oy

~ DBy SABRINA }()Ni iS
¢l oeni e Sll. luu.rn

e Sircets in the lhﬁ)y«

}\:Ql]:r a yt'ut of fll'ﬁd mhﬂm&.

~heod's most vulu.uh‘lc Hssels.

“I was part of a_team,’

~ the neighborhood.

A u»upiv ol yeirs apo, the cumer ul' l.ihc_ A
N Cairdons: conrimni
mhnu o dmu infested. aren - km__ v thhe

;} - The reason? Happy Hill ('hmlm I‘ﬁm. 'I"hc m “,c Stor
- managed and operated by vesidents of the comime- -
iy, first opened its doors Deg. 21,1992, An
.uanivcrx.nry ceremony will be held Friday. Jim, 14, ot
ﬂu: «mm (Hlu nls fmm- thc Hﬂunmg Alﬁ'ltmly of

" said Clifton Qraves,
llAW% assistant executive dilrciué “We wwugd the
smﬂ: 1o be a shining star in the: cnmlmllmy -
Originally. the comer of Liberia and l'wc streets
L was - drug-infested arca, said Graves. Theé original
S store sold alcohol and attructed Hl'mcly t'haﬂltlfl'“ to

"It was a community cyesare, o hc mui “lt wasa,

Residents huve run the Happy mu (;crn’m Mart since ifﬁm opmd its doors Dec.« 2! 1992, Frmu lqﬂ to
_nghr are: Scott I letcher. mm;m-, Dauld‘u anm. and Augcla Wbm, a.m*mnr mnagcr.

Happy Hzll S Reszdent—Run
"8 tore Celebrates Anmversary

Imnguul for undesirable pcnple

In October 1991 community leudcm Maggic
: depnﬂx and Yvonng Jefferson worked to clean up
sl the sfreoi. With:donatisis frm o i

i

_for it tomorrow.”
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Liberty Street Store

Owners Still Bicker

wloyee Minit Mart owner asset 10 commumty

By DAVID L. DILLARD
Chronicle Saff Wiyter

Jervis. Mack walked into a crowded Minit Mart
store ‘Monday afternoon and picked up a loaf-of bread, a
pack of sausage and a beer, 4

Mack didnt have the money to pay for it but told
Mike Sarsour. the store's owner, "You know I'm good

Sarsour smiled and said. “Take it. I'll see you next
week." ;

-Mack is one of many poor customers from the Lib-
erty Street ne1ghborhood who receives credit from Sar-

. Sour.

"A Iot of times they don't always have the money
right now." he said. "Where else can theyv go and get
what they need when they're broke? If I don't help thc
people. no other business will."

Sa.rsnur_smd h:s busmess 1S successfu} bcmsc n
runs like a family cmlronmem to the residents.

“They trust-me." he-said. "I go-to their houses and
do whatever I can.’] treat them like family. These are
low-income people. I cannot take advantage of them."

Last week, Sarsour's competitor, Curtis Carpenter,
who owns the Music Box and Andrea's One Stop across
the street from the Minit Mart, complained that Sarsour,
a Palestinian, was taking advantage of the black com-
munity.

While- Carpenter vehemently continues to clum
that he pressed charges against Sarsour for selling coun-
terfeit cassette tapes, Sarsour denies the allegations, and
the pollce have no record of a charge aggunst him.

"Everything 1 told you was true” Carpenter said.

"And he's QLH doing it when nobody's around."

see LIBERTY A7

After Work Ramal Soc:1ahzmg Ends
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F amed NYC Dancer Ar

By MARK R MOSS -
Chrom, i Staft Wrieer o

For the two hours that Arthur
Mitchell sat and watched students
g0 through their dance routines
Monday aftemoon. there was noth-
ing in his face to betray how he felt
about what he saw.

Occasionally. he whispered
INto an assistant’'s ear ‘or offered a
smile when the dance instructor
glanced in his direction., '

Harlem. began to offer his own crit-
icisms. The chest should expand at
the sides. he said. demonstrating by
holding the armpits of a student.
“Let your belly button touch
vour backbone.” he told another.

"You have ne-wrists.“he told a_

woman for the benefit of all who
weren't using their hands right.

And when the North Carolina
School of the Arts students tried
what Mitchell suggested and got it

Frmattrrear-theend-of-the-ses
sion. Mitchell. the legendany dancer
and director of the Dance Theatre of
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right. there came from the master in
a thunderous and exuberant voice,

—

saanpasds ansind s

__‘—-‘_—-———————-____H__

T‘—
"Yes! Yes!" And “There. ‘you have —

the power!” Or. "There we go!
There we go! That's nice dear.
Very nice!"

Mitchell is in town this week to

. share his knowledge of dance with

the School of the Arts students.
—His observance. of Monday's
class was the first step in selecting
those students whom he will work
with on "Holberg Suite.” a 17-
minute piece Mitchell choreo-
graphed in 1970.
Before they were dismissed,
the students. having sk .wn off their

uuml m the u.]en“‘ she’ anid "lt 8 more lhan lhcy
Axpected it tobe .
o The Happy Hiﬁ_{"mﬁ:n Mart has d(mc it pnn =1
in heaurifying the community. From its inviting cot-
tage-like exterior to the clean, well-h;.hlctl corridors
'%cpnmtmg shelves of goods ranging from cklcrgcnl ‘

sce'HAPPY HILL A3

Ron, a young. white worker at R.J. Reynolds’

Tobacco Co., said he doesn't care much for blacks. He
- doesn't associate with them and., if he had his druthers,

would not work with them, either.

r[ Ron: (not his real name — he requested and was

/ gr. mu,d anongmity) feels race relations here are not

Lbut doesn'’t be rse . . . P
e lieve tensions ate getting any wors ~Racial-tension-and-disefimination are serious

He apparently epitomizes how most mémbers of

the black and white races here feel about” each other.

Though they peacefully co-exist for more than a third of
cach weck day, that is often where the interaction stops.

“I got my friends: they got theirs," he said. “I'm not
aracist; 1 just do my job and go home."

see AFTER WORK A3

To Race
By DAVID L. DILLARD
Chromicle _.Elg_[f_}l’_tiic_r__ L

problems in North Carolina.
survey sponsored by the Z. S
dation. '

That discovery was made from data collected
from over 800 North Carolinians by researchers,

see SURVEY A3

thur M z tchell to Teach C mft at NC SA

'bE'ST = paﬂ-ﬁfd- 1o --8—1—\’-:- Mi lﬁhel___.a_,__

hearty applause.

Lorraine Graves, a stage direc-
tor and a former director with the
Dance Theatre. is assisting Mitchell
this week.

"It's my life.” Mitchell said. "I
think that's what I'm here-to do. It's
the essence of what I am about.”

Mitchell is 59 but looks and

Ballet Co.
Dance and L1fe +

[ By SABRINA JONES
Chronk'it Staff Intemn

moves more like he's 39. Even

—-_v"'ﬁ_‘—r‘— :

when he flashes his toothy, bright,
beguiling smile. there are no facial
lines to hint at his age.

_see FAMFD A3

rrhur Muche!! instructs students during auditions at the N.C. School of the Arts.

TO SUBSCRIBE CALL 919-722-8624

“always lmown what she wanted to

‘of Dancers Unlimited Ballet, Sin-
_gletary helps other ymmg girls

. Regcania Smglctary has
do. e i

While growing up in a rough
section of Trenton, N.J., she knew
that she wanted to participate in
dance classes to occupy her idle
time and to aveid winding up like -
some of the people around her.

Now as the assistant director . herself,” Singlets

would go blmkrupt
R
escape into the soothing aad

esteem-building world of dance.”
» “We just need to do some-

With the pem‘l‘
- Clarence Gainel:t!u_

company are non-puﬂ ‘
said Singletary: The stude




