
Salem Gardens honors youths
Young achievers
fetedfor excellence
By T. KEVIN WALKER
THE CHRONICLE

There was a big to-do in the
Salem Gardens Apartment village
last week.

Several police cars parked out¬
side of the tiny Salem Gardens
Resource Center, other bureau¬
cratic-looking vehicles also lined
the lot, causing early morning
congestion in the parking lot.

Inside, a small army of cops
sat in neatly arranged folding
chairs. Several notables claimed
other chairsy- an alderwoman. a

state representative, a couple of
U.S. attorneys, a host of business
people.

An important awards ceremo¬

ny brought the group of local
heavies together. The ceremony
featured the usual trimmings:
salutatory speeches, colorful cer¬
tificates. posed pictures.

But all of it was done in record
time for this ceremony. The recipi¬
ents already a bit tardy had to
be at school by 10 a.m.

Several young girls were

applauded for their part in
improving Salem Gardens and
helping their neighbors. They
were honored as part of the Weed
and Seed Program, a national ini¬
tiative funded by the U.S. Depart¬
ment of Justice and sponsored
locally by the U.S. Attorney's
Office.

Sherry Williams, 14: Bianca
Green, 11; Jayanta Lassiter. 13;
Falasade Smith. II; Shera
Williams, 13; Monica Hill, 12:

and Shanika Hill, 12, were (he
guests of honor at the ceremony.

For months now the girls have
been tutoring their younger neigh¬
bors after school. They conceived
the idea not only to aid youngsters
with their school work, but to also
give Salem Gardens youths some¬

thing positive and worthwhile to
do during their leisure time.
_

"I can't say enough about
these kids." said William Sturdi-
vant, coordinator for the local *

Weed and Seed Initiative. "1 see
them ever\ day and they work
hard."

The tutoring sessions started
out small an hour or so of
instruction with a few students.
But the tutoring caught on in
Salem Gardens. The girls say they
now tutor more than a dozen
youngsters, most between the ages
of 3 and 8. in a variety of subjects.
Tutoring sessions are held each
Tuesday and Thursday and stretch
beyond two hours.

"We just thought that this
would be something that would
keep the kids out of trouble,"
Falasade said, as the other tutors
nodded in agreement.

For a while, the girls struggled
to find a place to accommodate
their growing slate of students. In
the past, they've held sessions in
one of their homes or even out¬
side.

"We used to spread a sheet out
on the ground in the grass so that
everyone could sit down," Sherry
recalled. V

The girls found the answer to
their space woes in the very build¬
ing in which they were honored.
They requested use of the
resource center for their tutoring

sessions and it was granted almost
immediately.

The resource center was

designed as a place for residents to
empower and educate themselves.
Computers, books aftd other help¬
ful information are located there.
Sturdivant said the youths' tutor¬
ing falls right in line with the cen¬
ter's purpose.

Word of the girls' initiative has
even made it all the way to Wash¬
ington. Among those on hand for
the awards ceremony was Steve
Rickman, national director of the
Weed and Seed Initiative. Rick¬
man presented each girl with a
certificate and gave the girls pro¬
fessional handshakes.

The girls' parents looked on,
oftentimes applauding and snap¬
ping pictures.

The girls were also congratu¬
lated by Executive Assistant U.S.
Attorney Loretta Biggs, who
talked excitedly about the girls'
endeavor and about the success
Weed and Seed has seen over the
years.

As its name implies, the pro¬
gram's mission is to "weed out"
violent crime and other illegal
activity in a particular high-crime
area, while in the process "seed¬
ing" those areas via social' afid
economic revitalization.

Salem Gardens and Parkview
are the targeted Weed and Seed
communities in Winston-Salem.
Several people talked about the
stark changes they've seen in the
communities since Weed and Seed
was initiated.

"It's definitely a different com¬
munity now," said Capt. Tim
Samuels, a police veteran who is
charge of the city's Southside.

Photo courtesy /Weed and Seed

Three of the tutors honored fast week read a story to a group of youngtters in the Salem Oardent
Resourte Center.

weed and seed will soon try to
work the same magic on other
neighborhoods in the city, Sturdi-
vanrt said. The program will be
expanding to Cleveland Avenue,
the Happy Hill and Kimberley
Park public housing complexes, a

portion of Cherry Street and into
other sections of the city's South-
side.

The girls said they will contin¬
ue to do their part to make their
community better.

They started a tutoring club
and say that they are always look¬
ing for new members. When asked
whether everyone regardless of
age can do something to make
the community better, the girls
didn't say a word; instead, they
answered with a big collective,
affirmative nod.

Their parents, several feet
away, did their own nod, and then
gave their kids big' smiles of
approval.

Delta Center to present Mary Burnett Smith
Noted Author to
lead discussion
on works
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

Winston-Salem Delta Fine
Arts Inc. will present Mary Bur¬
nett Smith, author of two novels,
"Miss Ophelia" and "Ring
Afound the Moon," at a recep¬
tion and book-signing on Satur¬
day, Nov. 13, from 3 to 5 p.m. at
the Carver School Road Branch
Library (corner of Carver
School Road and Lansing
Drive). Mrs. Smith will speak
about her work and read from
her books during the reception

Born in Warrenton, Va., on

March 7, 1931, Mrs. Smith was
raised in Montgomery County,
Pa., where she attended schools
in Jenkintown and Abington
townships. In 1948, she entered
Fisk University in Nashville,
Tenn., graduating in 1952 with a
bachelor of arts degree in mod¬
ern foreign languages. After a

year on active duty as an ensign
in the United States Navy, she
began working at Bell Telephone
as a service representative.

In 1955, she entered Temple
I

University to
experimen¬
tal program
sponsored
by the Ford
Foundation
which was

designed to
recruit
junior high
s c h o o I
teachers.

.

She received
a master of

take part in an

Smith

science degree in education from
Temple University in 1959. Mrs.
Smith had a rewarding career

teaching at several inner-city
junior and senior high schools in
Philadelphia, where she was an

English teacher, English chair
and a specialist in reading and
the teaching of writing. She won
the Lindenbaum Award* for
Excellence in Teaching in 1979.
She retired in 1992 after 38 years
of teaching.

In 1991, a friend brought to
her attention a short story con¬
test sponsored by Ebony Maga¬
zine. Mrs. Smith submitted a

story titled "Alfred the Great"
and won first prize. The story
was published in 1992 and her
career as a professional writer
began. Her first novel, "Miss
Ophelia," was published by

William Morrow Inc., New
York, in 1997. Her second novel,
"Riding Around the Moon," fol¬
lowed in 1998. She is now work¬
ing on a third novel, titled" A
Funeral in Canaan."

Mrs. Smith, who lives in
Elkins Park, Pa., outside of
Philadelphia, has been married
to Snowden Smith for 43 years
and has three children, seven

granddaughters and one grand¬
son. Her mother was a natural
storyteller and spent many hours
entertaining her children with
tales of her childhood in rural
Virginia. Mrs. Smith attributes
the ability she has for telling a

good story to her mother.
During the reception and

book-signing, Winston-Salem
Delta Fine Arts will kick off its
annual fund drive. The goal of
the 1999-2000 fund drive is
$50,000. Funds from the drive
will enable our organization to
continue its unique and enrich¬
ing interdisciplinary program¬
ming, which includes year-round
exhibitions, classes, workshops,
lectures, films, artists' presenta¬
tions, performances and special
projects for children and adults
in the areas of visual arts, music,
literature, history and folk arts.

Since its founding in 1972,
Winston-Salem Delta Fine Arts,

1

a nonprofit, tax-exempt organi¬
zation, has endeavored to enrich
the lives of neighborhood and
area residents by seeking to stim¬
ulate community interest in
American arts and humanities,
v#ith emphasis on the contribu¬
tions of African Americans.

From reviews of "Miss Ophe¬
lia":

"A first novel of incompara¬
ble craft, insight and sensitivity."
The Philadelphia Inquirer
"Written with remarkable

grace and subtlety." San Fran¬
cisco Chronicle/Examiner

"Lyrical and poignant ....

richly textured, magical. ..."
Raleigh News and Observer

"A wonderful book ... I was

spellbound from the beginning
to the end." Gloria Naylor

From reviews of "Ring
Around the Moon":

"What a gift Mrs. Smith has
for touching the heart. ..."
Nikki Giovanni

"Fine dialogue and vivid
characters rather than structural
complexity make this a very wel¬
come effort." Publishers Week¬
ly .

The Chronicle
The Choice for African American

News and Information

St. Matthews Youth Ministries Presents

fKim SiimM
November 13, 1999

7:00 P.M.
1 St. Matthew Apostolic Church1 3640 New Walkertown Rd.

Winston-Salem, NC 27105
(336) 724-1780

Tickets Cost:
i

$10.00 Adults - <.

,r anpl.i, /no ti j \ Tickets Are Available At:$5.00 Children (1 2 & Under) Printed Images (336) 748 -1717
St. Matthew Daycare (336) 722-4091
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Ask tough questions.

Ifyou're looking out for No. 1,
shouldn't you be looking at a school

that knows what it means?

MBA I
INFORMATION SESSION I
Find out more about Wake Forest's

Evening and Executive MBA programs and
The Institute for Executive Education

_

-'

Saturday, November 6
10:00 a.m. - noon

(formal remarks begin at 10:30 a.m.)
and

Tuesday, January 11
5:30 - 7:30 p.m..

(formal remarks begin at 6 p.m.)

Worrell Professional Center
Wake Forest University
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Call today! 336.758.4584 or 800.428.6012
4
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In the financial world,4* '

it doesn't take a miracle
to buy a home, just

an affordable mortgage.
r

Even if you dont qualify for a conventional loan,
you'll be glad to know that First Union* offers alternatives.
Our loan specialists can help you choose from a

variety of flexible loan options. So

you can get the financing to buy
or improve your home, even if you

dorit have much money to put down. To find out

more, come to the mountain called First Union. Or;
if you prefer, the mountain will come to you. ^

B 1-888-509-2202
hrstumon com
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