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St. Paul's President Honored to Be Induéted in CIA A Officials Hall of Fame

By MICHAEL JOHNSON
Chronicle Sports Writer

St. Paul's president Dr.
Thomas Law said being an official
did a lot of positive things in his
life But probably the most impor-

Hampton Roads Board of Officiat-
ing. Law remained an official until
1969, when he left to become presi-
dent of Penn Valley Community
College in Kansas and at Virginia
State before returning to his alma

tant one was prepanng him for his
next j-Ob

"1 profited from my officiating
because I was able to make deci-
sions, work hard and in how to deal
with people,” said Law, who was
inducted into the Central Intercolle-
giate Athletic Association's Offi-
cials Hall of Fame last month.
"Those type of things come from
what you leamed. As president, I've
been able to make decisions, live
with them and get on with the next
thing,"
. Law was an official at the high
school and the collegiate level, But
he feels a special affinity toward the
CIAA, where he served as a mem-
ber of the Southside Board and the’

mater.

When he heard of his nomina-
tion, Law stayed cautious, in case of
a letdown. But when he heard he
was inducted, he felt relieved and
excited.

"I consider it an honor to be
accepted by such outstanding peo-
ple because the CIAA was founded
by outstanding officials,” said Law,
who took over as St. Paul's presi-
dent in 1989. "Some of those people
helped me along the way and some
of those helped me when I was an
official.”

During the induction, Law
referred to it as "My Cooperstown,
New York. . . my Springfield,
Massachusetts. . . my Canton,

a chuckle. "It's the aspiration of all
athletes to be named to the Hall of
Fame, because it's the highest in
your field. Being nominated doesn't
mean much when you don't get in.

Like in the Oscars, people get nomi- changes in the sport.

Dr. Thomas Law

Ohio." Law compared it to having a
uniform retired for an athlete and
said the induction is the crowning
moment inthat part of his life.
“The idea is that all good play-
- ers make it in the Hall of Fame
when their careers are over and |
guegs I made it, t00,” Law said with

nated all the time. but they don't
win."

One of things Law misses is
the camaraderie and the excitement
associated with being an official.
Despite being removed from the
sidelines for more than 20 years,
Law still gets excited when he sees
the gamc

“Being a president in the
CIAA enables me to still be near the
game,” said Law, whose soh is a
basketball official in Maryland. "1
still talk the language of the gameé
and follow the latest rules in official
changes and I still enjoy the game.”

Law said the importance of
good officiating is lost in the eyes of
the casual observer. He said many

Legms <

leave, but you're old cnough_to
scome back.'"

Finally settling in at Reynolds,
Legins dominated on the football
field. After starting as a sophomore
at free safety, Legins was juggled

around three positions before mov-

ing to tailback and linebacker this
year. Legins rushed for 1,228 yards
while making 106 tackles on his
way to all-state honors and playing
in the Shrine Bowl.

While playing football is a joy
to most high-school students,
Legins sees it as a means to an end.
One end will be achieved this fall
when he enrolls in Chapel Hill — to
leave the city he has known all his
life. Getting out of Winston-Salem
but being close to home is the rea-

. son Legins chose UNC over Vir-
ginia, Clemson and Notre Dame,
among other suitors.

"I look at it as my way of leav-
ing Winston-Salem, because it is so

"_he said. '
enjoy doing some of the things here.

——-

1 don't = -

It's no surprise to me what happens
in this town anymore.

'~ "When someone says some-
thing like, 'There's a party here
tonight,’ it doesn’t excite me. The
guys say I'm old, and I guess I am
because there's not a lot you can do
with the guys any more. 1 don't
drink or party . . . or anything I can
do with guys. I just want to hang out
with my girl and do things like play
Putt-Putt. I think (hat's exciting."

Reynolds football coach
David McConnell said Legins'

maturity is most impressive for .

someone his age.
“Jomo is very level-headed and

mature, and he is very focused on .

the field and in the classroom,"
McConnell said of Legins, who has
made the honor roll several times.
"An athlete has to take care of acad-
emics and athletics in order to make
in college, and Jomo has more than
done that.

likc 18th Street where there are a lot

_"Coming from an ¢nvironment_

of drugs and other activities that can
steer young people the wrong
way, Jomo has shown excellent
maturity and discipline toward
achieving his goals in life.”
Bennie Legins said, "Most kids that
had the succéss Jomo has had would
be arrogant, think they're better than
some of the others kids. But he has
always been positive about every-
thing in life and that's why he'll be
successful in life.” Another sign of
maturity is the .acceptance of
responsibility. Legins carries with
him a letter from an unidentified
youngster saying he wants to be like
his football idol — overcoming
adversity to get a four-year scholar-
ship at a major university. Legins
also speaks to students at middle
schools during his free time. He said
it's a way of giving back to lhose
who helped him out,

"People like my mom were
there for me in my life and they told

me to do the right thing with my. and my life is setif 1. do the right } ~%

life,” he said. "There are a‘lot of

from page Bl

people who look up to me, and if I
mess up. then I look at it as having a
. lot to lose.

"1 said if I was caught doing
something like selling drugs, I
would lose my scholarship and |

Jook at that as being the most

important thing in my life; Right

now, I can't ask for anything more

in life than that."

Now Legins is counting down
his days to graduation day at
Reynolds and calmly awaits playing
at Chapel Hill. Legins said he is not
overly excited about next fall
because he knows what lies ahead
for him and anything is not quite tire
same test. i

"I'm ready to gg.Hut I'm not
like some of the oth¢r kids who are
excited about what school they're
going to because I know what have
to do; play football, get an educa-
tion,” he said. "I have a full scholar-
ship.school is paid for the four years

things. That's all 1 can ask for."

of the people in the stands do not
realize the impact officials have and
the amount of hours put into their
craft from physical examinations to
regular clinics to keep abreast of the

job. Many people overlook the
important part officials play in the
game," Law said. "I take my hat off

to a lot of the officials in the game
today. And I thank the CIAA and

the Board of Officials for taking- it—
seriously and in assigning games

and realizing how ofﬁcta.ls make the

game better.”

“People don't appreciate the
vigor they go through and the strict
regimentation required to do the

SumFun 1994

June 20 through August 5

$ 45.00 per week
($ 25.00 registration fee)

Vienna Elementary
Southwest Elementary
Walkertown Middle
Rural Hall Elementary

» 7am. - 530 p.m.
. (If unable to pick up your child by 5:30 p.m. please call
to request an extv..nmon )

— L} —r -

6-12 yr. olds

Summer recreation program operated out of school gyms
Monday through Friday. Children participate in arts and
crafts, games, field trips and athletics. You need to
provide lunch, drinks and snacks for your child:

Please call 727—2946 for more information!

Forsyth County Parks and Rec:e;mcm_

Sponsored by:
Department

you buy a case of Havoline.

Irip given in sweepstakes.)
. See Store For Details.
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Add more life to your car.

30 Wt., IOW40 Or STP Gas
10W30 Motor Oil
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To Know About Your Carl
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150 & 175 CCA’s

Lawn & Garden Fram
Water Pumps Battery

Remanufactured
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Oil Filters
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? 42.99 c0 79.99 Exchange Group Size U/-225 ram Ol riicers
Prices Good Thru Sat., April 2, 1994 » We Reserve the Right to Limit Quantities « Complete Warranty Information Available at All Advance Auto Parts Stores ®
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PDQ SPECIAL ORDER MERCHANDISE NOT SUBJECT TO SALE PRICES ul& BATTERIES See store for Deta”s.
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