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Preserving |
black
heritage

Winston library |
offers new resources

By JERI YOUNG
THE CHRONICLE

For two months, the stafl at the old
East Winston Branch Library have been |
working behind closed doors,

They culled the library’s reference
materials, tore up old_carpeting and s

L = replaced dog-eared books, o e ay
--..ﬁe - Andwhenthehbrarywopemtolhe “1
a ﬂmemof Ard public Oct. 5, their hard work will have
e paid big dividends, they hope. The library
m was will have a new name, new books and a
oy A!;_t“ﬂ ‘ i new mission.
“This library will be different in that we
W% are going to offer some unique services,”
ing ile’s: said Sylvia Sprinkle-Hamlin, Deputy
name on a Library Director. “We closed the library -« /
check. In May, - these past two months to give it a brand
he filed a dis- Dunn new look.”
crimination And library officials hope the newly
lawsuit ) remodeled building, located in the heart of
the city Point g the : East Winston, will become a focal point of
city mﬂ dismissed for . Photo by Demton Pord community activities.
racial and religious reasons. UINC Graensboro senior Mot  stands out af mesting of his predominandly blaci frateriry, Phi Beto Library officials spent months gather-
Dunn is an ordaited minister =*~ only white of the UNCO chapter, says roce was not o factor in his dedsion o " ing information from numerous librari
mwumw Above, he tofics with fellow group memiber Derw.is Stevenson. across the country that served similar
Baptist in High Point communities. also analyzed patron
Though the case was filed in : mr ? % & _ recotdstodctennmwha!mmwould
Guilford will be heard : Ty R Ry best serve area residents,
in Winston-! says Dunn’s ce re re v1 e _ The result is the East Winston Heritage
attorney Amiel Rossabi. 5 Library, in addition to the more than
#We filed it in state court, : ' 25,000 volumes that will eventually grace
Rossabi said. “The defendents L its shelves, will offer a host of community
removed it and had it moved to By KEVIN WALKER other members — so much so thaf he’s The gulfs between white and black services ant- programs that emphasize
federal court. THE CHRONICLE been elected president of UNC-G's have never seemed as pronounced as African American culture and history.
Rossabi said the change in National Pan-Hellenic Council, the they are now, a fact that led President Bill The East Winston branch will house «

Among the brothers of Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity at UNC Greensboro,
22-year-old Matt Hughey sticks out like a

umbrella group for all African American
Greek organizations.
In a nation where tales of racial intol-

Clinton to appoint a group of Americans
to investigate the issue of race nearly a
year ago.

mini business center that will provide a
host of resources for_local businesses, and
the library will be a repository for numer-

sore thumb. Pk L erance and discord continue to be played The group's investigation culminated ous pieces of Winston-Salem's African

b{m Ilin; we said in the com In a Greek organization whose mem-  out in news headlines and television two weeks ago with the release of a American history. When the library opens,

J A benhl is predominantly African Ameri- soundbites, Hughey's story raises more - lengthy report detailing the prevalence of it will house “The Atkins Collection,” an

! 4 , district attorney lughey’s a minority. than “white privilege” in America. exhibit of photographs and memorabili
g for the city of High Point, would Hea white. “I always hear comments...mostly “It is, we believe, essential to recall from Atkins High School.

only say that case the had been “Theré are white Sigmas at other from white students that don't under- the facts of racial domination...We as a “This is not something we just though

moyed to Winston-Salem and that schools, but I'm the onlz one in (the Rho gtand why I'm in this ization,” nation need to understand that whites of,” Sprinkle-Hamlin said. “W‘ been

he is unsure why. Beta) chapter,” he said. “At first there was  Hughey said. “I joined (Phi Sigma) tend to benefit, either unknowingly or looking at the services East Winston wus

Dunn, who still resides in High some wariness; they were unsure of my because (its) community service consciously, from this country’s history providing and what people k

: aspect
Point, says he has fond memories than that of histori-

motivations.” seems to be greater of white privilege,” the report states. the branch for. They used it for a lot C
of the police department. But over the last three years, Hughey cally white fraternities, and also the ' community meeting. We realized t.h:}:
1 miss the fellows up there,” he hsspmvenh-m-elftothecbapwr'-dzht brotherhood is so strong.” AR
See Duinn on A10 See l-lhuymn
S @ Blacks gammg wealth but still lag behmd
“A ”‘:3& By HERBERT L. WHITE ; : Among Afrlcm American families, 2 million are
A’ : — - below the poverty lm;el, dozv;n from 2.2 million and the
’ percentage dro rom 26.]1 percent to 23.6 percent,
Fewer black Americans are living below the pover-  the lowt-:fsinoe%q The poverty rate for black mar-
ty line but still lag behind Asians and whites, accord-  ried-couple families, female householders with no hus-
ing to a Census Bureau mh band and individuals was also lower.
The number of dropped from 9.7 mil- The poverty line for a family of four is $16,400

.........

lion in 1996 to 9.1 uulhonm 1997, whichlcoounud
for 26.5 percent of the African American
Blevmpmntofwhntec(u4mﬂlion)mpoorud
14 t of Asians (1.5 million) are living in pover-
m families headed by black women lived in
: 1.6 million in 1997, compared to 1.7 million
theyu:hefore.

dadineinthn ber of - vh Bu g
the number o persons in America
bﬂwl?%udl”?"mmm chief
of the Census Bureau'’s Housing and Houshold Eco-
nomic Statistics Division. “Nationwide, about 400,000
meﬂmmmmlMuthMmom
than half of them were African American families.”

annually and $12,802 for a family of three.

The per capita income — of black Americans was
$12,351 in ‘97, compared with $20,425 for whites,
18,226 for Asians and Pacific Islanders and $10,773
for Hispanics.

Black households had an increase in median
income — meaning half of all families make more
while half makes less - of 4.3 percent between 1996-
97. Black families' earnings rose from $24,021 to
$25,050, which was lower than Asian and Pacific
Islanders ($45,249) whites ($38,972)«and Hispanics
($26,628). From 1995-97, the income for
African American household matched or surpassed
the 1989 peak.




