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The city Planning Department
last week unveiled its long-
awaited ward realignment plan to
the General Committee of the
Board of Aldermen -- only to go
back again and redraw the lines
again later in the week.

The General Committee
delayed voting on the plan pen-
ding a review of recent popula-
tion figures and alterations in the
proposal.

Alderman Larry Womble re-
quested that City Manager Bill
Stuart and the Planning Depart-
‘ment staff attempt to get those
figures so he could get a better
understanding of the new ward
plan.

In 1981, the city revised the
ward plans. Since the realign-
ment, the city has annexed two
areas which caused inequities in
ward population counts.

The ideal mean size for a ward
is 17,886. Under the current ward
lines, ward populations range
from a high of 2,804 above the
mean size in the Northwest Ward
to 700 below the average in the
Southeast Ward.

Planners propose new ward lines

oy

- ed from 14,09810 13,823, a gain

of 726.

In the Southeast Ward, the
,ward was 700 below the ideal
mean size, but that figure increas-
ed to only 193 below ideal size

after the realignment.

Although Southeast Ward
Alderman Larry Womble gained
some areas which the ward lost in
the last revision, he was concern-
ed about the present plan because
it was based on 1980 census data.

Womble’s total ward popula-
tion increased from 17,186 to
17,693, an increase of $07. The
number of blacks increased from
6,558 to 6,788, up by 230.

However, Womble still ex-
pressed concern about the plan
because the city has changed in
population since the 1980 census.

*“I want to base my decision on
the best information possible,’’
Womble said.

lines be drawn in order to correct
the population disparity.’

On Tuesday, Womble said he
was satisfied with new revisions
to the ward boundaries worked
out last week. Those changes add
Goldston and Timlic streets to his
ward, as well as parts of William-
son and an area near Skyline
Village.

Southwest Ward Alderman
Lynne Harpe and Northwest
Ward Alderman Martha S.
Wood were generally in agree-
ment with the plan.

-

Before the proposed revisions,
the Southwest Ward was 620
below the ideal mean, but after
the revisions it climbed to 93
above the mean. The total
population in the ward increased
from 17,266 to 17,979, an in-
crease of 713.

In the Northwest Ward, the old

“My concern is that the the boundary lines be drawn to
correct the population disparity.’’

e s

-- Larfy Womble

Womble pressed his point ask-
ing City Manager Bill Stuart if his
staff couldn’t provide more curr-
rent population counts.

—If the board approves the revi-—Stuart told the alderman that

sions presented last Tuesday
night, the ward population
figures would range from 93
above in the Southwest Ward to
206 below the mean size in the

East Ward.
, The proposed revisions do not
cause any radical shifts of

populations. The. predominantly
black wards remain relatively
stable, except for ‘Alderman
Larry Little’s North Ward, which
loses black residents to the East
Ward.

At the committee meeting in
City Hall, James E. Yarbrough
Jr., assistant planning director,
introduced the plan.

Yarbrough told the alderman
that the planning staff tried to
make as few changes as possible
and that it tried not to uproot

no other level of government
could provide the expertise and
resources for an accurate count
better than the Bureau of Census.

“In my opinion, I cannot im-
agine any other level of govern-
ment that could handle a census
count with your deadline,”’ said
Stuart, referring to the January
deadline when the revisions must
be presented to the city Board of
Elections. The new plan must be
adopted no later than Jan. 21 to
allow the elections board to

prepare for next year’s alder-
manic elections.

Stuart said the board could re-
quest a census count next year,
but the count would be useless,
considering the January deadline
which confronts the board.

“I feel strongly that we ought
to go ahead and move on this

mmunithé§" “Wiith histm“"“ Little saidvomm s ;

ad been in a ward.

“I believe this plan addresses
those particular concerns express-
ed by the committee,”’ Yar-
brough said. He said the revisions
would bring the wards into com-
pliance with the ideal mean size
of 17,886 persons each.

Under the present ward plan,
the predominantly black North
Ward was 316 below the ideal
mean size. After the change, it
wil be 90 above the ideal mean
size.

Under the revised boundary,
the North Ward grows in size
from 17,570 to 17,976, an in-
crease of 406 people.

But the number of blacks
declined, after the ward lost a

section of the Liberty Street and™{

Patterson Avenue section to the
East Ward. The black population
of the North Ward declined from
12,802 to 11,871, a loss of 931
residents,

North Ward Alderman Larry
Little expressed his concerns
about the revision, but generally
said he could live with the plan

A

"v-"l just want the Planning
Department to continue to work
with us on this issue,’’ Little said.

Before the changes, Alderman
Virginia Newell’s East Ward
ward was 650 people below the
ideal mean size, but after the
realignment the figure increased
to only 206 below the mean.

Overall, the East Ward gained
in total population from 17,236
to 17,680, a gain of 444 residents.
The number of blacks in her ward
climbed from from 16,003 to
16,524, a increase of 521.

The predominantly black Nor-
theast Ward went from 667 below
the mean population size to 92
above the average after the revi-
sions. :

Northeast Ward Alderman Vi-
vian Burke, however, gained
residents and increased the
number of blacks in her ward.

The revision increased the total-}

population from 17,219 to
17,978, an increase of 759. The

But Womble persisted, saying,
‘““My concern is that boundary

.committee . will ‘- discuss it

lines had the ward 2,804 persons
above the mean, but the revisions
dropped the figure to 58 above.

The population in the ward
would drop from 20,690 to
17,944, 2,746. T
Alderman Robert Nor- gage oytlg : o
thington’ West Ward population The {Chainn l‘he‘00unrry, Save ;g_es’grgest lug-
would not change, remaining at less, with oo fo{r Up some excitem Percent
17,944 under the revision. It is 58 for the Kitchen etail prices on everythi ent, for
above the ideal mean ward. fum Outfitteys. First | 9 You neey
South Ward Alderman “2TPING €QUipMEny, gy 1 21Y OUtdlooy Clothing
Ernestine Wilson’s ward popula- The Winstop, Y Packs, book gs ang m;.'}re
tion would drop from 17,979 to Grang Oban: "”'”lfht .
17,896, a decrease of 80. Under Some ¢ oo ng ?hundq.; Octope, 2
the revision, the ward’s popula- re NG for 5
tion would drop from 93 above to

10 above the mean.

_Harpe said the committee
would not act on the plan until Jra—
they receive additional census in- g
formation from the planning : f'
department.

“We’ll await the decision of
the population experts before ac-
ting on the plan,’’ she said.

After it receives the data, the
-in
November and possibly make a

recommendation to the Board of
Aldermen.
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1 Flannel nightwear
to bring sweet
dreams on frosty
winter nights!

Our value-priced soft cotton flanne!
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nightwear is a dream come true in
four popular styles: long or short
nightgowns and footed or unfooted
pajamas. All in a tempting array of

pretty prints.

Short gown regular $9 . ... .. .. 4.49
. Long gown regular $10 ... .. .. 4.99

Pajama regular $11 ... ... ... .5.49

Footed pajama regular $12. .. .5.99

ward’s black population increas-
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Women's sizes at similar savings
Ask about Sears credit plans

- or your money back

Satisfaction guaranteed

©Sears, Rosbuck and Co., 1984

Sears pricing policy: It an item i1s not described
as reduced or a special purchase, it is at its
regular price. A special purchase, though not
reduced, is an exceptional value.

Sale prices shown in this section
are in effect through Saturday.

Sears has a credit plan to suit
most any need.
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