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Strong black
voter turnout
decides races

By DAMON FORD and T. KEVIN WALKER
THE CHRONICLE

A strong turnout among African Americans pro-
. pelled many state and local candidates to victory
Tuesday.

A steady stream of voters at minority precincts
sent Mel Watt back to Washington and helped John
Edwards to victory in the U.S. Senate race.

Locally, Judge Roland: Hayes overcame a strong
cballmgetorewnhuponuonutheonlyAfrmn

Evu-llcylndothumanhenof
Concemed ‘Black Pastors worked for months to
raise voter awareness in the black community. Tues-
daym t during a celebration held by Democrats at

ium Center, Eversley said in spite of
A.lston’!lou.AfricanAmeﬁmnsabouldhep i
“The African American community should take
pride in how well we organized...In key races many
candidates would not have been successful without
African American votes,” Eversley said.

See Hayes on A12

Watt wins handily in
redrawn 12th district

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHARLOTTE - US. Rep. Mel Watt kept his ¢congressional seat Tuesday,
pushing back Salisbury dentist and political newcomer Scott Keadle and a Liber-
tarian candidate in the redrawn 12th District.

Watt, representing a district that no longer includes much of the black popu-
lous living in the Piedmont, defeated Keadle soundly. The Libertarian, Michael
Smith, had les s than 5 percent of the vote.

Any bounce Republicans hoped to get from President Chnton s troubles evap-
orated by Tuesday, especially for those who used the scandal in their ads.

State Sen. Dan Page, who won national attention for being among the first to
use the scandal in television ads, lost to incumbent Democratic Rep. Bob
Etheridge in the 2nd District by a margin of 57 percent to 42 percent.

“Regardless of the outcome, we did what we thought was right, and I still
think that character and integrity matters in our government,” Page said. “And I .
think that our leaders ought to be role models for our children, and I will never
back down from that.””

-~ In the 4th District, Rep. David Price defeated ublican Tom Roberg, who
Yried to raise Price’s vote against a Republican plan for an impeachment inquity
of the president as an issue in the cam;mgn
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A smiling Mel Wott leaves
ofter Tuesday's slection. Wit

sions.

See Watt on A12  newly redrawn 12th Congressional District.

during conversation at Wake

DRk Iee discusses work

By JERI YOUNG
THE CHRONICLE

Kelli Brown had only one mis-
sion when she arrived at Wake For-
est University’'s Wait Chapel - to
go one-on-one with filmmaker
Spike Lee.

Brown, a junior at North Car-
olina Agricultural and Technical
State University had met Lee
before — she was an extra in his
summer blockbuster “He Got
Game.”

But this time was different.
Talking to Lee, she proclaimed,
was her destiny.

“I didn’t even know he was
going to be here until today,” said
the 2l-year-old aspiring actress
“When I found out I had to come.

Igotnuckctfree.lwumeantto

be here.”

Lee, who's first major motion
plcture “She's Gotta Have It,” ush-
ered in a new era in black film

making, is the the

despite his box o
remained elusive.
He spoke most passionately on

Bus,” often have a difficult time
finding an audience in today’s
blockbuster driven industry.

“It's a long work in progress,”
Lee said. “I think it was a big step
backwards with (Beloved) not per-
forming at the box office. You have
the No.l1 face on the market and
people won't come out to see the
film.

“African Americans as an audi-
ence need to become educated.
They did not go to see ‘Rosewood.’

did not go to see ‘Get on the
Bus.’ But they'll knock each other
down #o see “Set it Off” and
‘Booty Call.”™

Lee, who has been roundly crit-
icized for “for airing black Ameri-

Woman spends
night n jail for
ringing bell

By T. KEVIN WALKER
THE CHRONICLE

Loretta Horne wishes that she could forget that
she was handcuffed, searched and put in jail after
pushing a buzzer at the Forsyth County Magis-
trates Court.

But the 41-year-old has a copy of her criminal
contempt charge and a looming court date as con-
stant'and grim reminders.

During a series of events that occured on Oct.
27— that have even legal minds scratching their
heads— Horne was charged with direct criminal
contempt and slapped with a five-day jail sentence
by Magistrate Stacie Onders.

“The whole time, I kept telling anyone who
would listen that ‘you've made a mistake,’ " Horne
said with tears in her eyes.

Horne— a customer service professional and
daycare teacher— went to the criminal division of
Magistrates Court, located on the lower level of
the county’s detention center, to get information

regarding a family member.
Abmer::?znnwmiﬂocuedinthﬁobby of

the office, with a sign prompting visitors to ring it
for assistance; Horne says she proceeded to ring
the buzzer after a group of people who were
already in front of the device moved.

“I pressed the buzzer and a female voice
responded and told me I had to go to the police
station for that information,” Horne said.

Horne said she pressed the buzzer a second time
to ask another question and got no response.

When another person came to ring the buzzer,
the door to the magistrate’s office was buzzed
opened and Horne walked in to ask her question

See Ball on A13

Republicans don't get
impeachment mandate

By WALTER R. MEARS

- WASHINGTON - Now Republicans face the dilemma of dealing with
impeachment pmcaadmgs most voters:don’t want, after elections that broke the
patterns of history in favor of Democrats.

The White House said President Clinton was enoouramd by the midterm elec-
tions in which Democrats held their lines and added as many as five seats to their
congressional minorities.

The president may also be relieved.

The impeachment momentum could be slowed by the balloting that rebuffed
Republican expectations of midterm gains — even though a majonty of voters
interviewed outside polls said the Monica Lewinsky matter didn't affect their deci-

GOP reinforcements in the House would have added impetus to the impeach-
ment proceedings, But none were coming.

And 61 percent of voters in exit polling Tuesday said they disapproved of . the
way Republicans in Congress have handled the Lewinsky scandal, with almost as
many saying impeachment should be dropped. That did leave 40 percent saying

his
- K,y wm the proceedings should go on.

See GOP on Al
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