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New documents
'puts you right
By HENRY DUVALL
Special To The Chronicle

Alter poring over more than 3
million documents in a locked
vault at the National Archives,
five historians have produced a

documentary histopteof slave
emancipation that ^Puts you
right on the scene."
"The Destruction of Slavery,"

an 852-page book published in
January, paints a scene'that has
gone largely unrecorded, based
oa. documentary witnesses to

emancipation.
The book chronicles the

transformation of the Civil War
into an unintended war against
slavery, since federal authorities
under the leadership of President
Abraham Lincoln had originally
insisted that the conflict "must
be a war to restore the national-*
union and nothing more."

But southern black slaves saw
the sectional conflict in a differentlight: a war for their
freedom.
And from this perspective, the

documents reveal the major role
slaves played in their own emancipation. a role that "saved"
the nation, says Joseph P. Reidy,
a history professor at Howard
University.

Reidy, one of the five editors
of the book, says, "We are trying
to make the reading public and
historical profession aware of the
essential connection between
Afro-American history and
American history. ...

"We are trying to convince a

wider audience that AfroAmericanssaved the Union and
destroyed slavery, and did them
both at the same time. This is the
only wax could've beenaccomplished,"he adds. .

"The Destruction of Slavery,"
published by the Cambridge
University Press, is the second
volume of a projected 10-volume
series called "Freedom: A
Documentary History of Emancipation,1861-1867."
>From the estimated more than *

> million documents examined
mostof them previously

unknown to scholars - the five
historians selected, catalogued
and indexed some 50,000 which
thgy h*lif!Vft tffll the stnry nf

emancipation.
The voices of slaves, as well as

slaveowners, Union and Confederatesoldiers, government officialsand even President Lincoln,are captured in the
documents. "These documents
are so vivid, they put you right on
the scene," Reidy says.
A fugitive slave named John

Boston, seeking freedom by servingthe Union Army, in 1862
wrote a letter to his wife,
Elizabeth: "... I trust the time

Will Come When We Shal meet
again And if We dont met on
earth We Will Meet in heven
Whare Jesas ranes (reigns)..."

In an 1864 letter to President
. Lincoln, a Maryland slave named
Annie Davis pleaded: "Mr. presidentIt is my Desire to be free, to
go to see my people on the
eastern shore, my mistress wont
let me you will please let me know
if we are free, and what i can do.
I write to you for advice. ..."

An apology
is not enough
By The Associated Press

LITTLETON, Colo. - A
special prosecutor said that an

apology was not enough and
charges may be filed against a

prospective juror for her racial
slur against a black man on trial
for murder.
The father of the woman had

asked the court last Thursday if
his daughter. Andrea Hnfnowi

v , -» ""RVJ,

24, of Aurora, could apologize
for making the remark.
She was jailed for several hours

last Wednesday for contempt of
court after a judge learned what
she had said.

But special prosecutor Craig
Silverman said last Thursday that
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on the scene'

Led by University of Maryland
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Project began in 1976.

The research found that the
slaves "put their loyalty, their
labor and their lives in the service
of the Union" to place the issue
of their freedom on the Civil War
agenda. *

For three years the research
team, which also includes
historians Barbara J. Fields of
the University of Michigan,
ThavoBa Gtymph orthe UtiHter- ~

sity of Texas at Arlington and
Lesbe S. Rowland of the-Universityof Maryland, worked in a
vault at the National Archives to
explore the possibility of writing
a history of emancipation from
the perspective of those emancipated.
Examining more than 3 million

documents took its toll at times
on Reidv. who was recentlv
honored by the American
Historical Association, along
with two other editors, for their
work on the first "Freedom"volume,"The Black Military Experience."

"It was emotionally exhausting,and I was drained by
the horror," he says.
Then he would feel a "sense of

exhilaration" when he saw how
the slaves persevered and made
gradual achievements. "The kind
of power in these documents is
just overwhelming."
Through persistence, the

historians found that the slaves
"forced federal soldiers, Union
and Confederate policymakers
and eventually their own masters
into positions they never intended
to hold - (and) became the prime
movers in seeming their own

liberty."
"We are telling the story of a

number of emancipations, which
are part of the overall process of
slave emancipation," Reidy says.
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"Allah (God) will not chance
the condition of a people until
they change what is within
themselves," he said, again
quoting Muhammad. "How do
we surpass what the reality of this
country is? The struggle begins
with the self. We must change
ourselves in order to change
society. If you are not willing to
struggle, it doesn't matter if
you're black."
Al-Amin became known in the

'60s as a militant, primarily
because of his stand that blacks
should arm themselves and controltheir own communities. But
he said the title was a misnomer.

"If a man steps on your foot,
is it militant because you scream,
or is it militant because you push
him off?" he said. "We must be
careful that we do not let the ones
that oppress us define us."

"I have always sought truth,"
he said. "My involvement in the
'60s came as a result of believing
that what I was doing was right."
Al-Amin said he converted to

Islam for the same reason.
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themselves to be defined simply
by color, he said.
One of the tools of oppressors

is taking away the ability of a

people to define themselves, he
said.
"How do we define black people?"he asked. "They have tried

to define us \>y color, but the
strongest bond between people is
belief. Peoplehood is determined
by belief. This is not a struggle of
color; it's a struggle of right versuswrong."
Al-Amin described Islam as "a

program of austerity that enables
one to deal with any situation you
may encounter in life." Islam encompassesfaith in Allah (Ood),
prayer, fasting, sincerity and
seriousness, he said.

"It is a simple way, it is direct
and straight," he said. "It is a
state where men are applauded L

I
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Apartheidfirsth
A Fourfold System
Members of the delegation reported glaringdifferences and inequalities in the educationsystems provided for South African

students.
The South African school system is dividedinto four separate systems for whites,

blacks, coloreds (those of mixed racial
parentage) and Asians.
Thompson said that there is a "high differentialin funding and a high differential in

academic programs.*'
"We found that, in the schools, by state

policy, for every $1 a black African receives,
a colored receives $5, Asians $9 and whites
JlO," Thompson saicT. "Additionally", dRT
state government controls syllabi for each
program taught in Africa. Blacks are being
taught the basics. That means that blacks are

taught arithmetic and whites are taught
algebra."
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Thompson also said that black students
are hindered by the fact that, until the fourth
grade, - they are taught in their native
languages, not English.

Moreover, only 2 percent of the teachers
in black schools have baccalaureate degrees,
and only 20 percent have completed high
school. Thompson termed the situation "the
blind leading the blind."
The delegation found that, not only is

there an abundance of white teachers, but
the ratio of students to teachers is much
lower in white schools.
There are 33 students for every teacher in

black schools, while in white schools the
ratio drops to 10 students for every teacher.

'The Way Things Are'

When the Americans, who met with South
Africa's minister of education for African
schools, questioned the inequality of the
school systems, Thompson said they were
told simply that "that's just the way things
are/'

"Officials offered no apologies, and they
often said, Tm for that; however, our

government will not agree,' " Thompson
said. "In some instances, they said apartheid
enabled blacks to lead a better life than they
would otherwise lead. They told us they caniv
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and that if we wanted to help we should send
someone to help them."
Thompson said the school officials suggestedthat the delegation arrange to have a

center set up in South Africa to train black
students.
They also asked that Americans bring

black South Africans to America to study
and send them back to teach in the schools.
Members of the delegation visited Cape

Town, Johannesburg, Soweto, Pretoria and
the University of the North.

A Nation Of Contrasts

passports, delegation members were affordedprivileges that black residents do not
receive.
Thompson said he was impressed by the

scenic beauty in South Africa.
"It is a beautiful country,'* he said.

'There is not a pothole in the street, no ttash
and the country is very rich in mineral
resources."
Even though its members carried white

passports, Thompson said the delegation
was carefully monitored during its visits to
school campuses.
Men with walkie-talkies were never far

behind the group during visits to the colleges
and discussions with rectors.

The signs of poverty and unrest, Thompsonsaid, were never far away.
"It was hard for us to sleep at night, and
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ing," Thompson said. "We knew conditions
were deplorable, and we knew the economics
were deplorable. But we didn't know it was
by design. That was inhumanity like I've
never seen before."
Thompson said the black Americans saw

young mothers who chewed part of their
food before giving it to their children and
residents who walked nearly a mile for
water. He also said the group narrowly missedviewing black students being shot in the
streets by soldiers. 1

A Lukewarm Reception i
i

Black students were not entirely receptive >

to the American delegation, Thompson said. *

Many felt the black Americans were out- 1
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siders who could do little to help the cause of
black South Africans.
"Some of the blacks said,.'You represent

Ronald Reagan, who is not in our favor,' "

said Thompson. 'They had the attitude that
if we, as black Americans, could not help
ourselves, we could do little to help them.
The feeling that we got was that blacks in
South Africa want socialism, not capitalism
and not communism. They want a system
that will allow the masses to rise."

Black South Africans also appear to place
more emphasis on equality than integration,
Thompson said.

Reports And Recommendations.

Following its return to the United States,
the delegation met with Vice President
George Bush and Secretary of State George
Shultz to report its findings. .

The delegation's recommendations includedmaking more books and materials
available to black schools, sending American
teachers to Africa to upgrade faculties and
offering black Africans scholarships to study

atAmerican schools.
Thompson said the delegation is confident

that its proposals will be acceptable to both
the American government and the blacks in
South Africa.

Literacy And Liberation

"Blacks in South Africa say, 'Liberation
now, education later/ " Thompson said.
"We're saying* 'Continue your education as

you fight for liberation, for, once you gain
liberation, you must be literate?* They said
to us, 'Do not send big bucks and free the
government of its responsibility. Send things
that we can use at the grassroots level.'
"We have no firm commitment, but we

think the American government is loooking
at spending about $20 million in attempting
to respond to the recommendations."
Other members of the delegation from

North Carolina Were Dr. Robert L.
Albright, president of Johnson C. Smith
University; Dr. Robert J. Brown, a High
Point businessman; Dr. William H. Greene,
president of Livingstone College; Dr. Isaac
Miller, president of Bennett College; Dr.
Stanley H. Smith, president of Shaw University,and Mamie Thompson, consultant to
:he president at Shaw,
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