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Playwright delivers message

‘Deliver Me Up’ makes its debut at Emm

By YVETTE N. FREEMAN
Chronicle Staff Writer

A local playwright has more than enter-
tainment on his mind when he sits down to
write his plays. Nathan Ross Freeman wants
to get the community involved; not just in the
play itself, but what the play is about. This is

- especially true with his new production
"Deliver Me Up," which will make its stage
debut June 22, 23, 29 and 30 at Emmanuel
Baptist Church,

The play focuses on a ten-year-old boy
named Little Louie, who witnesses a drug-
related murder. Throughout the‘play, the
issues of drug-related drive-by shootings, chil-
dren getting involved in drug rings and the
role of the church in the war on drugs are

church involved. It makes a statement that I
think a lot of people have wanted to hear or
wanted to say, but for various reasons, may or
may not have."

Freeman also stated that, "the church has
always been a force of resurgence for the
African-American , historically in this coun-
try. It has been the vehicle in which we have

risen from the ashes, in trying to attempt hope-

ful lives, and where we actually made gains in
improving the quality of life."

Getting churches more involved in the
social problems of the community is not the
only effect Freeman hopes his production will
have on the audience. He also says that he
would like to see "A spiritual uplifting, in
terms of attitudes towards all of the things that

are happemng with us. Because the play not_

——explored:

Freeman who wrote the play based on an
idea conceived by produca Hayward Collins
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the family; it deals wnh mamage it deals wn.h
the idea that miracles can happen. We're not

~of Los Angeles, says "...What we wanted to
do was write a play that would petition more
involvement on the part of the church, in
terms of being the vanguard in the communi-

ty; as a major participant in the war against’
~drugs. We wanted to basically join ﬂz&\raﬁmzs‘

talking about television evangelistic stage mir-
acles. We're 1alking about miracles as it
relates to reeling and encouraging hope in a
society where all the institutions; religious,
political, social and otherwise, have been frus-

traung people in terms of positive hope ener-—care-how real or how

cultural entertainment mediums that are, in
fact, launching themes dealing with the war on
drugs.”

Willette Thompson, who is the senior res-
ident actress with the Nathan Ross Freeman
Playwrights' Showcase Ensemble and portrays
"Esther” in the play believes it achieves that
goal. "I think it's an incredible piece of work
because it does just that. It does get the

_-:wﬂ:k ”f semces June 24-28 to celebrate :he_

gy."
Thompson agrées saying, "One of the

things I like most about it is that even though-

it covers kind of a tragic issue, it leaves a lot
of room for hope. It makes people feel hope-
ful when they léave; hopeful enough to get
involved."

"Deliver Me Up is based on events that
have been happening throughout the country

transpoﬂatmn. caﬂ 788. 7023

with young African-
Americans and drugs,
but it is not an autobi-
ographical depiction
based on any one per-
SON Or persons.

"It's based on true
life events only to the
extent that if you look
in your newspapers, in
any given city, for any
given week or month,
we have statistics that
resemble this situa-
tion," commented
Freeman. He added
that although it is a
true-to-life dcplcuon

‘_ H

other artistic endeav-
ors.based on current
events, do not really
make as powerful a
statement as life itself,
He said, "I think any-
thing projected; I don't

—prolific; is an under- Pictured (left- rlght) are Larry Rice, the Rev.
statement of actually Aaron Salley (front, center).

what's going on in terms of what you call true-
to-life drama out there in the streets."

One "true-to-life drama" currently going
on in the community that seems to hit close to
home as far as the theme of "Deliver Me Up,"
is the Church Network Program, in which
five area churches recently adopted the Cleve-
land Avenue Homes Community to help
improve the quality of life in that area for the
residents, who live in fear each day because of
drugs in the community. Freeman says he is
very glad to see that kind of interaction
between the churches and the community, and
that his play is by no means critical of church-

David L. Allen and the Spirit of Life
Community Choir will present "Ricky
Dillard’'s New Generation Chorale of
Chicago, IIl, live in concert Sunday, June
23 at 7:30 p.m. at the Ambassador Cathe-

dral, located at 1500 Harriet Tubman
Drive.

The congregation of Christ Cathedral
Church of Deliverance of the Greater
Church of Deliverance, Inc., will host a
Consecrational Banquet for their Presiding
Pastor and Prelate, Bishop Freddie B. Mar-
shall, in celebration of his elevation to the
Office of the Bishopric Saturday, June 22,
at 6 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom at the The
Stouffer Winston Plaza Hotel.

Chief celebrant will be Bishop C. L.
Johnson, D.D., and assisting celebrant will
be Bishop T. R. Rice, D. D. Master of cere-
monies will be Bishop Lawrence S. Tate.
Keynote speaker at the banquet will be
Bishop L. V. Stennis, Ph.D.

Bishop Marshall is the son of Fred and
Geraldine Marshall and is a graduate of
East Forsyth High School. He continued his
academic studies at Winston-Salem State
University, North Carolina Central Univer-
sity, and James W. Teamer School of Reli-
gion. He is married to the former Sheri T.

es that have not initiated involvement in the
solutions to social problems affecting African-
Americans. "We're not only encouraging that
something happen, because the play is not a
critique, in terms of what the churches have
not been doing but rather a celebration and
endorsement of what is being done, and a
statement of theme that there cannot be oo
much that can be done. So, the project out in
Cleveland Avenue is a very beautiful thing
that's happened. It's happened not only in this
city, but it's happening in cities throughout the
country. We're saving our own lives, and the
church is probably the most powerful institu-

The New Generation Chorale

Bishop Frederick D. Patterson is the
host pastor. Advance donations of $5
tickets may be purchased at the church.

The event will be a DLA Mumc Min-
istry Production.

The New Generation Chorale, often
referred to as "New G," came about as the

-| Bishop Marshall celebrates

Bratcher. They have one son, Freddie
Alexander II1.

Starting his ministry in the Old Ritz
Theater building in February 1990, the 22-
year-old bishop moved his congregation,
which now numbers 200 active members, to
the church's current location on the corner
of Dunleith Avenue and Second Street. His
deliverance ministry, which emphasizes
ministering to the total person, has attracted
a congregation that has a growing number
of young people.

The new church location was pur-
chased by the members of the congregation
from the tithes they contribute regularly to
the church, something that Bishop Marshall
stresses. At the time of the church dedica-
tion last summer, he expressed confidence
that the remaining church mortgage would
be paid within a very short period of time
because of the cnmmnmcnt of the church's
members.
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—tion that. capable of doing that, The church

and the ans, I think right now, are basically,
the last bastion of defense and offense, when
you talk destruction of our communities...," he
stated.

That is one reason the play is being pre-
sented at Emmanuel Baptist Church, where
the Rev. John Mendez is pastor. Freeman says
Mendez has always been interested in uniting
the efforts of the arts and the church, and
"Deliver Me Up" was the perfect opportunity
to do so. "I sought him out because of my

Please see page B10

New Generation Chorale in concert

result of a fund raising benefit concert
that assisted a local suburban church.

After a tremendous amount of
requests for other singing engagements,
New Generation Chorale was officially .
organized March 1, 1988 under the lead-
ership of Ricky Dillard.

Bishop Freddie B. Marshall

Bishop Marshall oversees churches in
five districts. The first annual convocation

will be held at Christ Cathedral September
10-15.




