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children through the hohidays

By FELECIA McMILLAN |
Community Correspondent

“I am committed to raising my
grandchildren, but the burden has
become impossible for my husband and I
to bear alone.” — Elnora Ratliff

When Billie Booker heard a letter
on the 97.1 radio station about five
motherless children who were in need
during the holidays, he immediately
called Darryl Prince, the president of

the Delta Sigma Chapter of Phi Qeta
Sigma to solicit their help. -
Christmas letter #1 was about &
family of five children — Chancy 11,
Phillip, 9, Kevin 8, Patrice 5, and Paris

6 — whose mother was murdered in
August of 1996 as she sat on her porch.

In the letter, Elnora Ratliff, the
mother of the deceased explained, “I
am committed to raising my
grandchildren, but the burden has
become impossible for my husband
and I to bear alone.”

Unable to work because of her
diabetes and vision loss, Elnora and
John Ratliff are dependent upon his
one check as income. Fo! the
murder, the';\fnhet of the chi

8g

abandoned the children and has not
been heard from since. The family did
not have a telephone, nor did the
children have beds. They slept on the
floor.

B

However when the brothers of Phi
Beta Sigma left the Ratliff home, they
had contacted Bell South to install a
telephone ling, and they plan to pay for
the phone bill for the first six months.

is, 5, was thrilled to get a black
baby doli and a Tickle-Me Elmo. They
filled up three ies at K-Mart, and
Walmart donated five boxes of clothes
and personal items such as washing
powder, antiperspirant, soap,
shampoo, paper towels, and other
oiletries.

“Whutlhe we "de,:ivcredm lhﬂ:
Dol : siliién's faces lit up fike |

" . .When Billie Booker saw the

opportunity to be of assistance to the
family, he knew that‘the Sigmas
needed to move quickly. Prince and
Booker met with the family in order to
access their needs. They took a trip to
the community where the family of
nine lives in a single wide trailer
designed for four.

“We were deeply touched by their
condition,” Booker said. Prince and
Booker stood in awe as Elnora and her
husband John recalled the horror of
that hot summer day in August.

The late Helen Ratliff had just put
her children down for a nap and had

ne out on the porch to get some
resh air because it was so hot in the
house. According to Chanita Floward,
a young woman emerged from a car,
walked up on the porch and shot
Helen in her chest. Helen then fell
back into the door. Based on her last
words, Helen did not even know her
murderer.

Motivated by the family’s dire
circumstances, Prince and Booker
moved on the case. After calling an
emergency meeting with the fraternity
two days later, President Darryl Prince
and the twelve men of Phi Beta Sigma
came up with $850 which they used to
shop for the family. From those
members of the fraternity who were
absent from the meeting, Prince
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New year, new career

Robert V. Williams (top)
and William Collins Jr.
(right) recently received

commissions at N.C. A&T
and will start the year off

as military officers.
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Stop tempting African Americans
with ads that promote violence |
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can be placed, said Bill Petree,
who is the city's zo code
enforcement supervisor. -
“Although we have guidelines
and restrictions on sign |
placement, I'm not sure what we |
can do about content,” said*}-
Petree. “I would direct them to }
speak wlth one of the city -

According to l..aru:y. , other
urban areas have been successful

in barring certain tges of |
like to see East . i

purged of any billboards that g*fﬁ:

not educational or promoting
cultural events. tpes
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