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i  How was the moral and religious world |
{astounded when the certificate of the Rev. |man ©invited to such an enterlainment,
Dr. H. B. Baseom, which =0 recently ap-|io witness the gaming on which Mr. Clay
pearcd, was heralded forth by a licentious |staked his thousands,
press. endorsing the character of that man|doctor’s briel tenure of public station
w_huse name has been a by-word among!And vet the doctor Anetws thst Mr. Clay
his own brethren for yesrs pasl, carrying'did not gamble, or swear, or break the
along with it, not the faintest evidence of | Sahbath.
moralily and virtue, but, on the other hand, But the scene isshified. The intimate
associated by them with all the prevailing|land confidential intercourse of *‘tweniy
vices which characterize the worldly and | years and more,” closes in ten months;
the vicious man. but the “private one' is still maintained
We would for his sake—we would for|with so much fidelity that the reverend
the sake of that church of which he is a doector is enabled to +know,” and does
1hriglil and shining ornament—we would, ' know, and affirms that he does positively
as hiz brother, for the sake of that religion ' and unequivecally “know® that Mr. Clay
which he professes, and for the sake of thal | never swore nor broke the Sabbath, from
reputation which he has hitherto sustained ' 1he be ginning ol the “lweniy yearsor
mare,’’ up to the 20th day of July, 1844,
the date of his certificate. Now, unless
thence to the country is willing to admit that the re-
hrovgnt forth and reckoned aganst him !wrond gentleman is endowed with ubiqui-
But there s a dety, an bperative one, [y, that, by some supernatural agenecy, ne
which we owe 1o omselves, 1o cur chil-lis enabled to “know’ what Mr. Clay is
{dren, to onr church, our religion, and our|doing in \\'35l1]t|g1tln city at all hours ol the
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must shake. and from the discharge of|and on the Sahbath, when the reverend

which we must netither fulter nor depart, lgc-n',lmnan is some hundreds of miles dis- |

even when the name of the Rev. H. B |tant, they eertainly do not forfeit their
It is fresh inelaims t¢ common charity, when they
| the minds and remembrance ef the whale question very much whether the dootor

does »know’’ with as much cerlainty as he
professes ta affirm in his certificate or en-
dorzement, and justification of Mr. Clay’s
claims to that morality with which he is so
ready to invest him. But 10 proceed with
the doetor’s own history after the close of

le:';\ru s |I]rIN!-J'I| 1o us,

country, that s letter wos addressed by Dr. |
"1 . tioble to the Rev. H B. Bascom.
with the inguiry, <whether the charges
prelerrved agiinst the Hon Ilr-m'_\.- I It. of
being a Sabbath breaker, a profune swearer
vl gaomibiler, were correet or nul 5 Now'
mark the reply of the Rev. Mr. Bascom ta | his "]mhliu" lile and intercourse.
the charges: 1 have been iniatirate and lure of office abrubtly ceases, and he be-
confidential intercourse with the Hon.|comes an itinerant preacher, travelling
' through the lengith and breadth of 1he land,
and pever having an opporiunily ol prea-
ching to Mr. Clay, or touching at any
: v |pomnt where he passed his lime more than
to be wlterly and basely false. Mr. Clay once in several years, unlil he settled
dors not belong to the chureh, but in view down, and hecame connected with the eol
‘of the ordinary accredited principles of lege at Augusta, a town distant about 600
wood moral character, no charge ean be |[miles from ashington city, where Mr.
hrought against him without violating the Clay spent the greater portion of his time,
obligations of fruth and sound justice; and :nnrl about 100 miles f_rom Lexinglon, the
16 each und eoery charge in your letter, | | place of Mr Clay’s residence.
veturn for an answer, that I regard them, Under this state of the facts, we respect
one and all. shamelully unjust, beeause |fully prnpmnnl the question 1o the doctor,
net true either in whole or in purt.” how he could keep up an infercourse so
The revereml doctor sweeps the platter [inlimale and confidential, a1 these res-
— goes the whule lignre, wiithout exceptiua | peelive distances, as to “know,” and toas-
or res pvation; and, in this wholesale de-[sert to the world that he does ‘*know,”
nial, can arrogate to himself the credit at|that these charges are *‘hasely and utterly
least of going further and stronger in de- |[alse” *4in whole and in part, am! conse-
nying these charges, than any man of any |quently, to follow out the doctor’s most
decorous and Christian vocabulary, that he
who asserts the contrary *‘lies most foully
in his throst.” We tell the doctor, were
he 1o state personally to Mr. Clay’s associ-
ates in Washinglon or in Lexinglon the
contents of his certificate, and appear to do
it in sober scriousness, they would either
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fapse of this «twenty years or more,"” or this time, have tavght you to understand
3 And still, dactor,
brar only to himself 2 Does he not **know' your honorable friend and putron is the ve-
that searce thriee monmhs ago Gen. MeCal- tiest gink of morality, according to *‘is
bay of Lexington, an elder of the Prosbyte- mast geercdited pineiples,’” as tavght by

are his bleas of morality isolated, and pecu- 1ts legitimaste meaning.

soian chureh of thiat ril_\’. a miun without spot cur ehureh and vor I'i‘ll;:_u'll.

And vou «know," oo, du.‘h)r, that Mr.
by My Clay himseif—ay, even by all the Clay i3 no «Sabbath breaker,” and that
curs whieh so throng his keanel there, and | clinrge, too, is »uverly false.”” Does your
for whal? because he dared to hiflt the cur-  chureh and religion te';;ch, cr authorize you
tain which concealed the deformity, and 10 *o ceritly,” that the man who travels

bBlemish) who has becn hontzed down!

fwee of oy er\\'ht‘l:t;- does not ]ll'f‘ril[lf: the !ml)‘ dil_\' for which it
ting e videncz, and not denied, this reverend waa set spari? :

dacior nows pronounces »utterly anil basely | Does the Bible, or the sanetity of yonr
{tal<e,’") published in a paper thwre “that | hallowed office #s a nunister and teacher ol
[this very sume My Clay, on thedih day ol 113 precepts, insiruct you to declare that
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from Lexington, gamblsd bigh, an:d won, [the holy day, who, surrounded by pomy
Vrom the very friend whom he conveyed 1o
|the ground in his own carrisge, a consider | a [estive veeasioh, addresses a crowd ob pos
ible sum  of mopey,” and proffered 1o Inical subjects, amid the shouts and huzzas.

| prove the charge it denied by the gentle | of an assembled and Sabbath-breaking muls ™ S
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men who ploved ot the wable, and by a host | Htude? ;
of his pulitical fricads and neighbors My, Clay 18 #no Sabbath-Lreaker,” and, is

Was the chaoge dented? Did any of thie| mural 1o the (ull extent of its *saccredited
tenants of the kennel,or Mr. Clay himsell, | priveiples?” and all this is virtuous, moral,
utter the faivtest shadow of denial? Did ei- and lawful, and you owe it 10 “iruth and
ther of Mi. Clav’s certificate makers of the justice and the-claims of saviety”” so to de-
'recent oceurrence ot the Blue Lick Springs. clare and ecriify it.  And you, too,
{(whu, by-the-by, were both present, as, ~koow,” doctor, that Mr. Clay is **no pro-
‘we are informed, at least when this game| fune swearer.” Have you never heard it
‘at the barbecue was played, when the! whispered that this sanie Mr. Henry Clay
\friend's pockets were relieved of their| o far forgot the dignity of his station as a
«small ehange,”) then unsolicited and un-|grave senstor and the sage of Ashland, and
!a:«-lu'tl, step forward and ('E‘Ttlr‘\" that Mr. |that morality according to ils most “‘ac-
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Clay did no ¢gambling” then and there? credited principles,” of which you, docuﬂl‘
Silenee, profound silence, was the walch- [certily he possesses so overiowing a
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l word passed from the chief 1o his satellites, [ abounding a quantity, as 1o say on the ﬂo; .
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snd silence it was. They were afraid to of Congressto Gov. Polk, +Go home, G
deny the charge which Gen. MeCalla made damn  you, where you belong?” The
and could prove by fifiy unwilling witnes- charge has been made by members of Con-
| ses of his own party. | gress who heard the expression of his inft

| And has the reverend gentleman slept tiste passion; and neither Mr. Clay not
lover all this? He “knows’’ the charge was 2ny ol his pariizan piesses hiave ever had
made, that proof was offered but none was ' the hardibood 10 deay the charge. And,
|ehallenged; and yet he «kaows' that Mr.|yel you, doctor, endorse him and cerlify
{Clay does not “gamble,*” and proclaims | that he 18 no profane swearer, and that you
[the charge to the world as »basely and ut- | “koow™ the fuct. and owe it to “iruth and
lerly faise,” vnder the sacred sanction of justice 1o say co,’” and that he who asserls:
the written word of a minister of the gos. the fuct affirms that which is vutterly and
I]"‘L basely falge,"” .

| Once more Let the reverend gentle-!  ‘This covers the ground of the Rev. dogs
man go to Ashlund, and ask the man tor’s certificate, which has been so much
[whom he so boldly and recklessly endor- extulled and glorilied, that a rrcdulnusped:
svs whether the beautiful ]nirnn'c of 1he ple would be very apt o suppose (hat, on

of its dining hall, was not won a1 the gam- *vag fully settled beyond all eavilioe oud
ing table! Let him descend from his throne |controversy, aud that Mr. Clay, no lopger
|of ransylvania, sod ask this same ©em. amenable 1o the bar of public opinion, i~
bodiment™ of all the sttributes of wirtue received st the Hev, doctor’s hands .
[wid morality, whether the still more beau-leeipt in full. .
[ tifu) picture of the »Bouguet of Flowers,” | A few words adilvessed to you, doetor,
[which meets the eye as you enter the in the relations, and with all kigo-ess, a9
fuTl'.‘lwing room of that sliln;-l_\' manaion, members of thesame Chiristian ehurch, and
lwas not staked against with money #nid we hive discharged a duty as unpslateable
won al the came place of vice and deprav- 'to us a5 il is exirpordinary and unauthori-
ity! ‘2.4l i you, ns a snini=ter of the chureh to
“Let him not leave the mansion until he which we he'ong. to give currency, gnd
[ makes the still more purpentous inquivy of the sanc ion of that church, by your gong
this sage of Ashland’s shady groves, {who 'and authority, to a centificate of *saee.dit-

he now backs as the purest and the hesi,) swearer, the Sabbath bieaker, and the gam-
whether he did not propose, at the same bler. We know, Ifrum belter tesiimo: ..
place of iniguity, to put up a high stake|than yours can possibly be, who never had
aziinst the picture of the Vireix Mary, #n opportunity of “knowing,” we know,
|and 10 play at cards for the picture of rae lrom the general charaeter in these particu-
Morarr orF ouk Saviovi! Ask him lars, and others which we could enume-
'ag:un mos! reverend doctor, whether the | rate, [i:al vour honorshle aud "l:_noml”
praposition was not made to the Hon. A. |lriend is ;.’,u'Il_\': hos been often guilty, of
G., of New York, and what was the reply 'the chiarges which you denounce as utterly
—whether it was not that »the picture of jand basely false, in whole or in part, #in
the Moruer or orr Repermun  wasvoor startling” certificate, authorized hy
not obtained by gambling, and ihat he!you te be proclainied and published tollis
conld not gamble it ofi 7’ {world as containing **the truik, the whole
Let these questions be asked and an-jtiuth, nothing but the truth.” We
swercd in honesiy and trath, and if denied, | »koow™ the man whom you hn\‘!_! “acered-
let the prm;f be called for, and then, sir |ited’ with such pureand unhle rms.hed mo-
you may be placed in a situation to “Enew’’ [rality, drafied the unhallowed Calﬂ"l‘:l‘.j‘{t&
whether this charge of “gambling is witer. [which hurried nto cternity, scarce six
Iy and bhassly false,” or whether it standsjyvars ago, a deluded vietim to the bloody
written in ir.npt’rish;\ble characters against | ~code of honer ” We "kf"““'" that the
the man whom vou wish to sustain and en- lman whom you herald to _lne w_nrltl as one
dorse, “the public and private, intimaie |of inflexible and saceredited virtue,”' has
and confidential intercourse of 20 vears twice stood forth on the field of blood 1o
and more,”” with additonal proof of -}'gu]'tnphl)]\! that *corde of honor" w.hichl defies
certificate to the contrary notwithstanding |the laws of God and man, shooting, in cold
Was this intimate and confidential inter |hlocd, at one antagonist, and desperately

:l'nl

Editors are so far like other mortals that 1 gruuuﬂ of Mr. Clay’s morality win whole”
"“Quires something mere than sir to feed |and not ¢in part.” for twenly yearsand
4 Kind wishes to clothe them. ‘Uhere-|more; and to that period, so embrsceq, we
i'f,“’-- we hope that every Democral iu!o‘lg.];;;l] respond, and take the doctor’s “inter-
vhose hands this Prospectus may fall, will | course, so intimate and confidential, publlr
“1"' all he ean to insure the success ol the|and pril-'s!e." and no more.
“ourial’ and the cause of Demaocraey. J Every reader of the paragraph referring
: DAVID FULTON. |10 the doctor’s public intercourse with Mr
W |‘.!m[|grgn: _\C ; I-_;!,FL 2], 1844,

Clay, would very naturally infer that he

Lregard il as a pleasant joke of his, or an at-
tempt to impose on their credulity. The
reverend doctor has about an equal chance
of #knowing’’ whether these charges are
true or false, as the Pope of Rome has of
personally knowing the morality of the
Russian Czar. But to render cerlain the
Rev. Dr:’s means of **knowing’ that Mr.

course still kept up by you, doctor, when
Clay left his home fo travel 10 Louisville
to the races? Ay, even on the race ficld
itsell, and to the locked rooms of the hotel
where these *‘moral sports” were finished
for the day, and do you ¢know’” that Mr.
Clay did not bel high on the race field, and

gamble high at the hotel? Were you so’

wounding the vther, and even now as reck-
less and unrepentant, at the advanced age
of near threescore years and ten, sla_nd!ng
on the brink of cternity, and prochiming
to the world most emphatically, and m.dn—-
ring and defying language to his God,
that he cannot foresee what eontingency
may arise, and that he cannot chgu“lu u. :-

A

.

once backed him against Satun, and whom 'ed” morality to the duelist, the piofane *

iid pageaniry and all the L-irs'umstaumtﬂ;‘
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