
Citizens United for Justice .

Education forum gets response
By CAROLE RAGINS
Community News Editor

Ji

More than 50 parents and stu¬
dents attended the first of several
community forums organized by the
Citizens United for Justice, and held
last Thursday night in the Ivy Arms
on Cleveland Ave.

The group discussed the educa¬
tional future of black children and
how to correct the problems
brought on by bureaucratic red tape,
including white insensitivity for
people of color. Six key issues dis¬
cussed emphasized the need for
equal education to be included for
black children in the classroom. The
issues were based on a 1990 local
NAACP poll in which hundreds of
black parents, students, teachers and
others expressed what they wanted
from the Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County School system.

The forum elaborated on issues
such as appropriate expectations of

ail students, the need for black edu¬
cators to be hired at the same racial
proportion as the student body, the
necessity of a multi-cultural cur¬

riculum, the need to fmd better dis¬
ciplinary standards, requiring
mandatory training in racial and
cultural sensitivity for all educators,
and establishing a Carver High
School district with several feeder
racially integrated elementary
schools in the black community.

Many participants shared their
personal experiences in dealing
with racism in the school system.

"I think about the elite track
that exists in this local school sys¬
tem versus the poverty track. I think
about all the talk we hear about
school business partnerships, which
isn't worth the paper that it's written
on, particularly if you are not in the
elite track," said Evelyn Terry. "Our
children are going to school with an
inferior basic education that will not
even prepare them to do anything

but push a broom. This is what I see
happening in the public school sys-

)ne of the things I have observed
in African-American kids in the
Forsyth County Schools, 80% of
them are enrolled in general mathe¬
matics. The problem is many of our
kids are not going to be able to go
to any one of the 16 constituent uni¬
versities. You have to have two
years of algebra and geometry to
get in the door of the constituent
institutions."

Newell said the Board of Edu¬
cation needs to "zero in on this mas*
sive group of black kids who are

being taught by teachers," many of
whom are not prepared to teach "the
hard stuff that kids need to take into
the 21st century."

Strategies for educational
reform were also discussed by stu¬
dents who shared their personal
experiences at the forum. Warner L.

tem." x
Alderman Virginia Newell said,

Heartwell, a rising sophomore stu¬
dent said, "I get frustrated at the fact
that when school officials look at
me, they see me as a black student
. not for my intelligence. I find
that you either have to work ten
times as hard to make good grades
or you let the frustration get to
you." Heartwell says he has chosen
to continue to work hard in school
and to help other classmates.

The Rev. William Fails gave a
last piece of advice to parents.
"Whatever stories young people
bring to you, they are not telling
you lies. All children should have
the same opportunity to be respect¬
ed for their hard work in school."

The next forum will be held
Thursday, July 30 at Grace Presby¬
terian Church on Carver Road. The
forums are co-sponsored by the the
East Winston Political Action Com¬
mittee, NAACP, Citizens United for
Justice and the Minister's Confer¬
ence. ^

Brown offers redistricting pain Continued from page A1
ing, as much as possible, the satel¬
lite system now in place. The satel¬
lite system dictates what schools
children may attend, based on geo¬
graphical location and maintaining
a racial balance.

Brown proposes the school
administration investigate building
or renovating two schools in the
inner city to be used as elementary
schools. She suggests that Moore
and Kimberley Park be considered
for regular districts rather than as

alternative schools . anideanot
likely to be welcomed by the pre¬
dominately white, middle class par¬
ents whose children now fill those
schools.

Improve middle school set-up
Brown wants to revisit and

reconsider the concept of middle
schools. She believes the transition
from middle to high school could be
more positive and meaningful for
students and parents, and wants to

see a review of past and present per¬
formances of the program, in order
to devise improvement

Two schools should be convert¬
ed to serve middle school students
from the Kernersville and Clem-
mons/Lewisville areas, according to
Brown's plan. Petree school stu¬
dents could be reassigned to South
Park High School.

Create magnet high schools
- Brown's fourth goal is to

improve the scope of educational
opportunities for high school stu¬
dents.

She suggests creating specific
magnet schools (such as high tech,
technical occupations, or medical/
health) in the high schools. Voca¬
tional educational programs for the
non-college bound student should
be revisited, and the possibility of
the Career Center becoming a voca¬
tional school should be considered.

Brown's proposal begins with
the acknowledgement that, "the suc¬
cess of the plan must be based on
the principle that it will take two-to-
five years to implement, and will
insure the opportunity for on-going
community input and revision."m*
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Political flames
can no longer sit back and wait for
someone else to do it for us. I want
to encourage people that their votes
count/ she said. Parmon and
Denise "D.D." Adams are Forsyth
County's black Democrats who
attended the convention.

"The first night of the conven¬
tion was overwhelming: just to sit
there on the floor, look around at
the thousands of different people
who all sli^rea common hurt and
who are concerned about how to
regain the strength the American
economy once had. People are hurt¬
ing under this present administra¬
tion/ said Parmon. "Although the
Democratic Party has taken a lot of
licks over the last few years, this
year, the enthusiasm of the young,
old, handicapped, coming together
to speak out as one voice will bring
about change," she added.

Parmon says she is confident
that Gov. Bill Clinton and running
mate A1 Gore of Tennessee under¬
stand that American people have
taken a long beating from the Bush
administration. "This is why I
believe Democrats will win the
presidential campaign, because peo¬
ple are ready to get back to work,
have health care benefits and get a
decent education."

Parmon, who served as one of
the deputy whips on the convention
floor, says that the North Carolina
delegation went to the convention
with three uncommitted delegates
(not pledged to any particular candi¬
date). "Two chose Clinton, the other
chose Brown. That gave us a 99%
unified delegation," she said.

The convention's endorsement
represented a triumph of strategy
and endurance, said Parmon. She

Continued from page A1
reflected on the unity that was
shown among the people who were
there. "The young people are really
saying, 'we want to be involved, we
want to be energized and go back
home to help get the votes out' It
made me feel like it was worth all
the long years of hard work," she
said.

Parmon is concerned about the
stigma that has been attached to
Democrats. "What has bothered me
is being labeled as liberals' and it
always bothered me because the
Democratic umbrella is large
enough to be inclusive," she saicL
"The conservative people in Ameri¬
ca have taken advantage of that
because the Democrats are con¬
cerned about the homeless, people
with AIDS, and people from all
walks of life."

Parmon's dedication to the
Democratic Party dates back to
1960. "When I think back on when I
first started in the Democratic Party,
we did not have the kind of voice in
1960 that we have today in the
party," she said. "If a black girl
from East 4th Street could rise to
the ranks of the Democratic Party to
become an elected official, and to
deal with political matters on the
national level, anyone can. I feel
that I could have only done that
through the Democratic Party. The
Republican Party has not opened up
its ranks to everyday people. peo¬
ple who have to work. I am a work¬
ing person and I have a family and I
hurt just like other people."

Parmon says she is very excited
about the upcoming election and
will soon begin setting up city-wide
voter registration drives, especially
in the East Winston community.
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Over 50 years of caring that works.

It's easy
to do sometiling
wonderful
for your keart.
Phone or write today. There's
no obligation. We will send you
a complete package of informa¬
tion on Childreach Sponsor¬
ship that not only shows you
how easy and affordable it is to
become a Childreach Sponsor,
but exactly how your money
will be spent.

Even more important, the
package^will explain how you
can personally give a special
little boy or girl overseas a real
chance for a better life.
And you, a very happy heart.
To find out more about

Childreach Sponsorship, (A
Program of PLAN International
USA), write Childreach Spon¬
sorship, r/r PLAN International
USA. 155 Plan Why. Warwick,
Rl 02886-1099. or call ^
1-800-645-9800 now!

childreach
SPONSORSHIP
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GOOD REASONS
TO CHOOSE

PIEDMONT FEDERAL
FOR YOUR NEXT HOME LOAN
1. Piedmont Federal keeps all home loans.
We don't sell your mortgage to out-of-state
investors.

2. Loan Rates are locked in at application
for up to 60 days. If rates go down before
you close, you will get the lower rate.

3. Closing costs are generally less because
we close all loans in our offices and since
we make the loans we generally have
fewer fees.

4. All Piedmont Federal offices are full
service. All applications and closings can
be handled at the location most convenient
to you.

5. We approve all loans . Only our

approval is necessary and no outside
parties are involved (excluding those loans
that require mortgage insurance).

6. We have fast service. Our experienced
personnel make the process move as

smoothly and quickly as possible. In fact,
closings are generally within 30 days of
application.

7. You'll get a mortgage loan account book
with your Piedmont Federal loan. You'll
always know how much you've paid and
your loan balance.

8. You'll always have ready access to all
your account information since we
maintain your loan. Plus you'll be dealing
with the same people that made the loan
for you.

9. Escrow accounts are not required for
home loans (except 90% loans).

10. Piedmont Federal's caring staff is the
most important reason of all.

Winston-Salem . Kernersville . Clemmons . N. Wilkesboro . Boone
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