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KEHURER DAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

The annual sossion of this Association was held at
RO nee's meeting hovse, in Bdeecombe county. N. C
apmeneing Saturday betore the fiest Sunday in October,
‘1'-‘:' Etder Willinm Hvman was chiozen moderator, and
l-l[‘_-y _l.-st‘;-h I;i'_”_"f ('l"‘l‘k. Leaiters from 91 churches
gore road, from which 1t appeared thnt durine 1he past
vear, O members were i ted 1o the eharehos Ly baptism, 5
p_‘.'i'l‘-"'d h'\' ‘l!lh?l', l? th:‘llli:"-.*l'l! ll\' Il‘-”n'r. _i,_} |Ix.-(n“;|_|u“i(-“_
o, 46 .ll-l:c:wcd? J restored—whole number, 1546, e
tionary letters lor lt'll'.'lll!l'l'sillp were received  from the
churches af Sappony, Nash conniy; Racky Swamp, Hali
fn8 conniy, ﬂlli! 1‘_"mul_|l (111’1_'-'. F.mlh‘nnp!nn county, Va.
Phe nest Asoeiation is to be held at Rprine Green meel
g lioase, Martin county, 1o commmence on Satnrday bhe-
the first Sundayvin Oct, 1838, "The foll.wing is the

CIRCULAR LETTER.

. . 1 . . »
(e ministers aded e Il'_l_".l"'.\ toinpasing |||l.‘ l\l'hlll'\g‘.

537, to the several charehes oy e prresenn,

send greeting: and
: porstle, 1 all the brathren and sisters compasing the several
I8 i 1hat Association,

]

. Son, by the influenve of bis haly and Llessed Spitit on your every
peart, woring i you 1o will and 1o da of Gud's good pleasare while
on earthy that you may therehy be prepared for e l'l‘i»‘\lul'lil|
gseternal glory in heaven, when this suffeving life shall cease and
vin all enter on t'!t‘l'llil_\"r- everlasting shore,
" Deanty BELOVED SRETHREN 1IN THE Logp: You will certainly!
waeet a Cireular attached e onr .\linulrs, when van receive (he";;

®

(irzmch as many of von keow that there was an appointment (o
srie one for this Assoriation; but not coming ta hand, we are m;t!rri
e neeessity of dralting oue in a short time, in order to meet your |
ppectattons. And we kpow of notiing at present that more con-!
et e chureiies than that of sowe reminrks on A VALID BAP-
TN, For the devil in a thousand forms has through the instru- |
mality of man attacked the word, doctrine, and ordinances of |
(uist; which 1t becomes the duty of the elurches compusing the|
Edukee Association to defead, il they think they are ehorehes of!
Christ. Por Christ has committed al! his :_Tns'iu_-] g;tm!s to his {'}Illr('}li
! ministers, and we ask yowwho shall take eare of them il his!
lurch and mivisters do not?  Will the world take care of the word, |
dutrine, and ordinances of Cheist?  Sorely not.  Will the devil, or|
witechrist?  Surely not.  Will Malometans?  Sorely not.
the wsponsibility of the churebes composing the Kehukee Associa- |
o is very great, il they be Christians, (o transmit to the next geue- |
m of Chiristians and ministers with truth, faithfulness and clear- |
#, the holy word, doctrine, and ordinances of Clirist; without the |
iloy of bypoerisy, wadition, or human inventigns of any Kkind added |
seunto; as they have received them from their forcfathers, and
poved by the werd of God, otherwise void and of none effect. |
For you know, dear brethiren, that the devil through false teachers
atacked even the person of Chrisy; calling and endeavoring by
my sophistieal arguments to prove him a mere man, and vot Godl,
tSonof God.  And t."[‘l:l”_\' 50 IIH‘_\ hinve attacked the doctrine of
vguspel, and shaped @ in ten thansand forins,

i

addiong aud dimin-
i oits various truths o suit their lust of getiing money therehy;

Hashape the gn.-‘-;}k; doctrine that it might either suit the taste of

fpoerites, false professors, or the meb of this worlid,  And also you '

bow that devilish false teachers have attacke! tie Lornd’s b’upiwr;
siordinance laid down so ;:Hiu i the New Testament, bpth by pre-
“ptand expmple, that he that ruas may read the wanacr of it and
beend for which it was instituted by Christ, the head and lawgiver
s choreh.  Yet the priests have twisted and arned this to suit!
the coveting, money-getting dispositions; as well ac the Corinthians!
#io drunkenness aud full bellies at their churcl meetings, and not,
i hame,

L'.'“"'l}' so, dear Lrethren, you know that the ordivauce ol hap-
b has been attacked by false teachers; and warped in various [orms
s eriginal to sprivkling, pouring, &c.; which was not the ori-
il manner nor New ‘Pestament form, as practised by Jolin, or
Uliist, or the :'Ipui'llt‘a', as laid down in the New Testnment; to which
e now inyite yonr attention in this our epistle.  Not that we intend
20 fully into an investigation of this subject, but to make a few re-|
Trks on two parts of it, and on the third to dwel! somewhat; for!
1 %now our limits will not admit it in the short contents ol a Cir-!
Wlar leyrer,

Aml first, all we have to say on this subject is couclted in a few
‘ds: What is a valid seriptural baptism? To which we ausyer,
“pism may be divided into three parts; first, the mode or manuer nl;l
“ing the act of baptism; second, theg subject on whom the act of|
ism is performed; and thivd, the admivistrator that perfores the |
“and lis authority to do so. Ta the two first heads we design to|
*k but short, as so much has already been wrilten, to which we re-
F¥u; ot on the third part or head we design to du'el.l at some |
‘I2th; as byt linde has been said or written on this part ol bapusm,
Dmike 2 vatid Laptism according to the New Testament. l
And fiest, as 10 the mode we will say a few things. We "l",'”,e"ge
"= world 10 show from any bistory, book, or record. any administra-
. Yt made or prm'th-b nf:h.'lpﬁ-:m befure the "-‘)'5 of ‘J"_'h_“ the B“P'

“asrecorded in the New Testament, Then this administrator and
' Made and subjects are the origin of baptism. _‘M“""“gh i
1.'1“.' gone back to Abraham's covenant of (-i;(-umclill‘";_ and to the
b tabernacle and temple, for sprinkling, this is all Judge; say-
iI'L" thay baptism was in lien of circumeision. If this be true, then
r';r‘ll.rr_*l'l!r(':l, are right; for Abrahawm was a believer bEﬁll‘i: heh‘:‘(‘;
Flrxlf.«::(»ri, and circameision only a sign of ll'le l.!llll_l‘r? 1 u'a.n~ .
ins "l!-|1-lll:lh95 circumcision only an outward sigh, Su IS b‘_’l‘f"‘m a'_
o and sign of the inward work of grace and faith on believers, as
, Mham's circameision was of his inward grace and faith, .A".d
“"i't Seitles all this in these words, saving: lle is not a Jew “‘I.Ill_'ll 1s
o "Mwardly, neither is that circumeision which is uutwurd‘ in lh-e
M But hie is a Jew which is one inwardly, and cirenmeision 1S
-.'” o the livart in the FI!il‘il :|1|llhl'|nt in the l«'lln:l'; whose pr-.nse 15 not

90 butof Gad. Rowans, 2. 28, 20.  And now 10 gospelize these

- ety il

1

Aszociation |

_ W 1shiing grave, terey and peace, with |
o amd wnion, 1o abound among vou, in the strongest bonds of |
Chrstian eHlowship, feom God our Father and the Lord Jesos Christ 1

1ter baptism, ne

ither because he is baptized by : i
. - w - " -
e p ¥ water; 'but he is a Bap

}'}""“’l’"‘hllzud after his renewal and faith as was Abrahar ciecomeised.
it it is sufficiently clear from the New Testament, that all Jewish

types, shadows

tiwa ol the :_*,_uspr};

e il eni= e e . ) H
to the Gallatinns and Hebrews fully shows, for which prool read.

by
' Uhen as Juhn“s baptism wus the origin of baptism, as to mode, sub
Ject, and admiuistrator; 10 the account of it as recorded in the 'New
;_:_e;i;;:mf:::daj"iiu m:u;# \It'e sla‘all_u_f‘g for onr proofl of this fact.  Johuy,
: i aiso was h.lpll:mg in Enon, (not at, or near abont
but in,) near to Salim, (and why?) because there was muoch water
there; and they (the people) came and were baptized.
verse shows plainly that the first administrator and made o
reqpuired much water in order to perform the
adwinistrator John, who w
the church;

Now this
I baptisin
act of baptismy, by the

and that tub fulls, pail, pitcher, or gourd fulls, ¢

have b i . ould not
¢ been here denowinated much water, becanse the

place is men-
baptized in this place. Then baptiste performed without much wa-
ter m the place where the art ol bapfism is performed, is not valid

required in the place where the act ofbaptism is performed.  We cite
".un‘l'-n"mlh'lml.n, 10. 2. Romans, 6 4, as proof,

Next we cite John, 1. 9, 10: Andit came to pass in those davs,
that Jesus came from Nazareth of Callilee and was baptized of John
in Jordan.,  (Mark that word, i brdang also, in Buon—see bow

verse: And Jesus straitway coming 1p out of the water. Mark this
verse also proves be had been in the yater, while the wed

i e Was p?l"
. "% - 3 Al -
furmed or act ol vaptism.  ‘T'hen hew are two ins, (o prove the mode

||..r actofl baptism was performed in mich watery for Jurdau was a riv-
| er, .'lml_ul course there was much watir there.

_Again: we cite you Acts, 5. 38, 3¢ And he commanded the cha-
riotie stand still, and they went dows hoth inte the water, both hi-
hp_ and the Eunuch, and he baptizedbim. ‘I'hen thi: verse shows a-
gain the mode of baptism was in the vater, and that the subject and
admivistrator must both be in the waur, in order to perform the mode
of a New Testament water baptism; and we challenge the world 10
show by the New ‘Pestament that bapism was ever petformed out of
the water.  We have produced threeins, the water, for the mode of
baptism; now, i you ean, produce three ous, of the water, from serip-
lure, or even oue,
produce one Laptism in the New ‘T'estanent, where the mode and act
of baptism was performed out of the waer, not founded en supposi-

tiing much less by express scripture, out ol ihe water. Then we say

Then | |{'0 you, dear bretliren, that any thing ealled baptism, the mode not

being performed in the water, is not a valid and scriptural bapiism,
Next we come 1o make a few remarks on the valid and scriptural
sulj_uu.'ls of baptism.  What sort of persons didd this John, the first
performer of baptism baptize, ns the subjects of baptism for God who
sent him to baptize? Certaiuly let im kuow the proper valid subjects
|0 baptism, as well as the mode; or how else would he have went a-
bout performing baptism, a thing he never saw practised nor had
been done since the world began.  And had Le have nsked all the

the mode or subjects of baptism. Then God made known 1o John both
the mode and subjects of baptism. In the safie way he made known
|‘l -.M'n the Lamb of God that taketh away the sn of the world, and 1o
(reject the pharisces and not baptize them. S then the suljects of
baptism me a peculiar kind of people, furasmuch as Jubhin vefused
| baplisin to the pharisees it shiows all men are not the proper subjects
(ol bapusm, but a particular kind ol persous only.  And in order 10
Vprove whiich, to the book., Mark, 1. 5: And there wenl out unlo
{ i all the land of Judea and they of Jerusalem, and were all bapii-

"zed ol littn n (mark that word ia, wgain, that makes lour ins) thel
{ B

civer of Jordau, confessing their sins.  Thus you cun gee by this text
[the persous John baptized, such as coufessed their sinsg these were

 his suljjects of baptism, and of course Jolin then dild not adaut chil- |

[dren to baptisme  Nor were they subjects of his baptisme becaus -
| ey could not confess sins; for those he baptized confessed their
[sins.  ‘I'hea we say, brethiten, children are not valid sceiptoral sub-
{jects of baptism.

| Aets, 19.4: Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the bap-
(ist of repentance, saying unto the people that they should believe
ou Dim which shoufil come afier him; that is, on Christ Jesus.  So

| then, from the above text, according 1o Paul’s exposition of Jobu's
baptisin, John required faith in Christ Jesus which was to come 1 a/
subject before he would baptize him; which clearly proves three cha- |

cacteristics in the subjects of Juhn's baptism, to make them subjects
of valid baptism—repentance, confession of sins, and [aith in him
that was to come; that is, Clirist Jesus. These were the prerequisites

dren, nor the pharisees, nor scribes, nor men in a state of nature possess;
therefore neither of these are valid and scriptural subjects of baptisw

And foriher, the whole tenor of the gowpels and all the epistles
show, that repeatance and faith were required by Christand hisapos.
tles to fit any person for baptism; such as, repent and believe the gos-
pel—except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish—repent, for the
kingdom of heaveu is at hand——he that believeth aud is baptized
shall be saved—go teach all natious, baptizing them, kc.—and ma-
ny of the Corinthians believed and were baptized, &e. &e Le.—with
a lundred other proofs that it is the mau that repents of his past sius,
amends bis life, and confesses his sins with a broken :u_:-i contrite
heart, and believeth in Jesus Christ with all his I_:unrl ns |I||I.I}:e Eu-
nuch, that are only the valid and scriptural subjects of baptism; any
thing and every thing said to the contrary notwithstanding. . In this
truth of the mode and subjects of the ordinance af baptism for validi-
ty, dear brethren, stand fast; and let o man spoil your I'-.ul!n. “hm“f'&‘,h
vain philosophy, tradition or deceit, that any other person Is @ Soxip-
tural subject of baptism but the man or woman that_repenteth, cou-
fesses their sins, amend their lives, and with the lu-a'n-t Lelieveth in our
Lard Jesus Christ, and confesses the same w ith l_lne:r mouth as did the
Eunuch to Philip, saying, 1 believe Jesus Christ to be the Sm:. 1:Irf
God. We have only made these remark's on the made ar:d SI_IIJE[]P{ t
of baptism, merely to refresh your memories ::n.d put you in mia ol
what we have heretofore written you on the subject ol baptism.

We now, dear brethren, come to our third head, and that s, to

Tt would read thas: e is wot a Baptist who has outward wa-

\

een invardly renewed by the Spirit in the heart, and

and ceremonies, were pul 1o an end by 1he -Ii.-:pt*ui:t-i
and circumcision with the rest, as Paal's epistles’

as the first that ever performed this rite of | |
noned, Auon, and much water there, is the reason given whiy John |

nor a scriptoral baptism, even enough 1o immerse the whole birdy is |

these verses agree both as to mode,in, and not at or about.) 10!

Nouw we know, de:r brethiven, that no man con |

{wise ol the warld put together, they could not have told Lim either

required by John to make avalid subject of baptism,which veither chil-

show who the man is that is a valid and scriptural administrator of

lha)tiim, according 1o scripturcy for we couceive there is as moch in
the adininistrator to make a valid baptisan, as there is i the mode or
' l-ﬂlbjecl. For the wode of baptism and the subject of Laptism can’t
| fmake a scriptural baptism, without an administrator 10 perform the
mode; for the subject can’t perform the mode on himself.  For it
takes both Christ and Jolin the Baptist—it tahes Philip abd the Eu-

puch—it takes Anantas and Paul—to make a valid baptisin with the
‘mutle beside.

Then here in the three above cases you can plainly see
| (e three things proposed, essential 10 make a valid baptism; nof is
j ilh.e administrator the least of the three inmaking baptism vainl. For
| {without the administralor, and he vested with proper authority w pers
{ | form the rile of bapiismn, there can be uo such a thing as valid or scrip=
{ {wral baptism. "
;| Thenwe presume no mian will deny but John was the first admine
| {istrator of a valid and seriptural baptism.  F'rom whence was his aus
| | thority, from beaven or of men? Jolin, 1. 38: And 1 knew him not,
! | but he that sent me o baptize with water, the same said unto me npon
| whiom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and remainivg on him,
l | the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  S4th verse:
| | And I saw and bare record that this is the Son of God. Now the a-
! | buve verses show that John was sent to baptize—wlo seut him?  why
i Goud the Father sent him to bear witness to the Light. He <=t him
! | that Clirist Jesns might be made manifest to lsrael. He sent bim 10
! baptize with water—all which the chapter proves. So then Juln,
| the first administrator of baptism, had his avthority from heaven; and
i | it was this hesven-commissioned authority that made him a valid ad-
| misnstrator, otherwise his baptism would have been iovalid.  OF this
1| we offer as proof—sappose Jesus Clivist had baptized a person with
| water, would such a person’s baptismn been valid or not?  We pavse
} | for you 1o think.  We auswer, no; because Jesus Christ had no com-
{ mission [roi heaven to baptize with water.,  God hatl given Lim no
soch commission, thervefore il hie bad baptized with water without the
| commissioned authority, such a baptism would have been invalid;
| | lorasmuch as it was Jolin's aothority Irom heaven that made his bap-
Hism valid, havipg a right mode anil vight subj et Then aoll bap-
{ tsms are invalid by any man that is not divinely commissioned from
| heaveny thus it takes God's preseribed mode, Gud’s preseribed sub-
[jeetaud God's authorised minister to make a valid and seriptural bap-
[tism. Avid this further appears from the following reasons: John was
| sent of God to buptize with water, ad not with 1he Hely Ghost; John
| could noty nor did noty baptize with the Holy Ghosts nor did he evea
| conler nor could he eonter the Lloly Ghost, or eould e work miracles,
| vor ever did he work amiracle.  “1Tien John was just sueh a Baptist
;])lt‘iﬂ.‘h{'l‘ as those in these duys, witheut the gilt ol the Holy Ghestd
| which gilt alone quulificd men 1o work miracles. Buy Jesus Christ
| was seut of God not 10 baptize with water, as was John, but to baptize
[ with the Holy Ghost; and had he baptized with water, he had no au-
iilhurily o do so. “T'hen his baptism would have been invalid, 1or he
|h:ul no commission to baptize with water; therefore thie seriptures
[ show us Jesus baptized vot, but that his disciples baptized.

Then from seripture it is clear that John had authority 1o baptize
with water, but not with the Holy Ghost; so from the seriptures it
is equally clear, that Jesus had a commission to baptize with the Holy

'| Ghost and not with water; so then each followetl his tomnirssioh, as
(the whole tepor of the gospel shows, and neither intiaded into the
comnisslon of the other. 1lad they huve done so, each baplism
woull have been iuvalid.  And this further sppears from God’s call
i |10 the priest office.  None wire calivd to 1his office bur the (ribe of
i Levi: none commissioncd but themi therelore, those who assumed
i the oMice and offered ineense were burnt witly fire from heaven; as no
I priestly office was valid but lie that was ¢alied and commis-ioned by
| ' Gocte that office.  Therefure, says Paul, no man taketh ihis office
! 1o Himsell, but he that was called ol Guod as was Aaron.  Beeause
L nothing he done wis by divine command; or of diviee autherity;
| thewetore invalid and ¢ Fensive 10 God. And Paul applies this to the
| [minstry. And God might sy, who hath quired this atl your
liand=; Tor 1 have not sent you (o do so, and by what authority do
vouthese things 2 So then it takes the divine call and commission
‘110 make a priest and his offering valid; so also it 1akes the divine eall
and commission of Goil 1o make a minister and his office, aud aet of
haptism valid, sud nothing short of this ean doit. "Then il Christ
¢ | had baptized, and did not baprize beeause he had no eommission 1o
; idu s, how dare others who Lave no eommission from God to doso ?
i | Such are intruders into office, aud shall be dealt with by God assuch,
[ lsaying, you run and 1 seul you not, &ec. :
| Havine thus shown that it takes an adminisirator divinely com-
missioried to make baptism valid, we pursue cur third head further.
{ Josus Christ, the head of all prineipality and power, the head ol lus
fehureh, Qud’s king in Zion and lawgiver ol his chureh, and !t_nlher.
lthe Father vesting him with all power in heaven and earth, after his
| death assumed the fight and sathority of ealling, qualilying and com-
[ missioning men to preach and baptize nations accurding 1o the mode
| | se himself was baptTzed with.  For he himsell says, baptism was the
' couneil of God, and that it was a commandment of God; asil was
' righneonsness in John 10 administer i1, as being sent; and him to obey
Lit, as a commanid of God, and thus they would julfil all righteonsness
‘as respeeted the eommand of God concerning baptism, Nor can we
'believe that Christ would pervert the command of his Father con-
| | eerning baptism, either as to mode, <uljeet, or administrator; hut en-
| foreed the same by commission and his authorily on his diseiples.
[ | And thos he says: Go ye into all the world: he that believeth and
i iis baphzed shall be saved.  And thus: Go reagh all nations, hap-
| [tizing them, &e.  So then he does not tell them the wode, and why ?
[ begause they well understood this.  But he tells them the suljeet :
| He that believeth. Then it follows that all the apostes were com-
[mi-r-ium-d and delegated with power and commission 10 haptize be-
[ lievers [tom Jesus Chirist, who is the rightful head, sovereign and
lawgiver of his church.  And thas all they baptizd, if believers, by
the original mode their baptism was a valid baptism; because ey
fliad Christ’s commission su to doy and not otherwise. .
But we still pursue our thied head, as 10 a legal administralor
making a valid baptism.  Now let it here be understood that John
‘was authorised by God the Father to baptize with water; and that
| Christ was only authorised to baptize with the Holy Ghost, and not
| with water, And here let it also be fully understaod, that the apostles,
and not the seventy sent ott, were fully commissioned to baprize
| hoth with the Holy Gliost and water by Chrisiy the head of bis
tehureh: and that the seventy had not the power nor commission fo
|give the Holy Ghost wor work mirscles; but that this of giving the
Holy Ghost was exclusively given 1o the apostles for reasous we
could easily assign, by the laying on of their hands: but neither John
nor the seventy could do so. Then they were just the same as min~
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