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POLXTIC AL,

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

Genllemen of the Senale.
and of thr House of Commons:

The periodical assemblage of a portion ol
the people, selected for their eminent qual-
ifications, for the important trusts confided
to them — to enact laws by which they, as
well as their constituents, are to he govern.
ed —is an occasion interesting to the phi
lanthropist, cheering to the friends of ra-
tional liber!y, and an able commentary up-
onthe excellence of eur political institu-
tions.

of every member constituting the great
family of nations.

The history of nations ought to have
taught, and 1t 8 hoped has taaght the pres
el generation, that that good which arises
from the guidance of reason, and the die
rates of justice, is more beneficial and per
manent, than tht which resulis from the
most brilliant triamph of arms, victorious
wer right and jusiice.

In inviting your attention to sich mat-
ters, as oughtto engige vour deliberation,
Auring your present Session, | refer you to
the first Article of our Constitition, as
imended, waereby it becomes your duty,
at this Sessiou, to lay off the State into Sen-
atorial Districts, and to apportion the rep-
resentalives in the House of Commons
unong the several Counties of the Spats.
Fhe rules by which youare to be guided in
the discharge of vour duties, are so expli
citly laid down in the Constitution itsell, as
to preclude all sugg stions on the subjest.

Al the last Session of Congress, an Aol
was passed, 1o apportion the Repres nta-
tves among the several States, according
to the sixth Census. By this Act, the
number of Representatives, 1o which North
Farolina s entitled, is reduced rom this-
teen, to nine. It therefore becomes your
luty, to lay off the State into nine ("ongres |
sionaly and eleven Electoral distriets. o
the discharge of this duty, justice to the
citizens of every part of the Siate, demands,
that the districts shall be laid off, as nearly
qual in Federal Population as it is praetica-
ole to make them, and that they shall be
most convenient [or the voters and eand:-
datesof every distriet. Indeed,the priaciple,
rthat in all poptlar elections, every cilizen
should have the full political weg!it 10!
which he is entitled by the Constitutions!
and Laws of his country, is so ohviously |
Just & undeniable, that it s dee ned searce

To that Department of the Government,
assigned to superintend the due exccution
of the Laws, this assemblage should al |
ways he nrcrplzlhle. as affording an oppor- |

ly necessury to suggest i's adaption for
your guidance in the tli:w.:i:.-igc of your
imporiant duties.

By an Act of Congress, approved the 4th

|4l expense of Depots and ('ars can be dis-

| Vissels 1o Cars, that will deliver them in

tunity to show how the daties of that De |Sept. 1341, entitled An Act to aprropri-
partment have been discharged—to point | ate the Proceeds of the sales of the Pullii"l
out the delects of the laws, which experi-| Lands, and to graut Pre-emption rights,”
ence has proven to exist—and to suggest |a payment became due to North-Carolina |
suich amendments and epactments as|atthe Public I'reasury,on the Ist July last,
the good of the community may re- On24th June preceding. a communication
quire. fromthe | reasury Departmentwasaddressed |

Such is the interesting oecasion, fellow-|to this Department, requesting that an A-|
citizens, which brings us together; and, in|gent should be designated to receive the
the name of our common constituents, | payment. | forthwithappointed Crarres
cordially greet you, and tender you my|L. Hixron, Esq. Public Tressurer, the
hearty co-operation in the adoption and ex- | Agentof this State, to receive the pay-
ecution of all measures that may redound | ment; who proceeded to Washington for

to the welfare of the community.

Since the last meeting of your Honorable
body, although portions of our Slate have
been visited with affliction, and with phy-
sical causes, destructive to the hopes and la-
bors of the hushandman—yet the general
health of the land, and the bounteous pro-
ductiona of the soil, have been such as Lo
elicit the most profound gratitude 1 wards
that Author. from whom all blessings flow,
and towhose superintendiing Providence we
are indebted for all we are, and for all we
hope to br. And itisonr n-p--.--inl dnty, as
it is that of every Department of every A-
merican Government, earnestly 1o solicit a
continuance of those peeuliar favors, which
have rendered the American peaple the
blessed of the earth.

Within the same period, an event has ta-
ken place, in the death of our lite lamen
ted Chiel Magistrate, which, while a grate-
ful people have mourned their hereave-
ment, and a suffering enuntry lelt the af
fliction, yet has it proven the fore-ight of
our Revaolutionary sages, in the adoption
of our Constitution, and has tested its wis
dom and stahilitv. A similar eventy, in
most other eountries, would have been fol-
lowed by a resort to foree, or, at least, 1o
c-xlraurcjin:ary legislation, to establish the
sueccession. With us, the successor, al
ready indicated by the prople themselves,
ghdes into the Chief Magistracy, with an
ease antl tl!li!‘l on his part, and an acquivs
ence on ours, that proves, how fortunale
it is for the human family, when, in the
establishment of thewr forms of Govern-
ment, they select Wisdom, instead ol Am-
bition, for their counsellor.  And, it is to
be fondly hoped, that every luture test,
like this, will assure the friends of our form
of Government. of its strengih, and its en-
emies, how delusive the hope of its des-
truetion.

The result of the late Treaty with Great
Britain, gives us pleasing prospects of con-
tinued peace; and, however widely some of
us may differ from the President, as 10 the
manner in which he has discharged a por
tion of his duties, yet the meed of praise 1«
due to him, for his earnest and successful
efforts, sustained and carried through by
the eminent abilities of his distinguish-
ed Secretary, 1o adjust our Jilliculties with
that Power upon principles of Honor and
of Justice. Nor is it to believed, that 1h
good, arising {rom his adjustment, will be
confined to the parties immediately con-
cerned. The noble example, set by two
of the most powerful, intelligent and hono
r;hlc nations of the earth, in adjusting their
difficulties, by a resort to argument, in-
tead of arms, will be worthy the imitation

[that purpose, but the amount was not then
{ prid, for the reason, as il was alleged, that
“the net amount lor disiribution had not
[then been ascertained. On the 4th No |
vember, the acting Secretary of the United |
I'States, informed me that tie acecounts had
been ;ulju.-lt:d, and the sum of $22.917 97
was found due this State, of which the
Treasurer was inlorimed, and he forthwith
|r quested the l)--‘;:n"rll(:nl at Washingron
to torward him a Dreaft for the amount
Fhis Dralt is daily expeeted. It becomes.
your duty to apply this fuad 1o sueh pur
‘puse as your wisdom way suggest.
The Raleigh and Gaston Ri:il-road Com
| pany availed themselves of the Aet of the!
pusL dession, enbitled—++An Aet to secure
|the State againstany and every hability,
ineurred lor tne Raleigh & Gaston Rail road
Company, and for e retiel of the sime, ™
—by accepling the beuelit ol the Act, and
giving the Executive notice of the aceep-
(tance within the time therein prescribed.
The Deed of Mortgage, and Deed of Pledge
|r. quiaccl by said Act, have been duly exe-
cuted aud regisiered, and Bonds, 10 the!
amount ol 500,000 conditioned as requi- |
red, Lave been executed and delivered 1o
{the I'reasurer, signed Ily uhlignrs. whom
I believed at the time, to be able 1o pay
tand satisfly said Bonds. The ‘I'reasurer
‘endorsed $300,000 of the Bonds of said
company, as directed by said Aet tu do.
fand delivered them to the ['l':~n1|'nzm_\'; and
having heretofore, under a former Act, en-
dorsed $500,000, the State stands resHon-
{sible for the Company, now, to the smount
{of $800,000. As yet, | am not aware
|that the Treasurer has been required 1o
|pay any thing for any respousihility, in-
{eurred by the State tor this l.l'll'IJlJF-’il-lnll.
At the saine Session, an acl, somewhal
similar, entitled ““An Act for ihe relief of
the Wilmington and Raleigh Rail road
Company,” was passed. That Company
availed itself of the benefit of the Aet, hy
fully complying wilh its requirements, in
giving the security, aud their Bonds, to
the amount of $300,000, have been endor-
sed by the Treasarer, as by said Act he was
directed 1o do. | am not aware that any
demand has been made upon the Treasury
for any liability incurred for this Cump:;
ny; and I am informed that the Company
has discharged $50,000 of said honds as re-
quired by the Act. Bestdes the intorest
which the State should feel from pride an¢
from utility, in the success of these 1wo
noble enterprises, there is an additional n-
erest, which invites your serious attention.
For the first of these Roads, we have seen
that the Slatle is bound as security fo

$800,000-~for the latter, she is bound as

===z = )

security now for $230,000, besides beinga| which are required to he paid, it will be
Stockholder in the same to the amound of | seen

2600.000. The first, and most important
consideration then, is—How the Ruowls
can be enabled to meet their liabilities, and
thereby secure the State. The embary as-
ment of the country has been, for some
time past, and is likely to be for some tinne
lo come, so extraordinary, that travel, the
most profitable source of revenue to Ruil-

roads, has decreased exceedingly, and the

The West-rn poriion of the State. come
» that it is not probable, nor indeed it priting what may be termed the Mountain
is necessary, that there should be in the Couutos, isa vastly interesting r- gion, and
UPreasury at all 1imes, an amount sufficient invites yonr dae ru-.gud. To make them
to m-e these contingences, which. itis to mor- interesting, we only have to make
he hoped, will never happen. Yer. as them moie accessible.  ‘The sublimity and
they may happen, and as the plelge of the brauty of irs Moumain Scenery. the purl-ly
State must he kept under all eirenmstin- ol its waters, the buoyancy & salubrity of its
ces, inviolate, and i1s faith -ustained | ree 'atmosphere, the fertility of its valleys, the
ommend that the P'reasurer have authority  verdure of is monntains, and, above all its
to horrow from our Banks. a sum not ex- energetic, intelligent and ho:cpilableinhabi-

produetions of industry are so low, and the| ceeding. a! any one time, the amount tants, make it an inviling porti-n of the
profits of merchandise so reducerd, that the|which the State may he required 1o piy State.  The face ol the ¢ untry necessar
income from heavy transportation hasgreat- | hetween the sessions of the Legislature,

l'\_-' diminished.

il
makes the construction of Roads very diﬁv-

No doubt is enteriamed|and that these louns be contracted only as|eult and expensive, and the sparseness of the

hut that both Roads would speedily extri | the demands are made. and afier the funds population in many places, forbids the im-

cate themselves from debt, and make their | helouging to the Treasury are exhausted

stock profitable, could they have full em
ployment.

position of a duty so onerous upon them.

By a Resolution of the last Legislature, | These Mountiin Roads are made at an ex-

Any aet of legislation, that can | the Treasurer was dirceted to borrow from | pense, mueh less Lhan mighl be snpposed;

aid them, in procuring additional employ-|the Literary and interaal Improvement and, when well made, are very firm and

ment, without incuriing additional respon | Funds, such sums as night be neecessury to esily keptin repair.

defray the expenses of the State, until the |

l

sibility on the part of the State, will cer-|
‘ainly be wise and prudent ,
It is more than probable that application |
will be made to charter a Company to con- |
struet a Rail-road from some point on the
Raleign and Gaston Rait-road, to Weldon, |
the point where the Portsmouth and Roan
oke, and Wilmiagton and Raleigh le-:
roads meet: thus connecting, by a continu
ous Rail-road, our seat of Government with
onr own excellent Port of Wilmington, on
the one hand, and with one of the best sea-
ports in the world, on the other. No valil
ohjection to granting this charter is percei
ved, while there is much to sustain its pro
priety. Thedistance isshort, some fifteen
miles, the ground is favorable, and the usu-

peased with, by the use ol those belonging
to the Roads, so grestly iuterested in this
connection. Besides 1the advantage of
transferring heavy articles and such as are
inconvenient to handle, directly from the

Ral:igh, and viee versa, it will eheapen and
quicken transportation bycompetition,shor-

ten the route by Ruil-road to Wilminglon,
and give us the meuns of offering our pro
duets in the rival markets of Petersburg, |
Norfolk, and Wilmington, within a few
hours alter leaving the City of Ruleigh. |
The next inquiry is, by what means the
vast produetions of the fertile West can be
made to travel Eastward, and reap the ad-
vantages of these Rail-road facilities.
From personal observation, | have found
the Reads, leading from Raleigh Westward,
for the distance of fifty or sixty miles, and
those passing over similar Geological for-
mations, which range from North-East to|
Sonth West, across the whole State, separ-
ating the rich valley of the Yadkin from

| pressive.

'tinn?

Fayetteville, dm}idc:ll}' the worst in Lin:i
St.te. Thus, we find the productions of this

range, often seeking a market mueh more
distant than our own, beeause more easy

i nf access; the towns of Cheraw, Camden,

Cclumbia, and in the far West, Augnsia,
and Chorleston, are much more [amiliarly
known than even Fayetteville or Raleigh:
much less, those Towns [arther Eustward;
and this grows out of the impracticability,
in a great’degree, of passing over onr Roads,
with heavy burdens at that season of the
year, most convenient to take our producis
to market. The remedy for these evils, is

believed to be in good Turnpikes—improve- |

ments more within our means, and there
{ore more likely to be made, and answering
every desirable purpose. | therefore rec-
ommend, that a Charter be granted, to
make a Turnpike Road, iom the City of
l{lh‘igll, o some !J{Iill.'l Westward, selected
with a view to its ultimate continuance to
the exireme West, requiring the Corpora-
tion to commence operations at Raleigh,
and 1o finish speeified sections of the Road

within speeihed periods, and making it lor-|

feir its charter as 1o all thar part of the con-
templated Road, which is not finished with-

in the time preseribed, but granting the|

privilege to charge Tolls on all such parts
as are completed, having a due regard 10
the citizens of the counties, through which
the road may pass, so that they shall noi

he harassed by unnecessary exactions on |

those parts of the Road, lving in the Coun
ties where they reside. Such a Charier
would hold out inducements to capilalists,
to embark in the enterprise, as they could
abandon it, whenever they found it was
likely to be injudicious, and yet retain
what they had finished. Should this Roadl
be continued to Waynesboro’, which might
be dune at comparatively small expense.
the Farmer would have the choice ol mar
kets, of Wilmington by the Railroad, or,
Newhern by the river Neuvse. This
| urnpike, itis confidently hel_ieved, would
4id greatly to sustain the Rail-roads, and,
at the same lime, give to industry facilities,
to which it is now a siranger.

In conunection with these Roads, I will
sgain invite your attention to the facility
with which the State can be called upon
ior payment. If either of these Compa-
iies snall fail **to pay the principal and 1n-
erest as it acerues, the Public Treasurer
is authorized to pay the same, out of anv
noney in the Treasury at the time,” and
for this the faith of the State is pledged
3y reference to the amount of semi-annual

1st Nov. 1842 —<he, at no time, borrow-
icg more than is required for the time be

ing,'” and the officers, bavirg charge of
these Funds, were directed thoas 1o loan
them.— 'he mmeonvenienes of this plan,
to supply the wants of tne Treasury, is ex-
perienced in this: A large amount of these
tunds have 10 lie idle in the Treasury, to
be ready when the Treasurer may wish to
horrow.——he Boards, having charge of
the funds, are therehy restrained frem seek-
ing for them permanent invesumenis, and
the profits. which vught to arise Irom so
large an amount, is greatly diminished, as
it is not presumed, the Legislature con

e uplated pay illg inlerest on any mure than
was aclually vsed.

As these Liabilities of the Treasury are to
continue for years o enme, it 18 the part ol
prudence 1o make provision to meet then
promptly, no maiter now sudden and unex
pected the call.

I would re<peetfully invite your atten-
tion to the Public Highways generally. ln
the Kastern section of the S:ate, the varje-
ty ol avigahle sonnids rivers und sireama.

(#uu the excelleny adaptation of the face of

the Country to good Rowls, render Legis
lative negligence on these subjects, less op-
But from Fayetteville, the
highest point of good Navigation Wesi
ward, (and the only navig:nllbn in our own
State, in that direction, excepting the
slight batteau Navigation of the Dan, as
high as the County of Rockingham,) to the
Buncombe Turnpike, a distance of some
two hundred and fifty or three hundred
miles, what navigable Stream, Rail road.
Turnpike, or MeAdamized highway,
gives o the laborer facihties of trausporta-
None!—literally, none! This vast
exitent of lerntory, reaching from th.
Blue Ridge in the West, to the alluvial re-
gion in the East, and extending across the
whole State, it is believed, will compare
with any sput upon the globe, fur the fer-
tlity of its soil, the variery of its produe-
tions, the silubiny of 1ts climate, the bean-
ty of its landscapes, the richness of is
Mines, the facilities for manufaetures, and
the intelliginee and moral worth of its pop:
ulstion. Cananother such Tertitory, con-
bining all these advantages, be found upon
the fice ol he whole Ga. th, so wholly des-
Litute ol natural artifictal facihties lor
I'ransportation?

| dircct your attention to the wants of
this portion of the State —it 18 the busin: sy
of xpur wisdom to supply them. Fayette-
vitle “eems naturally to tavite the com-
merce ol the West,  Her river atfords as
good and durable navigation at most rivers
in the South; ner expuriing Port of Wil-
mington, superior to those of Petersburg,
Richmond, and many olher important
Town=<; and the wisdom ol a previon Leg
islature, thonght the necessities of this re-
gion demanmded toe advantages which a
Railroad couid atfurd.  Tnis scheme hav-
g failed, 1tis believed, from the pressure
of the times, the next inquiry is—What

ur

ischeme, that is practicabie, will afford the

|desiied facilities?

Next to Navigation and Rai'roads, Turn-
prkes aford the best means ol taking pro-
duce to marcet. | therchy rocommend
that a Charter be granted to make a Turn-
pike from Fayertevilie o the Yadkin river,
al some poirt above the Narrows, or, If
deemed most expedient, 10 some point on
a similar road, leading

|
]

l

The rapid descent
in the Streams forbids much hope [rom
Nil\'lg‘llinn. antly therefore. renders thewr
claim upon the liberality of the Legislature,
to aid them in “hese Roads more just and
meritorions.—When goord Roads shall be
established in that region, it is believed
the population will inerease with rapidity,
Agriculture improve, grazing will be exten-
ded, and Manulactures and the mechanic
Arts will flourish ina location, combining
0 muny advantages, and inviting their
growih  The improved Highways will
be additional inducements to the citizens
af other sections of our State, to abandon
th iru=ual Northen Tours, or visit to the
Virginia Watering places, for a tour much
more interesting among our own Moun-
tains, much eheaper and much more beau-
iful —a Tour in which they will inspire
health in every breith, and drink in health
at eviry dranght.  The lirge amount of
money paid, and to be paid. into the Pub-
lie Treasury, from thay quarter, for vacant
il Cherokee Lands, would seem to give
sironger claims 10 aid from the Treasury.

t is. therefore respeetlully reeommended,
thai you give to that section of the State,
such aid, as in your wisdum its condition
may require, and the condition of the Pub-
lie T'reasury may justify.

The Buncombe Turnpike, in which the
State is a stockholder, shows the great ad-
vantages ari-ing from such improvements,
and its profits, of iwelve to fiftcen per cent
p}»r annum, prove the great use that is marle
of i1,

There is another inconvenience to which
this section of the State labors, and to
which | deem it proper to call your atten-
tion. —1'his extensive Territory is wholly
destitute ol Bunking facilities, although it
i+ 8o large, that the County, which once
cmbraced nearly the wholeof it, was fre-
quently dignified with the sppellation of
a State. When i1 is recollected, the large
amount that is due to the Siate, for the sale
of t herokee lands, it becomes a matter of
publie interest, that the debtors, who re-
side mostly in that quarter, should have a
currencv anong them in which to make
paymenl.

Turning our attention to the Eas'ern
part ol the State, two impro\'ﬂ'ﬂﬂl‘l‘l!, said
1o be practicable, assume an importance
that render< them National in their charac-
ter. L allude to the opening of the Roa-
noke Inlet. and connection of Pamlieo
Sound, by a Ship Channel, with Beaufort
Harbor.  Frequent surveys of the first of
these proposed improvements, made by
able an'l scientific Engineers; and, more
paiticularly, one lately made under the au-
thority of this State, bv Maj WavLreEr
(Gwy~N, whose qualifications, endorsed by
the tseneral Government, are equalled on-
ly by his practieal skill, establish the feu_i-
bility of this work. The advantages ari-
sing from this improvement to our Com-
merce, are too obvious to need poiming
out.  Bul the view to be taken of its vast
importanee, is, in the protection it will af-
ford to our shipping. and the lives of our
seamen. The diffieulty and dangers often
encountered a1 Ocracoke Inlet, render the
connection hetween Pamlico Sound and
Braufort Harvor of vas' importance to the
convenience and security of our Commerce
and Shipping. 1t will be an extension of
that inland navigation, so essential 10 us,
in time of war, and give access 10 one of the
safest harbors on our coas: and one from

from Rul-igh, | which a Vess| ran he qui-ker at =ea, than

Westward, thus giving the West the ad-!from any other, pcrllaps, on the Contin-
vantsges of both Murkers; with sueh faveo-|ent.  In these improvements, the (‘om-
rable conditions in the Charter, as hereto- | meree of the nation is interested; it be-
fore suggested, that Capitalisis will be in- ' comes the duty of the nation to make them,
duced to embark in the enterprise.  And, |if they he practicable and proper. 11here-
surely, this scheme cannotfail for the want | fore recommend, that you bring the atten-
of means, Libor will be an excellent sub- | 1ion of Congress to the suhject, ip the man-
stitute for mouney, aud labor cannor be ¢if-|ner most hikely 10 cffeer the object. The
ficult 1o obtain, in a region, now growing aitention of Congress has been _repealed|y
{ otton at six cts. per Ib. Corn at one Dollar drawn to the first of these ohjects, but
per bbhl and W hest so low, that it takes one ' nothing is yet done, We should as<ert a
hall to trausport the otuer 1o Markct |continual elaim to our right, to have this
Should this Road ever reach the Yadkin,  work effi cted by the General Government.
no doubt is entertained of its continuance | It is beyvond the present ability of the

interest, and annual payments of principal

acrnss the Cstawba, westward—thus giv-|Siale 10 execute it, and 1if it were not, 1t so
ing o this Road. the advanrag: s which will

arise from the pavigaion of these 1wo no- ermment to execuie Iy

ble rivers, from the Falls on the Southern
horder of the State, now wholly obsirue-
ting their navigation for a great distance
towards their sources.

longs 1o the General Gov-
it, that it might be
considered an intringement of its rights,
for the Staie to attempt it. Yog wouid be
saved the trouble of this appeal, if the na-
tion could witness one of those storws 50

appr lprialt‘ly he




