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Mistrial declared in Hairston rape case
^ BRING THIS AD ,

By VALERIE ROBACK GREGG 
Chronicle Staff Writer

An 18-year-old city man faced 
a mandatory life sentence if con
victed this week of raping a 9- 
year-old girl, and the now 10-year- 
old girl suffered the memory of 
"something awful” happening to 
her and being called a liar in court.

The jury mulled over three 
days of testimony Tuesday as it 
tried to determine whether 18- 
year-old Chris D. Hairston of 1070 
Betty Dr. raped a 9-year-old girl 
who lives in his Southeast Win
ston neighborhood.

After testimony from numer
ous doctors, psychiatrists, psy
chologists, neighbors and a play
mate of the alleged victim, the 
jury couldn't make up its mind. 
After a morning of deliberations 
Tuesday, the jury told Forsyth 
County Superior Court Judge 
Joseph R. John that it was stuck in 
a 7-5 deadlock, with no indication 
that jurors' conclusions would 
soon change. On Wednesday 
morning, a mistrial was declared, 
resulting in Hairston's acquittal.

Hairston was charged with 
raping the child in an Easton Park 
picnic shelter one summer day 
during Jime, 1987. The child told 
no one of the alleged incident until 
September when she began run
ning away from home. When 
asked why she was repeatedly run
ning away from home, she told 
doctors and psychiatrists she was 
afraid Hairston would "get her" 
because she told what he allegedly 
did to her.

Hairston said he had never 
seen the alleged victim before, 
although she lived close by, 
according to defense attorney K. 
Clay Dawson.

A doctor who gave the child a 
pelvic examination testified that 
physical evidence showed her 
hymen was broken, indicating she 
had been sexually violated in 
some way. No physical evidence, 
however, could prove when it 
occurred or who had done it.

The alleged victim said 
Hairston drove up in a baby blue 
Chevrolet Nova on the day she 
was raped.

A friend of the alleged victim 
(whom we will call "Jane") testi
fied that she went to Easton Park 
with her one day in June, and that 
they saw Hairston there playing 
basketball. "Jane" said the two 
friends parted company before the 
alleged victim got home. Assistant 
District Attorney Janet Branch 
said. "’Jane’ said she saw Chris in 
the park and when she left the 
park, Chris was in the park, and 
(the alleged victim) was in the 
park," Branch said in her closing 
arguments.

Dawson, however, said 
"Jane’s" testimony discredited the 
alleged victim's. The two friends 
saw Hairston playing basketball at 
the park and simolv laughed at

him, Dawson said. "'Jane' said 
(the alleged victim) said, 'Look at 
old, fat Chris, and his stinky, old 
shoes and his stinky, old socks, 
and his panties are showing. Fruit 
of the Loom."

The alleged victim was admit
ted into the Forsyth/Stokes Mental 
Health Center Sept. 23 because 
she was repeatedly running away 
from both home and school, 
according to testimony. Child

that had happened," Allen testi
fied. "She stated that she had been 
raped, but she didn’t know specifi
cally what that meant. She had 
been told that if she told, he'd 
come get her.

"How many people do you know who'll lie to get in 
trouble? ... Eleven times I can count that this child 
had to tell her story... And she never named any
one else, she never wavered about who it was, she 
never wavered about why she was so upset."

— Assistant District Attorney Janet Branch

"She didn't tell anyone until 
Sept. 1, when she began to show 
signs of nervousness. I diagnosed 
it as post-traumatic stress syn
drome."

"He was grounded in June, he couldn't go to the 
park. ... Your common sense is going to tell you 
that this is a story."

- Defense Attorney K. Clay Dawson

In closing arguments Monday, 
defense attorney Dawson said, 
"He was grounded in June, he 
couldn't go to the park."

Hairston's mother, Mary 
Truesdale, testified that he was 
grounded during the month of 
June and did not leave the house 
or drive his car. "Do you think he 
stayed in the house for a solid 
month," Branch said in closing, 
"Isn't it more important for him to 
lie or make up a story that he was 
not in the park in June or that the 
car wouldn't run in June? We lie 
to keep ourselves out of trouble. 
We’d certainly lie to keep our
selves out of prison.

"How many people do you 
know who'll lie to get in trouble? 
Would she lie so the cops could 
come to her house, so doctors 
could give you a pelvic exam 
when you're 9 years old, so she 
could cry for an hour up on the 
witness stand? She had to tell the 
story over and over. Eleven times 
I can count that this child had to 
tell her story... And she never 
named anyone else, she never 
wavered about who it was, she 
never wavered about why she was 
so upset."

Dawson, however, said the 
alleged victim made up much of 
her story, saying she changed the 
circumstances and details of her 
account repeatedly. "Your com
mon sense is going to tell you that 
this is a story," Dawson told the 
jury in closing arguments.

Branch said, however, "Dr. 
Barnes (a witness) said that less 
than 15 percent of children tell 
something that's not true about 
sexual abuse."

The alleged victim wore a 
red-and-white polka dot dress and 
a red ribbon tied in her hair Mon
day and frequently pressed her 
hands against her temples and 
covered her eyes. During closing 
arguments, she was covering her 
face and rubbing her eyes. 
Hairston, meanwhile, was reading 
the newspaper.
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SALE NOW THRU SEPT.
Northslde Shopping Center 
3547 N. Patterson Ave.

Hanes Mall 
Winston-Salem

psychologist Dr. David Allen 
talked with her four times, he said. 
"She was not that cooperative, and 
she was very upset about things

Post-traumatic stress syn
drome afflicted many Vietnam 
War veterans after their return 
home, Allen said. The symptoms 
are usually marked by a delayed 
reaction to a traumatic experience. 
She was also having trouble sleep
ing and eating. Branch said.

When Hairston was ques
tioned in June about the matter, he 
did not mention being grounded. 
Branch said in her closing argu
ments.

Darrell's Salon of Beauty
Introduces

Melissa Addison
"A Hair Stylist"

During this introduction Melissa
will be offering off

Relaxers, Curls and Leisure Curls. 
She's also offering 

$3®® off all other services.

I

OFFER expires 9-17-88 - Walk-ins Welcomed
3618 Reynolda Road, Suite #12 (Old Town Area)
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HAVERTY'S
■makes it home- A WED. THRU FRI.10AM-8 PM 

SAT. 10-6 P.M.

BBSTrifflE

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS
FOR EVERY DOLLAR YOU SPEND AT OUR 

LOW EVERDAY SALE PRICE, YOU GET 20% IN 
ADDITIONAL MERCHANDISE ABSOLUTELY FREE!

With
With
With
With
With

100 purchase you get $ 
200 purchase you get $ 
300 purchase you get $

$
$
$
$ 500 purchase you get $100
$1000 purchase you get $200

20
40
60

With a $1500 purchase you get $300 
With a $2000 purchase you get $400 in

n FREE merchandise! 
n FREE merchandise! 
n FREE merchandise! 
n FREE merchandise! 
n FREE merchandise! 
n FREE merchandise! 

FREE merchandise!

ONLY AT HAVERTY'S
Credit always welcome! Use Haverty’s Revolving Charge 
Plan...your

-69-

No payments

’til November*
NOTICE; NEW STORE HOURS 

MON. THRU FRI. 10-8 P.M. 
SAT. 10 A.M.-6 p.m.

STRATFORD EXECUTIVE PARK 768-1000

tlASS & BUSi! SlIKl URLE

Sturdy brass & glass snack 
table perfect for serving 
drinks or snacks. Slides 
over sofa or use it as an 
end table. Easy to 
assemble. 15"x10’'x20"tall.

ONLY 2 PER CUSTOMER ^ P QO

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST.


