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He's glad to
By AUDREY L. WILLIAMS
Chronicle Staff Writer

If there's a church social to he had at the
Waughtown Baptist Church on Moravia Street, rest
assured that the pastor, the Re\. Dennis Bishop,

. will be there, even if it means donning an apron to

fry fish or playing third base in a softball game.
Bishop, 29, who says he's been challenged to

show his driver's license to prove his age, became
pastor of Waughtown Baptist fust over a year ago,
replacing the E.I . GrutHGradually,the church began to attract more and
more young members, and institute new programs.
A native of Winston-Salem, Bishop says he began

his ministry at the age of 13, while a member of the
Ambassadors for Christ Cathedral.

In 1975, he joined Grant at Waughtown as his
assistant pastor. Five years later, he was appointed
the pastor of New Bethel Baptist Church in
Mocksville, where he remained for three years.
Now he has returned, with a bang, to Winston.
"It's good to be back home," he says, with a grin

of satisfaction. "If VOL! leave home rieht von .«un

always come back."
Bishop, who is known for his fiery sermons, is in

big demand throughout the Piedmont and
southside Virginia. Until he and his wife Sharon
married two years ago, he says, he headlined 16 to
20 revivals a year. Now he heads seven or eight
yearlv.

But it's his genuine concern and his delivery of
the Gospel, he says, that have helped Waughtown
Baptist increase its membership by 200 since he
came last May. Forty percent of that number,
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be back home
Bishop proudly adds, are men.
The church now boasts a roster of 300 to 325

members.
"It makes me feel real good to know that The

W ord is accomplishing," says Bishop. "But I also
feel that 1 have a good relationship with my
neonle "

r - . r - - .

That relationship is a cooperative effort involving
both Bishop and his wife, who directs the young
adult choir, he says.

Bishop, who wortHf also as aTruck driver and

There is no gap. Sometimes Ijump on the
van with my elderly people after church
and have ice cream or a milkshake with
them -- on me. "

-- The Rev. Dennis Bishop

warehouse employee for Ferguson Enterprises, says
he nevertheless feels it's necessary to be more than
just a Sunday preacher. His role, he says, is to
become acquainted with all the members of the
church.

"l or the hoys of the church who may not have a
father figure, I take them to wrestling matches or
baseball games," Bishop says. "I didn't have a
father figure but I think my mother did a good job.
I want them to know what's it's like to have a father
figure."

Bishop also enjoys spending time with the
church's elderly members.

"There is no gap," he says. "Sometimes I jump
on the van with my elderly people after church and
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The Rev. Dennis Bishop: From fish fry cook to th
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have ice cream or a milkshake with them -- on me.
"1 have to have a one-on-one relationship with

our members," says Bishop. "I write one of our
members who's in prison. I talk with them. 1 laugh
with them."
And if members of the church decide to organize

an outing to a local skating rink, Bishop goes
skating, too.

"I want the members to feel they're a part of
me," he says. "That's the drawing power; making
people feel like people."

Bishop says he had to put a halt to his rigorous

lum honored

Christian and Political Network fl
Donald Foi

fellowship
p.m., Elder Larry Butler Pair retiEvangelists Lillie Mae Butler anc
Annette Thompsons will lead tin
service and at the 11 a.m. wor On June 13 Do
ship service on Sunday, July 15. president of the
me Kev. Anna carter Lester wil Bible College, tra>
deliver the sermon. The guesi Uganda in East Al
speakers will include Elders Chrh a two-week sem

Young, Charlie Clemmons anc they visited Lor
Evangelist Shirley Johnson. where Fred Miller

forMr. Darvin Garr
in the Forest Hill !

Garrett, 4633 Baux Mountain Rd., Lexington until tl
.m. from the New Birth Church of the procession wi
/IcCullough will officate with inter- McCall, 417 Lib*
The body will repose at Gilmore's Church,
may be contacted and the proces-

- TtKmore Funeral,
7d services will be conducted by

Mr. Fred Potter
Mr. Fred Potte

ducted Sunday at
ie D. Cloud, 2616 Ansonia Street, N.C., where Rev.
m. from Zion Hill Missionary Bap- Evans with intern
will officiate with interment in the repose at Gilmort

vill repose at Gilmore's until the be viewed after t

contacted and the procession wiH evening at Gilmo
ter, Mrs. Wilhelmenia Nance, 2732 tacted and the pr<
a.m. enroute to the Church. Arrangements
d services will be conducted by Gi/more Funeral

Mrs. Ossie Davis
Jr. Funeral service

s Edward Geno Perrin, Jr., 2310 4-F, were conduc
today at 2 p.m. from the Gilmore the Hooper Funei
I. Williams will officate with inter- terment followed
The body will repose at Gilmore's Mrs. Pearl D. Rc
may be contacted and the proces- other relatives,

irday at 1:40 p.m. enroute to the Hooper Funert

id services will be conducted by Mr. Johnie Brute
Funeral service

Apt 314, were coi

of the Hooper Fu
Hargrave, Lexington, N.C., will be termcnt followec
om the First Baptist Church, Lex- sisters, Mrs. Glad
jarrett will officiate with interment

-Jy'itt'iiMfrr>"'i jiff'Tf|Yft3*s*^ £ il r*Vi^Mtl^iS^M . ,x -'^J^A^jji-4, ><\,^y,<; Al.-;<|qfe. ;'

r '?

1^^'

ilrd basemen, he can do it all (photo by James

revival schedule because of a need to settle down
with his families: one at home, the other at church.

"1 need to direct a lot more of my time to this
church," Bishop says. "Revivals are inspirational
but I have to build up the prayer meetings and Bible
study services. I also counsel during the week, so I
had to cut back."

Bishop founded the church's newly-formed
Agape Inspirational Ensemble and a 10-minute
junior church. He says Waughtown will continue to
progress in the area of community service and he
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