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IBy SUSAN HUNT
g Chronicle Staff Writer

Most people in Winston-Salem probably aren't5 aware that the Beneath The Elms Barber and Style
JShop adjacent to the Hyatt House is black-owned.
^ The owner is also a female, Julia Swindell. Even
more unusual is the fact that she haDDens to be a

Baptist minister, The Rev. Swindell.
As unusual as her situation is, Rev. Swindell does

not feel that she is in any way out of the ordinary.
The combination of her vocation and her ministry is
just "second-nature" to her now, she says.
£ Swindell has been an ordained Baptist minister

ffor 10 years, a licensed barber for five of those 10
years, and she loves the combination. "You have to
like people to be a minister or a barber, and I like
people," she says. "I have a genuine interest in people.Quite simply, being able to relate to people is a
ltrge part of my success."
However, if faced with a choice between the two

professions, she would have to choose her ministry,^because there.is such need in the world."
Julia Swindell traces her spiritual awakening

back to when she was nine years old . when she was
first called to the ministry.

Julia Swindell has owned the Beneath The Elms
Barber and Style Shop for almost four years now.
But, probably due to its location, the shop has not
been very well publicized. Contrary to what you
might think, the shop does not cater strictly to a
black clientele.

She employs one white stylist and one black
stylist, besides herself. Many of her customers are
long-time customers and not all of them are black.
They all are used to being greeted with Swindell's
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cheery smile and optimistic nature. That, alongwith expert service, has kept many customers comingback.

Swindell likes to rephrase an old saying so it
reads, "Behind every good woman, there's a man."
Her husband, Jesse Swindell, is a deacon at EmmanuelBaptist Church and her source of encouragement.She says of him, "He always encouragedme when I doubted myself and my mission.He is a very important part of my life and
ministry."

In addition to her ministry and the barber shop,

"Ihavea genuine interest in people"
. Rev. Julia Swindell

Swindell has been successful in other endeavors.
She is a loving mother and serves as an associate
pastor at Emmanuel Baptist Church, where she fills
in wherever needed. She says she "enjoys missionarywork, because there is more to church work
than just singing and preaching."

In 1975, she received the "Scroll of Honor"
awarded by the National Association of Negro
Business and Professional Women's Club. In 1956,
she was selected to appear in the memorial edition
of "Community Leaders & Noteworthy'
Americans.^ Locally,, she serves on the Forsyth
County Zoning Board of Adjustments and has servedas voting judge for the Southeast District for
four years. She also is a licensed notary public.
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Julia Swindell's winning smile welcomes custom
Shop (photo by James Parker).

Black business woman, barber, minister, public
servant - in spite of the long list of accomplishments,Julia Swindell is not a complicated
person.

Her motto for life is simple, found in Micah 6:8:
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He has showed you, O man, what is good; and what
does the Lord require ofyou, but to do justice ana
to love kindness and to walk humbly with you/God?
She «ays, "If everyone would learn to do this, we

would live in a better world."

. Revival begins
» at Bethlehem

The Rev. W.F. Lawrence Jr.
invites the public to attend annualrevival services tob^.hqld atI the Bethlehem AME Zion^Church. Services will begin on
Sunday, Oct 7, with the Rev.
William M. Conrad, assistant
pastor of Smith Grove AME
Zion Church. Services will beI held at 7 D.m. Oct. 8 thrnuah
Oct. 10. The guest speaker will be
the Rev. Bernard H. Sullivan Jr.,
pastor at East Stone Wall AME
Zion Church in Charlotte, N.C.
Rev. Sullivan is from Massillion,
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