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Ajuga, a hardy, versatile groundcover, is a smart choice for landscaping.

If you are looking for a hardy, versatile groundcover
for your landscape, ajuga should receive serious con-
sideration.

Ajuga -- commonly called Bugleflower -- is one of the
most popular groundcovers. Agricultural Extension Ser-
vice specialists at North Carolina State University explain
that it can be used in rock gardens and for such purposes
as under-plantings for trees and shrubs.

It will grow in shade and on slopes as well as on flat
areas.

Ajuga grows about five inches high and has a dense,
compact form, The dark green foliage is three to four in-
ches long and one inch wide. Some varieties turn bronze
in the fall.

Few groundcovers grow as easily and as quickly as

plants.

For a quick cover, the NCSU extension specialists sug-
gest planting ajuga eight to ten inches apart. It should be
easily established since the smallest piece with roots
usually takes hold.

Ajuga can be planted at any time during the growing
season. However, it has a shallow root system and may

In starting a new planting, till up the entire area, mulch
and then set the plants through the mulch. If the soil is
hard and crusty, work in lots of organic matter when till-
ng.

Wait about a month, or until the plants have become
established, before applying fertilizer. This will reduce

ajuga. It spreads by runners, much like strawberry need watering during dry periods. the risk of injury to young, tender roots.
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