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Speeches statewide honor ng s legacy
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GREENSBORO - Thirty-five
years after Martin Luther King Jr.
urged Amenicans to live up to the
country’s ideals and truly create a
nation of equals, speakers noting
his birthday questioned how miuch
closer we have come to achieving
that goal

“If Martin were walking the
streets of Greensboro...he would
be saddened 10 see that the dream
has not come to full fruition,” said
the Rev. William Wright, 50, a
black pastor and president of the
Pulpit Forum. a predominantly
black association of more than 80
Greensboro ministers that speaks
out on behalf of minorities and
poor people

Wright cited the number of
minorities who are stll without job
skills and jobs.

“Evervone who wants to work
should have the opportunity to
work,” he said.

Industries bear a big part of the
blame. Wright said. since they “put
profits over people.” Wages have
been lowered, jobs cut, simply
because of greed, he said.

At Duke University in
Durham, national NAACP chair-
man Julian Bond recalled how
many of the gains African-Ameri-
cans made during Reconstruction
after the Civil War were rolled

Group hopes
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Pearline Weslev remembers
marching with the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. during a turbulent
time in Birmingham. Ala

She vividly recalls the instruc-
tions that orgamizers - gave the
marchers just before they began to
walk. They were to “bow down” on
top of each other with their heads
tucked safely dway.

The instructions were put-into
practice on the day of Wesley's
march

“They came with the water
hoses, and the water was so strong
it just swept us up.” Wesley said.

Now, some 30 years later. the
59-year-old often shares her tale
with other residents at Sunrise
Towers - 4 public housing highrise
tor the elderly and disabled.

But Wesley isn't the only resi-
dent who has intriguing tales=Sun-
rise Towers is a place steeped in
nu\ldlgm

“There is a lot of history right
er‘. said Rasheed Bey. a commu-
nity leader who is heading an effort
to spotlight the oldest and the wis-
est at- Sunrise and other public
housing communities in the city.

The idea is an offspring of the
Awakening Giants organization, an
Alrncan Amenican culture and her-
uage group that was founded by
Bey.more than ten years ago.

About that same time, a procla-
mation issued by then Mayor
Martha Wood. expressed the city’s
' commitment 1o support the orga-
nization n its effort to make the
celebration of  African Amcncun
culture a year round e\ The
proclamation has hu.n Iu“md
each vear since

Sunrise Towers will be the first
public housing community where
the orgamzation will initiatg its
Lost Legacy Series. a string of pro-
grams dedicated to breathing life

into Winston-Salem’s rich black
history.
With cooperation from the
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back during the era of Jim Crow
that began in the late 1800s.

Thirty years after the civil
rights movement began, he said the
same kind of rollback of rights is
happening again.

“Like the first reconstruction,
the second one ended when the
national resolve began to waver,”

- Bond said. “Today, nonwhites face

problems more difficult to attack
than before.”

Bond was the keynote speaker
at Duke University’s annual service
celebrating the life of the slain civil
rights leader.

Surveying the current land-
scape of race relations, Bond noted
the attacks on affirmative action
and a growing tolerance of white
supremacist groups.

He aimed plenty of barbs
aimed at those he sees as the ene-

* mies of social justice.

Supreme  Court  Justice
Clarence Thomas is the ° “poster
boy for affirmative action.” Presi-

dent Ronald Reagan was an “ami-
able incompetent.” The Republi-
can takeover of the U.S. Congress
in 1994 was when the “right-wing
locusts descended on the Capitol.”

“Affirmative action really isn't
about preferential treatment for
blacks,” Bond said.- “It's about
removing preferential treatment
whites have received throughout
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Dawn Howell, left, and Jasmine Womack carry Martin Luther King
Jr. posters as they make their way down Martin Luther King Drive in
Greensboro Monday during the city’s annval King Day porade.

history.”

In Winston-Salem, ministers
came together to honor King and
encourage the black community to
pursue a common bond.

The Rev. William S. Fails said
that King’s dreams of equality
could not be achieved if blacks
cannot focus on a shared vision of
racial unity.

“God did not plan for us to live
separate from one another,” Fails,
a High Point minister, said during
an ecumenical service held last
night.

Fails spoke at a service at Win-
ston-Salem State University.

In a sermon rich with historical
reference, Fails said that the black
community has been divided since
times of slavery, when house slaves
betrayed field slaves to gain favor
with their masters.

That mentality continues today,
he said, with groups within the
black community each looking out
for themselves.

“It has caused us to turn our
back on folks who were poor,
needy or downtrodden,” he said.

“The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King never turned his back on any
man, irrespective of his color or his
station in life.”

to open dialogue between young and old

city’s housing authority, Awaken-
ing Giants wants to bring young
people to the highrise for lively,
profound discussions with the

* Council of Elders, a group of Sun-
. risc Tower residents who are the

keepers of much of the local histo-
Ty.

“Our people are culturally -

bankrupt.” Bey said, explaining the
need for the series. “We have
already wasted one century net
addressing our culture.”

“ouncil of Elders member Ray-
ford Thompson has a lot to share.
So much so:that Thompson often
puts his perspectives in thought-
provoking essays.

Recently, Thompson has writ-
ten- about the retirement of
Michael Jordan — who he thinks is
a great example of perseverance -
the possible retrial of Darryl Hunt

who he thinks was wrongfully
convicted of'a 1985 murder — and
the birthday of Dr. King — who he
met once in Greensboro.

The 72-year-old says blacks
have gained a great deal since the

days of King and his monumental .

struggle for equal rights. But he
adds that the gains have come with
a hud\} price.

“We've lost a lot.. ‘We lost our
black. businesses,” Thompson said.
“1 remember when we couldn’t get
into Woolworth.”

Bey is enlisting the help of sev-
eral local businesses to sponsor the
Lost Legacy Series. Hooper Funer-
al Home has already purchased an
grt display dedicating black lumi-
naries from the past two centuries.

Grantheum Johnson, Hooper’s
director and manager, says he was
even unfamiliar with a few people
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You discovered them at Doubletree.
You'll lowe them at Club Wotel
by Doubletree.
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Awalcening Giants

depicted in the display, which is
located at Sunrise Towers. He is
hoping that the display will help the
next generation become better
acquainted with many unsung
black leaders.

“I didn’t have bonafide - black
history tutelage in school...l don't
think I learned about Carter Wood-
son until college,” Johnson said.

Ninety-year-old Louise Davis
heads Sunrise Towers’ resident sas-
sociation. Davis says America, as
we know it today would not-exist if
not for the contributions of blacks.

“We (blacks) built America. It
was built on our hard work and
tears...It was a tough time, but we
are a praying people,” Davis said.

Bey says he hopes the program
will be up and running at other
public housing communities in the
very near future.

You're probably ready for one
right now.
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DOUBLETREE'S DREAM. DEALS WAVE JOINED THE CLUB.

Club Hotel by Doubletree continues the Doubletree tradition
You get a terrific weekend rate, free
continental breakfast for two, our complimentary chocolate
chip cookies and your choice of check-out times.
Rate is per room, per night based on double occupancy. Rate subject to change
without notice. Mot applicable to groups. Additiona) restrictions may #pply.
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Club Hotel by Doubletree Raleigh North
2815 Capital Boulevard, Raleigh, NC 27604

wwn . clabbotel . com

(919) 872-7666

hopes o encouroge
their life stories with others. The African American
together a Council of Eiders who will provide an

E
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this case,

You may be a potential class member if you farmed or
attempted to farm between January 1, 1981 and
December 31, 1996, and applied to the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) for participation in a
federal farm credit or benefit program and believe that
you were discriminated against based on race.
Settlement of the lawsuit has been preliminarily
' approved by the Court.

The Deadline to Opt-Out of the Class is 120 days from
date of final approval of settlement.

The Deadline to file a claim is 180 days from date of
final approval of settlement.
The Hearing before the Court for final approval is

If you wish to obtain more information about
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form to opt-out, call toll free:

DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT OR CLERK'S
OFFICE FOR INFORMATION

The Chronicle’s e-mail address is:

wschron@netunlimited.net

Allstate

You're in good hands.

Alistate Insurance Company
3911 University Parkway, Suite A
Winston-Salem, NC 27106

Bus (336) 759-3911

MOSE  BELTON-BROWN, LUTCF FAX (336) 759-9192 |
Senior Account Agent

LUTCF Fellow
Premier Service Agent

24 Hour a Dday Service -
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WHOLESALE CAN'T BE BEAT
ANYDAY OF THE YEAR

. 224 BERRIER AVENUE
B\ LEXINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 27292

336-248-2157
Monday Ilam til 7pm
Tuesday 7am til Ipm

Highest Tax Refunds in
ONE DAY GUARANTEED!
 Quality Tax Service, Inc.
a leader in the Tax Preparation Industry

Two Locations to Serve YOU:

3011 Waughtown St. 908 East Green Dr.
Winston-Salem, NC 27107 High Point, NC 27260
(Located next to Urgent Money at (Located in the Kerr Drug

the King/Parkview Shopping Center) Shopping Center)

788-5661 883-0636
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