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Despite lack of
publicity, youth head
to national gathering
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Redistricting revisited

‘By DAMON FORD

.THE CHRONICLE

‘GREENSBORO - Greensboro organizers
'of the Million Youth Movement are gear-

{7 3

up to go to a national youth event

bemgheldmmlanlalabor[)aywuhmd

“We're to move 1,000 youth from

thu area,” saild spokesperson Taryn
‘Mitchell.

dthnlﬁlhmhhnmdMﬂho

The Movement, spurred by the success
nWom

‘Marches, calls for young people to hel
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organize the effort with the

have issued statements backing the Move-

t, the first of two youth events sched-
for Labor Day. A second march,
by former Nation of Islam
kesman, Khalid Abdul Muhammad

will be held in Harlem.

The theme for thé Atlanta event is

"Prepmng Youth for the New Millenni-

itwlllbeheld t. 4-7. Organizers say
thecvcmwﬂlmcl  activities such as a
youth town Fneuns.forlmweﬂv
readings, gospel concert, youth achieve-

mtmrdundan interfaith worship ser-
mTheeventmllculnunateSepl 7 with

on Sweet Auburn Avenue from

lOam-3 p.m., similar to the one day Mil-
jxonMnndeomanMarchu

The Movement is specifically targeting

young people between the ages of seven
and 24 but anyone younger or older is

enco

to participate. And though

many of the supporting organizations are

S

g;edomiunnuy African American, the

ovement does not speak of just one race.
Some of the local planners include Native
Americans, Asian Americans a,nd Cau-

casians,

k
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“This is moorporated from thc entire

fiuman family,” Mitchell said. “We have lit-
eullyrencbadoultocwrymorofthe
commumty I want everyone to be a part of

National organizers hope to improve

the condition of youth and the communi-.
ties they live in by addressing and empow-

mxyouthmthlssucssuchas strength-

ening the family, economic development,
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By KEVIN WALKER
THE CHRONICLE

years after the Winston-
SalemlFonyth County School Board

approved a plan that creat-
ed neighborhood sch: opponents say
thot.:)groponl has done miore harm than
good.

The plan, which is expected to be
implemented in all schools by 2000, cre-
ated eight elementary school zones, six
for middle schools and eight for high
schools. The purpose of redutricﬁn;

was to create nen;hborhood ools in
lieu of forced busml and tsa
“controlled choice” in choosing which

" schools their children attend..
While the plan_should have kept

schools racially balanced, critics say that
has not been the case.

“Everyone is guaranteed the right to
go to their neighborhood, residential
school. For there to be true controlled

" choice someone has to say ‘you might

not get your first choice, or even your
second choice,”” Mark Woodson, an
African American parent of three and
co-chair of the Equity Committee, said,
* The E(}mly Committee, which is
made up of parents, teachers and com-
munity representatives, was created to
examine issues of equity at all schools
under the new plan. .,

In the committee’s last two reports to
the school board, increasing racial se
gation has been addressed as one o

primary concems.
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40 percent biadk in 1996 is now almost 90 percent black. say when the implemenation

Mﬂhhm doesn’t make education hﬁﬁopﬂihmw.ﬂ -dudn.inl-

ture,” said Bquity Commiites Becky Warner.

After 3 years, plan to give parents
choice yields segregated schools

- “People on the committee, over-
whelming felt that integration was
important,” said Becky Werner, a White
community representative and Equity
Committee co-chair.
“Integration doesn’t
make education bet-
ter, but the point is |8
being together and |
learning each other’s
cultures.”

The committee’s
latest annual report,
shows that 10 of the
14 schools under the
plan are not in compli-
ance with the school board’s own racial
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_, or less than white families. In all
““ 19 states, black families on the

Many
miles
to go
Study shows
inequity in

higher education

By KEVIN WALKER
THE_CHRONICLE

As new attacks against affirma-
tive action programs continue to
spring up around the nation, the
Southern Education Foundation
released a study Tuesday showing
that blacks in the South may be
losing ground in their pursuit of
higher education.

The study, titled~*Miles To
Go”, examined African American
education patterns in 19 mostly
southern states. According to the
findings, over the past two
decades, the number of blacks
earning bachelor’s degrees has
been, at best, stagnant.

The goes on to m that
blacks’ lhihty to
education is quite dismal

“What we found is lhrmin;.”

Robert Kronley, a senior consul-
tant at SEF, said a confer-
ence call earlier this

Nine of the 19 states studied,
actually showed a decline in the
number of freshmen on public col-
lege cam between the years
I99I ant} 1996. Two other states
showed no change at all during
that period.

In 15 states, the average family
income for blacks was two-thirds

average carned less than $30,000 a
year, in only one state was the
white that low.

The s also took issue with
the i ing movement by some
states to award financial aid to stu-
dents based on want rather than

need. Nearly 37 percent of all
See Miles on A12

Breast cancer survivors speak out

By JERI YOUNG
THE CHRONICLE

cancer survivors will share their stories and
encourage other women to have mammo-

grams and do breast self exams.

A 46-year-old woman who survived
breast, cancer has a message for other
African American women.

After losing a portion of her breast and
undergoing countless radiation treatments
and chemotherapy, Gloria Carter says
she’s ready to about the cancer that
could have killed her.

“At first I couldn't say the word can-
cer,” she said. “I would have to spell it out.
I didn’t want to talk about it and I didn't
want to think about it. That's all changed
now. All 1 want to say is thatsather black
women need to think about breast cancer.”

Carter will have a chance to share her
story Saturday at Philips Chapel Baptist
Church. She and a group of other breast

women of color,”

The message is needed. A recent study

shows though black women are less likely
to develop breast cancer, they are more
likely to die of the disease. And while
breast cancer rates for white women have
been falling since 1990, mortality rates for
black women have remained at 27.5 deaths
per 100,000 per year.

“Basically, it's like a triple whammy for
said Dr. John Gamel,

one of the authors of the report a
in August’s edition of the Journal of Clin-
ical 1(_:001

statistics are daunting, Carter
But the reality is more difficult. “Yi
“I went through a lot,” she said. “I
don't ¢ven know how I can put it into

words.”

Carter’s odyssey began last September
during a routine physical. Her doctor
asked if she had ever had a mammogram.
The answer was a resounding “no.”

“I could tell he was a surprised,” she
said. “I guess I just didn't think it could
happen to me. ldldnt see why I needed a

mammogram.”

Her doctor scheduled a mammogram
for her and within days, Carter received a
call from a doctor who told her there “was
an abnormality.” At that point Carter says,
no one said the word cancer.

= “They didn't tell me what it was,” she

said. “They just told me to come back
because they needed to redo it. You go into
a daze. | related breast cancer to death, I
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See Cancer on Ad hmm.hw
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