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Gunmen Fire at Black History
Month Fest Woundmg Onlookers

PALM SPRINGS. Calit,
(AP — The gathenng of families at
a picnic started out as a day of cele-
bration murking Black History
Month. It ended when an apparent
dispute between at least two gun-
man erupted 1into a hail of gunfire.

More than 500 people dove.
tar.coner ust atter 2 pom. Saturda) -
when rapid blasts of automatic
Weuapons fire spraded across the
De~ert Highlund Uity Center. A
mun and a -vear-old boy were
wounded. -

"It was like we were in the
middle of & war.”” said Bernetta
Clavton.—35 of Palm Springs. who
Wis at the picnic with two ot her
three children. “Thank God more
people didn't get hurt.™

Both injurnies were minor,

and pohice and witnesses said thes

were amazed more people were not
hurt

- "W lucked out 4 whole
bunch. " ~said Otficer Don Fallon,

attempted murder,

Christopher Bernard "Teriv™

Spears. 30. of Cathedral City was

and sturted shooting.”” Fallon said.

Black leaders from through-
out the Coachella Valley said they
would organmize a community meet-
“iIng In response 10 the shooting. said
Tahlib McMicheaux. a member of
the local chapter of the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People.

“IUS so senseless. Here are
voung blacks killing blacks, 1 can-
not help but feel that the problem of
education. drugs. lack of jobs. the
surrogate parent. TV and Holly-
wood are accountable for this type
o1 behavior.”” said Joseph Beaver.
71, executive directar of the Black

~Historical and Cultural Society of

the Coachella Valley.,

Some witnesses said the
shooting erupted when a man who
appeared drunk shot at a smalt
parude of cars arriving -at the cele<
bratton. Passengers in those vehi-
cles returned fire. they said. ‘

The day-long celebration

—included a parade. barbecue and car

show

arrested  for anvestigation  of
f assavlt with a
deadly weapon thieatenming a police
otticer and reckless driving. Fallon
sand

Police were fooking tor at
lcast one other suspect. said Sgt. Joe
Zineg.

"It sounds hike 1t mught just
be two people that didn’t hike cach

other und had weapons avai able

singing when the shooting broke
out. ,
“People just dropped to the
The music stopped. People
Evervbody was
trving to make 1t to the auditorium.
It was qust chaos.” said Dionne
Skinner. 28. of Cathedral City.

A numbcer of people were
to flee the
but nonc ot the injuries

ground

WETC sCreaming

mmred mnoa "mad dash™

auntire,

were serious. Fallon said.

When the shooting ended.
police found the park littered with
bullet casings. said Sgt. Mike
McCracken. Three people were
taken to area hospitals for treatment
and released later in the day.

Lionel Henderson, 3. of
Cathedral City was grazed in the
chest by a ricocheting bullet. He
was treated at Eisenhower Medical
Center in Rancho Mirage. officials
said,

His aunt. Zella Robinson. 38.
of Palm Springs. injured her right
shoulder as she dived onto her

- granddaughter to protect her from
the bullets. )

Bruce Allen, 26. of Fontana
suffered a bullet wound in the jaw
and was treated,at Desert Hospital
in Palm Springs.

" Palm Springs police sum-
moned officers from three addi-
tional departments — the California
Highway Patrol. the Cathedral City
police department and the Riverside
County Sheriff’s department —
after a group of men prevented
police cars from reaching the center.

“They blocked the car,
velling at me and cursing.”” said
Officer Ruth. Alvarez. the first to-
arrive. “"When I saw my backup
arrive behind me. | put the car into
reverse and backed out. We were
waiting for more people to get there
~0 nobody would get hurt.™”

|
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Minnie Lee Langley, 80 holds a
Jamily member's hand during
emotional testimony on events she
witnessed at age 9 of the Rose-
wood massacre given by her
cousin before a hearing Friday in
Tallahassee recently. The state is
conducting a hearing into the
racial violence that wiped out the
black settlement of Rosewood,
Fla., as legislators try to unravel
the 1923 massacre.

Under Fire: No Minority Representation
On University of Va.'s Governing Board

OPEN HOUSE
1417 MAIN STREET
Sunday 2-5§ PM

New homes priced from low $60's
3& 4 bedrnnrﬁs; 2 baths
VA, FHA & conventional financing_\
special financing available for
first-time homebuyers.,

ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES
CONTRACTORS, INC

Providence Square

910-727-9990
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CHARLOTTFESVILLE ) “I'm o tunous.” said Kimberly  Stroupe. said the criticism is unfair.

i AP Gov o George Allen has - Wyrden. a jumor,. “Though | can’t “We're in the first month of

come under fire for his decsion 1o sy P completely surprised. Allen his administration, ' Stroupe said.
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Wirden said the school's race
relatiohs are under an
ston

administratin. "

Stroupe said Allen has named
a black and the first Launo to his
Cabinet and picked minorities for
panels that oversee everything from
transportation 1o technology.

“You have to look beyond the
one board and look at the efforts of
the administration thus far, and 1

aceepted ten-
and that the lack of black rep-
resentation on_the board won't help.
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BLACK HISTORY Sportswear
featuring over 50 famous

African-A merican Jeaders-including
Mava Angelou .. Duke Ellington... Martin
Luther King, Jr.... Ronald McNair and more...

Please rush me my very own BLACK HISTORY
SPORTSWEAR so | can  proudly promote my heritage.
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N the Triad
African American Authors
Tont Morrison
| Mava Angelou
f Lenwood Davis
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and others!
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Silas Creek i Coliseum
Crossing ' Park Plaza
768-6400 o, 7226909
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BUIE ‘® THOMPKINS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

cased to announce the relocation
of their practice to:

205 WEST 3RD STREET
\Vinst_on-Salgm. NC 27101
MAILING ADDRESS
Post Office Box 20802
Winston-Salem, NC 27120-0802

(910) 773-1398
(910) 725-0998
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