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LINES,
Writ'en in a pensive mond.
Ye gay illusions, that inspired my soul:
Ye fond ideas, that bewitehed my mind;
Why have you lost your lorm: r blest con-
trol?
Where shall this fainting frame thy influ
ence find?
1.ife 10 my langnid heart retains nn jov,
But all this world appears a harren wild,
A trifling bauhle, or an e npty toy,
Formed to amuse an artless pratihog child:
The eommon rastic Lathing for nis bread,
And by his daily labor earning food,
Is happier far than him by dainties fed,
On whom soft sensibilities intrude;
Not long emerg’d from childhood’s happy
slale,
Not long elaps’d that seison of delight;
Yet sick’ning fancy paints the frowns of
fute
And pictures future years a darksome
night. ”
But why should fancy sicken at the view
And ever image héavy clouds of woe?
Fortune ne’er heard me for her favors sue,
For, fortune never yet appeared my foe:
No, tis not for mysell | heave the sigh,
No, tis not for mysell | start the tear;
Tis for mankind, who on a thread rely,
Yet live uubias’d by a single lear:
Yon playful infant, who, with sportive
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[day, they are as follows.

smile,

Heeds not the storms nor feels the cares of |

lifey
Poor helpless wretch, he little thinks of
guiley
Nor future tempests ofheart-breaking strife
I once, like him, conld sport, could smile
and play,
Nor knew a care nor fel a single grief;
My life was then as joeund as the May,
And all my joys were creatures of beliel.
Oh! how myv heart in sorrow bleeds for
thee,
How | compassionate thine helpless ease;
Could but those sorrows, that afflicted me,
Prevent a tear from flowing dowa thy
fuce:
I'd warn thee of the friilties of my yonth,
And every rock ‘gaiust which my bark
had struck;
Of dark d ‘signs. beneath the mask of 1euth;
And baseness lurking in an honest look.
But ah! the beacon does not always guard,
The ecavtions mariner; hy temp sis hurl'd;
Nor do the precepts of the pensive bard
Preserve the stripling from a eral*y worll.
Have we not all, however few our years,
Beheld our friends, like autumn leaves de-
c:ly?
Have we not all in sable and in tears
Follow’d the coffin o’er the church-yard
way?
Ah! poor humanity! | pitv 1hee,
Bu pity cannnot check the teirs that flow;
Oi! could we soothe the sorrows that we
sve,
Mis‘ly would raise her eye and cheerful
gl'ﬂ\\'.
Yet there are transient hours in which we
feel
The thrills of pleasure and the charms of
|0\f(3;
For heaury’s smile ean all our sorrows heal,
And yield a uncture of the joy’s above.
Muchare the hours that fiv on golden wings,
ben ’s converse cheers my droop-
ing heart;
e the joys my charmer ever brings,
she like magic ever can impar:
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17th Year Locusts —It is said there
:";'“ be dense swarms of locusts this year
h”"“ﬂhuul all parts of the country. It has
€en 17 yearssince they inundated the

land, and ev i
ery 17 years they pay us a vis-
W—Madisonian. i
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"tion. if not mysell nominated by sard con-

(the Siates, a protective tariff, and a nation

THE PRESIDENCY.
The Indiana Siate Sentinel contains let !
& bars feons Meases. Calvoon. Yakisii Ciisk: [s1ons, carefully avoiding any enlargemen

Buchanan, and Van Buren, in reply t
certain questions propounded to them hy
the Indiana Democratic Convention, 1éuch-

ing the prominent political topics of the

REPLY OF MR. CALHOUN.
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States by Congress, | have always consid |and respeet, 1 am, truly dnd sineerely.
|ered unconsiitdtional and inexpedient— | your obe lient servant,

having given my vote agdinst it in 1811 RH. M. JOHNSON.
and at each successive pre<entation of the| Me«srs. B han A. Brown, John Law, Na-
suhject since; up to the period of the 4th| hagiel West, Jehn Petiit, Jesse D
of March, 1841, when | retired from th: Bright, and A, C. Pepper, Committee.
public serviee of the United States. in ae ' o .
cordunce with the will of the people. |
h:u_hr-vn my constant practice and my dis
i;m-:tum. to construé with sinctness the
| powers delegated 10 the Federal Govern-
ment, and to confine my action within the
| plain meaning of its constitutional provi-

REPLY OF MR CASS.

Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 8, 1R48.

GesrrLeMen: Your letter enclosing the
resolutions of the Democratic (onvention
ol the State of Indiana, was addressed 10
me at Washington, bat did not 1each that
_ Notwithstanding the pro | city ull alier | had left there. 1t was then
tracted investigations and elsborated dis- | forwardel 10 me at 1his place; and, in
cus<ions of this annoying question, I am|consequence of haviag stopped upon the
conlirmeéd in my first opmion, that Con- | route, considerable delay has oceurred in
gress hus no power, constitutionally, lo|its receipt. | make ikis explanation to ac
charter a bank of the United States +wau-| count for that delay.
thorized to issue bills of eredit for banking| 1 shall now proceed to answer the dues
purposes, or Lo regulate exchanges.” | tions proposed by the convention, briefly,

The Federal Constitution contains no|but frankly; satisfied it will be more agree

uf s authority.

Weashington, Junuary 26, 1843
GenTLEMEN: | have been honored by
vour note of the Loth instant, covering Ia'
copy of the resolutions adopted by a con-
veation of the Democratic party of thy
State of lndiana. held at Imli;m'-pulis an
the 9 h instant, requesting my views in re-
ference to the different questions therein
proposed to the individuals of the parny
who have been named as candi lates for th
Presidency and Vice Presidency. 1 bavs
embraced the earliest opportunity which
my other engagements permitted, o com-
ply with your request.
In answer 1o the first question, in whiel,
I am desired to state whether | am in favos
ofy or opposed to, the chartering ol a na
tional bank, or any other national instiy
lion, by whatever name it may be called,
authorized to 1ssue bill~ ol eredit tor bank
i purposes, or to regulate exchanges,—
with my views of the constitutionality and
expediency of sueh an institution? —) re
ply, I am opposed to a national institution,
be its nacie what it may; authorized 0 is.
sue bills of credit for banking puiposes, or
1o regulate exchanges; both on the ground
of expediency and coostitutionality. My
reasons for both, in reference to a national
bank, have been so fully stated in the vari-
ous discussions on the subject, since the
stoppage of pavments in 1837, thut it i8 not
tleemed necessary to repeat them on this
occasion, as they must be well known to
the community. Astoa bank, or an in-
stitution of any kind 1o regulate exchan-
g#s, | hold that the objections to the expe-
diency or constitutionality of a bank of is-
sue are applicable to any such institution. |
To the three next questions—whether |
am in favor of, or opposed to, the distribn
tion of the proceeds of the publie lands
among the several stats o' the Union?
whether 1 am in favor of. oroepposed 1o, |
a protective tariff? and. alsn, 10 an amend
ment of the Constitution of 1h Uesited |

I States, still further Liminiog the vive puw-

er?—1 answer, | am oppu-ed 10 vaen; & for
my reasons. refer to my speeches delivered
recently in the Senate on licse subjects,

decision ol s nalional

{eonvention of the Demorratie party, 1n the

seleetion of a eandidate fur the Presidency &
and whether 1 will give my support and
influence to the nominee ol sail conven

vention? This question seemns 1o assume
that 1 am a candidate, soliviiing the office
of President, and determining, by my in-
thividual jll:lgr‘neul. the proper measures to
be adepted 1o secure it. 115 noi the Light
in which 1 regard mysell, or desire to be,
regiarded by the |ml||i1:. ;\|_\' name has!
heen presented for that high office by no
agency or solicitation of mine; and it be-
longs to the friends who preler me, and
have presented my name to the people, 10
deeiile on the course proper to he adopred,
in reference to this question. | have, how-
vver, no reason to doubt but that they will
cheerlully abide by the decision of a con-
vention, lairly called, and [iirly constitu
ted; that would allow ample time for the
fuil development of publie opinion, and
would represent fully, equally, and fairly,
the voier of the majority of the pariy.

With great respeet, | am, &e.

J. C. CALHOUN.

Hon. Ethan A. Brown, John Law, Na-

thaniel West, John Pettin, Jesse D

Bright, and A. C. Pepper, E-quires,

commiitee.
L - »

REPLY OF MR. JOHNSON.

Frankfort, Ky.. Feb. 6. 1543

GenTLEMEN: Your letter of the 10th
January was duly received. It gives me
pleasur'e to make known my views upon
any political subject connected wiih the of
fice of President of the Unied Siates.
The resolutions enclosed, of the D-moratis
State convention of Indiana, embrace th
bank of the United States, the distribution
of the proceeds of the public lands among

al convention, | will answer in the or-
der in which you have presented your in-
quiries.

~pecific grant of power to raise money to|able to yourselves, and your colleagues of
he disiributed among the States. | fonk |the convention, that | should bé led into
upon the act of Congress relative to this|tedious dissertations.
subject as a dangerous precedent, and inj- With résp-ct to a national bank, | have
rous in j's conscquences.  IL is ungues. | Lo remars that | have always enteriained
(tonably a direct interference with the in-|doubis of the power of Congress 1o chart-
ernal policy and domestic concerns of the|er such an institation. The indiréet pro
States. [ the Federal Government has!cess by which this power is deduced from
the right to use a financial power for muni |# very geaeral provision of that insirument,
ficence, it surely possesses the power 10 ¢X | has niever hren satislactory to me. HBuw
terminale evils which, in the ul)iqi-m r.|'! there 1% the le-s necessily for enlering mory
Longress, may exist in the several States. [in detail mio the constitntional guestion. a-
Phis power would tend to consolidation. |1t seems to me the public voice haa pro-
nd degrade and impair the sovereigniy of | nounced nself, and jnstly, agaust the in-
he States, by producing a 1It'p|:ndem:;: in | corporation of any national bank by Con-
them upon the i’e{lrral Government for the | gress. No such ins itution si.ould, in m)
revenue necessary for their existence. The| upinion, be established.
power vesled in Congress to lay and col- In answer to the second guestion, which
leet taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, | relates 1o the distribuiion of the proceeds
must he understood as limited by the ob [of the public lands among the several
jects which are enumerated in the same|Statés, | reply. that | think no such distri-
senience—**to pay the debts, and provide | bution should be made. I will state, in a
lor the common defenee and general wel | few words, the grourd of this opinion
lare of the States.”” A revenné raised i'ur! The necessary revinue for the support of
any other purpuse than one which applies|the Goverhment of the United States must
equally to all the States, would transcend come from the people; and it must be sup-
the true boundary of the constitution. Im-|plied by direct or indirect taxstion, or
posts, which operate as burdens upon one|by the sale of public property. The
seclion of the nation, and as bounties 10 an- | general sentiment is opposed to direct tax-
other, would violate the spirit of the m,,-'arizm by the General Government, in time
siitution. | am in favor of raising by ¢|u-Jul' prace; and, of course, there are left but
ties on importaiions as much money as may | the other two sources of supply to meet
be adequate, when added to the sales of the | its expenses.  Their proceeds must consti-
public lands, to pay the entire expenses of | lute the revenue of the counltry; and, if one
the Federal Government, economically ad-| ol them is abstracted or diminished, an ad-
ministered, and no more. In fixing such a{ditional burden is thrown upon the other
tariff, 1 think 1t good policy, and eonsi-tent W hatever sum the necessary expenses of
with an equitable consideration for every | the Government may require, il the pro.
interest, that due regard should be had to | ceeds of the public lands make no part of
such agricultural commodities and produe-|it, the whole must be rai~ed by taxaiion.
tions and manufaetured articles as can be| If they make part ol 1t, then the amount of
fabricated in abundance and perfection, and [ taxation is dimimshed by the sum supplied
which are of essential and general use. hy these proceeds. It follows that any
Tuxes collected indirectiy by commeree | proposition to divert the proceeds of these
are lesst felt, and most cheerfully paid;|lands from the support of the Government
aud il they can be so regulated as 1\,—u\;..|y,.i 15, tn fact, but a proposition to lay taxes
greal national resources, and rear up skilful upon the people.  If a permancnt annual
artificers and manufacturers, the p-.lrun’_‘} tevenue of enghteen millions of dollars is
bope wonld be consummated. It 1s
true Demnocratio doctrine, as far as | un

lol the Government, aud il iwo milhons of

The fifth aud last question is, whether | derstand it, to give this incidental protec- | these are produced by the wale= of the pub

. . . |
the | biecrsadi ) lor an econviieca: ddminis'ralion |

tion to agriculture and manufactures, anid
thus gi e universal satisiaction to all libe-
ral-minded men, by extending a general
advantage, equally regarding every inte-
rest and every section of this great extend-
ed confederacy. If | know myself. 1 am
raually the friend of all, and the enemy ol
noue: and as far as | have mp.u'n!\" 1o
Judge, | have, and ever shall act l;p(:lfll.is
great prineciple of equal devotion to every
section and every iuterest of our cormmon
counltry.

I'he Constitution of the United States)
wiis brought mnte being ata time and under

‘circumstances peculiarly adapted 10 ensure

the greatest wisdom in the enactment uf
lnws, and impartiality in the administra- |
tion of them. "T'he Senate and House of
Representatives —the one representing the |

Lie lunds, let the suuree of 1his supply be

[Statis 2 drength never cdntemplated h¢
the Ameridan pr Dple, and irrecdncilable
with ot constitutional organization; and
that it would lead 10 a Hahil of dependence
on the part of the States, by which thei
cficiency to resist any enctoachments of
the General Goveriment would he paraly-
zed. W ithout pushing these considern-
tions lurther. 1 ronclude this branch of the
snbject hy repeating, that, in my opinion,
no distiibution of the proccéds of the pub-
lie lands sholild be made

The subjject of a protecrive tariff has been
83 long and ably discussed, that it would be
useless for me to db moré than 1o give yod
the result of my views. | think, then that
Lhe revenue of the Government ought to
be Lrought down to the lowest point com-
patible with the performance of its consti-
tutional lunetions; and that in the imposi-
tion of du'ies neet ssary, with the proceeds
of the public lands; to provide this reven-
ue, incidental protection should be afforded
to such branches of Amervican indusiry as
may requiré 1. This appears to me not
only eonstitutional, but called for by the
great intere<'s of the codvntryy and ifa pro-
tective 1anff; upon this principle, were
wisely and moderately establishvd, and
then lefi to its own operation, so that the
commutiity ¢ould ealculite upon its reasori-
ahle tduration, and thus avoid ruinous fluc-
‘uations, we might look for as grneral ac-
quieséence in the arrangement. as we can
«ver expect in questions of this complicas
ted kind, when local feelings have been en-
listed, which a prodent Legislature must
condult, more of lcagwnd endeavor to ree-
vneile. o

A proposition to amend the Constitution
of the United States i< dne which | should
alwavs receive with great caution. Theréd
18 already inour country oo grest a dispo-
sition 19 seek, in changes of the laws and
constitutions, remedies for evils to which
all societies are more or less liable; instead
of leaving thém to find their own cure id
the operation uf the ordinary causes which
act upon cumrmunities. It is often better
to suffer s partial inconvénience than rash-
ly 10 alter the fundamental principles of 4
political system. Stability is better than
change, when change is not decidedly ecal-
led for. 1 am not aware that the exercise
of the velo power has, for many yedrs, pro:
duted any injury to the public serviee: ua
the cotitrary, | think in those cases whert
it has been recently interposed, it has been
properly applied, and that its action has
been approved by a great majority of the
people. 1 see, ther«fore, no practical evil
which demands, in this respect, a change
in the Constitution of the United States.
Should cases of tha! nature occur, it will
then be time to seek the proper remedy.

Your last questions regard the obligs-
tions which tiie nomiration of a national
Democtatic convention shotlld impose upon
thuse persons whose names have been
hrought forward in connexion with the
| Presideney of the United States. In the
sumimer of 1841, in answer to dn applicas
tion from a committee appointed by a De=
moeratic meeting in the eity of Philadel.
phia, | s'ated my determination not to suf=

diveried 10 some other object, and ithe-e ler my name 1o be used in this matter, un=
two mllions must be |)l"ﬂr’ld£l] ];) the 1m- : le~s nominated h_\ the hations)! Demotbratie

position of texes. Al thisis o clear 10
necd further allustration. A proposilion,
then, todistribute the proceeds of the pub-
hie Lunids among the several States, is, in el-
fert, buta proposition 1o inerease the taxa-
tion ol the people of the United States,
through the medium of the General Gov-
eqnment, tn order that the amount. thus
inereased, may be paid inte the 1reasuries
ol the respective States. To me, it ap-
peurs perfectly clear, that, whatever may
be the annoal sum producsd by the sale of
lands, that sum is a pa:t of the revenve of
the countr, ; and that it is just as eompe-
tent for Congress to take any other 1wo
millivns (supposing that to be the amount)

| eur.

sovereignty, and the other the people of from the publie treasury, and divide them
the several States—are checks upon each among the States, as to select lor that pur-
other; and to make a law, both must con-| prse the dollars actually produced by the
The President has a check upon land sales,  lLseems to me that such a
'both, 88 the representative of 1he sove |Course of action would be injurious in prac-

reignty of the whole people of the sever.l
States, uninfluenced by sectional feelings
or local interests. My opinion is, that the
qualified veto which the President possess-
ey in legislation, is beneficial and conserva
tive; and | am opposed to an “amendment
ol the Constitution uf the United Siales,
stll further limiting the veto power.”

I will abide by the decision of *a nation-
al convention of the Demoeratic party, in
the selection of a candidate for the Presi-
deney of the United Siates,"” and will give
my support and influence to the election of
the nominee of said convention, if noi my-
sell nominated by said convention.

The Democratie convention of the Stare
f Kentueky, on the 9th ultimo, nominated
ind recommended me as the candidate oy
he Presidency in 1844; and, among othes
hings, put forth my political principles,
:mbracing the enquiries made by you. lu
wddition to this responsive letter, | refe:
0 that address as containinga correct view
f my sentiments upon Lhese and other sub
jects.

tice. dungerous i prineiple, and withoul
wartant in the Constitution of the Untted
States. T'he theory ol our pohitieal ivsii-
tutious is famihar 10 usall.  T'he Govern

ment of the Confed: ration, and the Gov

ernments ol all the conlederaied Stites,
have their respeciive rights and duties
clearly defined; and eacl, withiu its proper
spheie, 15 independent of the others; each
raises and expends its revenue, and per-
forms all the necessary functions of a sov-
ervign State.  Whet right has one to in

teriere with another, unless in ciases mark

ed out by the Constitmion vsclf? IFf the
General Government can provide a reve

nue for the respective States, aml does pro-
vide une, it is clear that one greal distive-
tive fuature of our politcal sysiem will dis-
appear; and that the relitions beiweea the
Contelderation. as such, and the individual
Stiles compesing it, will be wholly ehang

«d.  Human sagacity cannot foreicll wha
would be the entire result of this state of
things; but it i1s easy to predict that this

convention. To that declaration | yet ad-
here; and | add. in the terms of your ques-
non, that | shall give my support and influ-
ence 10 the nominee of that convention. 1
heg leave, however, to remark, as the sub-
|jeet has «xeited diseussion in respectable
quirters, that | am firmly impr:ssed with
ihe belief that no portion of the Democrat-
ic purty will weaken i1s strength. or hazard
the lavorable result we have a right to ex-
pect, by precipitating the period of the
meeting of the convention. The great ob=
jeet is a union of views, to prevent the ef-
{luris of 1he party from being rendered use-
less by divisions; snd this union is best at-
tained by that proress which shall best as-
certain the public will—the only legitimate
source of authority.  To effeet this, the res
presentatives al the canvention should come
from the people, snd should ssgemble to
cxeicise their functions in as short an inters
val belure the presidential election as may
be compatible with the preparatory ar-
rangenienis and investigations with such a
great ohject roquires.  The people should
have all the time possible to express their
latest will in the nomination of the candi-
date 10 be submined for their support.
Nothing can be gained, and much may be
lust, by undue haste. I may wear the
appearance ol disirusi of the people, or of
an unwillingness to leave their proper
cause in their own hands. There, howev-
er, it should be left till the last ressunable
moment; and then the convention will be
‘he lair exponents of the will of their con-

sitluents al the time the delegited trust is

to be exercised. | do not suffer mysell to

doubt but that these views will meet the

spprubstion of the great Demorratic party.

With grest respee’s gentlemen,
1 have thie honor to be,
Y our obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.
To Etban A. Brown, John Law, Nathan.

new application of the money power would

The charter of a bank of the United

With sentiments of high cqnsiderauuu

P

give t the Guverament ot the Ungited

ief West, John Pettit, Jesse D. Brighty
| and A C.Pepper, &quires,
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