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 PODETECAL,

PRESIDENI'S MESSAGE.
Follow-Citizens of the Sennle
and Huouse of Represenlatives:

[ rezretthat I cannot on this occis’on
eongratulate you that the pist year has
heen one of umilloved prosjeriy. The
vavazes of fire anl discase have painful-
A ted etherwise flourishing portions
cou ity and serions e nharrass
t dersnge the trade of many of gur
Bat aot vithstinding these adverse

&
:.‘ olr
T ,.."'J 3

e,

pastances, that  geaestal  prosperity
1 uis heen heret e s hu-l‘.l.i!'ui]_v
sweed oo us by the Author of all
: g 111 eoutinuvs 1o call for onr warm-
o eratitnde.  Especidiv have we reasou
: yrte 1m e exuoeran arvests whieh

wishly reeomprnsed woll directe |
i 19 it that sure reward
sought ln visionary specu-
cannot  indeed wview withont
. satisfction, the evidences afford-
past seasun of the b nefits that
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a his hounorable pursuit.
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anolher portion of our conterminous do-
minion, of which the division stili remains
tobeadjusted. 1 refer to the line from the
northwestern point of the Lake of the
Woods, stipulations for th :
which are to be found in the seventh arii-
cle of the treaty of Ghent. The commis
sioners appoinied under that article by the
two Governments having differed in their
opinions made separate reporis according 10
its stipulations, upon the points of disagree-
ment, and these differences are now to b

sovereign or state. The disputed poinis
should be settled, and the line desigaated

which it is one of the houndaries, takes its
place in the Union as a Siate; and | rely up-
on the corlial eo operalion uf 1the British
Government to elfeet that ohjee!.

Tuere is every reason to believe that
disturbances like those which larely agilated
the neighboring British Provinees will not
again prove the shurces of horder conten-
tions, or interpose obstacles to the contin-
uince of the good understanding which
it isthe mutoal interest of Gret Britain
an: the Uaited States o pr.s.rve and main
lain.

Within the Provinees thems: lves lran-
qnility is restored, and on our frontier
that misguiled sympathy in favor ol
what wis presumed to be a geveral effon
in behalf ol popular nghts, and which in
sopne wnstanees anisled o few of our more
inexpertenesd citizens, has subsided into
rational convielion strongly oppused to all
miermeddling with the internal affuirs
of our ncighbors. The people of the
United Stytes feel, w8 itis hop d they al-
ways w ll, 4 warm solicitude for the sue
cessofall who are sinercly endcavoring
lo improve the political eondition of mun
kindd,  This gencrous feeling they eherish

L

he sicady devotion of the hus- towards the most distant nations; and it |
No Lwas naturaly therefore, that it should bel

of the Government of Great Britain toj

entrance of Lake Superior to the most

e settlement of adjournment of Congress.

submitied to the arbitration of some fricndly |

hefore the Territorial Government, of|

e
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mdae wiih it on the third day of March,
1537, ,

I lay before you the treaties of eom-
! mepee negotiated with the Kings of Sardi-
i nig and of the Netherlands, the ratifieations
jol which have been exchanged since the
The liberal
principles of these treaties will recommend
them to your approbation. That with
NSardinia is the first trealy of commerce
formed by that kingdom, and it will, |
trust, answer the expectations of the pre-
sent sovereign, by aiding the development
of the resources of his ronuntry, and stimu-
lating the enterprise of his people. That
with the Netherlands happily terminates a
long existing subject of dispute, and re
moves from our future commereial inter-
conrse all apprehension of embarrassment
Fhe King of the Netherlands has also, in
furthar illastration of his character for jus
tiee, and of his desire to remove every
cause of dissatisfaction, mada compensation
for an American vessel captured in 1800
by a French privateer, and earried into
Curacoa, where the proceeds were appro-
priated to 1he use of the eolony, then, and
for 4 short tinse after, under the dominion
of Holland.

The death of the late Sulian, has produ-
ced no alteration in our relations with Tur-
key. QOur newly appointed Minister Re-
|sident has reached Constantinople, and |
have raecived assurinces from the present
Ru'er that the obligations of our treaty,
and those of l‘l'u'nrlsi:ip, will be fulfilled by
himself in the same spirit that actuated his
ustrious Lather.

Iregret to be obliged to inform you that
no eonvention for the sctilement of the
e'aims of our eitizens upon Mexico has yet
been ratified by the Gaoverament of that
country.  The first convention formed for
that purpose was not presented by the Pre-
sident of Mexico for the approbation of its
| Uongress, from a belief that the King of
Prussia, the arbitrator in case of disagree-
ment in the joint commission to be ap-

mioans of individual comiort is more certain lawakened with more than common warmth | peinted by the United States and Mexico,

and vo source of natiunal prosperity is so
Notiing can compensate a people
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ior o dependenc:: upoun others for the breal |a community, to seek the gratification of

they eatiand the cheerful abundance on

I. - - - - -
in behall of their immediate neighbars.
Bu! itdoes not belong 1o their character, as

those feelings in acts which violate their

would not conscent to take upon himself that
|f|‘i.cmlly office. Although not entirely sat-
Hsfied with the course pursued by Mexico,
I fell no hesitation n receiving in the most

wiich the happin ss of every one so much | duty as citizens, endanger the peace of their|conciliatory spirit the explanation offered,

depends, is to be looked for nowhere
with such sure reliance as in the industry of
the agriculturist and the bounties of the
earth.

With foreign countries, our relations ex-

hibit the same fuvorsble aspect which was (hem as citizens, they are seldom longmis-;to the Mexican Government.

presented in my last annual message, and

country, and tend to bring upon it the
'stain of a violuted faith towards foreign na
(tions. I zealous 1o confir benefits on oth-
ers, they appear for a moment 1o lose sight
‘of the permanent obligations impused upon

!I-.'(i. From all the information I receive,

and also chieerfully consented to a new con-
: vention, in order to arrangs the payments
proposed to be made to our citizens, in a
manner which, while equaliy just to them,
was deemed less onerous and inconvenien!
Relyir
confidently upon the intentions of that Go-
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afford continued proofof the wisdom of confirmed 10 some extent by personal ob- | vernment, Mr. Ellis was directed to repair

the pacifie, just, and forbearing policy ad
opled by the first Administration of the

Federal Goveram nt, and pursued by its|without incurring public indignation, in, Fhe new convention has, he informs us, | peace, of a debt likely to b
The extraordmary powers aldition to the severest penaliies ol the been recen'ly submitted by the President | nent, isan evil for which the

Suceessors.
vested in me by an act of Congress, for the
defence of the country in an emergency,

L

|
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{servationy, 1 am saisfied that no one can
' in such enterprises

[ now Ilnp(-, o engage 1

law,

| Reecent information alse leads me to }.g)i,.-_- Leumnstances whieh pl‘umisu a speedy ratifi-|the States are apparen!

1o Mexien, and diplomatic intercourse lias
heen resumed between the two countries.

Lof that Republie to its Congress, uader cir-

considered so fur probable as 1o requice that the emigrants from her Majesty’s Pro-!eation; a result whieh 1 cannot allow my-
that the Executive should possess ample vineces, who have sought refuge within our seif to doubit.

means o meet 1ty have not been exerted.

They have, therefore, been attended with able residents, anl to abswain from all ai-| Commissioner of the United States under | tant, is to keep the Federal Goverument |
our Convention with Texas, for the demar-

no other result than to inerease, by the con-

boundaries, ave dispused to become prace-

tempts to endanger the peace of that eonn-

Insiruetions have been given to the

ﬁdcnce Ihus l-ei‘l“_qe_l i” me, 1““- U”l'gﬂiil”l.‘i l'\ ‘\.hich I'I:IS -i”“lll]’-"-l th‘!“ an  as\y I'._I'II. cation ul the i'.”l...' \Vilil"h SE[J{:T‘:IH'S us fl'()!l‘l

to maintain, with rcliginu::i exaciness, the On a review ol the oceurrences on both
cardinal princples that govern our iuter-|sides of the line, it is satisfactory to reflect,

course with other nations. Happily, in
our peading questions with Great Britain,
out of which this unusual grant of authority
arose, nothing has oceurred to require its
exertion;and as it is about to returs to the
Legislature, | trust that no future neeessily
may call foritsexercise by them, or its dele-
gation toanother departmentof the Govern-
ment,

Forthe settlement of our Northeastern
boundary, the proposition promised by
Great Britaiu for a commission of explor-

that in almost every camplaint sgainst our
country, the off:nce may be traced to emi-
grants from the Provinces who have sought
irefuge here. lathe few justances in whieh
they were aided by eitizens ol the United
States, the ac!s of these misguiled men
were not only in direct coutravention ol
the laws and well known wishes of their
own Guvernment, but met with the deei-
ded disapprobatien of the people of the U-
nited Maies.

I regret to state the appearance of a dif-

ation and survey, hos been received, and
a counter project, including also a provis-
ion fur the certain and final adjusument ol
the limits in dispute, is now before the
British Government for itscensideration
A just regard to the delicate state of this
question, and a proper resject for the na-
tural impatience of the Siate of Maine, not
less than a conviction that the negotiaion
has heen already protracted longer than is
prudent on the part of either Government,
have led me 1o believe that the preseat fa-
vorable moment should on no account be
sufl:red to pass without putiing Ihe question
forever at rest, I feel conlident that the
Government of her Britannie Mujesty will
take the same view ol this subject, us | am
persuaded it is governed by desires equally
sirong and sincere for the amicable termi-
ation of the coniroversy.

To the intrinsic dificulties of quesionsof
boundary lines especially those diserhy

in regions unoccupicd, and bui portially |

known, is to be added in our eountry ()5

~harrassmenis necessarily arising out of

e/€oustitution, by which the Gencral Go
vernment is made the orzan of negotiating,
and deciding upon the particular intercst
of the States on whose {rontiers these lines
are to betraced. To avoid another con-
troversy in which a State Government
might rightfully cln'lm to have her wishes
) iiod, previous’y to the conclusion of

nsulie! ! |
::nventional' arrangements concerning her
yights of jurisdiet:0n of territory, I have

thought it necessary 10 call the attenlion
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ferent spirit among her Majesiv’s subjects
in the Canadus. The sentiments of hostili-
ty to our people aad institutions, which
have been so lrequenily expresseil there,
and the disregard ol our righits whieh have
been manilested on some occasions, have,
I am sorry to say, been applauded and en

ol the subordinate loeal authorities, of the
Provinces. ‘I'lie chief officers in Canada
fortunately have not entertained the same
feeling, and have probably prevented ex-
that must have been fatal to the
peace of the two countries.

1 look forward anxiously to a period
when all the transactions which have grown
out ol tiis condition of our affairs, and
which have been made the subjects ol com-
plaint and remounsirance by the two Gov-
ernments respecuvely, shall be fully exa-
[mined, and the proper satisfaction given
Uswhere 1t s due lrom cither s de.

Nothing has oeeurred o disturb the har-
mony of eur intercourse with Austria, Bel-
‘gium, Denmark, Frauce, Naples, Poriu-
jgal, Prussia, Russia, or Sweden.  The in-
ternal siate of Spoin has sensibly improv-
ed, and a well grounded hope exists that
the return of peace will restore to the peo-
ple of that country their former prosperity,
and enable the Government to fulfil all s
obligations at home and abroad. ‘I'he Go-
vernmnen¥of Portugal, 1 have the satisfac-
tion to state, has paid in [ull the eleventh
and last instalment due to our citizens for
the claims embraced in the settlement

cesses

l
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couraged by the people, and even by some |

Governments met in New Orleansin Au-
gust last.  The joint commission was or-
ganiscd, and adjourned to convene at the
same place on the twellth of October. It
is presumed to be now in the performance
tol i1s duties. -
| The new Government of Texas has
shown its desire to cultivate friendly rcla-
tions with us, by a prompt reparation for
| injuries complained of in the cises of two
vessels of the United Siates.

With Central America a convention has
‘been concluded for the rencwal of its for-
mer treaty with the United States.  This
| was not ratilied before the departure of
lour late Charge d’Affuires from that coun-
try, and the copy of it brought by him was
Inot reeeived before the adjournment of the
lb’cnﬂl.u at the last session. In the mean-
while, the period limited for the exchange
of rutifications having expired, 1 deemedl it
expedient, in consequence of the death of
lthe Charge ¢’Affaires, 1o send a special
agent to Central America, to close the al-
fair, of our mission there, and to arrange
with the Goxernment an extension of the
time for the exehange of ratifications.

The commission created by the States
which formerly composed the Republic ol
Columbia, for adjusting the claims against
that Government, has, by a very unexpec-
ied construction of the treaty under which
it acts, decided that no provision was made
for thuse elaims of citizens of the United
States which arose from captures by Co-
lumbian privatecrs, and were 'atIJud.sud
against the claimantsin the judicial tribu-
pals, This decision will compel the Uni-
led Staies toapply lo the several Govera-
ments formerly united for redress.  With
all these—New Granada, Venezuela, and
Ecuador, perfectly good understanding ex-
ists. Our treaty with Venczuela is faithful-
ly carried into execution, and that country,
in the enjoyment of tranquilliiy, is gradu-
ally advancing in prosperity under the
guidance of its present distinguished Pres-
ident, General Paez. With Ecuador, a li-
beral commercial convention has lately
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bacn eo-
tothe Senate at an early day.

With the great American Empire of]
Brazil our relations eontinue unchanged
15 does our friealdly intercourse with ‘the
other Goveramen!s of South America—
the Argentine Republie, anl the R publies

ielnded, which will be transmirted

{

of Urugnay, Chili, Pera and Dolivia. "The
dissolution of the Pera-Bolivian Confeder-
ation may occasion some temporary incon-
venience to our citizens in that quarter,
but the ohligiiions on the new Govern-
ments which have arisen out of that Con-
federation to oh<erve its treaty stipulations
will no doubt be soon undersioud, and it is
presumed that no indisposition will exisl
to fulfil those whieh it contracted with the
United Siates.

T'he financial operations of the Govern-
men! during the present year have, I an
happy to say, been very successful. The
difficulties under which the Treasury De-
partment has labored from known defeets
in the existing laws relstive to the safe
keeping of the public moneys, aggravated
hy the suspeasion of specie payinents by
several of the banks holding public depos-
ites, or indebled to public officers for notes
received in payment of pablic dues, have
been surmounted to a very gratilying ex
tent.  The lurge current expenditures have
heen punctuaslly met, and the fuith of the
Government in all its pecuniary concerns
has been serupulously maintained.,

The niuercen millions of Treasury notes
authorized by the act of Congress of 1837,
and the modifications thercof, with a view
to the indulgenee of merchants oa their
duty bonds, and of the deposite banks in
he payment of pubiiec moneys held by
them, have been so puneiually redeemed
as o leave less than the original ten mil-
lions outstanding at any one time, anil the
whole amount uaredeemed now falls short
of three miliions.  Of these the chief por-
tion is not due tiil next year, and {hc
whole would have been already extinguish-
ed could the trcasury have realized the
payments due to it from the banks. If
those due from them during the next year
shall be punctually made, and if Congress
shall keep the appropristions within the
estimates, there is every reason to believe
that all the outstanding ‘T'reasury notes
can be redeemed, and the ordinary expen-
ses defrayed, without imposing on the
people any additional burden, either of
loans or inecreascd taxes,
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nue then aceruing from the sales of puhlic:
lands, if not more, wvill undoubtedly be
wanted to defiay the necessary exproses of
the Goyveramentunder the wost prudent
adminisiration of s affairs. These are
circomstanees that hmposc the necessi-
ty of rigid eronomy, and require i's prompt
and constant exercise.  With the Legisia-,
ture rest the power and duty of 3o adjusg-
ing the public expenditure as to promote
this end. By the provisions of L e Con-.
stitution, it'is ouly in cons gnenece of ap-
propriations made by law, Il.at money can
be drawu from the T'reasury; no instance
has vecurred sinee t':e establishment of the
Government in whish the Escentive,
though a componrnt past of the Legislature
power, has interposed aa ebjection 1o an
appropriation bill on the sole ground of its
extravagance. His duty in this respect hig
been considered (ulfilled byreguesting anch
appropriations only asthe publicservice may
he reasonably expeeted to require.  In the:
present earnest direction vl the pablic
mind towards this subject, buth the Execu-
tive and the Legislature have evidence of
the strict respon-ibility to which they will
be held; and while | am conscions of my
own anxious efforts to perform with fideli-
ty this portion of my public funclions, it is
a satisfuction 10 me lo be able 10 count on a
cordial co-operation from you.

At the time | entered upon my present
luties, our ordinary disbursements—with-
»ut including those on account of the pub-
lie debt, the post office, and the (rust funds
n charge of the Government—had been
targely increased by apyrojriations for the
removal of the Indians, for repelling In-
dian hostilities, and for other less urgent
expenses which grew cut of an overflow-
ing Treasury. ludependent of the redemp-"
tion of the public debt and trusts, the gross
expenditures of seventecn and eighteen
millions in 1834 and 1835 had, by these
cauaes, swelled to twenty-nine millions in
1846; and the appropriations for 1887,
made previously to the fourth of March,
caused the expenditure 1o rise to the very
large amount of thirty-three millions. We
were enabled during the year 1888, not-
withstanding the continuance of our Indian
embarrassments, somewhat to reduce this
amount; and that for the presunt year,
1839, will not in all probability exceed
twenty-six millions—or six miliions less
than it was last year. With a determina-
tion so far as it depends on me to continue

To avoid this, and to keep the expen-
ditures within reasonablile bounds, isaduty, !
second only in importance to the preserva- |
tion of our national character, and the pro-
tection ol our eitizens in their eivil and po-l
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litical rights. The cieation, in time of

lent. The rapidity with which many
ly approaching to
this condition, admonishes us ol our own
dutics, in @ manner too impressive to be|

disregarded. Oune, not the least impor-

always in a condition td discharge, with

| ease und vigor, its highesi functions, should

that Republic. The commissioners of both | their exereise be required by any sudden |'

conjuncture of public aflairs—a condition
to which we are always exposcd, and
which may occur when it is least expeet-
led.  To this end, it is indispensable that
its fiiancds should be untitammelleld
and ils resourecs, as [ar as practicable, un-
ineumbered.  No eirenmstance could pre-
sent greater obstacles to the accomplish-
ment of these vitally important ohjrets,
than the creation of an ouerous national
debt.  Our own experience, and also that
of other nations, have demonstrated the|
unavoidable and fewrful rapidity  with
which a public debtis increased, when the
Government has onee surrendered itsell 10
the ruinous praetice of snpplying its suppo-
sed necessitics by new loans. The stiug-
gle, therefore, on our part, to be suceessiul
must be made at the threshold.  To make
our efforis cliective, severe economy is
necessary. This is the surest provision
for the nationsl wellare;"and it is, at the
same time, the hest pt't-ser\':atit'e of the
principles on which our institutions rest
Simplicity and economy in the afluirs of
State have never failed to chasten and in-
vigorate Republican principles, while these
have been as surely subverted by national
prodigality; under whatever specious
pretexts it may have beeu introduced or
fostered.

These considerations eannot be lost up-
on a people who have never been inatten-
tive to the effcet of their policy uvpon the
institutions they have erveated for them
selves; but at the present moment their
foree is augmented by the necessity which
a deereasing reveoue must impose.  The
rheck lately given toimportations of arti-
cles subject to dulies, the derangements in
the operations of internal trade, and espe-
ciully the reduction gradusally taking place
in our tariff of duties, all tend materially
to lessen our receipts; indeed it is proba-
ble that the diminution resulting from the

come |.t-.rma-\
re is no Lqui\'a-:
of

this reduction, 1 have directed e esu-
mates for 1840 to be subjected 1o the seve-
rest serutiny, and to be limited 1o the ab-
solute requirementsof the public scrvice.
They will be found less than the expendi=
tures of 1839 by over five millicns of dol-
lars,

The precautionary measures which will
be reconumended by the Seerctiry of the
|'T'reasury, to protect faithfully the public
credit under the fluctuations and contin-
gencies Lo which our receipts and expendi-
tures are exposed, and espeeially ina eom-
mercial crisis like the present, are.com-
mended to your carly aitention

On a foruier oceasivn your attention was
invited to various considerations in support
of a pre-emption luw in behalf of the set-
tlers on the publie lands; and also of a law
graduating the prices for such lands as had
long been in the market unsold, in couse-
quence of their inferior quality.  The exe-
cation of the act which was passed on the
first subject has been atlended with the
happiest conscquences, in quicting titles,
aud securing improven.ents tu the indus-
trious; and it has also, to a very gratilying
exient, been exempt from the frauds
which were practiced under previous pre-
emption laws. It has, at the same time,
as wus anticipated, coutributed liberally
during the present year to the reeeipts of
the Treasury.

The passage of a graduation daw, with
the guards before recommended, would al-
so, I am persuaded, add cousidersbly 1o
the revenue for several years, and pruve in
other respects just and benelicial.

Yeur early avention of the subject is,
therefure, once more esrnestly requested.

The present condition of the difances of
our principal seaporis and vavy yards, ¢
represented by the accompunymgrepatol
the Seeretury of War, calls for tie early
and serious attention of Congress: and, us
conunecting itself intimately with tius sub-
jeet, 1 cannot recommend 100 sU ::ugl)’ to
vour consideration the plan subaited by
that officer for the organization of the mi-
litia of the Uwited States.

o conformity with the expressed wishes
of Congress, sn atienipt was made in the
spring to terminaite the Florida war Ly nes
gotiation. 1L is to be regretied that these
humane intentions should have bezn fru:s
wrated, and that the effurt te bring these
unhappy difficalties to a s.tisfuciory cops
clusion should have failed. DBut, alter en-
tering into solemn engngements with the .
Commanding General, the IndidofyEre-
out any provocation, s#5Y Territory ren-
acts of trzaa¥y that 1 should recommend

last cause alone, will not fall short of fiy

millions of dollars in the year J82f¢ i-eve.-ﬁ[
final redaction of all 4=~ R

cent. thep 1-"

which will be submitted 10 you by the

our favorable consideration the plan
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