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other, but both.appeared determined to
make no farther concession.
colduess returned—silence and esir
ngement resumed its empire, and the
frozen mantle of sorrow fr-IT more heavi-
ly than heretofore on their hearts,

Theodore appeared more and more

that confidence
ship, and therefore I shall be explicit.
Theodore loves, and loves in defiance of
mywishes, and it shall never receive
my appropriation.

“Well T am sorry for that; but I sup-
pose that Theodore's love is light, and
will pass away.” absorbe'l ; he would remain for hours

“Pardon me, I have no such hopes.— [ together seated opposite the fire, plungel
As he has not scattered and wasted his in his own gloomy refl:ctions. His
affections upon a thousand different ob- | mother, forgatful of her offended  digni-

ROWLEY, ASHBURNER & CO.
General Commission Merchants,

Nos. b & G, Sourn Waarves,
PHILADELPHIA.

ments of Nuval Stores, &c., consigned to us for sale.
Rufer to
Samurr Porrer, Esq.
Jouw Gammrs, Esq.

f Wilmingten, N. C.
Junuary 18.

128-ly.

Then the |

“Will you allow me a fow minutes
conversation with you, Miss Harley !
My nam3 is B rkely.”

At this nam» a daep color  covered
the cheek® and brow of Victorine ; she
appeared greatly agitated, although the
tone of har visitor was (ull of aflibility
and swoetness.  She offsred Mes. Birk-
ely a chair, but remanad standing her-
self, appearing to await in silence the
dreaded communication.

THE,BRIDAL.

BY MIEN CLARISRA RCOTT.

CHAPTER L
The Honorable Mis, Berkley had re-
mained a widow twenty years, being
left by her husband with an infant son,

jects—as he has lived a retired and ty, would look upon him wuth tearful
even strict life, so has he bronght to this' compa and utter a few incoherent
love a purity of attachment, deep-rooted but conseling expressions : but tothis si-
and ineffacable, which he will uphold lent testimony of a tenderness which
with a strength of character not hilhcrtu'i nothing eould sublue, he wonld reply
called forth. T know him : he will not by a sickly and cold smile, and the moth
yield, nor shall I either yield to hitm.— er, in the bitterness of her grief, would
This altachment poisons my existence.”  cxclaim.
and her pecuniary affairs in- great dis-'  “And who is the ohject of his love ?” “[ can do nothingz for him—1 eannot
order. l\uving been nominated the  “A young girl, an orphan, named even console my poor boy.”
guardian of her son, she had but one Vietorine Harley ; he met her at the|  One morning she softly entered the
desire on carth, and that was to bring house of Mis. Bruce, with whose daugh- | drawing-room, and found herself near
him up nobly, and by economy and : ter she was upon the most friendly terms, | her son, withont his at all pereeiving her
striet attention, t» re-establish hin in | having been a school companion.  She | presence, Theodore was s2ated npon
that fortune, which the unwise specula- | lives alone, upon the interest of a small an ottaman ; he held a letter rumpled
tions and foolish pleasure of two three| sum, to which she adds the proceeds of ' hetween his hands,
generations, had most eouelly abridged.  her mdustry in embroidery.
Thanks to her skill perseverance, and  that she is sensible, virtnous, and retir-
good sense, at the end of twenty years,'ing 5 I wish to think her so, but you ‘
the fortunes of the young Theodore pre- know ma sufficiently well to believe me | “Mother,” said he, raising and  hand-
sented the most satisfactory result, and | when Ltell you, that Miss Harley nev- inz her the letter which he held in his
reached even beyond its original income.  erer shall with my consent bear the an- | hand,” read, and now, perhaps, you
His estates were disembarrassed of their | cient and distinguished nams of Berke- will rejoice.” '
ruinous mortgagages, and old properties, | ley.  Yes, my friend, a great name isan | Mrs B>rkely m:chanically held out
cold at a low price in the moment of obligation, and we have a rightto trans- lioe hand and took the letter, sweadily
necesity, were re-bought, and added to mit it pure and uncorrupted as we have looking at her son, whose noble coun-
the prineely demenses of the young heir; | received 1t.” lenance was convulsed with emotion,
in fine, twenty years sufliced to cure the| “These are what are called in the {and said,
improvidence of a whole century, and |nincteenth eentury absurd  prejudices,” “Theodore, my dear boy, what is the
Mis. Berkley awaited with somethwhat ' said Mr. Rolson, shaking his head. matter with you 7’
of impatience for the majority of her son, | “That may be,” said Mrs. Berkeley ;1 "T'heodore replicd not but turned a-
in order to place in his hands the for-
tune which she had received ruinonsly
| ermbarrassed, more ample, solid, and sc-
cure, than it had ever before been,
i The shades of evening had enveloped
Lthe surrounding objeets in gloom, and '

wWeeping.
“Pheodore ', eried Mrs. Brkely.

mind the model of a century. I am a' Borkely opened the letter, which was

firm believer in the influence of an ele- written In a neat and elegant female
vated position, it gives cleganee, tact, and hand, and reads as follows : —

good taste ; it preserves and upholds the | “Dear Sir,

ileas and hahits.” “] am now about repeating for the

 Mis. Borkley was seated in a gorgeons!  “Many examples taken from what our | last time, what I have so often before

'-l and well-lighted apartment in the ﬂeigh_ Il forefathers would call the third estate, \ expressed ; w_h'u;h is, that [ shall nev-
borhood of Hyde Park, her chair placed | militate against your notions. ‘There | er be yours withont the consent of your
befora a blazing fire, and her little feet are in our days many a merchaut's family. and may God preserve m2, a-
indolently resting upon the cdge of the ' daughter, who could rival in grace and bove all things, from being a subjeet of
Cfender in a hadl thoughtful, half pensive | eleganee, both of mind and manners, a_diseord hetween yon and your mother.

his head was hall|
’[‘hny say el in the CilShiDIIH, and he wns*l’llnlh:?r, poor, and an ﬂl'pllfll], was

“but the ninetecuth century is notin my side in order to hide his emotion. Mrs. I

“I am,” commanced Mrs. Berkely,
“about to put a few questions to you,
which may appear the effect of curio-i-
ty ; but be assured, notwithsta@iding, that
they are dictated by the most lively and
sincere iuterest in your welfare.”

Victorine bow:d, and Mrs. Berkeley
continned :—

“Your mother's nam», T anderstand,
was Lascalles ; she was deseended from
a family of that name residing in Berk-
shire 77

“It is moadam, my mothed's fanily
had o:cupied a distiaguished runk o
the conatry,  Ruined by law, they were
obliged o retire 1nto obscurity, and my

obliged to seck the protection of some
relatives in a distant country. It was
there that she became acquainted with
my fathzr. He possessed soma erup-
erty, which his own iadustry had -
creaszd 5 he saw my mother, loved her,
and obtained her in marnage. ['hey
enjoyed a few short years of love and
happiness ; but they both died ; both
y oung, and far away from our native
country. Thus, you sce me alone, alone
in this cold world.”

Mrs Borkeley appearing to take so
deep an interest in this simple recital,
and fixing upon the gicl an attentive
and admiring look, served both to encour-
age and astonish her.

‘At length Mrs. Berkely demanded if
she was the only olfspring of her moth-
er's marriage.

Victorine replied that she was, and
continned her reeital.

“My parents sent me to school in
France, and the period of my return
had arrived, when I received the terri-
ble news that my farther, my mother,

attitiede, At a hitle distanee from her| Duchess.” norder o avoud thee possibility of this,
'sat an old gentleman, whose appear- Mrs. Berkely shrugged hershoulders, T shall leave [.ondon, never again to
ance atmounced the fet of his having ! and Mr. Rolson continued : —
seen at least sixty winters, and who was,  “And does Theodore wish to marry  happy in the consziotisness of
:!.Ilmumi in o visible comfort in the soft Miss Harley 77 _ . idmy. §
| winplitnde of an easy chair. [ “He has tolid me so himsell; replied “VieroniNe HarLEY.
I Atlength he broke silenee, and said. ! Mre.B rkely.  “1 have stated to him my Mrs. Berkely read and re-read this
“And where is déar "Theodore 17 abjections on his head ; he appeared | letter, the pure and honest tone of which
e is oty replied Mrs, Berkley, with | grief stricken, but stll did not vield — tonched lier heart
a sivh, Sueh is the state of affairs at present.” | woeratic predilections. She reflected for

1

i despite of her aris- sion of the guardian whom my |

my only frieads, my guides, my protec-
tors, were no more.  They no longer

Creturn to it Forget me; and learn to be ! anticipated with joy the return of their
loinz your | child, they no longer counted the days

that must intervene before I was restor-
¢l to their arms. I was alone v the
worll, and T resolved to remain i
F'rance ; and having obtuined permis-
ather
had placed over me, I never quitted the

4ls he at the theatre, or at the elub 2] “How long is it sinee this Tias oceur- | som> time e silence, when tarmung the

“Ohy no s at least Tthinke not” led |letter, her eyes sudde
| The accent with wihneh these I:ISI‘ “Two months,  We continue to live the scal, which was a shield, richl_y e
" words were pronounced, aroused the at- | as formerly, atleast to all appearance, | blazoned, and most remarkable tor ats
L tention of the Honorable Mr. Rolson.—  but we have cach become mon: reserv- | elegant composition.  Mrs.

He looked inquirimgly at his old friend, | ed. My son is twenty years of agre, he ' sight of it, turned deadly pale,

Iauni discovered a contraction between | only has to wait until he is one-and-!ing the seal nearer to her eyes, ns)
L her eve-brows, and a constrained smile' twenty, when he can make me a low | was deceived by the first glance, an ex-
| tpoi her lips. 'bow, and marry without my consent.” 'clamation of surprise burs  from her.

«] see vou are anxions about ‘Theo-|  Tn uttering these words, a tear glisten. | Turning to her son, and pointing to the
Cdore I edd in the eyes of Mrs. Barkely,  Mr. Rol- | letter, she demanded;

«\ mother always feels anxiety about | soi appeared more  serious than usual,!  “Whose seal is this?”
herehild,” said Mrs. Berkley, in an eva- | and swd. | Theodore, astonished in his turn, re-
Lsive tone. YA mother's attachment is|  “This is a had business, indeed.— | plied that it was the anns of Miss Har
| so exelusive, that she dreads the  possi- | My dear friend, wonll you wish that ley’s mother, who was of noble descent.
| hility of her son loving any other but her- | L should speak to Theodore 77 . “What was the name of her mother ;
| selt.” “It wonld be useless ; I know him so | do you know, my son "
| “But," said Mr. Rolson, “yon must well.” The young 1w appeare
Lallow mie to remark, with all the inter-|  “And this yonug gitl, 1s she beauti- | for a momont, ‘
| estof an old friend, that there appearsin | ful 7° “Phey were a family in Borkshire Oh £
| your manner a more positive canse of | “They say sheis.  But it matters but| Lremember, Lase Alrs was her name.
Lanxiety.  Has Theodore neglected his | little if she were otherwise, as she has'  Mis. Borkely raised her eyes w hieav-
stidies 77 | eanght his fancy.” ten in deep emotion, §
| “Oh,mo; he is most steady and stu-|  “T'is a senous business this manage-|  “Just providence of God T thank you,”

and bring-

1 to reflect

dious.” 'ment of children.  Thank God, 1 have 'said she.  “heodore, make

“So T thonght. Theodore is good, provided against all embarrassment of ! solves
handsore, and generous, but yet he the sort, by never marrying.” you again.  But be of good cheer.—
mighit be opposed o your views, or per- | Adion ! =

| haps may wish to embrace a career not CHAPTER IL CHAPI'ER IIL
agrec.ble to you.” As Mrs. Borkely had traly said, her  In another hour, Mre. Borkely was
“«Oh, no,” said the fond mothier ; “he 'domestic lite was completely cmbittered, ascenling the stairs of a hons» Mor-
has pol made known any project in that yet no change was pereeptible on the ner-street, where she stopped on the
way. Indeed, T believe his mind is yet surface ; the candor the mutual sup- second finor, and knocked at the door,
undecided o that pomt.” port, the intimacy of affection which wiirh was quickly answered by an old
SWell, my dear Mes, Borkely. Teannot ' reads the very thonghts, the confinding  seevant.
conveiye with the ancient and honora- devotion which unveils its most seeret,. “Miss Harley " suid Mrs. Berkeley,
| ble name which you bear, and the eight wishes; no longer existed § the habits muiringly.
Shonsand a-year income that you pos- remained the same, the tender attach-; ~Yes, ma'am. Wil you walk in?
sess, that you ean for a moment think ment which bound the mother to the son* Miss Viclorine is inside ”
fof making a lawyerof your son.” tand the son to the mother, had not been  Mrs.  Borkely walked into a small
Mrs. Berkley smiled withont replying, impaired ; but the complete sympathy, room, where a trunk and several bozes
Cand her old friend continued :— [the heart, exposed to heart, had alto- pilel one over another, annouuced an
“Your plans have hitberto been so uether eeased, and each succeeding day mtended  journcy.  From this apart-
'sagely considered, and so admirably appeared butto add o the xadness of ment she was introduced into a little
successful, that one is disposed to ap-| Mrs. Berkely, and to the melancholy of drawing-room, modestly farnished, and
prove beforchand any proposition you her beloved son, but both yielding to found herself in the presenco of a young
advance knowing well that sound sense the influence of the same characteristic, girl of strikingly beaatiful appearance
dictates your actions : therefore, tell me, firmness, remained immovably fixed, who, seated in the recess of a window,
why do you think of making Theedore 'one to his enthusastic attachment ol was actively employed in a delicate
professional 7 Has he contracted debts ! | twenty, and the other o her aristocratic pieco of embroidery.
“Oh, I pereeive you do not kuow him," | principles of filty. At times a tender| “Isit Miss Harley T have the honor
said Mrs. Bfkeley ; “his principle is in| word, a look, a grasp of the hand, of addressing?” said Mrs. Berkely.

{ she|

no re-| more than once.
take not a single step until I see | ed court intrigues, an:

house where I was educated nntil my

iy ;-m-..u:n.-rml,w-w-nluuth year when my instructress

wishing to visit London, took me along
| with her.  Alas her days were counted,

Borkely, atrand T was soon doomned 1o lose my

'only friend, whorm T had long consider-
ed 1o look upon as a mother.  She left
‘hcr trusty old servant to protest me,

and “tis thus you see me lLivingalone.—

But pardon these detials, madam, your g

kindness has made me too bold.”
“Victoring,” said Mrs. Brkely, ta-
'king her hand, “regret not your confi-
denice, it is God has been the means ol
hringing us togther. you that [ have
sought for so eng a time. My dear
child, iave you never heard your moth-
“er mention the name whach | bear ;”
. “No, madam, never.”

“I'hen you are ignorantof the history
(of your family. Yonr ancestors, Victo-
| rine, and those of my husband, were

mortal enemies, and for eenturies their
deadly rivalship caused blood to flow
Feudal wars steeeed-
| cach party was
| more intent npon the riin of his anemy
| than 1pon his own personal advantag.
At length towards the middle of the last
[eentury, these long continued quareels |
ended 1 an mterminable law suit, in
which Lord Giamby, the graudfather of
my husband, was the conqueror, aud your
arcestor, Victorine, was thus despoiled
of his inheritanee, deyrived of s rights,
aud was reduced to the greatest misery
upon the very lands that had formerly
called him master.  This utterand com-
plote ruiu extinguished the deadly ha-
tred of my family.”

aIf right was at his side,, madam,”
interrupted Victorine with mildness.

“No, Child. .\li‘ grandfather, toascer-
tain his cause, had neither right of equi-
ty, but justice was mpered with, and
I blush to tell you the decree which
ruined your amcestor, was purchased
with gold by the ancestors of my son.—
Such is the conviction of my mind, which
I have ncquired In my long guardian:
ship, being obliged to study the amoiuty
nffg’nune'whi tI wasecalled upan to

keeping with his generosty, and that is | appeared like a return of days gone: “Yes, madam,” replied the young girl
saying enongh. I'ﬁul soe, my dear sir, by ; they looked inquiringly at each gracefully, although timidly curtseying.

remodel. This nﬂm of inmquity, of
Ae

which the house llas was the vic-

e

‘anxious to sift the truth,

tim, was then first re

bsought for all the and“' .
was, bsought for a proofs, even
submitted them to the f of a first-
rate la . whoss fortified my
own. Yes, the fortune of my child was
acquired by an. evident fraudy ‘J 2
wilful perversion of the truth, ealth,
thus empoisened, is bitterness o0 me;
and the pleasure which riches
always called to my mipd the
family, hurled from their rank in socie-
ty, robbed of their fortune, and 1 do
not exaggerate in saying, that our
luxury and opulence seemed stricken
by an anethema. Filled with these
thoughts, I made for several years the
most minnte search in order to discover
the descendants of the Lascelles. M
exertions ware fruitless, as I lost nH
traces of your mother. The invisible
hand of Providence, which disposes of
all things for his wise purpose, has
bronght us together ; after twenty years
of van research, [ findvim you the law.
ful descendant of the Jast Lascelles;
and itis 1o you that I amm abowt making .
restilution ®f the property of
anceslors were dcpnvedy by a flagrant
act of justice. Accept what is yours in
justice, aud forgive us for keeping pos-
sesion of it &0 leng.” ¢

“Take (rom you yonr, fortune and
that of your son? Never, madam,”
said Victorine, with enthasiasm.

“My son will agree with me. Be-
sides, sufficient remains for an hdhora-
hle subsistence, and the steady and useful
cducation which T have given him will
lead the way to certain prosperity. Do
not preveat us, therefore, from satisfy.
g our conscience by repairing, though
somewhat tardily, the injustice done to
your ancestors.  You may accept with-
out fear, Victorine, that which we offer
with joy.”

“Protect me, heaven,” cried Victorine.
“My gratitnde, my most profound grat-
itudeo, madam, shall be yours fur my
life, but do not exact from me that an
offer so generous and noble, should be
repaid by & base and sordil acceptation,
No, madam, the law has decided, and
I shall recoguise its decree.”

“Aud are you rich, Victorine 77

“No, madam, but my fortune is suffi-
cient for my desires, and that is all 1 wish
for.  But the direst poverty would not
indace me to deviate from my resoly-
tion. Never,never shall I forgot your
generous offer. It is the only remem-
branee that 1 wish to carry with me ime
that solitude to which [ am about retir-
ing.”

“You age about quitting London, Vie-
torine 1’

‘Yes, madam, itis neccessary that
[ should do s0,” said the young girl,
whilst a half-smothered sigh estaped
her, the blood rushed tempestaously to
her temples, and her large an’l teqsful
eyes sought the ground. All at onee
she felt her hand pressed between those
of Mrs, Berkely, who, drawing her
gently to her, said in a low voice,

“This fortune, which yon reject, will
you not consent to receive from a moth-
er, from a bushaud ?  Victorine, will
yoir be my daughter 77 )

Victorine could not reply ; leaning
npon the hands of Mrs. Berkeley, her
face was completely coneealed by the
flowing ringlets of her raven hair, a
slight trembling alone revealing the
emoton of her heart,

“8p - ak my child. Say yrs”

“Mother !" cried Victorine, falling up-
on her knees, and raising her beaute-
ons face, which was bathed in tears.

“My sonis not now displeasing to
you” whispered Mrs. Barkeley.

“Moiher, [ have long loved him”
sobbed Victorine.

“Biess you for that word, my dear
child  And now,” said Mrs. Berkely,
zaily, “after five centuries of quarrgling,
peace is at length proclaimed.”

.

CHAPTER 1V.

A mouth after the events before rela-
tvil an clegant and numerons agsem-
blage were gathered together in ‘one of
the finest honses in Belgrave Square,
whilst the lawyer was reading the set-
tlement which was drawn up on the oc-
casion ol the magnage of the Honorable
Theodore Ferdinand Berkely and Vie-
torine "Cheresa Harley, and many looks
fill:d with discrect surprise were ex.
changed upon the annonncement®of the
grand and magnificentavantages which
the marriage contract assured to the
brude,

Victorine, modest, graceful and beaw-
titul in her bridal array, was seated be-
side Mrs. Berkely, who looked upon

her with deep tenderness, an ohject of
admiration and attention to all. Her
eyes were occasionally raised, and en-
countered those of Theodore, who

nooxht and saw but heralone. He was
in the full possession of happiness—hap-

piness as complete as it waa unexpec
ted. His loye, his filial' affection, and

for him one

Vi v Kooy Braghy- OB

and | which leaves helind a remem-
brance at once sad gnd soothing—alike
filled with enchantment and regret.

his brighe prospects of futuriry, nofed



