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Robinson
lashes out
against Burke

By SHARON BROOKS HODGE
Ef_} CHRONICLE Editor

{Alderman Vernon Robinson has
accused fellow Alderman Vivian
Burke of trying to weaken police
effectiveness and morale.

On Friday, shortly before new
police recruits were scheduled to
graduate from their training pro-
gram, Robinson contacted local
media and offered terse words for
Burke.

“Act like a chairman of public

sdfety,” admonished Robinson, a
. —political neophyte.
. Robinson said his remarks were
intended to keep Burke, who is chair-
man of the Public Safety Committee,
from “playing politics at the gradua-
tion.”

In a written statement to
reporters, Robinson said, “I'd hope
that today Mrs. Burke would.conduct
herself with the decorum befitting
her post as Chairman of Public
Safety and celebrate the achievement
of these hardworking men and
women who will graduate today
rather than continuing her attack on
the morale of the police depart-
ment.”

Burke, however, said she isn’t
interested in getting into a verbal
confrontation with Robinson; who is
viee chairman of the Public Safety
Committee, The two disagree over
police use of pepper spray.

“I would hope that when we have
disagreements we're able to move
on,” said Burke.

“ Robinson was one of three alder-
men who supported a resolution to
back police in their continued use of
the substance. Burke was one of the
five Democrats who voted to kill a
motion supporting police use of pep-
per spray.

community
awareness

Bf FELECIA P. McMILLAN
Community Correspondent

- . GREENSBORO-Attorney Walter T.
Johnson Jr. is serving his first year as pres-
ident of the Guilford County Association
of Black Lawyers. On Saturday, Dec. 13,
hé invited the group to come to his home
for a holiday gathering. Many of the attor-
neys and their spouses, friends and rela-
tives attended. Although this was a lighter
moment, the group has a profound pur-
pose.
According to Johnson, the goals of the
association include working together to
improve African-American lawyers’ partic-
ipation in the profession, to promote con-
tinued education, to improve their skills
and especially to speak out and educate the
community on issues they believe are
important. The group has been in opera-
tion since the late 1960s.

Judge Patrice Hinnant places high
value on the work of the Black Lawyers
Association. “I am a lawyer first. Though I
happen to be a judge, I'm still a lawyer,”
she said. Hinnant sees the importance of
being connected in order to strengthen the
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President Walter T. Johnson Jr. (seated), is joined by (left to right) Angela Foster,
secretary Camille Payton, Judge Patrice Hinnant, Wanda Bracks Daughtry, Tracey
Banks-Coan, and Angela Liverman, director to the Board of Governors.

unity of black professionals in a support
system. Working together helps all of the
members stay informed about current
issues.

According to Greensboro Councilman
Yvonne J. Johnson, the Black Lawyers
Association is greatly needed® “They do
very important work. Even meeting and
sharing ideas is a plus for all involved,” she
said. She is also the executive director of
One Step Further Inc., which houses the
Sentencing Alternatives Center, Mediation
Services of Guilford, and the Victim
Offender Restitution Program.
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Wanda Bracks Daughtry sees the group
as a way for them to combine their talents
and be of more service to the community.
“We serve as a legal voice for black attor-
neys and minorities in this area,” she said.
“If we don’t speak up, no one else will.”

President Walter Johnson agrees that
the group has a crucial role in educating
the public. One issue in particular that con-
cerns the association currently is the pro-
posal that was developed under former
Chief Justice James Exum regarding the
reorganization of the judicial system. The

See JUDGES on A6
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Former slaves share stories

of bondage in radio project

L By STEVE GILLIAM

Special to Twe CHRONICLE

GREENSBORO-The actual voices
of ex-slaves will soon be telling their sto-
ries of life in bondage to a national radio
audience through a project on which lin-
guist Dr. Jeutonne Brewer of the
University of North Carolina at
Greensboro has been working.

Tentatively titled “Slaves No More,”
the project is being undertaken by Radio
Smithsonian, a branch of the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington,
D.C., and the Institute of Language and
Culture, based in Clanton, Ala.

Brewer is part of a group of scholars
who are working on the project. They
are examining and working with the
recordings that will comprise the series.
All of the interviews were recorded in
the late 1930s and early 1940s with indi-
viduals who were born into slavery and
who survived. !

In her office in UNCG’s Mclver
Building, Brewer works on a transcrib-
ing machine with earphones to carefully
set down the actual words of the ex-
slaves on her computer. To her, as a soci-
olinguist, there's a world of difference in

whether someone says, “I tol” him™“or 1
told him.” in terms of accuracy. And the
stories, even 60 years later, are fascinat-
ing, said Brewer,

“I. cannot listen to these tapes with-
out being moved,” said Brewer. “The
stories of survival from the ex-slaves, the
stories about how they chose when
they chose — to resist. When they tell us
those stories, it’s hearing history from
people who lived it and who are recount-
ing it in their own words.

“These are very moving stories, and
the images are very vivid. Whenever you
hear very good storytellers tell about
their lives, the accounts are usually
engrossing. That's what happens with
(hearing) this material. In a very impor-
tant way, we gain an understanding of
those times, what slavery was lke and
how people managed to survive.”

Part of the material came from the
Federal Writers Project. a WPA enter:
prise during the Depression which sent
interviewers all over the country in 1937
to locate and interview ex-slaves. Brewer
had earlier analyzed these written narra-
tives.

Recently, Brewer's work has been

See SLAVES on A2
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