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: Never accept the role of victim
til

, Obstacles are those frightful
things you see when you take your
eyes off your goal

.Henry Font
' Experience is not what happens

to a num. It is what a man does with
what happens to him.

. Aldous Huxley
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< One of the highlights of the
dlAA basketball tournament last
wfeek was the opportunity to hear
Bfob Love speak about the obsta¬
cles he had to overcome to be suc¬

cessful.
Love is the CommunityRelations Director for the Chicago

HUUs of the NBA. He was in town
U^st week to speak at the men's Tip-
Off Banquet for the C1AA basket-
bill tournament. He played in the
NBA for 12 years and led the Bulls
iij scoring for seven consecutive
yfars.

» He was one of thirteen children
aid grew up in Louisiana where
h|s grandmother had a major
iijfluence in his life.

J He overcame poverty , submit¬
tal extra written reports- he stut¬
tered- to get an education and went
oi to become an outstanding play¬
ed in the NBA. With all his success
ai a player in the NBA and as a
NAIA All-American player at
Southern University, he had a per¬
sistent challenge to overcome: stuf¬
fing.
f~His grandmother had numer¬

ous remedies to help solve his stut¬
tering problem,including placing
I
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marbles under his tongue to force
him to speak clearly. He gave up on
this remedy after he repeatedly
swallowed several of them. He told
his grandmother that he had mar¬
bles up to his chin and couldn't
take it anymore!

He didn't have a basketball and
goal like so many children do
today. He took one of his grand¬
mother's clothes hangers and fash¬
ioned it into a makeshift rim and
bne of his grandfather's socks with
a hole in it and stuffed it to resem¬
ble a basketball. He must have
played in 10,000 games , he said,
and he won them all. He had a
vivid imagination and he could
dream.

He never accepted the role of
the victim and whenever he had a
barrier or challenge to overcome ,

he always prayed and continued to
press on. In a very conversational
tone, like someone sitting across
the kitchen table, he encouraged
the young men in the audience to
dream, get an education and to
have a positive outlook on life.

Victor E. Frankl, the author of
Man's Search for Meaning, says
"there insufficient proof that
everything can be taken from a
man but one thing: The last of his

freedoms - to choose one's attitude
in any given set of circumstances,
to choose one's own way."

In spite of adversity, Bob Love
choose to have a positive attitude.
He continued to dream and never

gave up.
Because of his stutter, he could

not obtain a decent job after his
great career in the NBA and ended
up in a minimum wage job wash¬
ing dishes and cleaning tables. He
applied the same work ethic to this
job as he did to playing basketball
but could not go any further with¬
out improving his speech impedi¬
ment.

His employer offered to pay for
speech therapy and he jumped at
the opportunity. According to
Love, " I felt like a burden had
been lifted off my shoulders." The
result of his employer making this
opportunity available : he is on the
lecture circuit, has completed a
book and has negotiated a movie
deal about his life.

The difference someone made
in his life enables him to inspire,
motivate and challenge others to
live their dream. You could not
help but be inspired by his attitude
and never-give-up spirit. He had a
desire to one day speak like Martin

Luther King and John F. Kennedy
and to address thousands of peo¬
ple. He is making a difference with
his message, "if it's to be, it's up to
me!"

Like the employer who made a
difference by offering to pay for the
therapy he needed, each of us
makes a difference through our
actions and that difference often
helps others overcome their obsta¬
cles . Often , you don't know the
long term impact you are actually
making at the time.

He didn't accept the role of the
victim, he had a dream and a vivid
imagination, and a positive atti¬
tude that enabled him to continue
make himself better. Today he is
speaking to thousands of people
and inspiring them to achieve their
dreams. I am sure he would agree
with the following:

"Build a better world," said
God.

And I answered,
' "How? The World is such a vast
place,

and so complicated now, >

and I'm small and useless;
there's nothing I can do."
But God , in all His wisdom,

said,
"Just build a better you."

Keep building a better you and
you too will achieve success and
make a difference in the lives of
others like Bob Love.
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Nigel Alston is an executive for
Integon Insurance Company.

Don't play with Saddam's hands
a Guest Column

Kon Raymond
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U.S. Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee, D-Texas, has stated
on the floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives Thursday that she
supports the U.N.-brokered deal
with Iraq. A deal which could very
well give Saddam Hussein control
over the weapon inspection teams
and possibly lead to the removal of
the economic sanctions over Iraq.

U.N. secretary-general Kofi
Annan signed an agreement with
Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister
Tariq Aziz which allows inspectors
to visit several sites as long as they
are accompanied by U.N.
observers. The deal also relies on

Saddam Hussein keeping his word
to the U.N. and the United States.

"I am gratified that there are

reasons which we could possibly
support the final resolution that's
been offered by Annan," she said.

Saddam Hussein promised to
allow weapon inspectors unlimited
access to his facilities at the end of
the Gulf War and has stiff-armed
the inspectors approximately 60
times since then. He's also invaded
a neighboring country, used chem¬
ical weapons on his own people
about 10 times, and attempted to
assassinate former-President
George Bush. Yet in spite of this,
Congresswoman Lee, and Annan
believes he can be trusted.

"I hope that the leader of Iraq
recognizes that this is not weak¬
ness, but strength," Lee said. "And
I'm hopeful that he will follow
through as he promised."

The Clinton Administration

seems to believe that Hussein, after
everything he's done during his
reign, is concerned about how the
world will perceive him if he
breaks his word.

"If he doesn't change his behav¬
ior, the world will watch him
renege on an agreement signed
with the secretary-general and the
support of many nations," said
State Department spokesman
James Rubin.

Conventional wisdom says that
.the best way to determine what
someone will do in the future, is by
what they've done in the past.
President Clinton made reference
to this earlier this week when he
said that it's not what Hussein says
that matters, it's what he does.

The goal of the United States is
to make sure that Iraq is incapable
of ever producing and delivering
weapons of mass destruction.
Hussein's immediate goal is to have
the economic sanctions lifted from
his country.

The United Nation's, however,
doesn't seem to be interested in
helping the U.S. to accomplish
their goal. In an effort to get the
U.N. to help the U.S. do this,
American and British diplomats

tried to get the U.N. Security
Council to go on record support¬
ing military action if Iraq breaks
the new agreement reached last
Wednesday. Many security council
members showed no enthusiasm
over this proposal even though
Annan's agreement does not offer
any penalties if Iraq does not com¬
ply.

Lee also said that the deal will
allow the inspectors to do their job
unhindered.

"If this leader (Hussein) has
acquiesced to allowing the U.N.
inspectors to continue their work
unfettered where they are allowed
to see the palaces and the other
sites, than I say let's offer this plan
to the U.N. and the United States
so that we can go forward in a

peaceful manner,
" she said.

So far, this agreement can be
used to "fetter" the inspectors.
U.N. spokesman Frederic Eckhard
said last Tuesday that a set of rules
is also in place to make the inspec¬
tions "more polite". The rules state
that inspectors must be escorted
throughout the facilities by a rep¬
resentative from the Iraqi govern¬
ment and the inspectors cannot
proceed unless they are present. If

the Iraqi government doesn't send
someone, than the inspectors can¬
not go into the facility.

Lee said that she supports the
agreement because it deters war.

"U.S. secretary-general Kofi
Annan should be applauded and
the process should be applauded,"
she said. "I support this agreement
because it saves lives."

There are at least two ways of
deterring war. One way is for one

party to be so strong and resolute
that the other party doesn't dare
challenge or test them. The other
way is for one party to just lie
down and give in to the other
party. Lee seems to be endorsing
the latter.

It would be a mistake for the
U.S. to turn over it's foreign policy
in this matter to an institution
that's apparently not interested in
seeing that its goals are met. And if
the agreement is not made any
tougher than it is, than Iraq could
very well continue producing
weapons which could cost a lot of
people in that part of the world
their lives.

From the very beginning,
Hussein's goal has been to get the
economic sanctions lifted from his
country, not to have another mili¬
tary confrontation with the United
States. Congresswoman Lee and
the United Nation's Security
Council may be playing right into
his hands.

Ken Raymond is a member of
Project 21, an African-American
leadership organization.

Whenever you have a financial question or need, you can rely
on the knowledge and experience ofJustin Zigbuo.
I can help you...

. Save for your children's college education

. Provide for your family at your death

. Plan for retirement

. Protect your income during disability
Call today.

Justin P. Zigfouo
3825 West Market Street
Suite 200
Greensboro, NC 27407
910-852-8650 exL 3026
Fax 910-852-2145
800-457-3546
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Your business is small.
Your aspirations aren't.

Just because your business is small doesn'r mean your financial
needs are. In feet, as you're expanding or improving your business,
you're going to need some big financial services. Southern
Community Bank & Trust has all the financial services your busi¬
ness needs, including checking accounts, money market accounts,

leasing, trust, international and cash management services.
We tailor our loans to meet your needs with no restrictions on

maximum or minimum amounts. Credit decisions are made
locally by experienced commercial bankers who will arrange to

meet with you at your business at your conveniehce. At
Southern Community, small business is our biggest strength.
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