
Raising A Puppy 
By Harry Broun. U.V.M.

Raising a puppy from a 
favorite pet sounds like a 

, asant and even romantic way 
obtain a perfect pet for 

•rself, but reality proves that 
I is not always the easiest way 
ind what you want. First of all. 
tr female should be in good 

health, wormed, vaccinated, and 
be a good speciman (physically 
and mentally) of what you really 
want to produce. One should be 
realistic when you are thinking of 
more like the mother, and 
recognize the undershot jaw. 
weak back, or narrow hips even if 
the personality is perfect. The 
same goes, of course, for the 
prospective father, and certainly 
faults do seem to come out when 
least wanted or expected. 
However, if all goes well and 
there is no trouble whelping, one 
must then keep a close eye on the 
puppies themselves, and have the 
tails docked if necessary, at 3 
days, and hind dew claws 
removed (since they seem to 
cause nothing but trouble for the 
mature dog). Leaving this 
surgery until much later makes it 
a real trauma, much like 
removing a finger on a human!

Usually the mother takes 
complete care of the puppies until 
about three weeks, when the 
puppies’ teeth make constant 
attendance a pain Often then, the 
mother’s milk should be 
supplemented by once a-day milk 
and pablum feeding so that 
growth and mineral needs are 
met for the rapidly growing

puppies. By this time, also it is a 
good idea to have your 
veterinarian examine a stool 
sample of the puppies to 
determine if they may have a 
hookworm infestation which may 
threaten their lives even at this 
early age. Hookworms may be 
transmitted even by the mother's 
milk or from dirt on her feet, so a 
delicate puppy with no resistance 
may have hookworms even 
though raised on wire or papers. 
Keep a constant check on the 
puppies’ gums to make sure they 
stay a healthy pink, since white 
gums indicate enough 
hookworms to drain considerable 
blood from the system.

At six weeks, most puppies are 
fully weaned, and therefore have 
no more protection from 
antibodies in the mother s milk. 
At this time it is wise to start the 
puppy on protective distemper, 
hepatitis and leptospirosis 
vaccines from the veterinarian 
and have him fully wormed so 
that he can start life on his own 
with all the advantages we can 
give him. As he cannot develop 
his immunity fully, these 
vaccines must be repeated at 
about 3 months so that he is fully 
protected: and checking a stool 
sample fairly often is necessary 
too, since puppies are notoriously 
careless about the company 
they keep and the dirty places 
they frequent!

If you plan to get a puppy, or 
raise one. good luck, but do give 
the puppy a chance by giving it 
the best care you can with 
preventive medicine.
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Full Keg Package and Food Store
Full line of Beer, Wines and Picnic Supplies

Open Monday through Saturday 9 a.m. — 10 p.m 
Sunday 1 — 10p.m.

Located Hwy. 74 Lake Lure
Across from Log Shop Restaurant 

Take Hwy. 9 turn rt. on 64-74 and go 2 ml on rt.

Exclusive Building Sites 
Over Looking Red Fox Country Club

Red Fox Properties, Inc.
Contact Lou Hoskyns

Rt. 1. Tryon, N. C. 28782
Prone 704-894-8251
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Since 1949
SAVE ENERGY ADD INSULATION

Bonham Insulating Company
= Fiber Glass 585-5361 Rock Wool.... =
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Hays Backhoe Service
Rt. 5, Rutherfordton, N. C. Ml#

Specializing in
Septic Tank Instalhtl” 
Ditching & W a er 1.Inis 

(travel Hauling

Call Terry Hays, Lake Lure, 704-625-4941 or 625-4300

PARENTS
If you want your children to have

The Best Care Possible While You Work 
CALL 457-4464 

Happy Days Child Care Center
Licensed and Ins — Family Operated

1459 Hwy. 176 N. 
Tryon, N. C.

28782

(704-859-6051)

Sunday 
Buffet

New Managers

Ralph and Shirley Capps

All ^ou Can Eat $5.95

Roast Beef, Southern Fried Chicken, 
Vegetables, Potatoes, Salad Bar, Soup 

and Dessert.

For Reservations 
Call Shirley

12 :00 noon til 4:00 p.m.


