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identity of actuai King 
assassin remains mystery

MEMPHIS, Tenn. - Ii is the 
evening of April 4, 1968. The 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. leans 
over a balcony railing at The Lor
raine Motel. The crack of a single 
shot from a high-powered rifle 
shatters the air.

Suddenly, he's gone.
This much is clearly document

ed. But who killed the 39-year-old 
civil rights leader and winner of

the Nobel Peace Prize?
James Earl Ray, the small-time 

thief who pleaded guilty, has 
spent the past 20 years trying to 
prove he didn't do it. He talks of a 
shadowy "Raoul."

Other principals in the case hold 
widely varying opinions: Ray's 
attorneys disagree on whether he 
was the triggerman; the prosecu
tor acknowledges he wasn't confi
dent about the case; the chairman 
of a congressional committee that 
studied the assassination says he 
still thinks Ray was part of a larg- 
CT, unsolved conspiracy.

The questions remain. What of 
the cigarette butts found in the 
getaway car _ given that Ray did 
not smoke? What of the clothing 
in two sizes in the car's trunk?

The fatal shot came from a 
communal bathroom at the rear 
of a flophouse across a narrow 
street from The Lorraine Motel. 
Ray maintains he was not in that 
bathroom when the shot was 
fired.

"I was a few blocks away, try
ing to get a tire fixed on my car," 
he said in a recent interview with 
The Associated Press at Brushy 
Mountain State Prison, where he 
is serving a 99-year sentence. 
"When I started back to my room 
I saw a police roadblock had 
been set up; it was about that 
time that I heard on my car radio 
King had been shot and the 
police were looking for a man in 
a white Mustang, the same kind 
of car I was driving, so I took off 
for Atlanta."

Ray, who had checked into the 
rooming house the day King was 
killed, said he was in Memphis to 
take part in an illicit gun-running 
scheme.'He said the scheme was 
concocted by a mystery man 
named Raoul, an international 
smuggler whom Ray contends he 
met several months earlier at a 
waterfront bar in Montreal.

He also says Raoul, whom he 
describes as a blond man with a 
Latin American accent, set him up 
to be framed for King's murder.

"The fact is I don't know who 
killed King," said Ray, who 
recently turned 60. "I only plead
ed guilty because I was desperate. 
I had been in isolation for eight 
months in the Memphis jail, and 
Percy Foreman was pressuring me 
to cop a plea. He was telling me 
my family would get in trouble 
and I'd get the death penalty if I 
didn't do what he said."

Foreman, the Houston attorney 
who represented Ray when he 
entered his guilty plea March 10, 
1969. angrily disputes these 
assertions.

ed Ray to commit such an act. 
Foreman said, "It was racism. His 
conversations simply steamed 
with racist remarks."

Ray, who was a fugitive from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary at 
the time King was killed, denies 
he harbored any ill will toward 
King and defies anyone to prove 
otherwise.

"King was just another politi
cian to me," he said. "Why would 
I want to do something like kill a 
big-shot politician, me a fugitive, 
and bring all that heat down on 
myself?"

He admits buying the rifle, a 
Remington Gamemaster, 30.06 
caliber, that authorities say was 
the murder weapwn. But he says 
he bought, at a Birmingham, 
Ala., gun shop, at Raoul’s instruc
tion and with money provided by 
Raoul.

"I gave the rifle to Raoul," Ray 
said. "If I had been buying it to 
kill King, you can bet I wouldn't 
have bought it at a gun shop. I 
would have gotten it from a fence, 
so it couldn't have been traced."

Birmingham lawyer Arthur 
Hanes Sr. said he tends to believe 
that story. He represented Ray for 
four months before Foreman.

Easter Surprises
Students in Vera Ledbetter's kindergarten class at Mineral Springs Elementary School proudly display Easter bunnies they constmetK 
of plastic jars (photo by Santana).

"I've never believed Ray shot 
King," said Hanes, a former FBI 
agent and one-time Birmingham 
mayor. "I personally stood in that 
flophouse bathroom and looked 
across to the motel balcony where 
the Rev. King was standing when 
he was shot. It was a difficult 
angle. Ray simply didn't have 
enough expertise with rifles to 
make a shot like that, in my opin-

Hanes also said he had never 
heard Ray utter a single racist 
statement.

"I've given this case a lot of 
thought, and I’ve concluded 
someone assisted Ray," he added, 
"but I can't say who."

The case should have gone to 
trial, he said, "to clear the air, if 
nothing else. I tried to get the 
judge to try the case, but he said 
there was loo much pressure, 
from the government and the 
Memphis business community, to 
accept a guilty plea and avoid the 
publicity that a trial would gener-

died a week after Ray's guilty 
plea. However, the chief prosecu
tor, Philip Canale, acknowledged 
last week that, contrary to Fore
man's assertion, he had been 
happy to get a plea from Ray.

ate.
The judge, W. Preston Battle,

"It would have been a big, 
time-consuming and expensive 
trial with dozens and dozens of 
wimesses from all over the coun
try,” said Canale, now an assis
tant U.S. Attorney in Memphis. 
"I have never regretted the guilty 
plea because we got a substantial 
sentence. Also, I didn’t want to 
take a chance on getting a cranky 
juror and having a mistrial."
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"The s.o.b. got down on his 
knees and thanked me for saving 
his life when I told him I had got
ten the prosecutor to go along 
with a guilty plea," Foreman said 
when contacted in Houston 
recently.

Foreman, now in his mid-^ 
says he thinks Ray was extremely 
fortunate not to have stood trial. 
He also rejects Ray's story about 
Raoul. "I think he acted alone," 
said.

Askccfwhat might have motivat-

SPECIAL OFFER* FOR SALE BY OWNER 
1986 VOLVO 740 GLE $16,999

Blue w/Black leather, loaded

*1985 TRANS-AM*
LOADED, MUST SEE!

2-door, black, tow mileage, T-roof

AFTER EASTER SALE
GREENSBORO

1988 DODGE OMNI AMERICA
Stock #201

«6199
Plus tax & tags.

1988 DODGE DAKOTA

^8199

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
TRIANGLE DODGE OFFE, 

EXTENDED SERVICE HOI

Plus tax & tags 
After $750 Rebate to us

Stock #4110, 5 speed, air conditioning, ™
power steering & brakes AM/FM stereo, chrome bumper, 
mag wheels & tires, bed rails, designer stripes, door edge guard

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

TVES & THVRS 7:00 A.M. TO 9:00

1988 DODGE LANCER ES

® 12,299Stock #2100
4-Dr., AT, bucket seats w/console, 
AC, speed control, tilt wheel, power 
windows & seats, power steering 
& brakes and more.

Plus tax & tags 
After 750 Rebate to Us

SATURDAY 7:00 A.M. TO 1: P.M. 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE OR USE OUR OVER! 

DROP BOX
★ ★ ★ ★ ★

1988 DODGE 600 4-DR.

nO,7S
> 4-pr., one owner, 17K mites, 

fully equipped

Stock # 1900 
Vtry loaded! AT. AC. 
rear window defrost, 
speed control, tilt 
wheel, power steering & 
brakes, AM/FM stereo, 
and more.

Plus tax & taj 
After $500 Rebate

1988 DODGE D-lOO PICKUP
stock #3600. ^8607

'85 Ford Escort
2-<Joor, Wat*

$3795

■86 Dodge D 50 Pickup $5950
Black, S speed, 23K mites, extra clean

Plus tax & tags.
After $1000 Rebate To Us,

1988 DODGE CARAVAN
Stock# 4702 Air conditioning.

'82 Buick Regal
Z^door, gray, SPECIAL PRICE.

1988 DOIX^ VAN CONVEK
stock # 2805 "UST PRICE" 1
^sedroof. Triangle Dodge Discount
concerted ______ -

“^18,0


