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Lakers playing at a high level-
but take things one at a time
By JOHN NADEL
Associated Press Sports Writer

PHOENIX --The Los Angeles
Lakers say they play one game at a
lime.

Four more times the way they've
been going in the playoffs and
they'll be NBA champions for the
third straight year.

"It's not really a big concern of
mine," Magic Johnson said of the
winning streak. "It doesn't matter to
me. We really don't even talk about
it

"We just did what we had to do,
and we'll go out and do it again
Snndayr-We'll keep taking it -one
game at a time and keep working
for our goal."

The Lakers will enter the NBA
finals against either Detroit or

Chicago. Even if the Lakers had
lost to the Suns, it would only have
delayed the inevitable. No NBA
team has never come back to win a
bcst-of-7 series after being down 0-
3.
"We could be the first," said Suns

rookie Dan Majerle, who missed a

pair of 3-point shots in the final sec¬
onds and had another shot blocked
by Mychal Thompson which would
have given his team the lead with a
half-minute to play had it been suc¬
cessful. "Nobody quits on this team.
If anybody can do it, it's us. We're
not giving up. I know that."
Johnson had a simple explanation

for the Lakers' success in the late
going.

"We always keep our poise," he
said. "We always feel if it's a close
game, we're going to win it."
The Lakers, who last June became

the first NBA team to win consecu¬

tive titles in 19 years, have now

won 15 straight games, counting the
regular season, and 12 consecutive

playoff games, dating back to last
year.

"The Lakers know how to win,"
said the Suns' Eddie Johnson.
'They've been there a lot of times.
They've taught us a valuable les¬
son." We've had opportunities to
win every game. That's what's jhost
disappointing."

The Suns certainly had a chance
. to win Friday night. They trailed
93-83 with 7:14 remaining in the
game after James Worthy scored
eight of his 29 points in a span of
2:18, but surged back and held a
105-102 lead when Armon Gilliam
put in a missed shot with 1:27 left.
Worthy made a pair of free throws

with 1:04 to go and Thompson, a 68
percent foul shooter, made two with
38 seconds left to put the Lakers
ahead for good.

Thompson then blocked the shot
by Majerle, was fouled by Majerle
and made another pair of free
throws with 22 seconds left. Majer¬
le missed two 3-point shots before
Michael Cooper made two more

"free throws with eight seconds
remaining to make it 1 10-105.

Kevin Johnson's dunk with four
seconds to go completed the scor¬

ing.
"I knew I was going to make

them," Thompson said of his foul
shots. "My teammates were pump¬
ing me up when I was on the line. I
just relaxed and told myself, 'Make
these 1 1 years in the league pay off.'
»i

Although just a rookie, Majerle
didn't second-guess himself for
putting up the three big misses in
the late going.
'The first one I thought was going

in," he said of his 3-point attempt
with 18 seconds left and the Suns
trailing by three. "I was surprised it
didn't go. The second one (with 10

seconds left and the Suns still trail¬
ing by three) was right on line. It
was just short.

"You've got to have confidence
you can make those shots or you
shouldn't be on the floor."
Worthy scored 14 of his 29 points

in the fourth quarter and also had 12
rebounds and three assists. Magic
Johnson had 20 points, 11 assists
and nine rebounds, and Michael
Cooper came off the bench to add
16 points for the Lakers, including
four 3-pointers.

"This is a special group of guys.
It's simply a great team," said Lak¬
ers coach Pat Riley as his club tries

~for-its~sixth~NBA~title this^dccade:
'They're addicted to winning. They
know if we can get one more Sun¬
day, we can move on."
Tom Chambers led the Suns with

26 points and eight rebounds. Kevin
Johnson had 22 points and 13
assists, and Jeff Hornacck had 21
points and 11 rebounds for Phoenix.

"We don't want to go down in
four. We're coming back strong
Sunday," said Phoenix coach Cotton
Fitzsimmons. "But you got to give
the Lakers credit. They've won
three games and they've done what
they needed to do to win."

The Lakers led 25-19 after one
quarter of play, but the Suns
outscored them 35-25 in the second
period to go ahead 54-50 at half-
time. Los Angeles then outscored .

Phoenix 32-21 in the third quarter
to take an 82-75 lead entering the
final 12 minutes.

"We just kept our poise, continued
to play tough," Worthy said. "I just
think we executed properly down
the stretch."

And, in all likelihood, executed
the Phoenix Suns.

Fans feel Rose should be suspended
if found guilty of wrongdoing
CINCINNATI (AP) -- The fans who

have cheered Pete Rose's greatest
moments as a player think he should
be suspended if there's evidence he
bet on baseball games.

Although fans of the Cincinnati
Reds manager say there's still hope he
could be cleared of gambling allega¬
tions, they're in strong agreement that
his status as baseball record-maker
shouldn't earn him special considera¬
tion if he is guilty.

An informal survey of two dozen
fans at Reds' game last week found
near-unanimous agreement oh two

things: baseball's investigation of
Rose has gone on too long, and any
proof of betting on Reds' games
should bring a harsh punishment."

"If the rule says so, I think he
should get it," said Alan Baumgartner,
a salesman from Geneva, Ind. "You
and I have to live by that. I think he
should, too. If he's guilty, he's guilty."

Rose, 48, is being investigated by
Commissioner A. Bartlctt Giamatti
for gambling. If Rose is found to have
bet on baseball, games, baseball rules
stipulate that he will be suspended for
a year. Betting on Reds' games would
bring a lifetime ban.

Rose still enjoys strong support in
his hometown, where the street that
borders Riverfront Stadium is named
"Pete Rose Way." The stadium has
been the site of some of Rose's most

publicized moments: his World Series
heroics in 1975-76, his 44-gaTnc hit¬

ting streak in 1978, his return as play¬
er-manager in 1984, and his record-
setting base hit No. 4,192 in 1985.
Two dozen fans, ranging in ages

from 9 to 76, were chosen at random
for interviews last week during a
Reds' homcstand. The responses show
Rose stHl enjoys support in defending
himself against the gambling allega¬
tions, but many fans are willing to
believe the worst - if Giamatti can

supply the evidence. -

"I definitely think he'll get a fair
hearing by the commissioner," Baum¬
gartner said, between bites of a hot
dog before a game. "The commission¬
er is fair. I don't think there would
have been an investigation of Pete if
there weren't problems."

Chess Is Bad! Check It Out!
Wednesday nights, the
best place to hang out is
at the Salvation Army
Boys' Club. The Chess
Club meets there at 6:30-
p.m. It's for anyone
who's a member of the
Boys' Club and is will¬
ing to work hard at de¬
veloping his brain power
and caii commit to regu¬
lar Wednesday night
classes.
If you want your son to
be challenged, let us in¬
troduce him to the game

of chess. He'll learn
what makes an exciting
game - the strategy and
competition. And he can
use these skills in other
areas of his life, too. .

These games are super¬
vised by adult chess
players. If your son
needs a ride, it can be
arranged.
So if your son is willing
to make the commit¬
ment, the coaching is
free. All that is needed is
a Boys' Club member¬
ship and determination.

"Check out this opportunity".Call Bradlev Mack at 727-7387.

BEST CARED-FOR
CAR OWNERS

Our Mercedes-Benz customers enjoy a support sys¬
tem that smooths the emotional bumps of automo¬
bile ownership. We provide a service advisor who
maintains a personal interest in your vehicle.
Our service department has access to a parts distri¬
bution system that speeds repairs. Our technicians
assume personal responsibility for the correctness of
repairs. And should you need after-hours help, our
Roadside Assistance Program can provide expert
attention on the phone or on the spot. Owner care,
Mercedes-Benz. B

PRE-OWNED AUTOMOBILES . .

'88 MERCEDES BENZ
'88 MERCEDES BENZ
'86 MERCEDES BENZ
'86 MERCEDES BENZ
'87 MERCEDES BENZ
'88 MERCEDES BENZ
'87 MERCEDES BENZ
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Upcoming Homestand
June 7-9

-vs-

Peninsula Pilots
LIVE TEUECAST JUNE 9th -FREE GIFTS FROM GATORADE

June 10-13
-vs-

Salem Bucs
.

. All Games 7:00 p.m.

722-5333 For Information


