes, kneel rev-
erenily, and plead that the great coun-
try protected by its folds may fling
off the poison so insidiously eirculated
in her bosom by foreign nations. The
spirits of our immortal statesmen will
be around you when that prayer is
uttered ; and, if you are in truth a
patriot, one heavenly voice will whis-
per, in tones that must be changed if
they do not penetrate to the depths of
your soul—“I know mno North, no
South, no East, no West ; nothing but
my country.”

Kneel, kneel, I bessech you, sir, and
let this patriotic sentiment be the bur-
den of your prayer! Millions of souls
on this side the Atlantic will swell the
breath, as it passes your lips, Into a
cloud of sacred insense, which the spir-
it of Washington and the mighty ones
who have joined him, shall waft to the
feet of Jehovah and grow holier from
the work. ANN S. STEPHENS.
New Yorg, Dec. 27, 1839.

Slave and Free Labor.

Extract from an Address by Hon.
A. H. II. Stuarr, before the Agricul-
tural Society of Virginia, at Richmond,
October 28, 1859,

“I ptoceed now to the consideration

of the second topic to which I propose
to invite yeur attention, viz: the rela-
tion of agriculture to the labor of the
country.
In treating this branch of my sub-
ject I do not propose to limit my ob-
servations to the labor which 1s direct-
ly employed in agricultural pursuits,
but to present a brief review of its re-
lations to the whole system of Ameri-
can labor, in all its departments ; and
in this connexion I desire to make
some remarks on the two systems of la-
bor, free and slave, which-exist in the
two great geographical divisions of our
Contederacy; and to inquire whether jt
be true, as has been asserted in vai-
ous quarters, and on high authority,
that there is an inherent, necessary,
and continuing autagonism betwedn
the two systems.

As preliminary to this . inquiry, it
may be proper to glance at the origin
o the system of slave-labor in the Uni-
ted States.

‘History informs us that more than
a century elapsed alter the discovery
of America before any successful effort
was made to establish permanent set-
tlements of the white race on the east-
ern coast of our country. The first
colony was founded at Jamestown, in
1607, but for many years it had to
struggle against such discouraging dif-
ficulties that it barely maintained a
precarious existence. A few years
later the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth
Rock, and by degrees sparsely popu-
lated colonies spread themselves along
the coast from Maine to Georgia. The
dangers and privations incident tothe
settlement and subjugation of & new

It is the people of England, then,
with a very small party in the United
States, who are united by this “bond
of blood.”
of our sensation ministers, not the er-
mine of our judges. The sacramental

sacred are overshadowed by
man’s erime.

and holy langnag

from such impiety with a shudder.

MDA

It reddens the vestments

tables of our political.churches are en-
crimsoned with it, and the places once
the old
In these places when
.| you call John Brown' ‘the champion
of Christ,”’ it may be considered meek
e; but the great
mass of eur American people will turn

country prevented rapid immigration
fto it; and, notwithstanding the strong
inducements that were offered, in the
form of liberal grants of land, the
growth of the colonies was by no means
satisfactory to those interested. The
number of laborers was inadequate to
the efficient settlement and cultivation
of the fertile lands. To supply this de-
mand the Mother Country, about the
year 1620, resorted to the expedient
of introducing into these colonies a class
of involuntary immigrants, in the per-
sons of Africans, who had been captur-

tant clements. Mxperience also de-
monstrated at an‘early day that the
negro race weré physically unfitted to
endure the rigors of a Northern ecli-
mate. These considerations led to a
general conviction in the Northern col-
onies that negro labor was nnprofita-
ble, and induced them to adopt meas-
ures to rid themselves of the incum-
brance of an unproductive popnlation.
And here:it may be instructive to
pause and contemplate the means hy
which that objeet was accomplished.
Some of our brethren of the North
are disposed, like certain of the Phar-
isees of old, to thank God “that they
are not as other men are.’” and to as-
sume to themselves and their States
areat credit for dicinterestedness and
benevolence in liberating their slaves.
I am as little digsposed as any other
man to withhold from them the praise
to which they are justly entitled for
their many acknowledged virtues. I
take pleasure in bearing testimony to
their intelligence, integrity, industry,
frugality, public spirit, and generalbe-
nevolence. But respect for the truth
of history constrains me to deny their
right to be regarded as the benefactors
of the negro race.

A general impression prevails, both
in the North and South, that the peo-
ple of the Northern States, influenced
by a generons spirit of philanthropy,
and a noble devotion to the eanse of
human liberty, voluntarily emancipa-
ted their slaves by legislative enact-
ments. If their legislation had been
such as is generally supposed, it might
well be questioned how far it would es-
tablish their just claim to any high de-
oree of merit in a moral point of view;
because, as I have already stated, it
had become manifest, before any such
laws were adopted, that the slaves of
the Northern States were a burden
rather than a benefit. The policy of
those States might, therefore, be fairly
attributed rather to a disposition to rid
themselves of anignorant, improvident,
and unprofitable population than to a
desire to do justice to a ‘“down-trod-
den'’ race.

But what are the facts of the case?
My professional duty has led me to in-
vestigate the legislation of some four

subject of lavery ; and I have yet to
find a law of any one of them by which
a single slave has been made free. 1
think I may safely challenge the pro-
duction of any such law from the ar-

or five of the Northern States on the|

‘has kept pace with the increase ofyths

chives of any eolony or State of this

tion, but I believe it to be true. Asfar
as I have observed the whole system
of Northern legislation has been direct-
ed, not to the emancipation ol slaves,
but to the removal of the slave popu-
lation beyond their limits. All their
laws on the subject were prospective.
None of them, as far as ! have been a-
ble to discover, operated to confer
freedom on the slaves in being. They
simply provided that the offspring of
female slaves who should be born with-
in the jurisdiction of the States pass-
ing such laws after specified dates
should be deemed free. All who were

The laws were intended to operate on-
ly on the after-born children, and the
rights secured to these were altogether

the female slave. There was no pro-
hibition of theremoval of the females.
If the owner thought proper to retain
them in the State which had adopted
such laws, her offspring, born after the

ren was not the effect of legislation a-
lone, but of legislation and the concur-

ed in the wars between hostile tribes,

Confederacy. This is a beld proposi- |

small proportion of the slaves in th
Northern States. Much the large?
number were sold to the people of th:,'c;p*‘ fast taking possession of the grain-
South, and the descendants of thosf;

slaves, now held under the warrant::
of title given by Northern venderg
constitute a large portion of the slay:

citizens of the South contributed inn'j

population of the Southern States; an]]
the purchase money paid for them b

small degree to build up the manufacs
tures and commerce of the Northéry
and Middle States. o

It 1s alzo instrfuctive to observe ho_}
theanti-slavery legislation of the Norti

growth of the greatstaples of the Sout}3
It was not until = the latter part of
the eighteenth century, after Hargravs
and Arkwright had invented the spit®.
ning-jenny and the cotton.gin, thit
cotton hecame one of the impnrtnf-i:
crops of the Southern States. Aslaz
as 1794, when Gen. Pinckney, of Sou: 2
Carolina, enumerated to John Jay tke
exports of South Carolina, cotton wes
mot included in the list. A
Theinventions of the great machine}
above referred to zave a vigorous in;'}
pulse to the culture of cotton, and '}
has now become the most importaft
article of American commerce. 4
Cotton is an article peculiarly "¢
dapted to negro labor. Its culture *3
simple, and requirgs but little skill.<
It can be preduced profitably only
the Southery States, where the almo:
vertical rays of the sun and the debi3
itating influences of the climate rep;
der it impossible forthe white race {3
perform the labor necessary to till agd
secure the erop. The physical peegt
liarities of the negro, on the oth¢r
hand, fit him admirably for the wori .
Created with a system of pores anj
glands adapted to the tropical clima e
of his native country, he thrives ar_gl_
grows strong under the sultry heat _f
the plunting States, which would cauwe
the most athletic of the Caucasiyh
race to sink into hopeless prostratigy.
When cotton became an importa’t
crop in the South it opened a wie
ficld fornegrolabor and created a lar,le

lence to which they sometimes la
claim. The history of the world wiﬁ
prove that, while individuals may be
and often are influenced by the nobler
impulses of onr nature, communities
are controlled by their interest. The
Northern and Southern divisions ‘of

il the Un’on constitute no exeception to

thissrnle.  This faect should teach us
a leszon of natural, eharity and for-
bearaner, i

The fact having been established
hat negro labor 15 indispensable for
the cultivation of cotton, and that white
Inbor ean be economically substituted
for it in the prodnetion of the cereals,
live stock, and thinesthatare grownin
the Northern and Middle States, there
has been a uniform tendency of the
labor of the country to adjust itself
according to this standard. Slave la-
bor is rapidly concentrating itself in
the planting States ; while free labor

growing and grazing States.

Planting and negro labor have a
natural affinity which, legislate as we
may, will eventually assert its power.
Labor, like every other commodity,
will seek the best market. It will go
where it will command the highest
price. This great principle of politi-
cal economy withdrew slave labor from
the wheat and rye fields of the North,
and it is this principle which is now
draining-the slave population from the
border or provision Statesto the plant-
ing States.

. The high prices of the products- of.
Southern plantations enhances the val-
ue of slaves, and they are being rap-
idly gold to the planjers. The inter-
est on the prices they now command
in market is almost equal to the annu-
al value of their labor when employed
in farming the farmer finds it to his
interest to sell them.

The operation of this cause will be
felt more sensibly every day. The
acquisition of Texas and the reclama-
tion of the swamp lands of the South-
ern States, by enlarging the area of
the cotton and sugar region, has tend-
ed greatly to enhance the price of ne-
groes, and to withdraw them from

“*

Virginia and the border States. Should -

additional territory be acqnired in that
quarter the exportation of slaves will
be 4aceelerated, and at no distant day
it may become the pecuniary interest
of Virginia to follow the lead of the
Northern States, and send her slaves
to the South. Every thing seems to
indicate a steady advance in the price
of Negroes. The demand for cotton
is constantly increasing, and the fail-
ure of attempts to produce it elsewhere
has shown that the world must be de-
pendant on the United States for its
supply. By a wise provision of na-
ture every couhtry has the capaeity
to produce the food necessary for its
population. The price of fuod must,
therefore, be regulated and restrained

demand for negro laborers. The opy#-
site condition of things in the Nogps-|
ern State=, where it hafl been ast¢?-

tained by actual experiment that r2-|
| gro labor could not be profitably e-
ployed, naturally led both sections 4u |

adopt a poliey which wonld tend tost &
transfer of the slave population fri =
the Northern to the Southern Stat &.

In view of these historical facts  3d
logical d+ductions from them, it is igde
to pretend that the legislation of t3e

' North was dictated by any sentiment

slaves at the time remained slaves.—|

contingent, and conld never vest with- |
out the concurrence of the owner of |

of negrophilism.
of an enlightened self-interest, andnf

cording to their just relations and -if-
finities. 7
Having thus examined the prix}i-
ples by which Northern policy in -
gard to slavery was guided, it is fJo-
per that I should now advert to gife
changes which have taken pla‘r-‘.efﬁn
puolic opinion at the South on i)
same subject. X
At the date of -onr Revolution ! je
agriculture of the South was in a Fn-
guishing condition, and many of jjur
wisest men attributed its want of pyos-
perity to the existence of slaveryi—
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, !la-
son, Edmund Randolph, and ofjer
sages of that day were deeply imbised
with anti-slavery sentiments. Jefer-

rent action of the master in retaining

tion of Independence, and George | fa-

appointed day, became free. Freedom, 'son, in the preamble to the consijtu-
therefore, even to theafter-born child- tion of Virginia, made it one of jthe
inve causes of complaint against;the

1

*

ritish sovereign that he had, “bi"an

lVirginis, and other productions ¢

i
i

-

It was the nﬁ'sprghg':

those natural and economic Jaws wh*h
lead the adjustment of all things -

son, in his first draft of the Déelira-

by the general production of the world.
But only a limited district of country
is adapted to the production of cot-
ton. It can, therefore, have but lit~

the demand increases more rapidly
‘than the supply, the price of cotton,
and the labor necessary to produee it,
| must continne to advance. No, one
can yet predict the effect which the
extension of commercial relations with
China, Japan, and the East Indies is
| to have on the prices of the great sta-
| ples of the South, ;

These facts lead thoughtful men to
'inquire whether, at a fature day, the
line hetween the free and slave States
"may not be more sharply and distinct-
ly defined than it is at present, and

}

" the institution of slavery be restricted

'exclusively to the planting States.
| The tendeney is certainly in that
direction at present, and a rise of
'twenty per ceut. on the present vilue
Lof slaves will lend to.snch an exodus
as bas never yet been witnessed in
Virginta and the other grain-growing
States. I this aspect it 18 time_that
Lour, people shonld eonzider whether
' the interests of  Virginia will he ad-
vanced by the acqmsitian of addition-
lal territory adupted to the culture of
| cotton, wiren that acrnigition i3 to be
followed by the lass nf a large portion
of her effective labor.

This brief review of the Listory and
progress of slavery is, I think, suffi-
cient to show that, for the last seven-
ty-five years, the tendency of the labor
of our country has been to adjustitself
' with reference to the productions of the
| different sections; free laborhaving ae-

i

inhuman use of his negative, ref?_b‘ed'j quired the ascendency in all tt:a me-
the female in the State until the law us permission to exclude negroeg by 'chanical, commercial, and farming de-
could take effect on the children.—|law from Virginia.” . In his Note; Ton
Without the consent of the master,in-
dicated by reta.ining her in the State Pen,.Jgﬁ'emn expre”_ed his opf.?gi-

| partments of industry, and slave labor

{*his | n those connected with the production

'of rice, sugar, cotton, and tobasco.

tle competition in the market, and as -




