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e discharge of my official
(die task again devolves upon
eommnicating with a new
ress.  The rellection  tha
presentation ol the Union

e constitutional term ol its
¢ will expire with my own,
tens the solicitude  with
state of our national con-
_and the devout hope which

may be crowned with suc-

alound interestto the Amer-
patriol. The uvnexampled

{ convse with foreign powers,—we
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ter, amtdst all the 1li\-rr.~it.v of in-
terest and pursuits 1o which they
are attached; and with no canse
of solicitude invegard to onr ex-
ternal affairs, which will not, itis
hoped, disappear before the prin
ciples of simple justice and the
torbearance that mark our inter-
|
have every reason to feel proud of
our beloved country.

The egeneral state of our Fo-
reign Relatinns has not materially
changed since my last annual mes-
sage,

[ Uhe President then gives a brief
sketeh of our Forcign relations, and
cuntinues as follows:]

Since the last session of Con-
gress, the validity of our Claims
upon France, as lignidated by the
treaty of 1831, has been acknowl-
ezded by both branches of her
Legislature, and the money has
bren appropriated for their dis-
charge, but the payment is, I re-|
gret o mlorm you, still withheld, |

A briel recapitulation of the!
most important incidents in this |
protracted controversy, will show
how utterly untenable are the
crounds upon which this course is|
atempled to be justified,

On entering upon the duties of |

terest and honor of both countrie-
would be best consulted. Instruc-
lions were, therefore, given in this
spirity to the Minister who was
sent out once more to demand
reparation.  Upon the meeting ol
Congress, in December, 1820, |
felt it my duty to speak of these|
claims, and the delays of France, |
in terms calculated to call the se-
rious attention of both countries
to the subject.  The Freuch Min-
Istry took me'pliun to the mes-
sage, on the ground of its con-
taining a wmenace, vnder which it
was not agreeable to the French|
Government to negotiate. The!
Amevican Minister, of his own|
accord, refuted the construction
which was attempted to be pnli
npon the message, and at the same|
time called 1o the recollection of
the French Ministry, that the
President’s message wasa commu- |
nication addressed, not to Foreign
governments, but to the Congress
of the United States, in which it
enjoined npon him, by the consti-
tutivn, to lay before that body
information of the state of the Un-
ton, comprehending its foreign as
well asits domestic relations; and
that if; in the discharge of this
duty, he felt it incunbent upon

my station, | found the United [bim to summon the auention of
Siates an unsuccessful applicant| Cougress in due time to what!
to the justice of France, for the [might be the possible consequen-
satisfaction of elaims, the validity | ces of existing difficuities with any|
of which was never questionable |foreign Government, he migit
and has now been most snll'mnl\‘!l'.tirl_\‘ be supposed to do so, under

o and  prosperity ol our

puntry having given us a rank in
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iccriy and independence {rom
ternal foes; thie career of freedom

¢ past, that, if true to ourselves,
here can be no formidable obsta-
¢in the future to Wts peaceful
luninterrupted pursnit, Yetin

cale ol nations which reinoves
wreliension of danger to our

fore us, with an earuest from

srtion to the disappearance
ose apprehensions which at-
¢l our weakness, as once
1 with the power of some
the old world,
I we now be solicitons as to
swhich belong 1o the convic-
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nl‘

stales

sse cansesson which depend
weellonce and the duration of
lappy <ystem of government.
the example of “other SVS-
unided on the will of the
Powe trace to internal dis-

nthe influences which have

& blasted the hopes of the
The
s which were strong and

sof freedom. social
vslul when united against ex-
danzer, latled in the more |
task of properly adjnsting
Comn internal  organization,
way the greal
sell-gavernment.
trust that this admonition
ver be forzotien by the

i ol

' States: and that the testi-
" which our experience thus
it the great human
H!'llmpr:wli:':ubilil_v:md the
25 of free povernment will
Swarmed o all time to come.

¢ _i'-“"-’ but to look at the
“Lour agriculture, manufac-
40l commerce, and the un-
m;""'fl increase of our popula-
bioleel the magnitade of the
I‘F"fﬂmiuo-l to us.  Never, in
nrwer period of our his
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lory,
thad greater reason than
g [,i';.\'f‘~ t be thankful 1o
rovidence for the bless-
s hr:l’llls and general prog=
Y- Every beareh of labor
“eCrowned with the most a-
o ore e s and wealth,
: nividug| comfort, we wit-
CEmostrapid and solid im-
tinentg, 'Wilil 1o
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admitied by France herself. The|
antiquity of those claims, their
high justice, and the aggavating
circumstances oot of which ll'.!-}-?
arose, are too familiar 1o the A-
merican Peovple to require des-
cription, It is suflicient o say,
that, for a period ol (en years and
upwards, our commerce was, with
butlittle interruption, the subject of
counstant aggression on the part of
France—aggressions, the ordina-
ry features of which were condem-
nations of vessels and cargoes un-
der arbitrary decrees, adopted in
contravention, as well of the laws!
of nations, as of treaty stipula-
tions; burnings on the high seas,
and seizures and conliscations un-
der special imperial rescripts, in
the ports of other nations occn-
pied by the armies, or under the
control of France. Such, it is
now canceded, is the character of
the wrongs we suflered; wrongs,
in many cases, 0 (lagrant that
even their authors never deunied
our right to reparation. Or the
extent of these injuries, some con-
ception may be formed from tle
fact, that afier the burning of a
large amount at sea, and the npe-
cessary deterioration in other ca-
ses, lJ_;' long detention, the Amm.‘
ican property so seized and sacri-
ficed at forced sales, excluding
what was adjudged to privateers,
before or withont condemnation,
brought into the French treasury
upwards of twenty-four millions of
franes, besides large custom-house
duties.

The subject had alrrad_v.hee'u
an affair of twenty yenrs' uninter-
rupted negotiation, except for a
short time, when France was over-
whelmed by the military power
of united Europe. During this
period, whilst other nations were
extorting from her, payment of
their claims at the point of the
bayonet, the United States inter-
mitted their demand for justice,
out of respect to the oppressed
condition of a gallant people, to
whom they felt under nhl}p_,:lllnl_:a
for fraterual assistance in their
own days of suffering and of peril.
The bad effects of these pl‘ﬂll'al'"‘d
and unavailing discussions, as well

upon our relations with France as
were

upon our national character,
obvious; and the line of duty was
in my miud equally so. This was,
either 10 insist upon the adjust-
ment of our claims, within a rea-
sonable period, or to abandon
them altogether. | could not
doubt that, by this course, the in-

[foreign power.

a sense of what was due from him
in a frank communication with
anuther branch of his own Gov-
ernment, and not from any inten-|

tion of holding a menace over a

The views taken!
by Bun received my approbation,
the French Govegiment was satis=|
fied, and the negotiation was con

tinned., It in the
treaty of July 4, 1531, recognising
the justice of vur claims in part,|
and promising payment (o the a-
mounat of twenty-five millions of

terminated,

francs, in six annoal instalments.
The ratifications of this treaty
were exchanged at Wa-hington on
the 2d of Fg-i'arn;lr_\'. 1832, and in
five days therealtegdt was laid be- |
fore Congress, who bmmediately
p:nwd the scts necessary, on our
patt, to secure (o France the com-
wmercial advantaces econceded 1o
her in the compact.  The treaty
had previously been solemnly rai-
ified by the King of the French in
terms  which are certainly not|
mere matters of form, and of which |
the translatien is as follows:

“We, approving the above con-
vention in all and each of the dis-
positions which are contained in|
ity do declare by ourselves, as well
as by our heirs and successor, |
that it is accepted, approved, rat-
ified, and confirmed; and by these
presents, signed by our hand, we
do aceept, approve, ratily, and
confirm it; promising, on the faith|
and word of a King, 1o observe it
and to cauze it to be vbserved in-/
violably, without ever contraven-|
ing it, or suffering it to be con-|
iravened, directly or indirectly,|
for any cause, or under any pre-|
tence whatsoever.”

Official icformation of the ex-|
change of ratificationsin the United
States reached Paris whilst the|
Chambers were in session. '
extraordinary, and to us injuriums,i
delays of the French Government
in their action upon the subject of
its fulfilment, have been heretolore
stated to Congress, and 1 have no
disposition to enlarge vpon them
here. Itis sufficient to observe
that the then pending session was
allowed 1o expire, without even au |
effort to obtan the necessary ap-
pmprialiuns—lh;u the two sue-
ceeding ones were also su!fered_ 10
pass away without any thing like
a serious aliempt to obtain a deu!-
sion upon the sabject—and l_ln:u it
was not vutil the fourth session—
almost three years after the con-
clusion of the treaty, and more

Fen, neither the interests nor the

[the constitutional powers of the

than two years after the excliange

of ratifications—that the bill for
the execution of the treaty was
pressed to a vote, and rejected.
ln the mean time, the Govermment
of the United States, having full
confidence that a trealy entered
o and so solemnly ratified by
the French King, would Le exe-
cuted in good faith, and not
doubting that provision would be
made for the payment of the first
instalment which was 1o become
due on the seeond day of Februoa-
ry, 1833, negotiated a draft for
the amount through the Bank of
the United States. When this
draft was presented by the holder,
with the credentials required by
the treaty to authorize him to re-
ceive the money, the Government
of France allowed it 10 be protes-
ted. lll auldixiun 1o the injur‘y' mn
the nonpayment of the money by
France, conformably to her eu-
gagement, the United Sthies were
exposed to a heavy claim oun the
part of the Bank, under pretence
of damages, in satisfaction of
which, thatinstitution seized upon,
and sull retains, an equal amount
of the public moneys. Congress
was in session when the decision
of the Chambers reached Wash-
ington, and an immediate commu-
nication of this apparently final
decision ol France not to fulfil the
stipulations of the treaty, was the
course nalurally to be expected!
from the President. The deep
tone of disatistaction wlich pes-
vaded the public mind, and the
correspondent exvitement produc-
ed in Congress by only a general
knowledge of the result, rendered
it more than probable, that a re.
sort tn measares of
redress would be the consequence
of calling the attention ol that bo-
dy to he subject.  Sincerely
desirons of preserving the pacific
relations which bad su long existed
between the two couuntries, | was
anxious to avoid this course il l
could be satisfied that, by doing

mmmoedinte

honor of my country would be
compromitted.  Without the ful-
lest assurances upon that pninl,‘]
could not hope toacquit mysell’of
the responsitility to be incurred in
suflfering Congress to  adjourn
without laying the subject before
them. Those received by me

were believed to be that charac-pride of a Government and peuple

ter,

That the feelings produced 1o
the United States by the nevs of
the rejection of the appropriation,
would be sach as | have deseribed
them to bave been, was foreseen
by the French Government, and
prompt measures were taken by it
to prevent the consequences. The
King, in person, expressed,
through our Minister at Paris, his
profonnd regret at the decision of
the Chambers, and promised to
send, lorthwith, a wational ship,
with despatches to his Mioister
here, authorizing him to give such
assurances as would satisfly the
Government and people of the
United States that the treaty
would yet be faithfully executed
by France. The national ship
arrived, and the Minister received

incurred the responsibiliny, great
as | regarded it to be, of suffering
Congress o separate without com-
municating with them upon the
subject,

"T'lie expectations j ustly founded
apon the promises thus solemnly
made to this Government by tliat
of France, were not realized. The
French Chambers met an the Sist
of July, 1834, scon afier the elec-
tion, and although onr Minisier in
Paris urged the French Miuistry
to press the suliject before them,
they declined doing so. e neat
insisted that the Chambers, i pro-
rogued without acting on the sub-
Jject, should be reassembled at a
period so early, that their action
on the treaty might be known in
Washington prior 1o the meeting
of Congress.

T'his reasonuble re-
questwasnot only declined, bu the
Chambers were prorogued to the
20th of December, a day so late,
that their decision, lowever ur-‘
gently pressed, could not, in all
probability, be obtained iu time to
reach Washingion before the ne-
cessary adjournment of Congress
by the constitution. The reasons
given by the Ministry for refusing
lo convoke the Chambers at an
earlier period, were aflterwards

\

immediate recall of their M. ister
at Washingtou, the offer o1 jiss-
poris to the American Minister at
Paris, and a publie notice 10 the
l.egislative Chambers, that all
diplomatic intercourse with e
United States had been suspended.

Having in this manuer, viudica-
ted the dignity of France, they
iexi proceeded to illostrate Ler
justice. To this end, 2 bill was
immediately introduced into the
Chamber of Deputies. proposing
to make the appropriations neces-
sary Lo varry lsto eficet the treaty.
As this bill subsequently passed
into a law, the provisions of which
now constituie the maio subject of
difficuly between the two nations.
it becomes my duty, in order to
place the subject belore you in a
clear highi, to trace the bListory of
its passage, and to refer, with
sume parucularity, te the proceed-
ings and discussicns in regard to
it. The Mimster of Finauce, in
his epening speech, allvced 16 the
measures which had been :n;'upted
to resent the supposed indignity,
aud recommcided the exceution
of the treaty as a weasure required
by the hopor and justice of France.
He, as the orgon ol the Minisiry,
declared e message, so loug as

Ljustify, for fear of giving offence

Claiming to act
rived (rom |
rmm'nl,l

his instructions.
under the anthority de
them, he gave to this Gave

lemn assurances, that, as soon al-
ter the new elections as the charter
would permit, the IFrench Cham- |
bers would be couvened, and the
attempt to procore the necessary
appropriations renewed: that all

King and his Miuisters should be
put in requisition to accomplish
the object: and he was understood,
aud so expressly informed by this
Government, at the lime, to en-
gage that the question should be
pressed to a decision, at a period
sufiiciently early to permit infor-
mation of the resnlt to be commu-
nicated to Congress at the com-
mencement of their next session

linformed, that the maiters, when

shown not to be insuperable, hy |it had not received e sanction of
their actual convoeation on the | Congress, a mere expressioa of
Ist of December, under a special [the personal opinion ol the Presi-
call for domestic purposes, whicli |deut, for which neither the Gov-
fuct however did not become | ernmeut nor the peopie of the Uni-
known to this Government nntil|ted Siates were respounsible, and
after the commencement of the last | that an engagement bad been en-
session of Congress, {tered into, for the fuititmeat of
Thus disappainted in unrjusli“‘hll'h the honor *}f Frauce was
expectations, it became my impo- | pledged. E‘"”“‘“‘_‘“S ‘l":“_‘-“"if“'ss
rative doty to consult with Cou-!the smgle condition which the
aress in :';*gartl o the expedicney .' 'rench wiuistry proposed (o an-
of a resort to retaliatory meacures, Inex to the payment of the money,
in case the stipulations of the trea- | was, fhat it should vot Le made
ty should not be speedily complied | tntil it was ascertained that the
witl; and to recommend suchs as, . Government of the United States
in my .i-lligilll.’:ll. e Geeasien bad done (‘If‘v'.llillg 1o iI‘j!:I’C the In-
called lor. To this end. an unre- | rarests of France; or, in other
served communication of the case, | Woids, that to sieps had been au-
t all its aspects, become ilidixppul; ' thorized by Congress of u lostile
sabie. To have shrunk, in muk- | character towarcs Fraoce.
ing it, from saying all that was| What the disposition or action
necessary to us correct under- of Congress might be, was then
standing, and that the truth would ' unknown to the French Cabioet.
But on the 14th of January the
Senate resolved, that 1t was at that
time inexpedient 1o adopt any leg-
islative measures in regard (o the
state of aflairs between the Unied
States and Frauce, and vno action
with whom we had so many mo-|on the suhject bad occurred in the
tives for cultivatiog refations of! House of lepreseatatives. These
amity and reciprocal advantage, (rcts were known in Paris prior to
wounld have been nowise and un- the 26th of March, 1835, when
proper. Admonished by the past, | the committee to wham toe bill of
of the difficalty of making even |indemnification had been referred,
the simplest statement of our[repnrml it 1o the Chamber of
wrangs without disturbing the|Deputies. That committee sub-
sensibilities of those who had, by | stantially re-echoed the sentiments
their position, become responsi-| of the Ministry, declared that Con-
ble for their redress, ana c:arm-sllylur'éss had set aside the proposition
desirous of preventing fucther ob-| of the President, und recommend-
stacles from that source, i1 went ed the passage ol the hill without
out of my way to preclude a con- | any other restriciion than that ori-
struction of the message, by which ; ginally proposed. Thus was it
the  recommendation that was|knowu to the Frexch Miasiry and
made 1o Congress might be re-i Chambers, that il the position as-
garded as a menace to France, in!somed by tiiem. and which bad
not only disavowing such a de- been so frequently and sclemnly
sign, but in deciaring that lmr‘::l-.uuum‘ml us the only one com-
pride and her power were too well! paiicle with the aner of Fraoce,
known to expect any thing from | was maintained, znd the bil! pass-
The message il netied as i:riginali}‘ prupnsed, the
reacnh Paris until more tan rwmoney woenld be paid, and there
month afier the Chambers hadlwauid be an end of this snfortu-

tuo others, would Lave been unwar-
thy of us. To have goue, on the
cther hand, a single siep further, |
for the purpose of wounding the

[l
4

her fears.

The!in the name of his, the most so-|been in session, and such was the nate controversy.

in!“.’l]i.lh“it.\' (‘!‘fh(' .l\]illi"-ft")' Lo J\{li‘1 1;1.: this « }“_-_Eiing Pr{)sp._rcl was
rightfol claims and Just eapecta- | soon desiroved LY a0 amendment
tions, that our Minister has been intraducad into e bill at the mo-

ment of its passage, providiog

l French Government, and notwith-

Relying upon these assusances, |

introduced, would not be pressed
as a Cabinet measure,

Although the message was pot
officially communicated 1o the

standing the declaration 1o the
contrary which it comained, the
French Ministry decided to con-
sider the conditional recommend-
ation of reprisals,a menace and an
msult, which the honor of the na-
tion made it incombent cn them
to resent. The measures resorted

to by them to evince their sense of}-

the supposed indignity, were, the

that the money shovld not be paid
aniil the Fremi i Governme ut Liad
received salisincinry explanations
of the President's ypessape of the
24 Decewmbier, 1834; and wliatis
still more extranydinary, the Pre-
<ident of the Couns is ef Munsiers
adopted this emendmwen’, =nd con-
conted to its incorporation iu the
bill. Inregard 10 & supposced in-
ult which hud been formally re-
wuted by the recall of their Min-
jster, and the offer of passperts 10
ms, they now, tor the first time,

propused 1o ask explanations.




