
Mistakes, penalties costly as LIFT Academy suffers first loss I
Jaguars host
homecoming game
at Carver tonight
By THERESA DAVIS v

For THE CHRONICLE

CARTHAGE - LIFT Acade¬
my's football team did some¬

thing i* had never done before
last Friday night.

The Jaguars lost their first
game in school history when
they dropped a 27-12 loss to
Union Pines.

And just like the rest of his
team's first five games, coach
Sam Davis said it was a learning
experience. ¦*

.

"The one thing that 1 have
emphasized to my team is the

fact that there are going to be
lessons learned in each game
this season." he said. "Friday's
game was just another in a series
of educational experiences that
go along with ? first-year pro¬
gram."

LIFT came into the game
with an undefeated record and
started ofi" strong, taking a 6-0
lead op quarterback William
'Conrad's 3-yard touchdown run.

But Union Pines, a 2-A program
which made the playoffs with an

8-2 record last season, came
back to lead 7-6. LIFT went to

the locker room with a 12-7 lead
after Jwan Walker intercepted a

Union, Pines pass and scampered
90 yards for a touchdown with
two seconds remaining in the
half.

Union Pines used a ball-con¬
trol attack to take the second
half kickoff and march deep

into the Jaguars* territory.
LIFT's defense rose to the occa¬
sion and stopped the Vikings on
the 2-yard line.

From there, however, things
began to unravel for the Jaguars.
After their goal-line stand, a

miscommunication from Davis
to his quarterback cost LIFT
dearly. Rather than taking a

safety that would have allowed
the Jaguars to maintain their
lead, Conrad tried to throw a

pass that fell incomplete. Union
Pines took over on the Jaguars
two and scored two plays later
to go ahead 13-12.

Things got worse before they
got better for the Jaguars. LIFT
fumbled the ensuing kickofT and
Union Pines recovered deep
inside the Jaguars' territory. The
Vikings methodically marched
in for another touchdown to

increase their lead to 19-12.
In the decisive third quarter

the Jaguars had the ball for only
six plays. LIFT fought hard to
get back into the game, but mis¬
takes cost them their first defeat.
The Jaguars had three touch¬
downs called back because' of
penalties. '

«

"This team has faced adversi¬
ty all season and been able to
overcome it on the road," Davis
said. "This time it was just too
much. We never gave up,
though. We battled to the very
end and that's the most impor¬
tant thing for these kids. Most
of them have been in situations
where they cpuld have easily
given up and resorted to nega¬
tivity. But they've hung in there
and battled. Now we have to do
the same thing on the football
field"

On the positive end, LIFT
did have several players who
played well in defeat. The most
notable was Walker, a 6-1, 175-
pound wide receiver/corner-
back. In addition to his 90-yard
interception return. Walker
snared eight passes for 147
yards. He would have been over
the 200-yard mark if his 63-yard
touchdown reception wasn't
negated by an illegal procedure
penalty. For the season, Walker
now has 18 receptions for 486
yards. He also has three inter¬
ceptions.

"Jwan is playing at an

extremely high level," Davis
"said. "He's a two-way player
who stays on the field all the
time because he's on our special
teams."

Isiah France, the Jaguars'
defensive captain, also had an

outstanding game with 10 tack-

les.
"Most teams try to run away

from Isiah when he plays the
strong side end, but we moved
him around some to linebacker
and he made a lot of plays for
us," Davis said.

Roger Turner and JaDon
Barkley also played well , on

defense for LIFT.
This week the Jaguars will

play host to Blue Ridge Acade¬
my at Carver. Davis said he
hopes his team rebounds against
Blue Ridge, which is located
north of Charlottesville, Va.

"This is a pivotal game for
us," he said. "I don't know how
the team will respond after a

loss because it's a new thing for
us. It's going to be a challenge to

get the kids ready to play. It's a

big game for us because it's our
homecoming and our final home
game of the season?
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season, but ^the threesome has
posted good numbers thus far,

Livingstone will come into
the game with a 2-3 overall
record and 1-2 league slate A
victory would put. them back in

the thick of things, while a loss
would all but prevent the Blue
Be&rs from having a chance at a

third consecutive conference
crown.

Perhaps the missing element
for the Bears this season is coach
Rudy Abrams. who has jumped
ship and headed east to North
Carolina Central this season.

First-year coach Greg Richard¬
son hasn't been able to pull his,
charges together to make noise
around the league. And WSSU is
hoping things don't start click¬
ing this week.

The Rams' defense certainly
doesn't want to have any part of
that. WSSU's defense has posted
consecutive shutouts against
Virginia Union and Fayetteville
State. The challenge will be
stiffer this week, but defensive
coordinator Andrew Faison's
unit has been among the league's
best thus far. Through four
games, including non-conference
tilts against North Carolina
A&T and Catawba, the Rams
have yielded a conference-low 37
points. By contrast, Livingstone
has allowed its opponents to put
100 points on the scoreboard in
five contests.

In their wins over Union and
Fayetteville, the Rams' best
offense has been their defense.
WSSU, capitalized on Bronco
turnovers on Fayetteville State's
first four possessions of the
game. The Rams' defense forced
a total of eight turnovers in the
game.

The Rams took a 13-0 lead
after scoring a touchdown fol¬
lowing an early interception and
adding field goals after a fumble
and another interception.

Facing an early deficit,
Fayetteville was forced to go to
the air often and the Rams con¬
tinued to capitalize on their way

to the lopsided win.
WSSU will need to come out

of the gate with the same inten¬
sity against a Livingstone team
that is still looking to find its
identity under Richardson. Per¬
haps the biggest question mark
is how the offense will respond.
The Rams managed just enough
to get past VUU two weeks ago.

Last week quarterback Tory
Woodbury completed only two
of nine attempts. However, both
completions went for touch¬
downs. Terry Newkirk, the
Rams' starting tailback, had 55
yards and a touchdown on 14
carries. That type production
will have to increase if the Rams
hope to defeat the Blue Bears,

who employ a ball-possession
option attack on offense.

If the Rams can find a way to
control the Livingstone attack
they'll stand a chance of head¬
ing home for a crucial three-
game home stand with a 3-0 con¬

ference record. If not, another
golden opportunity will slip
away from Blount and the Rams.
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New Lowes Foods
Now Open In

Clayton,
Lewisville Is
Coming Soon!

We Continue To Qrow!
I)ear Friends,

It is my pleasure to announce
that our newest Lowes Foods is
now open in Clayton, NC.

I am proud of the people that
worked throut^i the incredible
circumstances of Hurricane Floyd
to bring Clayton a new, exciting,
clean and relaxing place to shop.
The store is beautiful and our
folks are eager to serve you with
fresh foods and fresh ideas.

In the next few weeks, our
new store in Lewisville, NC will
be ready to open.
We thank you for your support,

suggestions and business as we
work to bring you the best food
shopping experience in vour
town. ..
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