
Ginger Marlon, of the American Red Cross, hopes to encourage more minorities to become bone mar-
row donors.

Black bone marrow doners needed
By YVETTE N. FREEMAN
Chronicle Staff Writer

The National Bone Marrow
Donor Program plans to team up
with two area churches to recruit
more bone marrow donors, espe¬
cially from the African-American
sector of the community, for the
National Bone Marrow Registry.

Two donor drives will be held
this month . Nov. 17 at Mount
Tabor United Methodist Church,
here in Winston-Salem, and Nov.
24 at Saint James United Methodist
Church in. Rural Hall. Both drives^
will be held from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

The purpose of the drives will
not only be to educate the public
about the need for bone marrow

donors, but also to recruit more
donors for the National Registry,,
especially from the minority com¬
munities.

Each year approximately
20,000 people in the United States
develop or are born with illnesses
that require bone marrow trans¬
plants. African-Americans make up
about one-fourth of those patient
And of the 20,000
of the people in need of transplants,
black or white, will be able to find
donors within their own families.
The remaining 70% must be
matched with donors outside of
their families.

Those figures are not very
encouraging, especially for minori¬
ty patients, since 92% of the
National Marrow Donor Program
volunteer donors are Caucasian.
Ginger Marion of the American
Red Cross explains why minority
donors are in critical need.

"Because of typing . there's
only eight blood types and if you
and I are both O positive, we can

donate blood to one another. But
the anagin typing that we look for,
for the Marrow Registry . these

anagins are determined by our par¬
ents. We receive two from each par¬
ent at the time of conception. And
because they receive the anagins
from their parents,and their parents,
and it goes on back through the
generations, it would be very, very
unlikely, in fact, almost an impossi¬
bility for an African-American or a
Caucasian person or a Caucasian
and a native American Indian, or

for any racial or ethnic group to be
able to donate to another one," she
stated.

*

Marion also said that of the
425,000 people on the national reg¬
istry, only 1 5,000 are of any minori¬
ty group, which means that if the
anagins of those 15,000 donors do
not match that of needy minority
patients, those patients have virtual¬
ly no hope of receiving a transplant
unless a minority donor is found in
time. Marion speculated that the
reason there are so few minority
donors may be because of cultural
traditions and beliefs. She explained
that in the Asian culture, there are

many who believe that whatever a

jperson is born with, that person
should also die with.

"Maybe the word hasn't gotten
out in the minority community,"
said Marion. "It just so happens that
maybe a lot of us that work with
this program do not belong to a

minority group. Only a quarter of
the population is minority. So natu¬
rally, that's less people. And so

maybe that has something to do
with it. That's why we were excited
that St. James wanted to get
involved, because they're predomi¬
nantly an African-American con¬

gregation."
Another reason for the lack of

minority donors, Marion continued,
may be because many blacks feel
that the illnesses that cause the need
for bone marrow transplants are

only common in the Caucasian

community, which is not the case.
Each year, about 9,000 people

die from illnesses such &s

Leukemia,. Aplastic Anemia, and
other blood diseases, which are all
equal opportunity diseases.

According to Marion, that's one
person who dies every hour that
could have survived had he or she
received a bone marrow transplant
in time.

Bone marrow is removed from
a donor, between the ages of 18 and
55, under general or spinal anesthe¬
sia. The procedure usually takes
about 45 minutes, during which
time, approximately three to five
percent of the donor's marrow is
removed. The body naturally
replaces the marrow within two to
three weeks. There is some discom¬
fort and tenderness that may last a

couple of days following the proce¬
dure.

As with any surgical procedure,
there are some risks, however, with
the bone marrow removal, the only
risk is primarily associated with the
anesthesia, and that risk is very low.
In f^ct^jn the lustory of^the proce¬
dure, no donors have suffered any
long-term effects, and there have
been no fatalities.

The National Marrow Donor
Program is a non-profit organiza¬
tion that was established in 1987 as

a collaborative effort of the Ameri¬
can Association of Blood Banks,
the American Red Cross and the
Council of Community Blood Cen¬
ter. It maintains a computerized
data bank of available tissue-typed"
marrow donors nationwide, and
enables the sharing and searching of
information to unite possible donors
with patients in need of marrow

transplants. For more information
about becoming a bone marrow

donor, contact Ginger Marion at the
American Red Cross, 650 Coliseum
Drive, at 725-4346 Ext. 446.

I Upward Bound receives local funding
The Winston-Salem State Uni¬

versity Upward Bound Program is
the recipient of $13,000 from the
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County
School system and $9,000 from RJ.
Reynolds Tobacco Co. to expand its
current student enrollment from
sixty (60) program enrollees to

eighty-five (85) program enrollees
during the 1991-92 school year. The
additional twenty-five (25) program
enrollees were among the one-hun¬
dred and ten (110) students who
were on the "waiting list" The sixty

(60) program enrol lees are funded
by the U.S. Dept. of Education,
Washington, D.C. This local finan¬
cial assistance will allow the twenty-
five (25) "new" enrollees to receive
similar services currently being pro¬
vided for the sixty (60) program
enrollees which include weekly after
school tutorial assistance in Commu¬
nication Skills (English and reading)
and mathematics in addition to
weekly career counseling seminars.

Project Upward Bound is a pre-
college program designed for stu-

ftiuiz^uuin.
Winston-Salem's Best Paging Value!

IjOW pricet, 24-Hour Emergency Service
A Southern Bell Quality

¦ Triad's Widest, Local Coverage
Area

¦ No Connect Fee
¦ Regional 8c Nationwide Paging

Available
¦ Free delivery & exchange
¦ Voice Mail also available

For a free demonstration call

723-8400 574-0000
1215 Link Road 2712 S Elm-Eugene St

Winston-Sulem, NC Greensboro, NC
SouthernBel

* MM^'n Cjnxxt*,

dents who have the potential for suc¬
cess in post secondary education by
providing them with the skills and
motivation necessary for acceptance
into a post-secondary institution.

Calls will be answered by the Governor's Office of Citizen Affairs. You do not have to give your name.
®
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Fill Your Christmas Joy
With a New Home

"Revitalizing the American Dream"

$ 1,000* CASH TO FILL
THE CHILDREN'S STOCKINGS

"IF YOU SIGN A CONTRACT IN NOVEMBER
THE DEWLOPER WILL GIVE YOU $1,000

UPON THE SUCCESFUL CLOSING OF YOUR HOME!

The Monticello
*56,500

y >.
* i

The Newport *

*52,000'
1 1,560 Down
1 370" Per Month* %

* Based on $52,000 sales price ; $1,560 dotfn;
8 45% APR year 1-15 and 5% APR year 16-20.
Payment includes a $75.00 estimate for taxes,
insurance and $7,500 NCHFA Energy Grant.
The $1 ,000 from the developer is not intended
for use as dowripayment.

The Hampton
*59,900 Marketed by

Dalton Realty Co.
744-5793

<¦ vjft.

The Appalachian
'59,800

Model Now Open
Saturday 2-5
Sunday. 2-5

or by appointment

Duke Power
"Max" Home

and
Comfort
Guarantee

PHILLIPS CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. R.L Watlington, Pastor

K-1 2th GRADE, To.., Thurs. 6:30 - 7:30 PM
Director - Mrs. Wanda Casort - H-767-9581, W-781-5484

Assist. Directors . Mrs. Angela Jones
and Rev. Leon Oglestoy

2341 Patterson Ave . 723-9451

FIRST WAUGHTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Dennis W. Bishop, Pastor
K-1 2th GRADE, Mon., Tues., Thurs. 5:30 - 7:30 PM

Director - Ms. Stefan Harris 765 1658

838 Moravia Street 784-7386

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. B.F. DsnMs, Pastor
K-1 2th GRADE, Tuee. ft Wed. 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Director - Mrs. Broome Daniets 767-6156
Assist Director - Annie Howard

406 Northwest Blvd... .724-930$

LEARNING CENTERS
Fall, Winter and Spring Session

1991 - 1992
For more information, coll Dons Moore.

NAACP Volunteer Coordinator of Learning Centers

767-4052 or 748-1072

HANES MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
Rev. Ear! C. CarroN, Pastor

6-1 2th GRADE, Motl, Wed. 440 . 5:30 PM
Director - Mrs. Peggy McLaughfin, 767-7157

Asst. Director - Rev. E C CarroH, Pastor 767-7157
919 Highland Am 724-7157

WENTZ MEMORIAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Rev* La Owen Evans, Pastor

2-1 2th GRADE, Tues. ft Thurs. 4:00 - 5:30 PM
Co-Directors . ^s Savannah Thomas,

Mrs. Elizabeth Martin
aid Mr. Wliam Bright - 722-0430

3435 Carver School Roed 722-0430

WILLIAM C. SIMS. SR. RECREATION CENTER

2-12th GRADE, Tum. I Thur». 4:00 - 8:00 PM
Director - Mrs Feiba McMSian

H - 788-9217, W - 765-6831 and 727-2837
1230 Alder Street, ..727-2837

S.A.T. CLASSES (Scholastic AptitudeTesting Classes)
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Samuel Stevenson. Pastor
3901 Carver Road 767-7530

Director . Mr John W Moore 767-4052
English . Dr. Pauline FuHon

Math. - Mrs B»<ie M. Matthews
WEDNESDAY 6:00 - 8:30 PM

WILLIAM C. SIMS, SR. RECREATION CENTER
2-1 2th GRADE, Tues. ft Thurs. 4:00 - 6:00 PM

Director - Mrs Felicia McMUban
H - 788-9217, W - 765-6831 and 727-2837 +

1230 Alder Street 727-2837

BROWN-DOUGLAS RECREATION CENTER
1725 Indiana Ave. 7674496

Director - Mrs Deltra Bonner * 744-0436
English . Mrs. Aimee McCasM
Math . Mrs. Clance lowery

WEDNESDAY 6.30 - 830 PM


