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. | whive kept on.

p-mse.’, |
“Oh, dear,” and here the injured
tone bucane a most dismal whire, |
“I wish [ was a girl once more,”
Mr. Vincent looked about hiwm
as if preparing for a sp.edy re-
treat, hastily swallowing the rem-
nants of toast upon his plate and
rapidly stirring his coffee.
“I am sure,” continued his wife,
“dear Uncle Edward would have
given me 20 lace shawls if I had
asked him.”
Mr. Vincent nearly strangled
himself trying to drink coffee boil.
ing hot.
“Dear old msa!” the steady
“All my wishes
were gratified when I wasat home.
Ah, me! We never appreciate our
comforts when we have them.”
“Humph!” growled Mr. Vinecent.
“Just to think that for a noa-
sencial freak of girlish indepen-
dence I left my dear uncle, my
happy, happy home, and ceme
here to the city to teach school.
But for that—" a heavy sigh com-
pleied the sentence.
“Bat for that you would never
have married me,” said Mr. Vin-
cent. “Don’t leave the point out
of your speech, my dear.”
Another siﬁ with a martyred
expression that was absolutely
perfect.
“There is $50,” said the master
of the house, producing a erisp
new note. “Anybody would really
suppose 1 was made of money.”
“Fifty dollars for a point lace
shawl,” said Mrs. Vincent, con-
tempuously. “It wouldn't buy a
collar.”
“Then you must wear one of the
dozen or so you havegot already.”
“Well,” as the pocketbook closed
with a 1esolute snap, “if you are
cross I suppose I must do with-
out it.”
No other reply. The last swal-
low of coffee was hastily (aken.
Mr. Vincent rose from the table,
took up his hat and bent over his
wife for a kiss.

Jn<t as she pleased. Was it some
article of ress, Uncle Edward
L) givén her an un'imited ward-
10 ¢ Was it a pleasure, Uncle
dwad had t ken her wherever
she wanted go. Tle counstant re-
frain was:

“How foolish I was ever to
leave my Uncle Edward.”

About a week alter the conser-

ear-rings came under discussion
between Almira and and her hus-
band. The fact that she had al-

of jewelry weighed nothing with
the pretty, spoiled wife, and she
pounted and teased, bringing the
inevitable Uncle Edward to the
front in gallant style. Bat for
once Gilbert Vincent was firm. He
had selected that very pair of eax-
rings for Almira’s approaching
birthday, and he wounld not be
coaxed into giving them sooner.
Walking into hus office after the
stormy interview he wassurprised
to see a rough looking man, in a
suit of homespun, sitting in his
own chair and reading the mon-
ing newspaper. He rose as Mr.
Vincent entered.

“Good moruing,” he said. “Be
you Mr. Vincent ?”

“That is my name, sir.”
“Married Miry Hodges?”

“Yes, sir."

“I don't often come to York, but
bein’ as I was here, I thought I'd
like to see Miry, and had only
your office direction. Miry pretty
well?”

“My wife is in good healtht”
“Pretty good wife, eh?”
“Really, sir.”

“I trained her well, I did. I
never believed in givin’ gals their
heads no more'n young colts.
Miry never had no finery when
she was {0 hum, an’ she's a master
hand at farm work, Miryis. Never
had no laziness at the farm, for
we'd all to scratch hard for alivin'.
Baut I reckon I drawed the reins a

vationabove record, the possession | all
of & particular pair of diamond | ho

ready a more than sufficient stock | hood

for six years yon have lamented
in my presence, to me, regret
for the life of your gi -

“Gilbert! you don't want to di-
vorce me?" eried

“No, my dear, we will
scandal. But I

“Send me away? Bat Uncle
Edward may not be willing to re-
ceive me.”
“He is quite In fact,
be is waiting for you now in the
drawi room."”

“Ull du;.:;a . thro de
“All disguise was wn asi
i ey
ace, trem ips

of fear Ainil;‘uhrud to
“Oh, Gilbert, you will
him take me. O, if you
save me from him. He
we. He was so unkind,
that I ran away, a child
Gilbert,” she said, in
whisper, “be beat me.
as big as my

away. Oh, Gitb
me back again.
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“But, Almira, you have yours
self wished to return every day
since we were married.”

“Never. I was foolish and 1
thought it gave me an im

in your to boast of old
home. But I am sorry, Gilbert.
Only forgive me now. You bave
always been kind to me. [ never

was 80 in life as have
nadem:pgilhn.“ her soft
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said, ‘Yeure the light of the world
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