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_ TO THE PEOPLE
Of the Sixth Congressional District. |

In the “Tarboro’ Press” of the 27th of |
March, is an article over the Signature of!
«3 Democratic voter,”” addressed to “Mes-
srs. M. T. Hawkins, A. H. Arrington,and
Dr. Pritchard,” the object of which is ex-
pressed in the following words, vig: “It is
possib-le, nay it is probable, that the elec-
tion of the next President of the United'
States will devolve on the next House of
Representatives. Now, I enquire of each
of you, for whom you will vote, ifa mem-
ber? for example—will you vote for the
nominee of the Demecratic Natienal Con-
vention?”’

I shall endeavor to be as explicit in my
answer as the ¢haracter of the enquiry will
admit. Should the people of the Distriet |
do me/the honor of choosing me to serve
them in the next Congress I must feel my-
selfin; honor bound to represent thems,
and shall to the best of my ability carry
out their wishes and promote their inters
ests; bt I eannot promise to vote for the
nominee of any “convention,”” wheths

" er it hold its sittings in Baltimore of &lse-

where, until I know who that “nominee”’
is.. 1fi upon all greatand important ques-
tions he is true to what I believe to be the
best interests of the country==if he is “hon-
est, capable, and faithful to the constitu-
tion:”” if he advocates the fair arid equal
participation .of all seetions of the Union
in all its burdens and benefits: then—op-
posed as [ am to eaticus nominations, and

to the habit which is growing upon our;

people of making all things—=the welfdre,
honor and happiness of the country—:
subservient to the selfish views of party
Politicians—I should rot hesitate to cast
my vote for him. 1f, on thescontrary, the
nominee of the Baltimore Convention
should be a mere politician, . ready, Dal-
ghetty like, to adopt any opinions that may
be suited to the section fof which they aré
designed: “a northern man’’ in all his ac-
tions, “a Southern man”’ in words only;
yielding to the one section every thing
that interest or fanaticism may claim,
whilst from the other he withholds that
equality of rights which the constitution
guarantees, [ should feel that to cast my
vote for him would be a gross derelietion
of duty, for which I would deserve the re-
probation of every patriotic and virtuous
citizen. .

I will avail myself of this opportunity,
as [ shall of every other that may present
itself, to urge upon my fellow citizens the
vast importance of looking well to the ac-
tion of mere party politicians whatever
their professions—of investigating for
themse|ves the great questions of the day,
and avoiding by all means any premature
pledges to sustain the nominee of any cdu-
cus. It is a system of party management
unknown to the constitution and unrecog-
nised by the fathers of our political faith.
It is the most efficient means whereby the
interested and eften: unprincipled leaders
of a party suceeed in directing public opin-
ion to the accomplishment of their own
selfish purposes. It proscribes the greats
and the good to make way for the availa-
ble. It ostracises the Stafesmman te ele-
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soon be caught with a stolen sheep on his
back as participating in a Political Caucus.*’
I will not go-as far as he did, but I will ex-
press the belief that if the glorious institu-
tions which our fathers bequeathed us are
ever to be overthrown; if this confedera-
tion of Sovereign States is ever to be rent
asunder and the fair fabric of our Temple
of Liberty reducedto rubbish and ashes,—
the line of policy which produces the evil
will have its origin in and receive the
sanction of a “Party caucus;’” and the man
who shall be the most efficient architect of
all this rujn will be a “caucus nominee.”
Even now we can look forward te a “na-
tional convention’ - as likely to produce
nothing but evil. *The whole political

ombe -County, JV. Q. smrdag, May 1, 1847,
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of vice and corruption ever ready to.plun- sorbed in such a way as I thought best eal-
der and oppress those who by their own culated to bring this war to a speedy and
act shall become its slaves! | honorable close, believing it was. for the
No man of ordinary capacity will sup- . interest of both e¢ountries the sooner it was
pose that I express these views with the done the better—at any rate so far as ours
hope of advancing my own interests or was concerned; and that President ma
popularity: all know that it is much easier king should be lost sight of until this was
to swim with,than to breast, the currenty accomplished. ’
but, believing as I Jo that the time has ar-| - [Here follows a brief statement of events
rived for the people of the whAole South from the time of Gen. Scott’s arrival at
without regard to party, to unite for the the Brazos till Gen. Taylor returned from
preservation of the constitution and their Victoria to Monterey. The letter then
own defence, I do entertain a hope that| proceeds:].
the wise, the virtuous and the patriot-| I retraced my steps to Monterey, where
ic will sustain the principles I advocate ¢/ I arrived towards the latter part of the
they will not sustain me. My appeal is| month [January], and where I expecied
to that portion of my fellow citizens who, to remain some time to recruit myself and

Suai)uy
the ¢ontest was much the severest I have
ever witnessed, particularly towards. tl _-i_.
the latter part of the day, when he (Sas ‘? :
Anna) brought up his reserve, and in spite,
of every effort on our part, afier the greats
est exertions I have ever witnessed on both
sides, drove us by an immense M rity
of numbers for some distance. He hadat

least five to one against us. -
nately, at the most ¢ritical moment, two,
pieces of artillety which I had ordered up
to support that part of our line met our aX-.
hausted men retreating, when they wess
brought into battery and opened ontheens,
emy, then within fifty yards in hot purs
sdit, with canister and grape, w

brought him to a halt arid soon ¢om

Emiwp welfish purposes, is as ¢lear as the sun

weight of the north is against us upon a
question of deeper interest to us than all
others combined. The leaders of both
!Jar'ties, Democratic and Whig are engaged
in & desperate struggle to win the support
of the abolition fapatics, and as the nerth
can|out vote us there is almost a certainty
that the same influeace which carrled the
Wilmot Proviso twice through the House
of Representatives will be brought to bear
against us in the Baltimore Convention,
and| a candidate for the Presidency be for-
ced/upon us who is willing te break down
all the compromises of the eonstitution to
secure the votes of that band of wretched
madmen who have vowed that *“abolition
shall be accémplished by the physical force
of the enslaved, if it cannot be effected by
the moral power of the free.”

That many of the northern party lead-
ers leok to a convention as the means of du-
ping the South and accomplishing their

are more of patrjots than partisans—to the |
people rather than to their self constituted
leaders—and if [ can but® awaken those
who have no purposes to subserve but the
publi¢c good to the immensity of the inter-
ests, to this and all future generations,
which are staked upon the issue of the con-
test shortly to commence, I shall be con-
tent whatever their decision as it respects
myself,

Going into the ¢anvass under the motto
“A union of the South for the sake of the
South,” I feel myself equal to either for-
tune.and whether triumph or defeat await
me, I shall bow with entire submission to
the PEoprLE’s will.

Respectfully your fellow-citizen.

R. C. PRITCHARD.

From the N. Orleans Picayune.

horses; but a few daysx after my arrival I
received information from the command
in my front at Saltillo (65 miles in the di-

rey), that the ¢ommand-—hetween 4000
and 5000 stréang—under Gen’l Wool had

quence of about 100 picked men and hor-

lansas regiments of mounted men, who

him to fall back. In this tremendous gon=
test we lost three pietes of artillery; nearly
all the men and horses having heen ed or
¢rippled, which put it out of our powes to
bring them off; nor did | deem it adwisa
Lo attempt.to regain thein. : . o-;{‘_-_:_, 9
The enemy made his principil'EW-’
against our flanks. He was r ed
in every attempt on our right, but sucee
ded early in the day in gaining ou# left in.
¢onsequence of theygivins way Jﬁﬂ’ﬂﬁ?
Unteer regiments which cotld nm.bgﬁw |
with but few exceéptions, the greatef. pors,
lion fetifing shout a mile to a large rar v,
or fatm haise, where our wagons & a
tion of our stores were left. These
soon after attacked by the enamy’s cavals .
ry, who were repulsed with some loss.
For several hours the fate of the day
was extfemely doubtful, so much lﬂrﬂaﬁ}a —
was drged by some of the most experiens
'ced officers to fall back and take up & new
position. This I knew it wounld never
to attempt with volunteets, and #t

rection of San Luis Potosi ffom Monte-

become very much alarmed in ¢onse-

ses, belonging to the Kentucky and Ark- uccees -
were sént out towards San Luis to gain
intelligence respecting the enemy and to
watch their movements, having been ta-
ken, after being surrounded in the night
and all made prisoncrs by a large force of
cavalry, about 50 miles in advance of Sal-
tillo. So said one of the party who suc-
¢eeded in making his escape the next
night and getting back to Saltillo; also
that the Mexi¢an atmy was advaneing in
great nimbers towards Saltillo. These
reports induded me to join my advance
immediately. Leaving Monteréy on the
31st January, I reached Saltillo on the _ 3
motning of the 2d Fehruary with 4 sniall|{ declined it. The scene now became one
reinforcement; Whi¢h inereased my foree| of the deepest interest. Between the says
to 5000, when I lost no time in mdving eral deep ravines there were portions of
forward and establishiiig 4 camp 4t this|level land from one to four hundred yards
place, about 20 miles in advande of Baltillo' in extent, which.beeame alternate y point.
on the San Lui3 road, for theé pufpose of of attack and defente; after our left was
carrying on a systéem of instfuétion, as turnéd by both sides. These extendec
well as to watéh the moveémert of the en- along and near the base of the mountaic
emy, and where | expeéied to fight him [or about two miles, and the “"M :
ghould he attempt to mmove ot Saltillo. thém mdy be very appropridtely eomps
Here I reémiined until the 2iat; examining ed to a game of chess. Night put &1
the several passes through the mountains to the eontest, and, stringe td sd¥; bofl
—at which time I ascertdined that Gen. armies océupied the same positions the
Sants Anna Was #dvaiicing and near at did id the mording before the bitile com-.
hand ‘Wwith an overwheliming force. Not menced. Our actillery  did. mese than
exactly liking iy position, having ascer- wonders. We lay on dur arﬂhqﬂﬁ‘s&k
tdlred that He could gain my rear by two as we Had- dene the tivo previgus ones,
roads on my rigia't and one on my left; and without fires, there being no wood to | 5
not deemiing it prudent to divideé my for had, snd the metéury below the fi
ces,and having apprehensions sbout my pdiat, ready and expecting te renew Ui
dupplies which were in Saltillo, L derer- contest the next morning; but we faund
mined it once to fall back towards that daylight the enemy had reu'pdmd_,._.'_'
plice about twelve mnilles, and oceupy a the night, ledving his kilied dqdfw,- X
trong position between twe spatrs of a His wounded for us to bu.r_y- dnd take esre -
mountain with a narrow vdlley betwetn of—carrying off every thing else, and (4
them, whereat oné pdint the road is so king up a positiou at this place. W di
narrow as te pefmit the passage of only not think it advisable to pursue, s
one #agon at a time, with deep gullies ing whether he would renew the k—
funning up to the mountains, washed by continde his retreat, or wished to & us
the rains 8o as to prevent Horses ot carria- ffom our strong position; but cg yagnsod
ges from passing them without at diffi- ourselves with._ﬁatchiﬂs his , ”'}’:_ er :
culty. Said positien had been closely ex- ¢losely. Finding, on th‘_-‘- “thf
amined by the topographical engineers un- newed his retreat, early in ‘B‘ -
der the eyé of Gen. Wool before my arri- the 27th the army was put in motior
val, who deemed it admitably ad#pted t6 this place, where he drrived abouf
resist d large with a small force, as well as clock, P; M.—their rear guard oty
adapted to the description of force which of éavalry, leaving 4s our advance got ifl
composed oitr atmy. We therefore fell sight. I at once de‘tel:rrt.me!d on ha g
back and occugied it on the evening of the his rear; butl on examinin t?‘?."._'“w, ofthe
2ist, and 3t once made the necessary men dnd horses, I fOUﬂf‘ L “ﬁ_’e Ry
preparations for giving battle. n'.ights marching, in¢essant ﬁtﬁhlh@ ws il
The next day the enemy miade his ap- sixteen hours’ hard ﬁ‘hﬂﬁ‘, hhad so

.

'a flag, a communication from Gen. Santa

perance early in the day, after recornoiter- | hausted the first ﬂﬂd_ &"Ol“-'-“" down the lat-
ing our position for some time, ¢ o’clock, ter, 1. was nest '.'“P"’f'm"‘g’
P. M., I received, by a staff officer, with lish any thing without rest. Wadt
ed quiet here until the 3d inst,

T’“ etion this, and the children eof the

LETTER_FROM GEN. TAYLOR.
at noonday. How else shall we account V\_’e have been placed in possession of
for their bitter, undying hatred to the “un- 2 private letter, address.ed to-Gen. .E. C.
wavVering champivnol hiscountry’s'cause?”’ | W. Batler; of the parish of lberville, by
How else explain the systematic effort of Gen. Taylcfr,. which ’w:ll be read with the
all their drilled forces, with the “Lieuten- 8reatest avidity. Whatever relates to the
ant| General’’ at their head, to forestall battle of Buena Vista, of an authentic char-
public opinioa, and b'y doe Bnivesssl tors acter, must possess an .absorl?mg interest.
rent of malignant ealumny and falsehood,| Headquarters at Auga Nueva.
induce the people of the South to sirike Army of Occupation, Mexico, %
down their own most able and efficiént lea- March 4, 1847.
der jere the great battle begins? AN this| My Dear General—Your very accept-
is part and paréel of that system of party |able and interesting letter of the 15th No-
tactics; which having its origin in corrup-| vémber last reached me on the 24th of De-
tior, seeks to pefpétuate itseélf by fraud, tetber, while on the march ffom Monte-
and is ready to disfranchise a whole sec-ft‘e}' to Tampice; but the hature of my du-
tion of our great confedefacy and dissolve ties since then (being most of the time In
the Union itself to proiiiote its own unhal- | the saddle,) in additiod ts other matters,
lowed ends. Look to it in time; men of has prevented me from replying to it until
the South! It will be tob laté wher the the present moment. | |
fetters ate riveted upon your limbs! Be assured, my dear sir, I have not since
The least we can do wi[h a proper re-lihEﬂ lGSl Sight of it or yoUrself; and 1 feel
gard for eur own interests and honor is to ;highly gratified for the ﬂattering madnner
dedlafe in dd¥anée 6iif firmi and unalters- in which you have noticed the conduct of
ble determinaticn to sipport o man as a . the officers and soldiers who m’a‘rc’hg‘d u'&fi@h
¢andidate for the Predidency OF dny bther me from the Rio Grande, to Monterey
office, who will nét feirlessly and freely and compelled that place tu surrender af-
pledge himself to sustain the South in her ter m_qch hard ﬁg'.htiln_g, azfl;_the‘.yr fully mer-
just and rightfiil élaim to a fair and equal ited the handsome encomiums you have
patti¢ipation in all tHe béiéfiis, asshe thought proper to _l?eétow on them. For
bedrs moré thdn hef pfoportion of the this you have my 3incere thanks.
burdens, of eur common goverﬁmenﬁ, [The g‘en’éral then alludes to the njlisr’e-
For my own part, my vote shall never Be_ﬁn‘ésentglion?. which had begn made in re-
cast for any ridil Who favors or even ezcu- gard to Major Gen. l’:’mtler at Monterey.
ses tlie odious & unjust proposition known iThc.lse. misrepresentations had been the
as “the& Wilmot Provise,”” which gees tlolsub_;ect'pf conversation between them, and
degtade 2nd disfranchise the whole Séuth, leftrio feeling like distrust or unkindness
dan*fﬂg to our citizen§ an equal right | towards each other in their breasts. The
with the people of the North to the terri- letter then goes on]
tory which mdy hereidlter Be acquired by | 1 was aware of the reportqas'well as state-
our government. Sanection this—by vo- ments in 3 few of the pul?hc :]ou'.rn.als, that
tiﬁs‘ for its advocates or in any other way it was intende:d by ceftain individuals loi
—and with our"own hands we set the seal bring Gen. Butler forward as the success- |
to our own degradation and hecome, as we or to Mr. Polk, which gave me no con-
shall deserve to be, but the “hewers of cern, and woulc} not even .had it hf.sen the.:
wood and drawers of water’’ for the po]iti- case, Wh_i{:h I did not Credlt’and which !‘lad ;
cians of the north. Sanction this and the been forgotten: I doubt if th? Sllb,letftf
blood ef the Brave Southrons which now would have again crossed my mind had it
enriches the soil of Mexico will ery aloud
from the earth an:i call down eurses on us
as recreant sonsof mneble sires. Sanction
this,/and deep will be our degradation—se
seeuy'e‘th'e fetters that bind us at the. feet
of our northern lords—that nothing less
thansuch a convulsien as will rend the
pillars of this magnificent Union and acat-
ter to the winds of Heaven its disjointed
fragments, will ever restore us to our
rightful position in the eyes of the world.

.sunny South will beceme in our land in |

vate the Partisan: and he who will be Lirth of our government, the same tram- |
most liberal in promises of rewards, or is pled slaves,  the same vile, degraded sub-k
most likely to be the mewe imstroment of ject.fofuartbcru tyranny that it Fequir-

faction—the mere tool of party, will injeq s ﬁho&ﬁnd years of vielenee and’ blood-
most instances be chosen to carry , out its fshed 'to make the people of Rome. Sanc- |

purposes.
~ Mr. Macon once said that “he would as

Hittle, more than half a century from the

tion this, and 'a Despotism is upon usj

{

b
4

not been brought to my notice by you or| Anna requiring me to surrender at dis-
some -one else. I have never heard him or | eretion, statil?g that in the event eof my
any of his friends allude to this matter. :doingi so we should be well treated; that
He (the general,) in eonsequence of his he h#d surrounded me with more than
wound not healing, which gave him so 20,000 men; that resistance was out of the
much pain as to render him unfit for duty,  question—<and, if I attempted it, my. com-
lefi a short time since by advice "of his, mand would be put fo reat and must be
medical attendant for New Orleans, where | destruyed. In reply, 1 stated I eouid mot
I hope he has arrived in safety ard where-'co_mply with his demand, lud he was at
I truly hope he will very soon recover so liberty to commence operations whenev-er
as to be able to take the field once more. he was inclined to do so. Soon after this.

I may observe that I have been also|the action was commmenced with his skir-|

pushed a commaind on the San Lai
to a large plantation cafled Incarp
where we found between two snd f
hundred wounded fu the most wrel
condition, besides those they carri
them and left bere snd on the e
we took sbewt ten prisoners, h part
of the army having proeeeded on i the
direction of Jap Lais in & very disoi

zed comdition. |

2000 cavalry, and early in the mor d’

named as a candidate for that high office| mishers on our lefi, which was promptly
by a few newspaper editors and others, | met by ours, and continwed withqu‘l intel:-
which has been done without my knowl | mission on the side of the mountsin entil
edge, wishes or consent. I . | dark. )

This I have assured all who have writ- In the morning at sunrise he remewed
ten me on the subject; assaring them I'the contest with an everwhelming foree—
had no aspirations for that or any other with artillery, infantry ‘ant'i _ dnm__
civil office; that my whole energies, men-| which lasted with very slight intermis.

worse than that of the sword—a Despotism |

———— e m——

tal and physiecal, were and had been ab-|sions gntil dark. A portion of the time

the next dey, the 28d, made demonstra-
tions against Saltillo and througheng, the
ting off the communieation

al prisoners, but were driven away g
o£r commanding in the eity,
pieces of artillery, covered by about sinty




