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f objeet I have in view, in thi
Th;;;hm ’gu, is to_call back. :
& ‘,, ""'uLtofthe countryat AT, ok 47
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ahandon 't e \wholeé principle of protecti - .. 955 imbrous | sober seriousness, to the. true qu.,e pro A
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qiiestion § whethei we-shall go back, by o i o 1 all th P‘E": Te enable others to understand - ;t,'“nnge the government ;” and also that sueh du- | ovél‘mn how ‘stood thé facts |'discon
our own Voluntary act, to that statesif ' War.. 3w is-full | ouly to refer them to the ‘last articlein | ties shall be assessed on the home vahumon on that day? ha.d actually ineurred | stability g
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tign, and her statesmen boasted! A n. - He hshmeq reason among themselves when after the 30th’ of June, 1842, a sufficient | a higher tariff than 20 per cent., and that, | men,.: st th
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er we shg.ll now surrender to Enz ot 'it; he{ learn fromeit how. much credit we should Government ;—secondly, thatno more rev- | Our revenue. had 'sunk 8o low that .the | " country,
I“k' of the most dssential blessings result., €7 “own | attach to_articles of .a, contrary import, | enue should be so collected than should be | credit of - the nation, was at that v y mo- | ~of prote:
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trine of Ftéc rade, all the leaders o T Was tnformed, ‘Em if he would | dress to me; as they have been of late, in | revenue fromduties of 20 percent. Ihave | belief was that before ‘they could deseend, ;g-lied This bill, which was &
‘them are_consejbus™ hat the cannot 0 : ever re ed the Tariff d by  the | by the operation 'of the law, to 20 per Mr. Ves ’s bill, but w
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10 trial t‘&fére ,,{.' . un.l%.)'mhout incur-, W ght-, ﬂﬂa keep its contents to himself’; which they gave on tha,t memorable oc- Congress of 1842, as & substantial com- | cent., men of all [Pames, seeing thﬂ-t the waa ml Mu! fapad M“ hl
ring inevilable defeat. ithin the past as the only tracts allowed to be ‘carried | casion. I cannot answer all these inqui- | pliance, in most respects, with this pledge 4Government could not be supported on House. 8t the Ale. Bap O}
year, the friends|o; the. pmteetwe policy tthe on, or disseminated on the ‘ries by letter. ~ I will, therefore; this day, in the Compromise Aet, withsthis excep- | that pnnclple, would confess old - errors, Oy

have, every where,routed. their-opponents
‘when this queﬂtxﬁeg has been raisedin the

lhlu'ch, are those which inculcate religious

2 ) RS frocked ation, in its widest and most liberal
:-lect:o S. ur en ave unfrocke m' and breathe no other spirjt- than
‘3 partlzims 3":13“"0‘38‘33 of British in- e onearth and good will among all
r(,qts in %ls nat sn They have forn the m qf at&m classes and dmmlom
niasks from all'the faces of those who pre- <1 can seg also, (let me add) a rival train
m ’

fér English ierican labor. The sheep-
skins hav@been stripped from their backs
d the "_";l\res, fow stand out in their
ed Jefor ;tj To insure our triumph

u; this gre queiqimn, our friends have at
ﬁst adoptetl a determination, upon which

ur welfage emi antly depends, to reject
yith  séorn, alliptice” with, or assistance
from, all @ yand such as pretend to
q;cupy a8 neutthl position between the
contending! parties on this question. This
i§ a subjeet upen which -the American
people can‘ho nger be deceived by re-

by enemies. -

s mo@t, yoll' see the-foes R the A

an excell t team attached to it. We. can/l

carry in it nll that is really necessary for

our safety and ‘our happiness. But we e
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cannot earry-every thing which the ca-
ice.orfaincy ‘of every member of the
ily may induee him to throw info - it.
If we s every one to pile in, among

.or necessaries of life all the trum
which hemay ﬂve purchased to - .

with hlim 'we- shall soon find that there is
not room enough' for a hundredth part of | |,
i ‘th tom tcam is uuerly unable to|

side
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th another wagon, behind all .these,
toiling ha:d to overtake ours, and bound
for the same country ; ‘where they mean
to pettle ds squatters for four years to
come if they can reach it before us. This
on is & heavy Jumbering vehicle, be-
mgbut a; lumsy attempt to imitate acel-
ébratﬂl carriage which came into fash-
n gboutihe year 1800, The horses are
¢ld political hacks, many of them being
vined and wind-broken and. most of

m

distressed with the thumps, a
egntracted by them- on the long

isense
Lmey up Salt River, four years ago.—
ide of this wagon you may see ponde-,

merican gystem, (conscious of theie” ap- rous safes!and chests of iron, u hich
pericams , apon whic
o .:1‘3“ ae;;‘my’pi;i;)?et‘:ge Lﬁ?wﬁ‘:ﬂ the brazen capitals are plainly leglble,
endeayqring +-t0! sdirect, public_ attention wms}abrﬁm the 'Eamﬁm %eeople from
from it -to othe ;_ubjects, presented for the their own money.” Osmsausaf these mas-
ur b d ﬁ.ga.i go‘gﬁl:; :‘;.e‘l;:fah‘}::_t save chests, we -read, I};zrd money
'ﬁes; : Guri ion, at this time, may the Ofc e-ﬁblde:t-; and bar;‘k ﬁa t{xf or ?ﬁw ;
| THRN PO & people.” - On the a em, the
ﬁffﬁ ed to, ;oatﬂg {tvégzse%:uﬁ & | seem to h uedgm on Pelian, as if
_one w belonging to our concern, with they esigne to put.al} . Tecas. apon

wheels, including parts of the Mexican
States of Santa Fe, Chihuahua, Coohuila,

Tamaulipas ; the whole crowned with
Texan debt of untold millions, by the
of which, on the other package, you

me?; read,‘.No assumption of our owy State
by
heaviest weight of all presses on the dri-
ver's box t where you may see James K.
Pcflk, of Ti;nnessee, Holding his nags, four
e George M. Dallas, sitting"

‘olir own Government.  But the

y vainly plies a hickory gad to

- exco flanks of the jaded animals.

The driver mts ona cunlnon of enormous

; h Free Trade. . E
atnet thb@'réig t in the wagon to such ofﬁg “%Fﬁlﬁ is of forexgn man‘:};ycm
fo our safety and com- ‘Thie very Wood of which it is made, is of

r_ertalnly transport. - But.
very one, who ffnnks he.

forblgn

wth-&even the horse shoes

by English blacksmiths ; the
ess nll manufactured out of Eng—-
lea r, by English harness-makers ;

nd . e will promise not to fall ia] 'th
e wh l-txre, the axle-trees, and even
\l:aymf quarrel with any friend th bmi its, were imported from Liver-
""* ::’ksg" the journey with | ,, No. American laberer, whether na-

] to load*him- | {34+
rticles wlucl‘ll‘;ve are un- | 5
to earry. € Wagon | the

ywvalcade are now before |
w l.‘t for the West. Henry
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 Clay, riv knowatheroadwe]l and : timore -Convention, predicted cuss the legal effect of this act, often speak
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‘f "“’P““w ed oﬁce—holders and office | the act'of 1832, to an universal levie of
“Protection ‘1o |, ‘_tersi ound the shouting at | 20 per cent., at the-expiration of nine
.an economt- | thetop of! their lungs, for’“Free Trade | years and four months. 'In other words,
rusment, and | ahid Teads” % Hard money “and James K. | tegarded the Compromise ‘Act as fix-
necessary for f Poik” | There is httle’ fellow, the editor | ing one rate for all dutiable articles
But there goes | of a new r, blowing a 'penny from and after the 30th of June, 1842,
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- Texas | trons;” e < | and as containing certain bindi
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i about his freight; though | « }ur » is | should ever, after that day, be co ctedby.f
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' hzed, tvas a.llowéd to drive

Mmca, covered over. with
flag,” which Mr Butler, in the

attempt to answer them here ; for I see

“ A chiel’s amang us takin’ notes,
¢  And, faith, he’ll prent em i

and I have reason‘to hope that:his report
of what I am about to say may reach those
who have addressed these inquiries to me.

I was in the Senate at the time of the
passage of the Compromise Act, was a
member of the committee which reported
it, and had the best possible opportunity
of knowing the motives, and objects of Mr.
Clay, in the introduction and passage of
that measure, ~ His aim was not only to
prevent a civil war and the dissolution of
the Union, but to SsAVE THE PROTECTIVE PO-
Licy. I am convinced that, hut for the
passage of that act, the protective system
would have been substantially repealed,
more than ten $earsago, and évery man-
ufacturer in the country dependent upon
it stricken down.

I know that nothing is more .common
than for usto hear certain individuals, who
are utterly ignorant of the real circum-
stances which existed in the early part of
the year 1833, in a spirit of idle bravado,
r | boasting bravely they would have: defied
the threatsof the Nullifiers—how resolute
they would have proved themselves, had
the opportunity been offeréd them, in hang-
ing up all the leaders of that faction, and
how rejoiced they would have been in ad-
ministering, through the swiftly. willing |.
‘agency of General Jackson, a salutary
castigation to what they term “the imbe-
cile arroganece and bullying of South Car-
olina.”  These and similar remarks are
generally made for the p of intro-
ducing a condemnation of ﬁ Clay for
his agency in the passage of the Compro-
mise Act, which t'.Eey say was a sacrifice
of the protective nncnple to prevent a
war with the nullng Withéut doubt-
ing the courage or the sincerity of those
who thus often boast of the superior firm-
ness and more manly bearing which they
would have exhib at that crisis, [ will
endeavor, briefly, to show you that these
gentlemen are ignorant both of the effect
and meaning of the act, as well as of the
objects sought to be secured by ifS author.

It is quite 'a common error, that the act
itself proposes a - horizontal Tariff of 20
per cént. on all articles of importation, as
the minimum rate of duties, and the final

duties, proposed by the act, shall cease,
and stand unchanged and unchangeable-
forever.
ligence, professing to understand and dis-

' resting place at which the rednction of|

At this day, gentlemen of intel- |

to the proceeds of the sales of the public

lands as an anxiliary for that purpose; ;|
while the Compromise_ Act gave, to me,
as I thouglt when I voted for it, and to
every other friend of the protection sys-
tem, at the same time, a’'solemn assurance,
that, after the 30th of June, 1842, the
Land Fund should cease to be regarded
as a source of revenue, and that all the
real wants of the government should be |
supplied exclusively from duties on im-
ports, assessed so asto prevent frauds, and
payable in cash.’

‘Po understand this subject, as it really
wasunderstood by those friends with whom
I acted in the passa.ge of the Compromise
Act, it is necessary to recur to some other

mceedmgs contemporaneous with it. Mr
Cla. s bill to distribute the proceeds of the
sales of the Public Lands among the States,
which passed both Houses of Congress a-
bout the same time with the Compromise
itself, was by usregarded as part and par-
cel of one revenue and financial sys-
tem, which we desired to establish for the
benefit of the whole country. While tem-
porarily surrendering the Land Fund to
the States,to which it rightfully belong-
ed,in the judgment of the Congress of
1833, we provided,in the Compromise Act,
that there should be a day fixed at which,
in accordance with a suggestion previous-
ly made by General Jackson himself, the
Land Fund should forever cease to be re-
garded as a source of revenue by the Gen-
eral Government. Itistrue,that we should
have acted more wisely, as the event prov-
ed, by incorporating the: provisions of a
Distribution Bill in the Compromise itself.
But who could have supposed, at that day,
that President Jackson would have vetoed
a bill which carried out his own sugges-
tion? Nevertheless, he defeated that great |
and salutary measure of Distribution, by
means which no end can ever justify. He

refused to return the bill with his objec-
tion, to the House in which it originated |
~—unquestionably because he had reaso

to beheve, that, had he complied with this,
his constitutional duty, each branch of
Congress stood ready; by a vote of two-
thirds, to make the bill a law, in spite of
his veto.

I have said, that the Tariff of 1842, is,
in my view, a substantial compliance, in
most respects, with the principles of the
Compromise Act, and the pledges givenin |
' that act on the subject of the regulation
of duties from and after the 30th of June,
1842. Baut it was not a compliance in all

respects. In my humble judgment, had
the Tariff of 1842 been passed strictly in
the spirit of the Compromise itself, it would
have been a better Tariff for protection
{ that the law in force., It would have bet-
ter guarded the revenue against frauds in
the foreign valuation; and it would more
effectually have checked excessive impor-
tation, wluch is one of the greatest curses
ula. | of our country. The distribution of the
Land Fpnd among the States, contempla-~
ted by the Compromise, and temporaril

|
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provided for by the Land Bill, would have
-. put an endto the ‘agitation of - t.he,qnes-
tion of protection for ever; and the

clple avowiﬂ and stﬁtained by M I'Hg

<duties for revenue, ¢ discrim.
.dﬁ

ble of being mair

Y | believe, thnt any $

ﬂwuys belpndeiqfavnr of |’

tion only :—that law, while it levies duties | and join with us under happier auspices,
onimponts to support the government looks | in so adjusting the tariff as that, while

the wants of govérnment would be sup-

plied from import fluties, ample‘protection,

as incident to the revenue, would be freely

accorded to us, without further strife. " If,

then, Congress had, at that time, raised t,h'e

duties to the standard then fixed by the

compromise, we should have had a tariff’
which would more effectually have pro-

tected home labor than the act of 1842;.

| because, although the duties would have

| been for revenue,iwuh only incidental pro-

tection, (the very! principle of the act of
1842,) yet those duties, without the aid of
other sources of revenue, would have been
still higher than those of 1842, and 'theijr

collecnon better guarded against frauds.

But tbe compromise act causéd a grad-
ual reduction of dufies until the 30th of
Jyne, 1842, and the¢ question remains to
be answered— why did the friends of
protection to home labor consent to such | P

a reduction even for a limited period 1”

The answer m]ght be a very short one.
Under the circumstances in which we
were then placed, it was palpable to the
minds of those who voted iPathe Compro-
mise, that, unless we aecepted that, we
should have to submit to_the speedy 'de-
struction of the whole manufacturing' in-
terest. But it is| due to the subject, that,
in the answer to thxs question, the circum-
stances to which | have alluded should be
briefly explaineds At the time of the pas-
sage of LElS Jaw, the violent opposition of
many of our fellow-citizens in the South,
and of not a few tlsewhere, to the whole'
protective poliecy was unparalleled in"the
history of this '‘count South' Carolina,
by her ordinande o hulhﬁcatlon, had

openly defied the General Government,

and resolved that no duties should be col-
lected within her dimits. It is easy, at

| this day, after thé storm has passed over
to speak of her resistance as a thing which
could have been gasily crushed by the ex-
hibition of a little ﬁrmness. 1 have never
doubted, nor da I 'believe that Mr. Clay or
any of hls friends ever doubted, that the
power of this government was a_mpl y suffi-

cient to enforce for the time the collection
of the duties on imports, in despite of all
the threatened hastility of South Carolina,
and all other enemies of the protective

| policy. But it is/due fo truth to say, that,

at that time, South Carolina had many
+ syinpathisers, and not a few adherents, in
other parts of the country. We wesg, ev-
éry.day, in danglsr of a collision, which
might terminate in bloodshed ; and, in that
event, any man tolerably- a.cqumnted with
the American character, could anticipate,
quite as well as | can now deseribe, the
imminent danger f'a protracted and bloody
contest, which, 1f {it gxd not “endanger the
Union, as I firmly believe it would have
done, must have rendered the protective
system hateful tolour eountrymen, as the
exciting cause 'of & civil war, and incapa-
ined, except by the
cltizens by Ameri-
ever did, and do.not now,

butchery of
can hands.

madintained in & government like ours, if
it cannot be upheld withouta civil war.
Thnﬁnendsofthe
» | belief thatthe.

ch system can’be long | 2!

. mprommemtbeﬁrm

consideration in the ﬂem npd;it
sage in the House, was na lor

It was a measure
fail to an-i

whole protactmn.we
forced throigh the Commllma of the
the State of the Union, after an _in
fort by the_og-lends of American indus
pede 1ts p ss; when,-on the 23d of 1
ary, 1833, the friends of Protection in the
ate mdde the last effort in theu' power to @
its downward tendency, and to mf‘i;r
time as possible, the band which was e}
for its destruction. - At thater
question for them to conasider wu_yncgz
HOW MUCH PROTECTION WAS. '
Hoxz LARour, BUT HOW MUCH OF 1!
savep. The bill in the House,
was by the power of the Executive, a:
lic sentiment in - its favor, daily i
consequenee of the President’s :
the then egisting tariff, might be temp
rested by ﬂ:eacﬁonofgﬁv_' !
those varyBenators saw, that
promise could be effected, -while llloy
their slender and very precarious |
the Senate, the uluma.te tri of th
tive system, and that, too; at no di
inevitable, i
Time can never e&ce my vmd
of the anxious responsibility felt by
those who | with me.at that moment.
not rely upon my own judgment Ahﬂ,,
on that of my associate in the Senate
course I should adopt, 1 sought the -
one who was a citizeps of my.
who stood, at the time, at the head of the
facturing interest of the country,—a
extensivesand minute ,acquaintance.
whole subject of the tariff was not exce;
that of any other man in the nation.
had embarked largely in manufactures him
and who m.ﬁeeply interested for other m
Scter e o of pris paiio .-fa“"'i
acler as aman o :
1 refer to the late k.

pose W

Du Pont, mywm At my s
tion, he came to Wulungﬁonm tdﬂ.&
on the subjject, and, nlﬁ folly - ing 1
cnrcumstancol whic us, |
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