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Marty Miller has nurtured Norfolk -

“State baseball just like a parent raising a
child.

There have been some major grow-
ing pains along the way. But the end
product is what the coach had ‘envisioned
whenhewokovermemn 18 years
ago.

are opting to play for the Green & Gold;

* A beefed up schedule -- NSU's
slate is comprised mainly of the better
Division I teams and the nationally
ranked Division II programs;

— = Every year, a host of pro scouts

regularly attend Norfolk's games

AU this point, it's obvious that the

coach's labors haven't been in vain. The °

NSU baseball program has reached adult-
hood, blossoming into one of the top
Division II programs in the nation. Under
Mnllers gmdance Spanans baseball has

example:

* Made three straight NCAA Divi-
sion II playoff appearances ('88, '89,
'90);

* Averaging 32.5 wins a season since
moving to Division II in '85;

» Nationally ranked in Division II for

_ the last three years;

* From '80-'89, had nine players sign

professional baseball contracts.

Amencan second-baseman Chris
Mitchell, and pitching ace Washington
Wilkerson (members of the '90 team) are
viewed as top-notch prospects who are

/h.lwly-w‘be chosen in this year's baseball

"h takes time to develop a good pro-

gram,” confesses Miller, who played at

__NSU in the mid-60s' and was an NCAA

All-America. "To compete at the top—

level, you need to be strong in several

areas. It's not always egsy getting all of

the people you need to win consistently
every year."

This season, however, Norfolk cime
within a base hit of taking the next step to
national prominence -- a berth in the
Division II College World Series.

Going into the first round of the
playoffs, Norfolk (36-16) was ranked
11th nationally. The Spartans demonstrat-
ed they were for real, defeating No. 4
ranked Indiana (Pa.), 16-15.

But on the next day, they dropped
two straight in a best two-of-three series
vs. Philadelphia Textiles. The second foss
to Philly was heart-wrenching. The Spar-
tans blew a 7-2 lead and fell 8-7 in 13
innings. That loss knocked them out of a
chance to go to the College World Series
in Montgomery, Ala.

"We thought this would be lhe year
for us to make it to the series," says
Miller. "We had some breakdowns that
allowed them to get back in the game and
they won in extra innings. It was disap-
pointing to lose the way we did. But the

———main thing is that now our players know

that they are just as good as any Division
II club in the country. Since we have the
nucleus of our team coming back, we'll
use that as extra motivation for next sea-
son.”

Miller points to four critical areas
that has enabled Norfolk State baseball to
rise to its current level:

* Full support of the school's admin-
istration in allowing the program to fully
develop;

__* Qutfielder Terry Bradshaw, All- _NOW

support the admmnstmt:on has given me,"
said Miller, who is also the school's inter-
im financial aid director.

“The institution has allowed me to
grow as a coach and admlmstrator

want to. That s lmportant for someone
like me who is very competitive."

The schedule and the interest of pro
scouts serve as strong incentives for the

* More players with Division I talent

colleges at the Division II level. Miller,

who took over a program at NSU that

"was just there and not doing very much”,
feels that more black schools will restore
their programs over the next few years.

Still, the coach cautions anyone start-
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selves toully ll'IlD the:r ptogram He rec-

From a black college perspective, the
NSU mentor feels that's a major plus for
black college baseball, particularly at the
Division II level. "I'm getting a multitude
of inquiries from kids who want to play
at Norfolk,” the coach said. "These are

~ kids who have the tools 10 play for Divi-—

sion I programs.”
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when hns troops ﬁmshed 0-11. It was a

time when Miller himself, did many of
the things people take for granted -- with
his own resources. Things like washing
the team umforrns. mm'kmg the ﬁeld and

Miller feels that this trend that could
very well be in the very early stages, pri-
marily because there is still the percep-
tion that black college baseball goes
largely unnoticed and underpublicized, if
at all.

“In_the past, there were those gifted

h_his

own lawnmower. .
"If a person starting up a program
isn't totally committed,” he stresses, "he
won't make it. There are just too many

"We thought this would be the year for us to make it to the
series. We had some breakdowns that allowed them to get
back in the game and they won in extra innings. It was dis-
appointing to lose the way we did. But the main thing is that

sion |l club in the country."

they are just as good as any Divi-

-- Marty Miller
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sign up with NSU, the coach says. "We
play all the top teams that will play us,"
Miller notes. "Our people like playing at

wasn't prepared for that first year when
we didn't win a game. It was frustrating_
because we lost several of those games

-that level because it helps them raise their — by one run. When you dontwur uwnds

—level of play. And because we're getting

~more attention from the pro scouts, the
word is out that you can go to a black
school, play baseball and get national
exposure,”

In the past, when you think of black
college baseball, the tendency is to focus
on Division I -- the Florida A&Ms,
Southerns, and Jackson States. But that's
started to change with what's been hap-
pening in Spartanland.

The rise of Norfolk State baseball
has helped to revive the sport at black

-to knock you down." —
In other words, those schools who
are bringing baseball back should under-
stand that they will have to take their
lumps as part of the restoration process.

But for those schools who have pro-
grams, Miller feels that the level of com-
petition from Division II black schools is
much improved over the last five years.
He goes as far as saying that the gap
between the good teams and the average
teams is closing faster than most would
expect.

The Miller Years
YEAH : WON LOSS WINNING PERCENTAGE
1973 0 11 - 000 '
1974 § 9 500 S
we 5 n 294 |
1977 w oo 612
1978 19 - 8 703
1979 17 - 17 500
| 1980 25 10 414
1981 25 13 857
- 1982 21 13 817
- 1m..-. ..17 - 1? ’ ,_... :m. P T -
1984 T 12 700
1985 32 - 20 815
1986 34 19 - .641
1987 - 28 9 756
1988 37 15 J12
1989 28 12 700
“ 1990 36 16 - 892
Totals 388 229 528
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high school players who wanted to attend
a black school," the coach explained.
"But because most of those schools didn't
even have a program or had programs
that weren't very competitive, they decid-
ed to attend school elsewhere.

"But the success our teams has start-
ed to tumn that around. The players know
they can get the competition and expo-
sure at any of the better Division I and
Division II programs. But at a black
school, they realize that we are concerned
about their welfare, concerned about what
they do away from the playing field."

The fan support at Norfolk State has
also reached new heights. In some cir-
cles, that may be viewed as surprising,
considering that baseball is.a non-revenue

“sport. At black colleges, the major

emphasis is on football and basketball
because those sports produce revenue.
"l believe more black schools will

bring baseball back because they'll find

that they can attract more_l students to their
campuses,” Miller says. "That's what has

about that.

"You get a different kind of clientele
(with baseball) because there are people
who are interested in baseball who will
support your program. In many cases,
those same people aren't interested in
football or basketball. That means you're
subject to get support from other sources

and at the same time, attract the better

athletes to play for your school.”
-Craig T. Greenlee
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—happened at-Norfolk-and-I'm very happy —



