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NCSA senior is high achiever

Community News

Ballerina wants to see more blacks involved

By PATRICIA SMITH-DEERING
Community News Editor

When Monica Johnson chose ballet as her
profession, she knew she had entered an area
not overly populated with African-Americans.
But, since she was three years old and started
training, she has not regretted her choice.

Monica enrolled in the Pre-Professional
Program at the North Carolina School of the
Arts to continue her study of ballet when she

started fourth grade. She had previously stud-
ied at Moore Studio for a year. After four years

in- the program,; she advanced to the school's

professional program where for the last six
years she has had a mixture of academic and
dance classes. The days can be long, she said.
"Sometimes I'm in school until six, and with
rehearsals, it's nine," she added with only a
slight trace of fatigue.

While her chosen career is a grueling one,
it's one that the NCSA senior would like to see

o more African-Americans
involved in. She is one of a
few African-American stu-
dents at NCSA studying ballet.
She is working hard to excel
and set an example. "I want to
be one who achieves and let
other blacks know it's there,"

desire for African-American
teachers of ballet at the school.
"There is only one black
teacher here," she said, noting
Mabel Robinson, a renowned
choreographer and member of
the faculty at NCSA.

Monica feels that the lack
of more African-Americans at

_she explained. She expressed a

her with a solid educational background and
has allowed her "to grow, leamn, and participate
in-many activities." She has danced in sevcral
plays, most notably in the school's annual per-
formance of "The Nutcracker."

Last year, Monica won first place in the
dance competition (ballet category) at the
NAACP Talent Show. Her prize was a trip to
California to participate in the 1990 National
ACT-SO (Afro-Academic, Cultural, Techno-
logical“and Scientific Olympics) Competition,
also sponsored by the NAACP. She said her
experience last year inspired her to practice
harder to sharpen her ballet skills even more in
preparation for the 1991 competition.

Monica's hard work paid off. She has
repeated her winning ways this year in the
local competition and hopes to obtain sponsors
to assist her in her trip to the 1991 National
ACT-SO competition to_be held in Houston,
Tex., July 5-8. In describing the competition
she said, "Students from all over the country
participate in this event, and awards are given
in several different categories including
singing, dancing, speechmaking, and photogra-
phy.”

Daughter of Evelyn Johnson, Monica has
two brothers: Gilbert Jr. and Jerome. While the
love of her life is ballet dancing, she does take
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‘I've seen a lot of my

That concerns me.”

- Monica Johnso

the school may have contribut-
ed to the reasons some have
not remained there. "I've seen
a lot of my friends leave the
school,” she said, "That con-
cerng me."
some of the school's require-
ments noting, "Debbie Allen
(well-known African-Ameri-
can actress and dancer) audi-
tioned and didn't make it

By PATRICIA SMITH-DEERING

Photo by L.B. Speas Jr.
Monica Johnson listens attentively to pointers from
worid-renowned choreographer, Pearl Primus.

because they said she was to0o
short.”

As for herself, Monica
feels that NCSA has provided

She questioned

time for hobbies including swimming and
bicycling. She managed time to work parttime

to earn money for-the Nissan Sentra she

bought herself. Always goal-oriented, she
wants a career as a lawyer, as well as a balleri-
na. At some point in her life, she would like to
have a business of her own.

Monica looks forward to college once she
has completed her studies at NCSA. In her
growing resumé she describes her main goal:
"I hope to accomplish the positive endeavors
in life — to become someone special in my
eyes, as well as others', and for people to look

at me as someone who has accomplished a lot
in life."
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NCSA ballerina, Monlca Johnson, is working hard to prepare for.
July ACT-SO Competition. :
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friends leave the school.”
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city Thursday. The beautiful ceremony: took place as
- planned Sunday, April 14, at St. Peter's World Out-
_reach Center where Sissy's father, the Reverend James
C. Hash, is pasior. Was it worth the wai? "Dcﬁmw}y
~beamed the new Mrs. Bryan Blue. ; L
In an interview a few days following the weddmg i
- Bryan rccalled his war experience from the perspective
- of an executive officer, senior first lieutenant, privy to
_ -'much of the mzlxmry strategy mvo!veﬁ "The war o

.+ fied success," he mtd ‘with the: pnde of mofﬁcer_ I-lt:

- said that a person would have had 10 be there 1o watch -
as the action went from the first phase of Desert Shield

1o the first phase of Desert Storm through 1o the end.

-+ "Everything alcmg that mtime frontline went exaclly on

_ time, exacily as we were briefed,” he said, summing
up the . agx!xty,ﬂ.dec!swcnm, and speed“ cf thc m1!1~ :

. lary action. ' i

' . ‘Bryan sau! that U S camlues were kept to _

-'handful in an operation that was more massive than in .
any since World War 11, and that they inflicted more
casualtms 1o Hussein's forces than had been thought
 possibic. Hts unit captuwd 307 POWSs, he said. Yet, he
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