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Aldermen call for Sweat’s resignation counedom e a

occured. "It is now 13 or 14 days since her
death and we are just now getting a prelimi-
nary report on her death.”

Newell continued: "My freedom is in
jeopardy, when information is denied.

‘All people are in jeopardy when this hap-
pens. Newell then called for an outside agen-
Cy to be brougt in to scrutinize the operation
of the police department. She closed by
requesting City Manager Bryce A. Stuart to
“conduct a full investigation.”

Vivian Burke, Northeast Ward Alderman,
agreed with Newell. "What are we running as
a police department?” she asked. "Are we
cleaning up or covering up. We wouldn't be
here discussing this if the police would have
handled this matter correctly.” Burke men-
uoned that she had asked Assistant City Man-
ager Alexander Beaty to provide the board
with police procedure and policy.

‘Beaty later told the Chronicle that he was
organizing a management team which would
review the operations of the Winston-Salem
Police Department, but that would not be
connected with on-going internal investiga-
tions. Beaty said that the team was requcstcd
by the Alderman.
~ Yesterday, Burke and Newcll stopped
just short of callmg for Police Chlef George
Sweal's resignation.

Burke said that had "Sweat had a differ-
ent method of communications that this par-
ticular situation would not exist.”

Newell said that 90 percent of the calls that -
she has received have been from white women.
She added. "Our young black men have con-
stantly been targets of this type of unjust
behaviour, but when a woman is assaulted, then
no one is safe." She also said that if Chief
Sweat could get his management style together
he was welcomed to stay, but if he could not
then he should resign. "We have had one
tradgedy after another," said North Ward Alder-
man Nelson Malloy, Jr. "If we don't diffuse the
tension and get on top of the situation, we are
going to have a bigger problem later."

Southeast Ward Alderman Larry Womble
said that he was working with the socio-polit-
ical advocacy group, Citizens United for Jus-
tice, and conducting an independent investi-
gation. He said, "We are not an organization
of idealist or militants. We speak to the needs
and concerns of our community."

Womble later added that, "An uniformed
people are subject to manufacture things that
may or may not have happened,” and that he

—and the Citizens United for Justice were try-

ing to uncover the truth.
At this point Mayor Martha S. Wood
paused to give her assessment of the situa-

tion. "1 believe that whenever a death occurs
when someone is in police custody that it is a
gravely serious manner." She later turned to
the other members of the board for their com-
ments. "The police department and Chief
Sweat have my full support,” said South
Ward Alderman J. Hugh Wright. "Mr. Malloy
said that the discussion tonight has not been
police bashing, but I think it is and I don't
appreciate it."

West Ward Alderman Robert S. Nor-
thington supported Wright's position. "I think
that for anybody to make up thier mind from
the information available today, and I'm talk-
ing about accurate and complete information
is totally inappropriate,” he said. "The police
have my full support.

Southwest Ward Alderman Lynne Harpe
said that she would not judge the situation
until all the facts were in.

City Manager Stuart then assured the
board that a thorough and complete criminal
investigation was on the way and that he
would try to have the results of that review
available on Friday. However he added, "As a
general rule, many aspects of personnel infor-

mation are not a mtter of public recore, but

that there are some instances that would
deemed necessary by the board of Alderman.”
Alderman Newell promplty replied by

City Manmr Bryce A. Stuart

asking for a copy of that law. %

Ms. Jocelyn Johnson, a community lead-
er then addressed the board and said that the
community is outraged. She said that the
intggrity of the police department was in
question. and requested that the Alderman
take the necessary steps to find the truth.

Round two of redistricting fight tonight c.uearon e

" sit with us," Voss contested. |

Board member Nancy Wooten,
who along with Nancy Griffith and

Mary Wood received praise from

black community leaders for their
disapproval of the process, told the
Chronicle: "Their motivation (other
members) is to pay lip service to
the bilack community, inviting them
in, but not listening. T believe their
methods are more exclusive than
inclusive."

Sources indicate that at
tonight's meeting board member Dir.
Gerdld Hewitt's suggested compro-
mis¢ will be discussed. Hewitt's
plan‘calls for the etablishment of an
ad-hoc committee which would
inclade Brown, Marshall and the
nineexisting board members.

Marshall said he liked the pro-
posal but Brown has expressed
reservations about the proposal
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"Cocaine will cause increased
activity in the body, increased heart
rate, and increased metabolism,
which increases the demand for
air," Jason said, In yesterday's
press conference. However, he told
reporters that the level of cocaine
found in McKellar's system was not
high enough to kill her. He said that
the cocaine, combined with the cir-
cumstances of her arrest, such as
the struggle with the officers, only
contributed to her death. But the
primary factqr was the position in
which she was placed in the holding
cell.

"This was not a regular suffo-
cation," he said. "This was a posi-
tional asphyxia. That is, the posi-
tion that she was in didn't allow her
to expand her lungs for whatever
amount of time that it was."

At press time, details on exact-
ly what time McKellar was found in
the holding cell, resuscitated and
transferred to the hospital were
sketchy. Some citizens are leery
about the first police report released
to the public, which also did not
include the time of arrest or time of
arrival at the holding cell.

Jason indicated that he waited
until this week to release his report
because he didn't receive the results
of the toxicology test and the final
police report until Monday. He told
the Chronicle earlier this week that
he classified McKellar's death as an
accident based on the the final
report issued by the police, in
which they described the circum-
stances of her arrest.

The section of Jason's report
which also indicated that McKellar
tested positive for the HIV virus has
been the focus of much media
attention this week, but Alderman
Virginia Newell said that her health
was not the primary issue.

"Magic Johnson has the HIV
virus and he's playing in the
Olympics, so bécause she was
infected did not give anyone the
right to kill her," said Newell. She
added that the issue was not the
way she was placed in the cell, but
the fact that she was treated so bru-
tally at all.

"Ninety percent of the calls I

8 mhe

board in November would remain
on the committee.

"I will make the motion early

tonight to adopt the ad-hoc commit-
tee and I expect that it will be
adopted,” Hewitt said. "My motion
does not speak to the tenure of any
of the members, but that is not an
issue because all members were
elected to serve until Dec. 3 and
after the election of the chairman
and vice-chairman the organization
of all committees can be restruc-
tured."”

Since last month's encounter,
community organizations have held
educational forums designed to
inform, educate and mobilize the
black community towards becom-

ing more involved in pelitical

affaifs. More than 50 citizens,
politicians and educators, crammed
into Grace Presbyterian Church last

.Thursday for the latcSl Osme':% Y St

-chssions.

e

death

get come from white women in the
community because the situation is
scary,” she added. "When woman
are assaulted in this manner, then
no one is safe. Our young black
men have always been targets for
this kind of behavior."

Alderman Burke expounded on
Newell's comments by saying that
she has information that indicates
that Mckellar's pants fell down a
number of times and that she was
exposed to the onlookers.

Yesterday, the NAACP, issued
a statement calling for the resigna-
tion of Chief George L. Sweat, the
charge of 1st degree murder for all
officers involved and for U.S.
Attorney General William Barr to
conduct a "fair, thorough and expe-
dient federal investigation of the
civil and human rights violations
against Ms. Sheila Epps McKellar."
This comes on the heels of Monday
night's heated alderman meeting in
which community members
expressed outrage.

"The idea that this person can
be found handcuffed, hand and feet,
gagged, and then laid faced down,
which prohibited her breathing
made the NAACP seek the inter-
vention of US Attorney General
William Barr," said Ms. Mazie
Woodruff, a Forsyth County Board
of Commissioners member and
NAACP representative. The state-
ment also criticized Sweat for
releasing the photos of two white
female officers to the daily paper,
which ran in Wednesday's edition,
when he refused to release the pho-
tos of the male officer's. NAACP
officials cited his actions as being a
"clear case of sexual discrimination.
"Sources indicate that the officers
whose identities were withheld
were African-American. Chief
Sweat would not confirm that infor-
mation, but did comment on what
he was trying to do to rectify the
situation,

"Obviously, whatever we can
do to release complete information
the sooner, the better," said Sweat.
"There are also many other things
that I will have to do to make the
situation better. We are conducting
an investigation of the officers

Co-sponsors of the event, The
NAACP and Citizen's United for
Justice, focused the agenda on a
number of issues including: equal
expectations of all students; propor-
tionate hiring of black educators
with black student population
increases; multicultural educational
activities; racial and cultural sensi-
tivity training; and redistricting.

"We want these forums to
result in the formation of an advo-

_cacy group for our children, " said

Eversely, who also mediated the
foarum. "We are trying to become a
collection of parents for them."
Alderman Vivian Burke,
Northeast Ward, said, "We need to
take a serious look at the schools
that have a white principal, assistant
principal, guidance counselor and
teacher, which leaves our children
with no one to talk to.”

‘Continued from'page A1

involved and hope to turn that
information over to District Attor-
ney Thomas Keith on Friday. Our
objective is to get to the bottom of
this and find the truth."

Sweat did not comment on the
call for his resignation.

Captain G.C. Cornatzer, Inter-
nal Affairs, said that he would try to
forward all information regarding
his investigation to Keith by Friday.

Many community leaders are
asking why the handcuffs, flex cuffs
and gauze weren't removed from
McKellar as she was placed in the
holding cell.- When asked whether
or not this was correct police proce-
dure, Comatzer said that it depend-
ed on the situation, but that in this
instance he really could not go into
detail because of the investigation.

District Attorney Keith said
that he is currently studying the lit-
erature on postitional asphyxia to
bring himself 'up to speed' on the
case,

"I do not know much about this
phenomenon, but after talking with
the medical examiner last night and
visiting the hospital, I decided to
review the literature,” Keith said.
"Apparently there were 4500 autop-
sies done in Dade and Broward
counties in Florida between 1982
and 1990 which identified 30 simi-
lar cases. I read this in the June
1992 issue of the Journal of Amer-
ican Forensics on Pathology. 1 will
conduct interviews at a later date.”

Keith said that he has not
received one report from internal
affairs and will not know what steps
to take until he has. However dur-
ing his discussion of the case he
said that he believed it to be bad
police procedure, from a prosecu-
tion standpoint, to release any infor-
mation before an investigation is
completed.

Keith did venture to say that
this is not another Rodney King sit-
uation because things such as lacer-
ations and contusions were not pre-
sent.

"If my findings support the
medical examiner's position that it
was an accident then the investiga-
tion may be over," he said. "It could
very-well be just a freak accident.”

man to discussthe cultural igno-

rance and insensitivity of main-

stream teachers, "When a kid is
labeled as a trouble maker in
kindergarten and is ostracized early
on they figure, 'why should 1
try," he said. "It is harder for a child
who comes from the projects and is
used to hearing gun shots and
screams during the night to come to
class and concentrate, as opposed to
a kid from suburbia where the loud-
est noise is a barking dog. The kid
from the projects is not thinking
about one plus one."

Some participants thought that
the emphasis should be placed on
moral education in the home.

"If we don't teach our children
at home, we can not expect them to
be taught at school," professed the
Rev. Isaac Carter, Pastor, New Zion

Baptist Church.
- Marshall and Brown closed the
forum by promising to be responsi-

ble to the community and utilizing .

their powers to make changes.

"We are going to have to take a
stand for our childern or we are
going to have to write a whole gen-
eration off," said Marshall. "If our
children are educated by white
female teachers then those teachers
need to be sensitized to our chil-
dren's needs."

"I know Mr. Marshall and 1
only have two votes, but they will
be the loudest and strongest votes
on the board, " Brown concluded.

The next forum will be held
August 13 at 6:30 p.m. at Kimberly

Park Terrace. A fourth meeting is

scheduled for August 20, but no
meeting place has been designated.

Special Occasions

African
American
Bestsellers

July

Fiction

WAITING TO EXHALE by Terry
McMillan (Viking Penguin, $22.00, 0-670-
83980-9). Four successful African-
American women come 1o terms with
middle age and their continuing search for
an ideal romantic relationship.

DISAPPEARING ACTS by Tery McMillan
(Pocket Books, $8.95, 0-671-70843-0;
Viking Penguin, $18.95, 0-670-82461-5). A
sometimes joyous, sometirfies tragic story of
an African-American man and woman in
love.

POSSESSING THE SECRET OF JOY by
Alice Walker (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
$19.95,0-151-731527). An African-
American woman is trsumatized by an
ancient African custom.

MAMA by Terry McMillan (Pocket Books,
$9.00, 0-671-74523-9). McMillan’s
touching and witty first novel. The story of
an impoverished mother of five and her
fight to build a better life for her children.

5 JAZZ by Toni Mormison (Alfred A. Knopf,
$21.00, 0-679-41167-4). A story of love and
desire set in Harlem during the 1920s.

Nonfiction

THE 1SIS PAPERS by Frances Cress
Welsing (Third World Press, $14.95, 0-
88378-104-2). A theory of the origins of
racism and whit e global supremacy.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM
X edited by Alex Haley (Ballantine, $12.00,
0-345-35068-5). The rise of the charismatic
black leader in his own words.

AFRICAN ORIGIN OF
CIVILIZATION: MYTH OR REALITY by
Cheikh Anta Diop (Lawrence Hill Books,
$11.95, 1-55652-072-7). Histarical,
archeological, and anthropological evidence
to support the theory that ancient Egypt

_ was a black civilization,

BLACK ECONOMICS: SOLUTIONS FOR
ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY
EMPOWERMENT by Jawanza Kunjufu
(African American Images, $8.95, 0-
913543-25-X). Informative solutions to help
build and expand the African-American
economic community.

NOTES FOR AN AFRICAN WORDS
REVOLUTION: AFRICANS AT THE
CROSSROADS by John H. Clarke (Africa
Woarld Press, $49.95 (hardcover), 086545-
270-6, $18.95 (cloth) 086543-271-6). A
collection of essays from the respected
historian on the struggle for African and
African-American freedom.

Special Occasions
112 MARTIN LUTHER KINK, JR. DRIVE
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 27101
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financing,

Il you've been shoppmg for a car, you'll be
happy to hear that theres never been a better
time to pull into F'Home and talk to us about

Because now you can geta Ist Homc car
loan at a great rate. And you can do ceven better

when you opena I Home Compamon Account.
1/2% better, 10 be exact,

One

Callors
nearest you

us help you
gelit in gear.

- .

Else

So, whether you're in the market for a
wagon, van, or sedan, you can save a lot of
money with a I Home car loan.

top by the I Home Location

1

Greensboro ® Winston-Salem o Kernersville ® Clemmons

Equal Housing Lender@




