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THE PRESENCE OF THE SON oF
MAN

Matthew" 24:32-44—_November 13

'Wlfolat'_d“. lext pe enter into lempia-
tion."—Matthew 2531
OR various reasons many Bible
students understund that our
Lord referred to the Jewlish na-
tion under the symbolism of & fig-tree
He bad been telling bis disciples what
might be expected In the end of this
age, when he would conte agaig to re-
ceive his faithful to himseif to
give them a place as his Bride tpeo
Bis Throne nhd to eStablish his IKins-
dom under the whole beavens for the
blessing of Israel and all the worid
through Israel. In this study be telis
us that amongst the prominent sigus
of the clusing of this age and the open-
ing of the new will be the budding of
the fig tree—Lhe springing forth of new
life and $ew hope in the Jewish na-
tion. And Is not this condition of
things manifesting itself todax? Be-
bold the Jews awakening and listen-
ing to the voice of Moses and the
Frophets calling them to Palestine and
to fresh hope in God and in the glori-
ous promises to which they stlll are
beirs as the natoral seed of Abraham!
“For the gifts and calling of God are
things he does not repent of” (Romans
1, 11-39).

“This Generation Shall Mot Pass”
The generation which wiinesses the
signs prowised In the vetses preceding
our lesson and which witnesses this
putting forth ‘of the green leaves. of
bope by Israel will sce to the full the
accomplishment of the glorious change
of Dispensation so long foretold. They
will witness the passing of the reigu
of the Prince of Darkness and the In-
auguration of the glorious reign of
the Prince of Light—Messinh with his
glorious Bride class; not. however, that
mankind will see Messiah with the
natural eyes, nor see even his glorious
Bride. except with the eres of thelr
understanding. “Flesh and blood can-
not inherit the Kingdom of God” in
this highest sense. Flesh and blood,
however, will see Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and all the Prophets in the King-
dom, and will have full testimony and
practical demonstration of the King-
dom power in the great transformation
that will be wrought and the restito-
tion blessings which will be showered
upon Israel and upon all who will come
into barmony with God through {is-
;‘i)e“ New Covenant (Jeremiah xxxi,
The present ecclesiastical beavens
and the present social earth will in-
deed, both pass away in the great
time of trouble with which this age
will end; but following these, sup-
planting them, will come the new
heavens and the new earth—the new

Charch in glory, and the new social
order amongst mankind under the reg-
ulations for which we still pray, “Thy
Eingdom come; thy will be done on

Teacher will surely have fulfillment
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Doubtless much

religiouns institutions of the Lord—the

earth.” Then the words of the great

The Day and Hour Had Not Bsen

The day and the bour of the great
change no one knew, not even the an-
gels In heaven, The Master himeelf
declared that he did not kmow—but

the matter later on, In due time, be- |
fore he would begin his “‘work of es-
Neither
would it prove that the angels of
heaven would be In ignorance up to

prove that God's people, living at the
time for the establishment of the
In fact.
the Master declares that-all living In
proper harmony with bhim would be

Plans as they became due. He de

the things of God and follow after

{llustrates this principle, referring (o
X was Informed
of Dis-
eted ' to
bulld the ark one hundred and twenty
péfore the food. Lot was la-
respecting thbe disaster com-
ing upon <the city In which he lived
long enough in advance to escape from
it: lkewise the €burch of Christ is
forewarned by this illustration and re-
minded that when they fiee they shall
not, like Let's wife, covetously look

vine condenmation, are to pass away,
but shall escape to the wmountilus—

will at that time be ln process ef es-

‘of the lamorality
and sensuality which marked the days
& Noah and the days of Lot will pre-
vail in the world in the closing dags
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of the present age. Other Seriptures
80 inform us, even though this stndy
intimates nothipg of the kind This
lesson brings to our attention another
,Teature comnected with- our Lord's
| Becond Advent—a feature which hilth-
| erto_has been lttle noticed by Bible
.'lt'ndents. It Informs us that his Sec-
{ond Coming will be wnobserved, un-
 known to the world: that he will be
present in the world and have to do
with the gathering together of hia
salnts and with the great time of
trouble which will follow, yet be en. |
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tirely Invisible fo men, recognizable
only by outward sigms of his presence
and known only to the sajutly few of
bumanity.

This feature of the lesson is velled
from the eyes of the average Bille
student by a mistrapsiated word. Jhe |
Greek for the word coming In verses |
87 and 39 is parossia. which does nof
mean coming, Lut should be rendernd
prescuce, as of one who bLas already 1
come, ]

“In the Presence of the Son of Man™
This gives us a stupendous thoaght!
The great King of kings will for a
time be present amongst men, in-
visible, unkpown, except Ly a very
few of his saints, to whom his pres-
ence will be revealed through the
knock of prophecy and the opening of
the eyes of their understanding to ap-
preciate fulfillments Everrthing will
continge as ordinarily—the
drinking, planting, building and mar
rying, “as it was In the days of Noah™
Had the world known In Neah's day
the climax of trouble Impending many
of the ordipary affalrs of life would
Bave been discontinned—and llkewliss
Bere. The lesson is that as the world
did pot know in Noab's day. so the
worid will not know “in the days of
the Son of Man"—in "the presence of
the Son of Man -

The fleld i=s the world, sald our Lord,
in expiaining one of his parables. And
so we should Interpret it here. The Lord
will gather some of his jewels from
the field; all not his jewels will be left
Two will i grinding at the mill pre-
paring foed Tor the household; one will
be taken and another left. The Lond's
bousehold is the Church and the milis
which prepare the food for the Church
are theological. The Intimation is thet
some theologians will be taken and
some wiill be left. In the selective pro-
cesses of the presence of the Son of
Man—I!n the making up of his Jewels, _

Bt. Luke megtions another festure of
this discourse. There shall be two In
one bed: the one shall be taken and
the other left. - A bed iz a place for
reet. All churches profess to be rest-
ing places, where the weary and heavy-
laden rest through falth in God and in
his promisez. The teaching. then. would
be that nocall who are resting in the
churches of Christendom, In the crecds,
will be amongst the elect, the gathered
jewels. ‘Some will be ta¥en gway from
these beds. Others will be left %o
them. ‘A vivid @eseription of these
creed-beds nnd thelr unsatisfactory
character is given ms by the Prophet
(Isafah =xvill, 20).

Watch That Ye May Know
| Following these ilustrations of his
presence and bls work in the harvest
| time of this Gospel Age the Master
| exbhorts all of his followers to watch,
| to be ready, to be on the alert, to be
| on the lookout, that they may be ready
| for his presence, that they may, in due
‘ﬂme. discern his presence and that
| they may be gathered or separated
| from the worid and theologicnl rela-
| tionship, and from earthly chuivh re
| lationship, fto the DJMastgn bjagself
Some very carpest Bible students be-
Heve that we are in this bharvest pe-
rlod now: that the Som of .Man, the
glorified Messiah, invisible to mec, Is
even now present doing a searching
and separnting work in R Church
gathering his saints unto himself pre
piratory to their change from earthly
to - heavenly conditions and prepars-
tory to the Inauguration of the greal
time of trouble, by which present in-
' stitutions will be blotted out to"mmke
way for the Kingdom of righteousness,
for which we have =o long peayed
Many Bille students believe that the
present_uanrest and sifting and shak-
ing amongst Christians and the crecds
of all denominntions and the &dlleges
and seminaries are but incidental to
fhis work which the Son of Man, pres-
ent amongst us, is accomplishing for
fue purpose of fully separating to him-
self his very elect. Whether this prop-
osition be agreed te or not. the fact
gtill remains that thus matters will be
whenever the time shall come, when-
ever the end of this age and the inau-
guration of the new shall take place.

His Houzo-to Be Broken Up
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All of the foregoing sugmestions nte
confirmed by the symbollsm of the
48d verse. Here the Master lkens the
institotions of the present time to a
house or bouschold Elsewhere be In-

| forms us that Satan is the Prince of
{ this world, the overlord who tyran-
| pizes the world, operating through the
| weaknesses and passions and dapraved
"“appetites and impaired ressoning fac-
| gities of humanity. Fad the time of
' the Lord's Second Advent been clear-
ly. made known that knowledge would
have so altered matters and” affalrs
“that the world would not bave been
.
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taken by surprise m connection WD
the gathering of the Lord's jewels and
the establishment of his Kingdom and
thus there would pot be such 2 bhreak.
ing-up In earth’'s affnirs as is now -
pending: the Kingdom would be estab-
Mshed, but not In the way lp which
God designed. r

In this verse our Lord Mkens bhis
second presence, unknown to the
world, to the preseonce of a thief In n
hounse, unkpown to its master. The

‘Lord"s saints in the world are his jew-

These be will take nwar and the
to the world will be grent.  As
Iy ones will be pathered from
from the mill and from the
nto closer heart-unlon with the

Lord. those left in the world, the mill
and the bed, will be greatly dlsad.
vantaped —not becquse the jewel clasa

are wealthy or have worldly greatness,
for of theme chosen saints it 1 distinct
Iy stated that there are amongst them

| “pot many grosmbl not many rich not
smany

wias, P2 many sobic™ B2t
these salatly ones are, nDetertbeless
the “mait™ of the sanh and the salt
of the churches npd the salt of the

 theologiral seninaries, After the tak-

ing away of the salt class, putrefac-
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