
My Guy star Mary Wells succombs to cancer
By ROBERT JABION
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP). Mary
Wells, who tried to sell Motown
Records a song she had written and
wound up a singing star with Top
10 hits that included the bouncy
"My Guy," has died of cancer at 49.

Wells, who underwent
surgery for cancer of the larynx in
1990, died at a hospital on Sunday.
Diana Ross, Bruce Springsteen and
other stars had helped pay her med¬
ical bills because she had no health
insurance.From 1961 to 1964,
Wells hit the Top 10 on the pop

charts with "The One Who Really
Loves You," "You Beat Me to the
Punch," "Two Lovers" and her sig¬
nature song, "My Guy," all written
or co-written by fellow Motown
star Smokey Robinson.

"I don't think there's any audi¬
ence with an age of 30 through 50
that doesn't know the words to 'My
Guy,'" said Lucy Gordy Wakefield,
Motown Records' first sales chief.

Wells left Motown in 1964
after a contract dispute following
the release of "My Guy."

"She didn't make a dime off of
it," said her manager, Thomas
"Beans" Bowles.

Like many artists of the time.
Wells was naive about the business
end of the music, her friend Maye
James said. "They were beat out of
a lot of money, Mary included.
They were just signing contracts,
they were so happy to be making
music," she said.

Wells signed with 20th Century
Fox records and later recorded for
Atlantic-Atco and Jubilee. But she
never approached her previous suc¬
cess. Before she fell ill, she contin¬
ued to perform in clubs and oldies
revues.

"Money was always tight, so
she always had to work," James

said.
Wells was born in Detroit and

began singing at 10 in local clubs
and talent contests. At 16 she
approached Motown Records
founder Berry Gordy hoping to sell
a song and found herself signed as a
performer. "She wanted Berry
Gordy to get someone to sing her
song," said Esther Gordy Edwards,
Wells' manager at Motown. "He
said she could sing it, and she says,
*Oh, I can't sing."' But she did, and
"Bye, Bye Baby" became a hit

Later she toured with the Beat¬
les.

When Wells was diagnosed

with cancer, the two-pack-a-day
smoker had no medical insurance,
and she lost her modest home in
Los Angeles.

The Rhythm and Blues Foun¬
dation in Washington raised more
than $50,000 to pay her medical
bills. Ross gave $15,000, Rod
Stewart and Springsteen $10,000
apiece, and the Temptations $5,000.

"People say this is a cruel busi¬
ness . and it is," she said after
surgery in 1990. "But a lot of peo¬
ple in the business do have hearts."

She is survived by four chil¬
dren and a brother. Funeral arrange¬
ments were incomplete.

S.C. minorities want share of BMW work
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) .

Some minority business owners say
they want the state to help them get
a share of the work building the
new BMW plant in Greer.

The governor's office could
start by compiling a list of minority
contractors for BMW to use, said
James. T. Floyd, who has been part
of the Governor's Competitiveness
Council for several years.

The governor's office has con¬
tacted BMW to ensure that the
automaker will be open to informa¬
tion about minority-owned
businesses, said office spokesper¬
son, Tucker Eskew.

"That's not to offer any guaran¬
tee," Eskew said.

But Floyd said work has
already begun for BMW, and
minority contractors weren't
informed.

"They have started grading
already," he said. NI know two or
three minority contractors who own
pretty good grading equipment, but
nobody said anything to them."

The president of Columbia's
Urban League, J.T. McLawhorn,
said that government offices, such
as the Minority Business Develop¬
ment Centers and the Governor's
Office of Small and Minority Busi¬
ness Assistance, should be aggres¬
sive in helping minority businesses
get BMW contracts.

But minority business owners

say they don't want a handout
What they want is an entry so

that we can compete on a fair and
equal basis/' said John Brown,
founder of South Carolina's largest
minority-owned business.

Brown, who runs Am-Pro Pro¬
tective Agency Inc. in Columbia,
said the owners calling for the state
to help should step forward them¬
selves.

The Peace Center in Greenville
is an example of how encouraging
use of minority-owned businesses
adds to a project, minority business
leaders said.

Julia Chiles Adams, director of
the GreenVille human relations
commission, said ihe opening of

doors was not a handout but a good
business decision!

General contractor for the
Peace Center, Fluor -Daniel, carved
out areas of expertise and matched
them with minority-owned busi¬
nesses whenever possible.

"There was no federal man¬
date," Floyd said. "It was just a

group of managers who decided for
the Peace Center all projects would
involve minority contractors as
prime and subcontractors.". Z

To Floyd, the BMW case is dif¬
ferent from the Peace Center. In this
instance, the state is providing $150
million for the project. That finan¬
cial involvement puts more respon¬
sibility in state government's lap, he

said.
"If the stale can provide $150

million for this project, it should
step forward and take responsibility
for minority contractors," Floyd
said.

Students sterilized Continued from page A1
native Dr. C. Nash Herndon per¬
formed many of the sterilizations.
Chaitkin quotes Herndon as saying
that the surgery was "usually" not
done^ on "children younger than
eight or ten years old."

Herndon, 76, retired three years
ago from Bowman Gray Medical
School, where he was the chief
geneticist for many years, but is not
a surgeon. He was on the faculty in
residency training in 1941 when the
medical school first moved here.

"I have never performed such
an operation," he said this
have never heard of Chaitkin."

Although he maintained that
sterilization of mentally retarded
was not performed at Bowman
Gray, he did acknowledge that there
was a eugenics law in the state from
the 40s through the 70s. Eugenics is
the science of developing the best
breeding population of the human
race. "It permitted sterilization of
mentally retarded," he explained.
"They were the chief target. You
had to have an 1Q of less than 70."

Herndon also verified the exis¬
tence of a group Chaitkin charges
led the sterilization project, the
Human Betterment League of North
Carolina. Tobacco and extile mogul
James G. Hanes was the president,
and Gorden Gray's great-aunt, Alice
Gray, was the secretary.

Asked about the purpose of the
League, Herndon answered, "It had
to do with the general improvement
of the human population, lb have a
nice, well, I don't know exactly how
to say that, but it didn't advocate
sterilization. We were interested in
seeing that the mentally retarded
were brought under control as well
as we could, but we didn't have any
large-scale sterilization project
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were trying to prevent the mating of
those people in the first place. That
was a better way."

Hemdon said the group was
founded in 1946 and operated for
about 10 years, after which "there
was a general drop-off in interest."

Herndon said race was not a
* factor, fyit "if you're going to get
picky and look at percentages, itt
may have been higher for blacks." «

Chaitkin says the Sterilization
League of America, a pro-fascist
eugenics group from the 1930s, is
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now called the Association for Vol¬
untary Surgical Contraception "and
is paid by the U.S. Agency for
International Development to head
up our government's program to
sterilize predominantly non-white
people in the Third World."

Chaitkin charges that the
Human Betterment League was the
NC branch of the national eugenics
sterilization movement.

Asked if eugenics sterilizations
were carried out at Bowman Gray,
Bill Blance, director of information,
yo iaJ i:t ifc.'Vrjjin i/lli!..

said, " I don't think we would have
a comment on that because we
know nothing about it"

Chaitkin also charges that Dr.
Clarence Gamble, heir to the Proc¬
tor and Gamble soap fortune, was
the sterilizers' national field opera¬
tions director. Herndon verified that
Gamble was associated with the
Human Betterment League. "Gam¬
ble came down here and stayed
quite a lot He and Mr. Hanes were
friends. It was a diffuse organiza¬
tion. It collected a lot ofpeople."
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BuyOrlmprDve
AHomemASpecialWachoviaLoon.

IfYour Family Income Is
$29,000 Or Less, You May Qualify

If you'd like to buy a home or make
home improvements, we're ready to
make you a loan. This special financing
program can help you get a loan and
help our communities grow.

We're offering
flexible, affordable loans with:

. amounts up to 97% of appraised value.

. terms up to 30 years.

. lower closing costs.
. flexible income and credit requirements.

. lower interest rates.

. no mortgage insurance requirements.
It's easier to qualify.

This special program makes it easier for
you to get a loan because it lets you
devote a larger portion of your monthly
income to payments than most other
plans allow. Even ifyou have an unusual
credit history orjob situation, you still
may qualify

The program is available to families
with a total family income of $29,000 a

year or less who want to finance

$60,000 or less to purchase a home, or

$50,000 or less to improve an existing
home. Your property will need to be an

owner-occupied single-family home,
townhouse, or condominium.

For more information about this
special financing, just drop by a

Wachovia office listed below and ask
about our Neighborhood Revitalization
Loan Program.

At Wachovia, we're making loans to

help our communities grow.

Main Office
301 North Main Street

South Office
658Waughtown Street

East Office
701 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.

Parkway Office
751 Corporation Parkway

North Patterson Office
37K) North Patterson Avenue

Government Check Cashing Services. Wachovia will cash all checks drawn on the United States Treasury or the
North Carolina State Treasurer for payee(s). Checks must be endorsed in the presence of a Wachovia teller. If there ismore than
one payee, both must endorse a check in the presence of a teller. All payees must present acceptable identification. A fee will be

charged to non-customers.

WACHOVIA
Member FD1C
Wachovia Bank of North Carolina

Minimum down payment <>f required A representative sample of atypical loan as of March W2 would Iv
toO monthly payments ol S8 14 per $1 ,000 borrowed at an Annual Percentage Rate of ^ 1/8%
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