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funds of its own (the count
subsidiary),

Woodruff, who, along with Commissioner Richard
Linville, voted against the hospital’s reorganization plan
last October, says she wanted to make sure the elderly
and poor would continue to get proper health care under
the new set-up. :

““That should have been a concern to all of us,”” she
says. ““Whether a person has money or not, everyone will
have health care, and | had to have that in writing."’

‘Woodruff says she also wanted to make sure black
doctors aren’t denied an opportunity to practice medicine
at the hospital. ““We have black doctors who want to
come here to practice,”’ she says. *‘I wanted to make sure
that, after this time (the reorganization), they could still
be there.”’ 2

Woodruff says she still doesn’t think blacks realize the
county no longer owns Forsyth Memorial -- and won't
own it again unless the holding company fails to live up
to its agreement to provide health care to all Forsyth
County residents and to enforce affirmative action.

That’s why the hospital’s 23-member governing body
must keep its board at two-thirds local members, she
says, and must increase its black members from its pre-
sent two.

“We've got to watch from here on who we put on that
board, and we’ve got to watch who we elect to the county
commissioners,"’ she says, noting that the commissioners
appoint 12 of the 23 members.

But the hospital’s board isn’t the only body of respon-
sibility with inadequate black representation, says
Woodruff. *‘I want to see us -- and when I say us, that's
what I mean -- get out share of the elected offices,”’ she
says. “‘I’'m willing to work to see that we get our share."’

And though whites are as able to represent the county
as blacks, she said, “‘until you sit where 1 sit, you can’t
represent me. And very few whites have lived where we
live and understand us. We came out of slavery. We are
SUFViVOFs ' — — —

As to whether the Martinsville, Va., native will run for
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Black Republicans

“It’s a situation in which blacks will get out to realize
that our vote is very vital,"’ says Jones. ‘“The Democrats
have taken our vote for granted, and the Republicans
haven't been aggressive enough.’’

Jones says he doesn’t plan to change his registration, as
Davis has done, but says he does support the ‘‘Jesse
Jackson movement’’ and that he is firmly behind Jackson
“in spirit.”’

“If Martin Luther King Jr. was the Messiah, then Jesse
is second to Martin,”’ he says. ‘‘I think it’s good -- it's
reglly dynamite.”’

Jones says he’s ashamed of black officials, such as
Wilson Goode of Philadelphia, who support Walter
Mondale over Jackson,

“I'm an American first, a black second and a
Republican third,’’ says Jones.

Davis agrees and says blacks who support Mondale,.
should step back and reassess “their .commitment to

blacks.

**‘Mondale is a friend of ours (blacks),”” says Davis.
““But how much money has he spent with black
newspapers before now? None. How can you get mad at
Jesse Helms for not doing it when Mondale is not doing
s0?

““Like Jesse (Jackson) says, ‘Mondale stood up for
civil rights, but I am civil rights.””’.

Black Republican support for Jackson hasn’t happen-
ed without at least a few sparks of controversy, however,
as was the case a few weeks ago when Alderman Larry
Little, Jackson's Forsyth County campaign coordinator,
questioned the motives of one local Republican cam-
paigning for Jackson.

Little said that Vernon Robinson, a business professor
at Winston-Salem State University, couldn’t be both a
Reaganite and a supporter of Jackson at the same time.
To that, Robinson said in a telephone conversation with
Chronicle’s Executive Editor Allen Johnson, ““‘I’'m black
first.”’

While Robinson declined to be interviewed for this ar-
ticle, Davis says a candidate’s actions should be the focal
point for voters, not his political party.

“I never ask anvhody what political party they are”’
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re-election as a commissioner in 1986, she laughs softly
and says: “‘l have two years to think about it, and I'm go-
ing to do just that.”

She says she had never intended to run for any public
office, and it was at the urging of a group of young peo-
ple nine years ago that she decided to run for county com-
missioner.

What that group of young people initially asked of
Woodruff was to share with them her ideal candidate.
She ended up being what they were looking for.

In 1976, she was elected to her first term as a county
commissioner, which made her the second woman and
the first black to sit on the board. She lost a re-election
bid in 1980, along with most other blacks who ran for
public office then.

But the two years until the next election gave her more
than enough time to regroup.

The work paid off and she occupies one of the five
elevated chairs in the commissioners’ chamber ey ery
other Monday night.

In addition to her work as a public servant, Woodruff
is @ Sunday School teacher and president of the usher
board at Union Chapel Baptist Church, a member of the
-executive committee of the Northwest Piedmont Council
of Governments, a member of the Reynolds Health
Center Advisory Board and a member of various other
boards and agencies.

She’s also found the energy to have worked full time as
a surgical supply salesman for the last 23 years.

Since her jobs keeps her on the road, she says, ‘I see a
lot of things people don’'t think I see.”

Not to be left out of this year’s campaigns, Woodruff
actively supports the Rev. Jesse Jackson for president.

“I'm very proud of him ...,”" she says, ‘... I'm proud
to be in his corner. If you think about it, he has proven
something -- that anybody can run for any office.

“We’ve already won,’’ she says. ‘‘It's the most exciting
campaign I've ever worked in, including my own."’
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EX-LAX;S “The Family Friend?
helps your body help itself.
Ex-Lax helps get your body’s own natural rhythm
going again. Gently. Dependably. Overnight. That's
why more families use Ex-Lax—
Chocolated or Pills—than

any other brand. Make
it your Family Friend.

Read label and follow directiond
© Ex-Lax, Inc., 1983.

Miller Allenl

Appliance Sales

Hot Peint Appliances
"Bl_m is Cheaper Than Renting"

® 24 Hour Service
e Parts In Stock

e 30 Days Same As Cash
* %20.00 Down Payment

{with approved
credit)

Refrigerators Less Than $30 Monthiy
Ranges-Less Than $20 Monthly
Microwaves Less Than $25 Monthly
Freezers Less Than $25 Monthly
Washer/Dryer Combination
Less Than $35 Monthly

— —
— —

‘ CALLz Miller For All Your Appliance Needs,
Big or Small.

767-2230
AFT!R 5 PM . winsensatom, n.c.
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Begin Your New Career
in the

COMMERCIAL
ART
COURSE

A DIVISION OF

Rutledge
College

Ask About the Following Subjects in
Either the Day or Evening Schools

.+ Cartooni ‘A y & Studio Skills
* Drawing ?,gll. I ?elflm ‘
« Lettering |, 11, 1l . Color & Design |, 11, I
« Portfolio * Figure |, I, |l
« Perspective * lllustration 1, )1, 1Ml
» Commercial Projects « Typing .
» Photography » Leadership Q,«
S
L
Phone 725-8701 QY'Y
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Menthol and
Lights Menthol

€ Philip Mormis Inc 1984

Waming: The Surgeon General Has Determined
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health.

Menthol 15mg “tar." 10 mg nicotine— Lights Menthol 8 mg tar”
0 6 mg micotine av per cigarette, FTC Report Mar'83




