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Special commission accuses officials of gross negligence in MOVE tragedy

By LEE LINDER

oy LEELINDER should have been rejected out of hand by the analysis. ‘‘A homicide caused by an intentional act - PrejRdice, ‘‘consciously or unconsciously,” in-
ssociat 88 riter m.yor the mmasm! dl.l'ector the pohce LommlS' cannot u “cusd as &ddent‘l even if dtllh was ﬂucnced lhe u‘a‘ic évent. Thc 10 CommiSSion
Reiated editorial an.Ad. sioner and the fire commissioner,’’ said commission not intended."’ members said it wouldn't have occurred if ‘‘the

members, calling the action “‘reckless, ill<conceived

MOVE house had been situated in a comparable
PHILADELPHIA -- The special commission in- and hastily approved.”’

: The commission charged Goode and his aides  White neighborhood.”
estigating the violent MOVE confrontation last with “‘a reckless disregard for life and property’’
and said the mayor ‘‘abdicated his responsibilities’’ Kauffman also disagreed that evidence showed

during the siege, in which police fired more than  police used excessive force in trying to force MOVE
report before taking any action about a grand jury. 10,000 bullets.

week unanimously recommended that a grand jury District Attorney Ronald Castille, whose office

be impaneled to consider criminal charges, would prosecute, has said he wants to study the
although it did not specify individuals for grand

jury consideration, and condemned Mayor W.
Wilson Goode and his top aides for their handling
of the tragedy.

members out, or that the gunfire prevented MOVE
members from exiting.

Running The City
The report, although it did not recommend that a

SN Mgusy.cmdeaummhm;awm
negligence in the May 13, 1985, siege of the radical
group’s headquarters which left 11 people dead snd ~-
sparked a fire that raced through the west
Philadelphia neighborhood. Sixty-one houses were
destroyed.

Goode; in an appearance on WPVETVS-“AN—
~— Phitadelotia*show-before the Tenor e
said he was not ‘‘overly concerned about the grand

jury’’ prospect. ‘‘My concern is to run the city,’’ he -
said.

He refused to respond to spetifics in the report,
saying, ‘“‘I'm not ready for it now.”” He said he
planned to address the city on television and to hold
a press conference on all aspects of the report.

Harsh Findings

The request for a grand jury investigation was the
harshest of the 31 findings and conclusions reached
by the 11-member panel appointed by the mayor.
The 70-page report released last week was substan-
tially the same as a draft that was leaked to the
media the previous weekend.

-

He also said he planned to make some recom-
mendations at the press conference based on the
commission’s findings.

Although the commission found that ‘‘the
managing director told the mayor, in a conversation
overheard by two other people, that the police
would drop the explosives from a helicopter,”’
Goode said the report did not contradict his
testimony that he was essentially unaware of the
plan.

Goode and former Managing Director Leo

Brooks, former Police Commissioner Gregore Sam-

bor and Fire Commissioner William Richmond

were accused of being ‘‘grossly negligent,”’ par-

s ticularly in regard to the deaths of five children of
' MOVE members.

““They don't disagree with my version,’’ he said
of the report, contending that it only reflected ‘‘dif-
ferent points of view.’’

The children’s deaths “‘appear to be unjustified
homicides which should be investigated’’ by a grand
jury, the commission said. However, the report did

not specify any individuals for possible investiga-
tion.

Still" Seeking Re-Election
A High Cost

Goode repeated that he wouldn’t resign and
wouldn’t change his plans to seek re-election to a se-
cond four-year term in 1987.

Only two MOVE members, a woman and a boy,
escaped, and dozens of other homes were damég\ed
——in the conflagration that began when police drop-
ped a bomb on the fortified MOVE townhouse. The

fire already has costthe city more than $15 million ~~ An Inexcusable Act One Man Disagreed The report contains only the summation and
as it rebuilds the houses and pays for losses of pro- :

) ' . recommendations reached after five weeks of hear-
perty. Dropping the bomb was discussed, rehearsed  Commission member Bruce Kauffman, a former  ings last fall. A more omprehensive report,
and planned, therefore, it was an intentional act,’’

= : . A¢tH  Pennsylvania Supreme Court justice, disagreed possibly 1,000 pages long, is expected to be released
Dropping a bomb on an occupied rowhouse wrote commission member Charles Bowser in his with the other 10 members, who alleged that racial  before the summer.

Goode, a Democrat, is the city’s fll'Sl blagk
-mayor. o
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have sold well in England, where the studio to record songs for his
he has made several concert ap- first album on the new label at
pearances. Hairston said he has the end of this month. Hairston
made as many as two trips to said he will record half of the
England in a month’s time and album in Los Angeles and the
~ finds the music there “‘hotter and  other half in New York. He pro-
more exciting”’ than in the States. nfised, however, that he will
Hairston’s latest album, always remember where home is.
““‘Genie,’”’ was recorded in 1984 “I'll be spending a lot of time
and released in seven countries, going back and forth from coast
but it only recently debuted in to coast,’” he said, ‘‘but Winston-
America. A song from that LP, Salem is my home and I'm going
““On the Shelf,”’ is rising fast on to keep a place here.”’
the R&B charts. In an industry where only a
You work for what you get in relative handful of singers
the music business, Hairston said achieve even a measure of star-
3 — and it’s very much a business. dom, Hairston said he realizes
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Pre-Saint Patrick’s Da Dance
Sunday Niqht March 16th — 8 . “‘Until”’

adles Wearing “Green”’ Are “Admitted ree!"
Gents Wearing ““Green’’ Are Entitled to a $1.00 Discount on Admission!
/lFree Draft Beer As Long As It Lasts!!
Come celebrate this Irish holiday at the Odsis Downtown, the private club with all ABC permits
available for your pleasure.
Also providing the best ‘‘Disco and Live Entertainment’’ for your cultural enrichment.

TR We Are Open 7 Nights Weekly. Doors Open at 6 p.m.
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4
“It was really hard for me he’s among a fortunate few. at Sixth Street "Free Salad Bar’’ Every Weekend" 724-2371
: along the way,’’ he said. ‘“‘I've ‘‘Not everybody makes it to g T T
been having to prove myself in the top,”” he said. “There are
order for big labels to take millionaires in the business who
k notice. It’s a glamorous business still have not been signed with a

but it is also very stressful and major label. It took a lot of work

o 23,100 st o e ot e end Py o Easter Basketball Tournament
remember that because it’s the came together. I think I’m going

only way you can survive.” to do fine.” FIRST AN NUAL TOURNAMENT

a. Hairston feels as comfortable w
: performing pop music as he does The Winston-Salem = "

R&B and enjoys mellow ballads | Ghronlcle o ormoarin Co Spoqsored by WAAA Radio and

as much as he does dance music. | every Thursday by the The Winston Lake Family YMCA

When asked about his all-time

Winston-Salem Chronicle

favorite singer, he answered Publishing Co. Inc., 617 N. F .d & S d
without hesitation. L;::aer?y sntg M.mnn:.ddr.“: rl ay atur ay

; ““Elvis Presley, no doubt,” he Post Office Box 3154,

said. “‘He was so bad. He was Winston-Salem, N.C. 27102. ; |
just it. Nobody was as bad as he Phone: 722-8624. Second- '
was.'t . class postage paid at

; Halrsgim alsri; lists Lu;hgi Van- Winston-Salem, N.C. 27102.
ross, Diana Ross an onne The Winston-Salem
.Warwick among his favorite liv- Chronicle is a charter FOl' a“ boys ageS 12"15
ing performers. Vandross, he member of the Newsfinder
said, sang background on his first

service of the Associated

album. Prass and a memberial the This is an opportunity for boys in the Middle School to
Having performed at some of Audit Bureau of Circula- compete in a highly competitive Basketball Tournament. The

New York's most, fashionable | tijgns, the National Tournament will enhance their physical fitness, self-esteem,

night spots, including Studio 54, Newspaper Publishers ) .

Hairston has crossed paths with | Association. the North sportsmanship and sense of fair play.

several top entertainers, but he Carolina Press Association Registration deadline: March 22, 1986, 2 p.m.

seems unfazed by their fame. and the North Carolina

“I feel right at home.” he said Registration fee: $5.00/player or $50/team

Black Publishers Associa-
matter-of-factly. ‘‘They’re just

tion.

lik d . They lik .
have fun just ke we do, butthey | ye s DeCTBON: $18.52 per The Winston Lake Family YMCA IS

have to be a little more careful.”

Hairston’s songs. He will go into

Haltiici’s Sriduction cocs g"‘f:e’:’ f‘m‘f‘.:o“:';: ':g_g‘o' The complete health-fitness center for you and your family.
mzde(d:ugﬁel:g::;g%n;‘l :’;; for out-of-town delivery. 901 Watemorks Road ‘
still will help produce most of :.',’,':';:fmc’" ore NG, For more information call Norm Joyner, 724-9205




