Issue 1 ¢ Volume 1

Salem Chronicle

Baptist Assembly to attract nearly 5,000 to Winston-Salem
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he Al Baptist Assembly will convene at the Benton
Convention Center in Winston-Salem from Sunday.
July 28 1o Thursday. Aug. 1. attracting 3.000 to
5.000 visitors to the city. event organizers say. The
theme of the event is “From Maintenance to
Ministry to Preparing for the 21st Century With the
General Baptist State Convention of North Carolina
Inc. and its Auxiliaries.”

The General Bapuist State Convention. which was founded by
African Americans in North Carolina in 1866, is sponsoring the All
Baptist Assembly.

The public is invited. A registration fee of $6 will be charged at
the door. Advance registration is $5.

Dr. C.C. Craig. executive secretary/treasurer of the convention.,
will direct the assembly. Dr. C.A. Jones is the president of the con-
vention. -

The convention represents more than 450,000 Atrican-American
Baptists in North Carolina from 18,000 churches in the state.

“We want all the people to come and enjoy Winston-Salem.”
said Norman Sanders. chairman of the Deacon Board at Mt. Zion
Baptist Church. “The members and auxiliaries of our church have
been working diligently to make this the best Buptist Assembly ever
held.”

Mt Zion Baptist Church is the host church for the event. Dr
Serenus T Churn St pastor of Mt Zion Baptist. will serve as the
host pastor

Churn 1s also a board member of the conventon

The four-day event features music, seripture, prayer. speeches
and sermons from Baptist ministers.

Fhe visitors are expected to stay at five Winston-Salem hotels
Sanders estimated the visitors will geserate up to 1.5 mullion for the
local cconomy

But Camille Roddy. manager of convention sales for the
Winston-Salem Visitors and Convention Bureau. predicted that the
assembly would only attract up to 3.000 visitors who will <pend
$972.820 1n local hotels, restaurants, and stores

“This waill impact us tremendously.” Roddy said It is a signifi-
cant hoost to the local economy.”

About 2.000 attended the 1992 All Baptist Assembly i
Winston-Salem

Aembly participants will be directed to restaurants and black-
owned businesses i East Winston, Sanders said.

Sanders has encouraged black businesses to advertise in the
assembly 's souvenir booklet for added exposure among the partici-
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teature 250 choir members from local Afrcan American Biaptist
churches

“They have been practicing every Thursdin night tor two hours
for the past two months 1o vet ready tor this pre-comention musi-
cal.” Sanders said. Eddie Bines of Shiloh Baptist Chureh and Pete
Fhomas of Bethlchem Missionany Baptist Church will diredt the per
formance

A prayer hour will be held trom o 10 7 am Mondas
through Thursday Aug. 1 the Adam's Mark Ballroom
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Dr. Chifford Jones will preside over the opening assembly at

D05 amon Monday in the Comvention Center: The Rev Ronald
Maxwell will delhiver a sermon at 1130 am. on Monday n the
Comvention Center .

LS. Rep. Eva Claston, D-N.C . will be the heynote speaker at
the Women's Baptist Home and Forergn Missionan Banquet trom 6
to 9 pm.on Monday at the North Man Hall in the Convention
Center

Clayton. a former Warren Counts: Commissioner, represents the
Frest District in Congress

Fhe RevJohn Wilkins will preach at the evangelisti
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M Zion Baptist Church at 10 pm-on Monday The church i~ locat.
cd at 950 File Stan Wanston-Salem

Dr. CT. Bullock will preside over the opening assembly at 9 15

anon Tuesday, July 30 The Rev: Chinton Cacsar will deliver a set
mon at noon on Tuesday m the Comvention Center

Felton Pendergrass presides over the assembly trom 120 to 4 30
pmoon Tuesdas. Dr BB Turner will conduct workshop, and the
Rev Sherwood Davis will deliver a sermon

\ concert and talent presentation will be held Junng the all

vorlth session at 7 North Fahibat Hall at the

pomoon Tuesd v the
Comvention Center
Fhe Reyv Churn wall deliver a sermon gt the assambliy i
on Tuesday atter the Mt Zion Baptist Church Chotr perforis
['he Rev Billy Howze wall preach o

Vices at ME Zion at 10 pome on Tuesday

sermon at evangehstic ser
Performances by the Comventional Mass Chon highlights the
dssembly rom Q1S am o 12 15 pmoon Wednesday, July 3
Dr Talbert O Shaw, president of Shaw Unnveraty and the Shaw
Divinity School will grect the assembly at 1-30) pmeoon Wednesdan
Dro AL hmwnight will be the keynote speaket
Baptist President '

Al the Gieneral
Banquet at 630 pmon Wednesday i North
Mam Hall in the Convention Center

Dr G K Moss will preach at the evangehistic services at Mt
Zion at 10 pm Fhe Rev B Davis wall delner a
sermon at 10amoon Thursday, Aug 1 in the Comention Center

on Wednesday
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