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By JOHN SHANAHAN
Associated Press Writer

> NEW YORK - Mayor Edward
I. Koch says religious leaders will
meet at City Hall ihis week to

S make a plea for "racial and
j religious harmony" in the wake
* of recent bias-related assaults.

He said the gathering will in
elude high-ranking Christian and

/ Jewish leaders as well as those
; from individual parishes or con'

!gregations.
Koch said they will discuss reicent racial incidents, such as the

beating that led to the death of a

j. black man in Howard Beach last ~

Dec. 20 and what can be done to
«

% eliminate racism of all kinds.
I "Weeare all horrified," the

t* mayor said. ,

He made the announcement of
;! the meeting at a City Hall

ceremony last week at which
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Ruby C. Shuler, 44, of 705 N. C
died Saturday, Jan. 3, in Winston-Ss

^ a native of Monroe County and
* Winston-Salem for 27 years.

Mrs. Shuler was a member of Clev
'"'Christian Church. She is survived by

Cora Frazier of the home, Laura H
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Roy R. Jackson, 70, of 4134 Rosa
day, Jan. 5, in Winston-Salem. He w

.Winston-Salem and attended tl
t Salem/Forsyth County schools.
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Church of God and a veteran of Wor
is survived by a stepmother, Leon;

<"Winston-Salem; one sister, Gertru
Z+ Detroit; two brothers, Isaiah Jac

dianapolis, Md., and Floyd Jacksor
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iders will plea
trophies were given to nine New
York City public school students
who were chosen as winners in a

poetry contest on the subject of
"racial and ethnic harmony."
One of the youngsters, Michael

Wells, 10, recited in part, "The
people of the world are like the
colors of the rainbow. The colors
work together to make a

beautiful sight!"
Koch told the students, their

teachers,1 parents and principals
tnat "the most recent incidents
(of racism) are not new, they are

simply the latest events, not just
in the city, but the country at

large. We have to recognize that,
regrettably, racism is too alive
and too well."
He added, "I can say that

without blaming anybody, we
have all failed, whether it be in
the schools, in the homes or into
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churches or into synagogues. We
have all failed. Or in covemmpnt
if this exists."
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The New York Times publisheda poll last week in which about

a third of the 900 city residents
questioned said that many or

almost all blacks and whites in.
the city dislike each other, and
that a racial attack like the one in
Howard Beach could have happenedin their own

neighborhoods.
Respondents to the telephone

survey were about evenly split on

Koch's handling of the case, with
39 percent approving and 36 percentdisapproving, the newspaper
reported. '

Koch commented that the poll
showed he still had a "hard core"
of support for his efforts to ease

tensions.
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