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THE CRUEL REVENGE.
A Lgend of the Rauaiod Castle,

the Guadalquiver,
heights of
to

Ox a

day, the remains e :
whose bare and bhckﬁ;dh
in grim majesty upon their silver waters,
whi;h mfﬁn« only desolation.—

almost regal and

A hoary, mwgﬂ‘ mass of ivy,®

partially supports the

feﬁ 'dmgf th m:t‘llr oy ungbofa!
slde o, ec @; its

nation is so great thtbithe tottering old

ruin seems momentarily on the point of

falling, and will invariably crush in its

descent the of young oran
trees, whomgzl);ass;oggavqsynnd gmoeﬁ

wavings convey to an imaginative mind
the idea that they rejoice in the
only living things which da look

cheerful in a spot so melanchely and
desolate ; the prospect is even Wworse on

of the large, dark, and dismal hall, which
is ornamented with grotesque carvings
of saints and angels, consists of antigue,
worm-eaten picture, half fallen from its
frame. It is a portrait; and the brillian-
cy, of a few tints, which have bid defi-
ance to time, testifies that the forgotten
form of the original was once clothed in
gay and costly attire,

Crumbling balustrades and ¢
staircases forbid the most inquisitive ad-
venturer, to pursue his investigations
much farther; and the terror of the su-
perstitious guides—for there isno heart

Ivﬁ«zmel:ing the house. The only furniture

- | that does not quail in the vicinity of that

terrible ruin—urges the traveller to leave
the bats and reptiles in undisturbed pos-
session of their accustomed haunts.

For myself, 1felt a strange and pecu-
liar septiment of enjoyment in lingering
among the scattered and decayed monu-
ments of ancient grandeur. These ap-

in the mmﬁ cent proportions of the
' Euuli'l!dings surrmmdnpr?g grounds,
though the hand of taste can no longer
be discerned amid the desolate chambers
of the house, or the gnarled and matted
ich probably,in former days
ornamented the pleasure- nds
gardens ; their dark and heavy luxuri-
ance now makes the rain more sombre
and forbidding.

The opposite side of the river is equal-
ly desolate, although tradition tells us,
that, in the palmy days of splendor,
when the old ‘Castillo de las Torres
was the wonder and admiration of the
country from Seville to Grenada, it was
rendered scarcely less attractive, by a
very lovely unostentations villa, whose
former site is still pointed out.

These situations are remarkable, as

having been, in by-gomgi times, the wit-

nesses of a most te omestic trage-

dy. The minutest pi r relating to
re

it are treasured with b& the neigh-
boring peasantry, although they affect a
certain air of mystery with regard to
them,” which caused me to inquire dili-
gently before I arrived at mlﬁollowﬁ\g

particulars.

The Castle de—l;; Torres, as I have
said, was once the pride and glory of

» — | that portion of the country. Its master,
e o e e o SANDFORD & SMITH, a noble marquis, in te of heredi
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'SARDPORD & SMITH f Isabel, whose, years of discretion

o | permitted het’ to of her wealth
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was stilksingularly beautiful and
: ing ; her mariners having attain-
eda of polish, which is rare-

lyorneﬂr?:;dbiq early . youth. Her
stately step and glorious black eyes were
probably as attractive as her¥ast fortune,

10 her admiring husband. Her tem

‘however, was violent, overbearing

vindictive in the extreme ; so much so,
that she becdme the terror, as well as
the admiration of the country. Many
harsh and cruel deed is recorded of
, though none so shocking and on-
ngtural as the one which follows."

. It 'was soon wh ‘that her hus-

ofband, of whomshe was intensely jeal-

was happier any where than in his
sately and sumptuous home. Any do-
mestic contentions were however care-
fully concealed, and the Marquis m
apgleamd the most devoted of hus i

early opposite the castle, on the oth-
er side of the river, arose the white walls
of a less costly but very beautiful resi-
dence, whose only eccupants were an
old man with a maiden sister, and a
lovely grand-daughter. T'his girl, whom
they called Elena, attained her seven-
teenth birth day on the eye of the festi-
val of Santa Catarina, which was to be
celebrated with great magnificence at the
castle. She was very lovely, so much
50 a8 40 attract the attention of the Mar-
quig® as they occasionally caught
a of her graceful form on the front
the balcony"which overhung the riv-
er. Many a‘sportive jest, connected with
the fair neighbor who smiled so sweetly
whepever she saw the Marquis, had pas-
sed the lips of the guests and wranEfed
in the heart of the Marchioness. Ap-
parently the Lord of las Torres either
despised or neFlected these hints, for he
continued his mucnl visits to the pret-
ty rural villa, often spoke of its fair
and almost unprotected inmate, with the
admiration and affection of a fond pa-
rent.

On the eve of the festival of Santa
Catarina, the young Elena de Castres
sat alone on the moonlit balcony. The
song had faltered on her lips, and the

strings of her guitar sna one b
one s ‘en%favorod Pmicit th;);

onted melody. She gazed with tear-
ful eyeson the almost beneath
u— ol o npphﬂ broke
the bright moeonbeams into a thousand

atoms, But'neither the beauty of the
mirrowing water, nor the serenity of the
sky, nor the snow-ca chain of the
Siera Nevada losing itselt in the dis-
tance and darkness, awake any pleas-
ing sensations in her bosom. She was
thinking how very gay the castle would
be on the following day, and how grace-
fully Don Louis Mendoza would dance
the fapdango, and how very cruel her
aunt was to consider her too young to
go, and she almost seventeen !

A manly footstep broke the sullness.
Elena sprung up, and flew to meet the
Marquis, with a degree of delight, which
hi:lzir lady would have very little ap-
proved.

*Oh, 1 am so thankful to you forgom-
ing, said she. ‘My aunt has said posi-
lively' I shall not go to the castle to-mor-
10w

¢ And wherefore, miscorazoncita. 1Is
she afraid of your meeting Senor Don
Louis there

Elena blushed and answered, ‘e
will be there, and my aunt forbids me
to go.'

“And you cannot succeed in softening
the old lady's feelings towards your
handsome young cavalier ¥

¢ Not at all,’ sighed Elena, ‘ her heart
is like a flint—she calls Don Louis a
dissipated boy, and me a silly ahild’

¢ Hard, hard indeed,’ laughed the vis-
iter.

¢ But in truth,' said the young lady, ¢ 1
believe a little intrigue is all she desires.

ug:h’:‘rhwyunhinyomoonqm
2 me the i

e s
of the age, and i

‘die
me of her scores of lov-

A

ers,
'i;‘m. grandfather ¥
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Jith in the old Spanish prover
'?::uu: worpan’s willis thwarted,
, #z"ﬂlu& m;lthemﬁmln
1 y in my aunt's
di_io insure my being brought to
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it seems your lover and your

£

Sbeclmhurthnlllmidmur]rll than of the Knights of

*The old lady thinks she gl live

of

mysel, 1 am quite content

self have determined to take the matter
in your own hands, and elope in the con-
fusion of to-morrow’s festivities 7

¢ But there is no hope now, for she said
positively that I sh

‘Well, let me arrange this little affair
for you. Suppose youseem to submit
quietly to your aunt's decree ; 1 will take

ing for her to the castle for the ostensible
p of asdisting in the preparations.

t this juncture, although neither per-
ceived it, a dark f glided noisecless-
ly up the river and stood in a lis-
tening attitude behind a group of pal-
lettos, which effectaally screened it tg:m
view. The demon )eui) had prompt-
ed La Senora Isabel w dog her husband’s
footsteps, to hear and judge for herself.

‘And then,’ continued the Marquis,
‘you can come unobserved to the castle
inthe evening. You had better come
masked, for to tell the truth, the Senora
is a lile tinctured with jealousy, and
she is so violent thatit would not be al-
together prudent to meet her.’

‘Yes, yes.'

‘But meet me at the fountain of the
Graces, near the western turret, and there
shall this fair hand be disposed of, at
least to our satisfaction.’

‘ Noble Marquis.'

‘Nay, nay, there isno time for ac-
knowlct]gmems-—l must hasten hor#,
ormy restless Scnora may perchance
send hither in search of me. Adieu,
mi vida. Wear this jewel to distin-
guish you to-morrow, in case there should
be any difficulty ; and placing on her
hand a diamond of rare magnificence
he took his leave.

The young ?irl gazed after him, till he
| was out of sight; and then with a heart

full of hope, and head crowded with
ga{ fancies, she entered the house.

Vith very different feelings did the
Marchesa wend her way homeward. -
Her boatmen, who with their little barge
lay concealed in the shadow of the bank,
were heard afterwards to say that the
appearance of their mistross as she bared
her head to the moonbeams was that of
a beautiful demon. Her eyes glistened
like those of a serpent, and her delicate-
ly chiselled features assumed the livid
ngidity. of a corpse. Long oberisived
doubts had hitherto festered her mind
with jealousy, and the geeming confir-
mation of her suspicions now goaded
her to maduess.

Ere she reaclied the opposite bank of
the sparkling river, her dark resolution
had been formed. Wrapping the black
mantilla around her heur, she hastened
to her chamber, and there, having secu-
red herself from the intrusion of any
living or moving object, save the flicker-
ing moonbeams which played upon the
| floor, and she brooded over, and arrang-
ed her scheme of vengeance, whose very
horror nerved her resolution. ‘Aye, aye,
that fair hand shall indeed be disposed
of, to the satisfaction of one whose in-
terference they little dread.’

The possibility of her mistake never
fora moment entered her imagination.
"The increasing bolduess of the Marquis
had long excited her indignation and
she had ever been on the watch to dis-
cover its cause—never for an instant sus-

ting that her own violent ions

ad alienated the affections of her hus-
band whom she idolized.

It is exceedingly probable that the la-
dy might have had other causes for
jealousy, than that here narrated; but
this is the only one whose remembrance
has survived.

The following morning rose bright
and clear upon the gilded turrets and
crystal fountains which sparkled in the
sunbeams as they fell upon the magnifi-
cent Castello. The festival of Santa
Catarina was to be celebrated with unn-

not go.' ly

care to have heroutof the way by send- | i

jthose of his lady wife, and p

at that moment a
diamond of singular beauty gleamed ap- %
on her sight. Sher ized her bus-
band’s ring on the delicately begutifil
hand which hung so carelessly in jts -

unconscious grace. This steeled: her
heart, and sealed the fate of her viefim.
With an unfeeling hand she d a
portion of the ents of a small vial

on the half i is v
tained poi depl-ﬁ:;hu ml“.-
the Oom&pdb A
only sufficed foritto take effeet.
rich blood quickl
cheeks, giving place
spots—the white hosomn
ly for a short time, then
ly still—and the form of the
maiden of Andalusia rapidly ¢
tothat of a livid and blackened corpse.
Butthe work was not even thencom-
pleted, Death itself did not satisfy the
cruel and vindictive woman., She drew
from its silver sheath a sharp stilétto,
and without quailing, without evén
shuddering, she severed the hand from
:_he delicnwlyl WMShe arm of the up
ortunate girl. then re-arranged 4
the drapery in the most life-like manner.
possible, drew close the curtains, and
withdrew from that dark and deathly
chamber, with no other emotions than '
those of gratified revenge, and triumph.
L] L2 v . L] !

Noblemen, bishops, knights and la-*
-the beautiful and the -
cteetioey aud lAyIOED-——UNE B

foolish—the young and old, crowded a-
round the extensive tables, which groan-
ed under all the splendor that wealth
and taste could heap upon them. The
pillars were garlanded with

|
i
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wreaths. Lights tlashed =
columns, a nlonﬁlhe :
throughout the trelliced jfralks,

ev here—and jewels
ue blazed, and were ecli
eyes. Loud peals of la b
and merry jests through the
lofty halls. ~ Wine circulated freely, and’
the songs were repeated with accompa-
ments of trumpets, drom and fifes—and
brave knights loudly proclainied the
beauty of their mistress, and |
the world to produce their equals.

ladies stretched forth their swan-ike

necks, and encouraged their _ 2
with bright smiles and grateful

The Marchioness mmm-a-' S
x|

mong all tllas:; for her
and magnificent beauty,
the grace and affability w wan all
hearts, had never showed more remarka-
ble than on this memorable {abe
‘A gift] proclaimedthe ‘a
gift from La Senora Dona Isabel 10 hey
noble lord on his installation as Knight
of the holy order of Sagts Catarina—a =
badge io distinguish.hia. paraom, sod & &
talisman to preserve his ‘ 3
‘ Methinks your Marquis :.h‘ 8
lord,” said the young Knight Dot ks .‘,.

de Mendoza, ‘he wears no ¢olors

lance in rest for no other b

sual wdor, less in hovor of the Sai

, who were sojourning  al

' for the religious and my
itary festival were made with all®
i customary i the sge and
nation, where personal
strongest claim.

chief luribum.t? _'Ydlﬁn, pride and

po%ﬁunheda wore on until the hour
of siesta arrived ; when, every one wea-
ried with the heat fatigue of the
morning, rest and repose. Si
lence “hﬂwd” io;
the again wrapped the man-
dlhlmnﬂbﬂ_ﬂujhmmdd&
cended to the boat.

of their masters in yielding t0 the intense
heat, were wuch to their 8-
ronsed ; and aguin the lady

the mc‘!ant'mgﬂlh of Las Chastres:

drowsey boat-| was enclosed—but
men, who were followitig the omp:&mvhn n
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admiration, and the Mare »
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