surveyed wod brought into market with as lit-
e delay as possible, that the titles may be.
come settled, and the inbabitants stimulated to
make permancul improvements, and enter on

the ordinary pucsuits of lile. To effect these
objects il is desirubile that the necessary provi.
sion be made Ly luw for the establishment of
land offices in Cuilfurnia and Qiegon, and for
the efficieat proseculiva of the surveys at an
early day.

Some difficuliies have occurred in nrganizing
the Territorinl governments of New Mesico
and Utah; and, when more accurate informa.
tion shall be oltuined of 1the causes, a fyrther
communication will be made on that subjeet,

In my last annuval communication 1o” Con-
gress | recommended the establishment of an
Agricultural Bureau, and | 1ake this occasion
agaio to invoke your lavorable consideration of
the subject.

Agriculture may justly Le regarded gs the
greal interest of vur people.  Four-filths of our
active population are employed in the cultiva.
tion of the soil, and the rapid expansion of our
settlements over new t(erritory is daily adding [
to the mumber of thuse engaged in that voca.
tion. Justice and sound policy, therefore, alike
require that the Government should use all the
muq& authorized by the Constitutiou to pro.
mote the interests and welfare of that impor.
tant class of ur fellaw.citizens. Aud yet itis |
@ singular 4@t that. whilst the manufacturing
and commercial intgreqts have engaged the at.
tention of Congress during a larga portion of
every session, and our statutes uhound in pro. |
visions for their protection and encouragement, i
little has. yet Leen done directly for the ad. |
vancement of agriculture. [t is time that this
reproach 1o our legislation should be removed ; i
and | sincerely Lope that the present Congress |
will not-cluse their labors without adbpting ef- !
ficient means 1o supply the omissions of those |
who have preceded 1hem. |

An Agricultural Bureau, charged with the |
duty ol callecting and disseminating correct in-~
forination as to the best modes of cultivation,
and of the most eff:ctual means of preserving |
and restaring the fenility of the sovil, and of :
pracuring and distributing seeds and plauts and
other vegetable productions, with instiuctions
in regard to the suj, climate, and treatment |
best adapted to their growtb, could not fail to |
be, in the language of Washington, in his last |
annual message to Cungwss. a *very chea
lnstrument of immense national benefir.”

Regarding the act of Congress approved 28ih
September, 1530, granting bounty lands ta
persons who had been engaged in the military
sorvice of the country, as a great measure of
natioml justice and munjficence, an ans.
us desire
trusted with its immediate exeéution, to give
prompt elfect to its provisions, All the means
within their control were, therefore, hrought
into requisition to expedite the adjudication of
claims, and | am gratified 10 be able to state
that near one hundred thousand applications
have been considered, and about seventy thau.
sand warrants issued within the short space of
nine months. It adequate provision be made
by law to carry into effect the recommenda-
tions of the Department, it is confidently expect.
ed that, before the close of the nest fiscal year,
all who are entitled ta the benefits of the act
will have received their warrants,

‘The Secretary of the Interior has suggested
in his repoit various amendments of the laws
relating to pensians and bougty lands, for the
purpose of more effectuailly guarding against
abuses and (rauds on the Government, 10 all of
which [invite your particular attentiomn.

The large accession to our [udian population
consequent upon the aequisition of New Mexi.
co and California, and the extension of our set.
tlements into Utah and Oregon, have given in.
creased interest and importance 1o our rela.
tions with the aboriginal race.

No matetial change has taken place, within
the last year, in the condition and prospects of
the Indian 1iibes who resido in the Northwest.
ern Territory and west of the Mississippi river.

:Vu are at peace with all of them ; and it will
e a

are grudually advancin
pursuits of social life.

_Along the Mezxican frontier, and in Cali
nia, and Oregon,

g in civilization and the

for,
they have been occasional

manifestations of uniriendly feeling, and some |

depredativns commined. [ am satisfied, how.
ever, that they resulted inore from the destitute
and starving condition of the Indians than from
uny seitled hostility toward the whites. As the
seltlements ol oyr citizens progress towards
them, the game upon which they mainly rely
for subsistence is driven off or-destroyed, and
the only alternative left 1o them is sltarvation
or pl-uudar. It becomes us 1o consider, in view
ol this pundiliun of things, whether Justice and
“humanity, as well cs an enlightened economy
do not require thal, instead-of seeking to punish
them for otlences which are the result of our
own pu“t‘)‘ lowards ihl*m. we should not pro.
vide for their immediate w
them 1o engage in agricult
their labor, jastead of (he
of support,

Vacious impaortant tre;
tinted with difle
*whie

ants and encourage
ure, and 10 rely on
chase, for the ineans

wies have heen nego-
reul tribes during the year, by
h their title 1o |4 rge and valuable tracts of
couniry has bLeen extingnished, all of which
will, nt the proper time, be submitted to the
Senate for ratification

The juim cnmmi#{ron under the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo has been aclively engaged
in running and marking the bound
tween the United Siates and Mexico. It was
stuted, in the last apnual report of the Secre.
tary of the lnterior, that the initial point on the
Pacific and the point of junction of the Gila
with the Colorado river had been determined,
and the intervening line, about one hundred

" - = b
and filly miles in length, run and marked by
Since that time a mon.

temporary mouuments,
ument of marble has been erected aTthe initial
point, ‘and permanent landmarks of iron have
be::!n placed al suitable distances along the line.

I'be initial point on-the Rio Grande has also
been fixed by ihe commissioners at latit

22, and at the date of the last communication

the survey of the line had been made thepce |

westward ahout one hundred and filly miles to
the neighburhood of the copper mines.

The commission on our part was at first or-
ganiz~d on a scale which experience proved to
be unwieldly and attended with unnecessary
espense.  (rders have, therefure, been issued
for the reduction of the number of persons em-
ployed within the smallest limits, consistent
with the safety of those engaged in the service,
and the prompt and efficicut execution of their
important duties. _ _

Returns have been received fram all the of.
ficers engaged in 1aking the census in the Siates
and Territories, except California. The su.

| fect view of the population, wealth, occupations,

defence. It cannot be increased, however,
without an incregse of the army; and | again

This failure is much to be regretted,

eontrol. !
as it hys prevented ihe Secretary of the Interi. _' ny;
or from making the decenninl apportionment of | recommend that measure as indispensable Lo

represeatatives among t(he Siales, ulre.qul:red the proteetion of the frontier.
ov a f . R is hop-
:5.‘:&‘55%,&1&.{“?:. lv;.'ibl?mon be rg- this subject, and on others comnected with his
ceived, and no 1ime will then be lust in making Department, in the report of the Sccretary of
the necessary apportionment, and in transmit. | War.
i certifjcat uj by law.
““'%‘I:::eSu . :?:;:e:;e::lqu; 'ie:e éevemh Censug my during the current fiscal year ‘ending‘ 30th
is diligently employed. under the direction of | June nexl, were reduced far below the estimate
the Secretary of the Interior, in classifying and | submitted by the Depariment.
arranging, in tabular form, all the statistical in. | quence of this reduction is a considerable defi.
formatjon derived from the returns of the mar.
shals, and it is believed that when the work |

shall be completed it will eshibjt 4 more per-

The expenditures of that Depariment, for the

' 88. The estimates for the year commencing
' 1st July nest and ending June 30, 1853, are

ial dition of a great country, than
e s A $7.898,775 83 ; showing a reduction of $1,161,

has eyer bLeen presented to the world. The

i

The appropriations for the support of the ar. | with communicaled,

The econse. |

|

penditures, that there should Le an entire #ep- of ea

aration of the .Pplupli.ﬁull. ﬁl’ the !uPPoﬂ uf :‘.:;0
fory.

the naval servige proper from those for perma-
nent improvements al savy yards and stations,

I invite your attention to the suggestions on | and from ocean steam.mail serwice, and other
special objects assigned to ‘the supervision of . M

this Depariment.

T'he report of the Postmaster General, here.
presenis an iuleresting
view of 1ke progress, operations, and condition
of bis Department.

At the close of the last fiscal year. the length
of mail routs within the United Stales was

giency, ta which [ invite your early atiention. | 196.290 miles ; the annuval transporiation there. \
on 53,272,252 miles; and 1he annual cost of mitted.
 year ending 80th June last, were 9,060,263 * such transportation $3,421,754.

The length of the toreign mail routes is esti.
maled at 18,349 miles; and the annual trans-
portation thereon at 615,208 miles. ‘I'he an-

no one was found 1o be entirely satisfac.
and it was therefore deemed advisable 1o
combine and adopt the adrunlqe.. of several.

‘The great ohject o be accomplished was to
ake such an uddition as would fﬂ'uﬂl_ ample
and convenient halls for the deliberations of
the two Houses of Congress, with sufficient
accommodations lor speclators, and suilable
apariments for the commitiees and officers of
the two branches of the Legislaiure. [t was
also desirable not 10 mar the harmony aud
beauty of the present siructure, .whnch. as a
specimen of architecture, is so u'mufrully ad-
Kecping these objects in view, | con-
cluded 1o make the addition by wings, detach.
ed from the present Luilding, yet connected
with it by corridors. This mode of enlarge.
ment will leave the present Capitol uninjured,

advenisement by a commillee of the Se- |

and [ earnestly hope that Congress will lase no
time in making the appropriations necessary to

value of such a work, as the basis of enlight-
ened legislation, can hardly be over estimated; |

492 75.

The Board of Commissioners, to whom the

and afford great advantages for ventilation and

' nual cost of this service is 8]1.472.187, of which the admission of light, and will enable the

- 8448,937 is paid by the Post Office Depart.

. management of the affairs of the Militarry Asy. |

lum created by the act of 3d March last was

. our national chgracter.

complete the classifications, and to publish the entrusted, have se]e?led a si.(e‘ h_lr the esn'abli_sh- 1
results in_a style worthy of the subject and of ment of an Asylum in the vicinity ol this city,
- which has been approved by me, subject to the
The want of a uniform fee bLill, prescriliing prm!uclion of a satisfactory title. _
the compensation to be allowed district attor. | 'I.h'e report of l.he Secretary of the l'f'avy will |
neys, clerks, marshals, and commissioners in | exhibit the condition of the public service under
civil and criminal cases. is the cause of much | the supervision of that Depariment. Our naval i
vexalion, injustice, and camplaint. [ would fnr(-:e afloat during the present year ‘h_as been |
recommend a thorough revision of the laws on acu.vely and ust'_fully eruployed in giving pro- |
the whole subject, and the adoption of a tariff 'ection to our wide,y.extended ant.i increasing |
of fees which, as'fur as practicable, should be commerre and interests in the various quarters |
uniform, and prescribe a specific compensatior: | of the globe, and our flag has everywhere affurd.
for every service which the officer may be re- | ed the security and received the respect in.
quired to perform. “This subject will be fully | spired by the justice and liberality of our inter.
presented in the report of the Secretarv of the course, and the dignity and power of Ih.e nation.
Interior. i | ‘T'be expedition commanded by Lieutenant
lo my last annual message [ gave oriefly my De Haven, de?pa{ched ‘in segrqh of lhg British
reasung for believing that you jossessed the commander, Sir John Franklin, and his com.
constitutional power to imiprove the harbors of panions in the Arctic Seas, returned to New |
our greal lakes and teacaast, and the naviga. | York in the month of Uc!uhrr: aﬁt:l' havmg un-
tior: ol our princirul jivers, and recommended dergone great peril and sulﬁ'e-rl'ng from an un- |
that appropriations should be made for complet. | known and daugefous navigation and lhe_ rig-
ing such v:orks as had already been commenc- | 078 ol a notheru climate, without any satisfac.

ed, an” for commencing such others as mizht | tory information of the ohjects of their search,

- 82¢m 1o the wisdom of Congress to be of pub. | but with new contributions to science and navi.

lic and general importance. Without repeat- | :'..’.'flliull from the unfrequented pular' _regiuns:—.
ing the reasons then prged, [ deem it my duty | The officers and men ol the expedition, having
again 1o call your attention to this important | been all mlun.teers for this service, and having
subject. The works on many of the harbors 80 conducted it as to mee:l l'hn enlire approba.
were left in an unfinished state, and conse- | 'ion of the Government, l-l is suggesled, as an
quently exposed 10 the action of the elements, | #ct of grace and generasity, that the same al. |
whijch is fast destroying them. Great numbers | lowance of extra pay and emoluments be ex.

|
f

ment, and §1,023,250 is paid through the Na.

vy Department. '
The annual transportation within the ULited

States (excluding the service in Calilornia and

work to progress without interrupting the de-
liberations of Congress. _
into effect I have appointed an experienced and
competent architect. The corner stone was

* ]
To carry this pian

Oregon, which is now, fur the first time, repors laid on the 4'?1 day ”r,J”!f _:““" with ‘“'ml:'le
ted und embraced in the tabular stalements of ceremonies, since which time '!‘e, work has
the Department) exceeds that of the preceding advanced with CO"""?“"“M" rapidity, 'I“-‘d the
year 6,162,855 miles, and an increased cost of  foundations of both wings are now nearly com.

$547,110.

The whole number of post offices in the Uni.
ted Siates, on the 30th day of Juue last, was
19,796. There were 1,693 post offices estab.
lished, and 256 discontinued, during the year.

‘The gross revenues of the Department for

the fijcal year, including the appropriations for |
the franked matter ol Congress, of the Depart.

ments, and oflicers of Government, and exclu.

- ding the foreign postages, collected for and pay-
able o, the British post office, amounted to

$6,727,866 78.
‘The expenditures of the same period, (in-

' cluding 20,599 49, paid under an award of

the Auditor, in pursuance of a resolution of the
last Congress, for mail service on the Ohio and

|

tion.

Mississippi rivers in 1832 and 1833, and the |

amount paid to the British post office for for
eign postages collected for and payable 10 that

- office) amounted 10 $6,024,566 79 ; leaving a

balance ol revenue over the proper expendi.
tures of the year of 703,299 99.

The receipis lor postages during the year
(excluding the foreign pustages collected for
and payable 1o the British post office) amount.
ed 10 36,345,748 21, being an increase ol

plﬂe.

I again commend to vour favorable regard the inter.

esis of the Distnet of Columbia, and deem ill only ne.
cessary to remind you, that although s tnhnh(?nu
have no voice in the chuice of representauves in Coan-
gress, they are not the less entitled to a just and liberal
consideration in your legislation. My opinions ou this
subjeet were more fully expressed in my last annual

| emnmunication.

Other subjects were broaght to the attention of Con-
gress in my last annual inessage, to which 1 would res-
pectfully refer. But there was one of more th:tn ordi-
nary interest to which [ again invite yonr special aiten-
[ allude to the recommendation for the appoint-
ment of a commission to settle private claims against the
United States.  Justice o individuals as well as to the
Government imperatively demands that some more con-
venient and expeditious mode than an appeal to Con-
gress should be adopted.

It is deeply to be regretted that in several instances
officers of the Government, in attempting to execute the
law for the return of the fugitive from labor, have been
openly resisted, and efforts frustrated and defeated by

| lawless and violent mobs ; that in one ecase such resist-

ance resulted in the death of an estimable eitizen, and
in others serious injury ensued to those officers and wo
individuals who were using their endeavors 1o sustain

| the laws. Prosecutions have been instituted against the

alleged offenders, so far as they could be identified, and
are suill pending. I have regarded it as my duty, in

these cases, 10 give all aid |egally in my power 1o the |

enforcement of the laws, and [ shall continue to do so

as been (elt, by the officers en. |

source of pleasure o you to learn that they |

ary line be- |

~of lives and vast amounts of property are an.
| nually lost far want of safe and convenient har-
' bors on the lakes. None but those who have
| been exposed to that dangerous navigation can
| fully appreciate the impartance of this subject.
| The whole North West appeals to you for re.
| lief, and I trust their appeal will receive due
consideration at your hands.

The same is in a measure true in regard to
some of the harbors and inlets on the seacoast.

The unobstructed navigation of our large
rivers is of equal importance. Qur settlements
are now extending to the sources of the great
rivers which empty into, and form a part of the
Mississippi, and the value of the public lands
in thase regions would be greatly enhanced by
| (reeing the navigalion of those waters from ob-
| structions. In view, therefore, of this great
interest, [ deem it my duty again to urge upon
Congress to make such appropriations for these
| improvements as they may deem necessary.

with a view to the prevention of the overflows

country, have been nearly completed, and the
reports thereof are now in course of prepara.
tion, and will shortly be laid before you.

The protection of our southwestern [rontier,
and of the adjacent Mexican States, against the
Indian tribes within our border, has claimed
my earnest and constant attention. Congress
having failed, at the last session, to ﬂd"-‘."‘ my
recommendation that an additional regimeat of
mounted men specially adapted to that service
should be raised, all that reinained to be done
was 1o make the best use of the means at my
disposal. Accordingly, all the troops adapted
to that service that could properly be spared
from other quarters have been concentrated on
 that lrontier, and officers of high reputation se.

lected 10 command them, A new arrangement
of the military posts has also been made where.
| by the troopssse brought nearer to the Mexican
| frontier and Yo' the tribes they are intended to
overawe.,
| Safficient time-has not yet elapsed to realize
' all the benefits that are expected to result from
| these arrangements, but [ have every reason
to hope that they will effectually check their
marauding expeditions. The nature of the
! country, which furnishes little for the support
!u[ an army and abounds in places of refuge
and concealment, is remarkably well adapted
1o this predatory warfare ; and we can scarce
ly hope that any military force, combined with
the greatest vigilance, can enlirely suppress it.

By the treaty of Gaudalupe Hidalgo we are

bound 10 protect the territory of Mexico agzainst

if the same were made within our territory or
| against our eitizens. | have endeavored 1o
comply, as far as possible, with this provision
of the treaty.  Orders have been given to the
officers commanding on that frontier to consider
the Mexican territory and i's inhabilants as
i:t“l_]ilu“.\' with our own entitled to their protec.-
| tion ; and 10 make all their plans and arrange.
| ments with a veiw to the attainment of this ob.-
ject.  Instructions have also heen given to the
Indian commissioners and agents among these

signed for the proteetion of our own citizens
L apply ulso to those of Mexico. [ have no rea.
. son to donbt that these instructions have heen
| fully carried into effect.  Nevertheless, it is
| prabable that, in spite of all our efforts, some of
 the neighboring States of Mexico may have

| sulfered, as our own have, from uepredations
| by the Indians.

|
I
I
|

ritory, as above mentioned, are snperadded, in
| defending that of Mexico, those that arise from
Ils remoteness, from the fact that we have no

! that there is no efficient military force on the
| Mexicao side to co.operate with our own. So
lung as this shall continue to be the case, the
number and activity of our troops will rather
. increase than diminish the evil, as the Indians
' will naturally turn towards that country where
they encounter the least resistance. Yet these
lroops are necessary to subdue them, and to
compel them to make and observe ireaties.
| Untii this shall have been done, neither coun.
Iry will enjoy any security from their attacks.
The Indians in California, who had previous.
ly appeared of a peaceable character, and dis.
| posed lo cultivate the friendship of the whites,
| have recently committed several acte of hostili.
| ty.

tended to them that were made to the officers
and men of like rating in the late exploring ex.
pedition to the South Seas.

[ earnestly recommend to your attention the |
necessity of reorganizing the Naval Establish.
ment, apportioning and fixing the number of
officers in each grade, providing some mode of
promotion to the higher grades of the navy, |
having reference to merit and capacily, rather |

' $997,610 79, or 18.65 100 per cent. over the |

| wherever and whenever their execution may be resisted.
' - » -
like receipts for the preceding year. |

The act of Congress for the return of fugitives from

| in either way.

The survey of the Delta of the Mississippi, |

that have proved so disastrous to that region of |

the incursions of the savage (ribes within our |
horder ** with equal diligence and energy” as |

tribes, in all treaties, to make the clauses de. |

than seniorty or date of entry into the service,
and for retiting from the effective list upon re.
duced pay those who may be incompetent to
the pzrformance of active duly. As a mea.

arm of the service, the provision last menticned
is eminently worthy of your consideration.

The determination of the questions of rela.
live rank between the sea officers and civil of.

| will also merit your attention.
provide any substitute, when corporal punish.
ment was abolished for offences in the navy,
has occasioned the convening of numerous
|
port, and is believed to have had an injurious
effect upon the discipline and efficiency of the
service. To moderate punishment from one
grade 1o another is among the humane reforms
of the age; but to abolish one of severity,
which applied so generally to offences on ship.
board, and provide nothing in its stead, is to
suppose a progress of improvement in every
, iadiviu“al among seamen which is not assumed
' by the Legisla're in respect 1o any other class
of men. It is huped ‘hat Congrese, in the am.
ple opportunity atforded by ihe present session,
will thoroughly investigate tiis imp“”‘ml.-‘“}b-
|jeci, and establish such modes of determining

March last, did not take efiect until the com.
mencement of the present fiscal year. T'he
accounts for the first quarter, under the opera. |
tion of the reduced rates, will not be settled |
betore Junuary next; and no reliable estimate
of the receipts for the present year can yel he
made. It is believed, however, that they will

fall far short of those of the last year. The

sure ol economy as well as of efliciency in this |

surplus of the revenues now on hand is, how.
ever, so large that no further appropriation from
the treasury, in aid of the revenue of the De.

_partmeant, is required for the current fiscal year;

| but an additional appropriation for the year

ending June 30, 1833, will probably be found

| necessury when the receipts of the first two

ficers of the navy, and between officers of the |
| army and navy, in the various grades of each, |
The failure to

quarters of the fiscal yearare fully ascertained.

In his last annual report the Postmaster Ge.
neral recommended a reduction ol postage to
rates which he deemed as low as could be pru.
dently adopted, unless Congress was prepared

1o appropriate from the treasury, for the sup.

' courts-martial upon the arrival of vessels in |

alent to the mail services performed by it for
the Government. The recommeundations of the
 Postmaster General. in respect 10 letter post-
age, except on letters from and to California

last Congrers. He now i1ecommends adher-
ence o the present letter rates. and advises
against a furiher reduction until justified by the

' revenue of Departmen.

guilt, and such gradations of punishment as are |

| consistent with humanity and the personal
| rights of individuals, and at the same time shall
 ensure the most energetic and efficient perfor-
| mance of duty and of the suppression of crime
in our ships of war.
~_The stone dock in the navy yard at New
IYork. which was ten years in process of con-
| struction, has been so far finished as 1o be sur-.
| rendered up 1o the authorities of the yard. The
| dry dock at Philadelphia is reported as comple.
| ted, and is expected soon to be tested and de-
livered over to the agents of the Government.
That at Portsmeuth, New Hampshire, is also
nearly ready for delivery; and a contract has
been concluded, agreeably to the act of Con.
gress at its last session, for a floating sectional
' dock on the Bay of San Francisco. I invite
| Your altention to the recommendation of the
Department touching the establishment of a
navy yard in conjunction with this dock on the
| Pacific.  Such a station is highly necessary to
the convenience and eflfectiveness of our fleet
in that ocean, which must be expected to in.

erease with the growth of commerce. and the
 rapid extension of our whale fisheries over its
waters,
’ The Naval Academy at Annapolis, under a
{ now affords opportunities of education and in-
| struction to the pupils quite equal, it is believed,
for professional improvement, to those enjoyed
by the cadets in the Military Academy. A

revised and improved system oi regulations,
large class of acting midshipmen was received

and a practice ship has been attached to the
institution, to afford the amplest means for reg.

_ular instruction in seamanship, as well as for

cruises during the vacations of three or four
| months in each year.

The advantages of science in nautical affuirs

| than in the lact stated in the report of the Navy
| Department, that, by means of the wind and
| current charts, projected and prepared by Lieu-

| Observatory, the passage from the Atlantic to

He also recommends that the rates of post. |

age on printed matler be so revised as to ren-
der them more simple, and more uniform in

their operation upon all classes of printed mat. [
ter.

I submit the recommendations of the re.-
nort to your favorable consideration.
l Y e - - -

The public statutes of the United States have
now ucen 2ccumulating lor more than sixty

years, and, interspersed with private acts, are
|

|
!
|
i

scaltered through numerous volumes, and, from
the cost ot the whole, have become lmost in-
accessible to the great mass of the communiiy.

They also exhibit much of the incongruity and |

imperfection of hasty legislation. As it scems

1o be generally conceded that there is no * com-

|
!
|

|
1
|
|
|

mon law” of the United States to supply the
defects of their legislation, it is most important
that that legislation should be as perfect as pos.
sible, defining every power intended to he con.
lerred, every crime intended to be made pun.
ishable, and prescribing the punishment 1o be
inflicted. In addition 10 some particular cases

spoken of more at length, the whole criminal

code is now lamentably delective. Some of
fences are impeifectly described, and others
are entirely omitted ; so that flagrant crimes
may be commiited with impunity. T'he scale
of punishment is not in all cases graduated ac.
cording to the degree and nature of the offence,
and is often rendered more unequal by the dif.

lerent modes of imprisonment, or peniteniary

confinement, in the different States.

Many laws of a permanent character have
been introduced into appropriation bills, and it
is often difficult to determine whether the par.

port of the Department, a sum more than equiv. | form throughout the United States, or the important

and Oregon, were substantially adopted by the |

‘ The reduction of postage, under the act of | labor is one required and demanded by the express words

of the Coustitution.

The Constitution declares, * That no person held to
service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof,
escaping inta another, shall, in consequence of any law
or regulation therein, be discharged from such service
or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party
to whom such service or labor may be due.” This cop
stitational provision is equally obligatory upon the Legis-
| lative, the Executive, and Judicial Deparunents of the
Government, and upon every citizen of the U. States. |

Congress, however, must, from necessity, first av.l!
upon the subject, by prescribing the proceedings neces- |
sary to ascertain that the person is a fugitive, and the
means to be used for his restoration to the claimant.—
This was done by an act passed during the first term of
President Washington, which was amended by that en-
acted by the lust Congress, and it now remains for the
Executive and Judicial Departments to take care that |
these laws be faithfully executed. This injunction of |
the Constitution is as peremptory and as binding as any
other ; it stands exactly on the same foundation as that
clause which provides for the return of fugitives from |
Justice, or that which declares that no bill of attainder ‘
| or ex post facto law shall be passed, or that which pro- |
| vides fur an equality of taxatiou, according to the cen-
| sus, or the clause declaring that all duties shall be uni-

| provision that the trial of all crimes shall be by jury.—
| These several articles and clauses of the Canstitution, all
| resting on the same authonty, mast stand or fall to-
( gether.  Some objections have been urged against the |
| details of the act for the return of fugitives from labor 3
| but it is worthy of remark that the main opposition is
aimed against the Constitution itself, and proceeds from
persons and classes of persons, many of whom declare
their wish to see that Constitution overturned. They
avow their hostility to any law which shall give full and
practical effect to this requirement of the Constitution.
Fortunately, the number of these persons is compara. |
tively sinall, and is believed to be daily diminishing, bat
the issue which they present isone which involves the
| supremacy and even the existence of the Constitution.
Cases have heretofore arisen in which individuals have
| denied the binding authority of acts of Congress, and
even States have proposed to nullify sucn acts, npon
| the ground that the Constitution was the supreme |aw
of the land, and that those actsof Congress were repug-
[ nant to that instrument ; but nullification is now aimed
| not 8o much against particular laws as being inconsist- |
| ent with the Constitution, as against the Constitution
itself' ; and is not to be disguised that a spirit exists and
has been actively at work 1o rend assunder this Unior,
which is our cherished inheritance from our revolution-
ary fathers.

In my last annual message T stated that I considered
the series of measures, which had been adopted at the
previous sessiop, in reference to the agitation growing
out of the Territoriul and slavery questions, as a final
settlement in principle and substance of the dangerous |

| perfect, for no human legislation can be perfect.

and exciting subjects which they embraced ; and I re- |
commended adherence to the Adjustment established by
those measures, until time and experience should de-
monstrate the necessity of further legisluation to guard
against evasion or abuse. [ was not induced to make |
this recommendation because I thought those measures
Wide

| differences and jarring opinions ean only be reconciled

by vielding something on all sides, and this result had

| been reached afier an angry conflict of many months,

in which one partof the country was arrayed against an-
other, and violent convulsion seemed to be imminent.—
Looking at the interests of the whole country, I felt it

| to be my duty to seize upon this Compromise as the
| best that could be obtained amid conflicting interests,
| and to insist upon it as a final settlement, to be adhered

, has been exhibite

ticular clause expires with the temporary act of

which it is a part, or continues in lorce. It has

'also frequently happened that enactments and

al the commencementof the last academic term,

provisions of law have been introduced
bills, with the title or general subject of which

_they have little or no connexion or relation.—
In this mode of legislation so many enact-

l

To the ditficulties of defending our own ter.  bhave rarely been more strikingly illustrated |

ude 20° | right to station our treops within her limits, and ' tenant Maury, the Superintendent of The Naval |

' the Pacific ports of our country has been shor. I

ned by about forty days.

The estimates for the support of the Navy
'and Marine Corps the ensving fiscal year will
| be found 10 be 85,856,472 10. the estimates for
the current year being $5.900,621.

] The estimates for special objects under the

ile

ments have been heaped upon each other, and
often with but little consideration, that, in many

instances, 1t is difficult to search out and deter. i

mine what is the law,

I'he Government of the United Siates is em. .

phatically a governmeunt of written laws. The
statutes should. therefore, as far as practicable,
not only be made accessible to all, but be es.
pressed in language so plain and simple as 10
be understood by all, and arranged in such
method as to give perspicuity 10 every subjecr,
Many of the States have revised their public
acts with great and manifest benefit ; and I re.

 commend that provision be made by law for

. public statutes of the United States,

| control al this Department amount to 82,654, '

| 220 89, against 82,210,980 for the present

' ditional mail service on the Pacific coast and

| the construction of the dock in California, au. |

| thorized at the last session of Congress, and

' some slight additions under the head of improve.

As a large portion of the reinforcements ' ments and repairs in navy yards, buildings and

perintendent employed 10 make the enumera. | sent o the Mexican frontier were drawn from machinery.

gion iw that State bas not yet made his full re.

the Pacific, the military force now stationed

I deem jt of more impartance lo a just econ. bmitted by di
P‘"‘ from cuuses, as be alleges, Leyond his | there is chsidered entirely inadequate o its | omy, and a correct understanding of naval ex- | submitied by different ar

| propriated one bundred thousand dolla

the appointment of a commission 1o revise the

s Arranging
them in order, supplying deficiencies, correct.

ing incongruities, simplilying their language,

_ ,and reporling them to Congress for i's aclion.
| year, the increase being occasioned by the ad. '

Ao act of Congress approved 30th Septem.
ber, 1850, contained a provisjon for the exten.
sion of the Capijtol, according 1o such plan as
might be approved by the President, and ap-
r I
- expeaded under his direction, by such lr.c;:i'le:t
 as he should appoint 10 execute the same. On
. examining the varjous plans which ha '

chitects, in pur

d been party has manifested
suance | the * peculiar institution,”— . Beacon.

to by all who value the peace and wellfare of the coun-
try. A vear has now elapsed since that recommenda-
tion was made. To that recommendation I stll ad-
nere, and I congratulate you and the eountry upon the
general acquiescence in these measares of peace, which
din all parts of the Republic. And
not only is there this general acquicscence in these
measures, but'the spirit of conciliation which has been
manifested in regard to them in all parts of the enunty,

: , has removed doubts and uncertainties in the minds of
into

thousands of good men concerning the durability of our
popualar institutions, and given renewed assurance that
our Liberty and our Union may subsist together for the
benefit of this and all succecding generations.

MILLARD FILLMORE.

WasingToN, December 2, 1851.

ANOTHER AWFUL TRAGEDY.
An awful tragedy was enacted near Al-
ny on Thursday night. It appears that
John Moore and his wife Elizabeth. resi-
ding about five miles from the city, whilst
in a state of intoxication, got to quarrel-
ing when the hushand, who had a double-
'barreled gun in hand, fired at his wife,
' blowing off the right side of her head.—
He then fired the contents of the other
barrel into his right side, pulling the trig-
ger with his foot, the ball entering his
“heart. Two little girls, their children,

| were found weeping over the bodies. !

It is a matter of speculation that not.
one single prominent candidate of the De-
mocracy for the Presidency, voted for the
Fugitive Slave Bill. How this is, we leave
to the wiseacres of that party to decide;
no doubt their ingenuity will'enable them
to reconcile their inconsistent conduect
with the “exclusive patronage” which this
in speech towards
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