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Chronicle Sports Editor

The second time around
really brought out the best in
Winston-Salem State’s Don-
nell Rawls, who scored four
impressive victories in win-
ning the NCAA Division 11
uauonal wrestling title at 118
lbs at Fargo, ND.

Rawls, a Fayetteville
-sephomore, hung tough to
record a 6-3 decision over
North Dakota State’s Bret
Maughan in the championship
finals. Rawls’ four match
‘§treak ran his record to 24-2
for the year. As a freshman,
Rawls placed fifth at the

_nationalsin ‘90,
> “I was a lot more relaxed
this time,” said Rawls. “I
knew what I wanted to do '

-‘knew what I wanted -
accomphsh I told coach
(Melton Hardee) that if 1
made it to the final round,
there was no way | was going
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fo lose.”

" Rawls’ feat makes him
the first ever wrestler at Win-
ston-Salem State to win a
mational title.

«+ The win, however, -didn’t
come easy. Leading 5-3 with

less than'two minutes left in .

the third and final period,
Rawls suffered tomn ligaments
jin his ankle. At that juncture,
it ‘was clear that he was
injured and very vulnerable to
an opponent who wanted to
go for the kill.

However, Rawls called on
his inner reser¥es to pull him
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" through the final few hectic
minutes. He was able to score
an additional point to put
more distance between him-
self and Maughan.

“1 had no more injury
time left, so I knew I couldn’t
let him get a take down,”
Rawls explained. “I had to

suck it up. The guy was
wrestling in his home gym
and had the home folks push-
ing him and cheering him on.”

Rawls entered the compe-
tition as the No. 5 seed, but
his ranking didn’t bother him,
even though he felt his
chances for winning the title

WSSU s Donnell Rawls reigns ds
national wrestling champ|on at 118 Ibs
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were as good as anyone'’s
going into the national cham-
pionships.

“I knew 1 was the under-
dog,” he said. “But I like it
that way. I didn’t have any-
thing to prove because nobody
thought I could win. When
everybody expects you to win,
it creates a lot of pressure. If
you're the favorite and you
lose, people think that you
didn’t do your best a lot of the
time.” ,

Rawls wasted little time
once he hit the mat for an
opening round match vs. Nick
Rastelli of the State Universi-
ty of New York — Buffalo.
But when the dust finally
cleared, he had eamed a victo-

ry at 4:47 in the third period.
In the quarterfinals, the Rams
soph easily handled Grand
Valley State’s Scott Marvin,
8-1.

But the match that really
set the tone for what was to
come later was Rawls' 8-6
upset win over St. Cloud
State's Rich Douglas in the

- semi-finals. Douglas came

into the nationals as the No. 1
seed at 28-6. Rawls, however,
used his aggressive style
which is predicated on piling
up points to put the opponent
at a distinct disadvantage.

Douglas figured to have

an easy time with Rawls sincc
he encountered few problems
when the two face each other
at last year’s nationals. Dou-
glas placed second in the ‘90
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Rawis gained more confidence as he advanced to the finals. * < ™iY
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By Chronicle Staff

national championships.

be more comfortable.”

The departure of national champion
Donnell Rawls makes Robert Smith the
prime returnee for Winston-Salem State’s
wrestling Rams next season.

Smith, who wrestles in the 150 1bs.
weight class, finished the year at 19-4 and
qualfied for this year's NCAA Division II

"Looking back on it, | was a little
Jittery because it was a new experi-
ence for me. But that will make’it
easier for me next year because 'l

-Robert Smith

At the nationals, Smith didn’t finish

Natlonals motivate Smith for 92

trie (who placed fourth). The final losi that
eliminated him from the competition was:a
3-2 decision at the hands of Cal- Stale"s
Blu Taylor.

Even so, Smith isn’t cyring the blibs’l

“Looking back on it, I was a little’ 31’6-
tery because it was a new experience' for
me,” Smith said. “But that will maké®it
easier for me next year because I'1hBe
more comfortable. Plus I learned a*féw
things, such as new take down technitmu
and certains moves I can make when"l"'ih
in the top position.” o,

~ Melton Hardee, Rams wrestling cdach

feels that Smith’s experience at the natl’ob-
als will serve as a motivator for hm) for
next season. “He had some really t8u
matches where he lost by one point, sb*%h
was always in position to win,” Hafd¥e

No. 1 unit in scoring defense  the third rounds to be played
N’o 2 in scmng offense.

d Reggic Isaac.

mi-fi nals by wa:d Ryan_ h

. pairings, sites and game times be
.CSCWSMHC announced later. The same applies

i - Wednesday and Thursday. The se:in-
the splendid finals and championship rounds will be
held at New Yur_k § Mld!

among the top eight, which would have
made him an All-American, but he did
leave his mark as a hard to beat matsman.
After winning his first match 9-4 against
Jim Kennedy of Lowell University, the
Fayetteville junior dropped his next two
matches by one point each. His first defeat
was 7-6 to Cheyney State’s Herman Moul-

When it comes to foul
shooting, 13-year old Josh
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- 6—3' guard is alm from Maryﬁnd-Eastefn Shoré cief”ata'd-Mam
niladelphia and is the team’s prime  hauan, 84-81 before losing to Jack-
er marksman. Isaac averaged 24 sonville University 85-83 in the second

aad led the MEAC in three- pmm round,

Henighan is right on target and
he has a few trophies to prove
it.

Henighan recently won the
state free throw shooting com-
petition at High Point College,
hitting 24 of 25 foul shots.

His victory at the state

“level qualifies him for the

Hemghan to compete in regional free:
throw shooting contest this weekend

By Chronicle Staff

National Eastern Regional
Competition to be held Satur-

dayatCharleston, W-Va. ——

Henighan’s ultimate goal is
to compete in the nationals of
the Elk’s Hoop Shoot Free
Throw Competition for the 12-
13 year-old age group.

Going into this weekend’s
competition, Hengihan has
won four straight free throw
shooting contests. He advanced
to the state by winning the
regional competition held at

said. “But Robert will be OK, beca se he
knows the sport and he can adj ib
what’s happening on the mat. That’s a"Blg
advantage,
. wrestling at that level of competition.’

Smith qualified for the nauonalé hy
winning the NCAA South Regional uﬂc
decisioning Jess Wilder of Pembgqj(b
State, 5-3 in overtime.

especially when yo:.:,,“!;;:
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Catawba College in Sahsbury.
canning 20 of 25 free thyQws.

—Prior to that, he won trrm—ci;

competition, hitting 23 of, z.q,
and also emerged as top shoat
er at the Philo Middle Sé¢hool
competition, hitting 24 of 25 ,

142 1

Henighan is an eighth gwds

er at Philo Middle School,“wito

has a B average and is a Duke

University Top Scholar. He'iis

the son of Louis and Kaye
‘Henighan.
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